
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



LANE MEQICM UBRARY 
STANFORD UNiVtRSlTt 

MEDICAL 6ENTER 
STANFORD. CALIF. 94305 



c/.^ . . 



/ 



/•"■■■■■ 



y 



r 



/ 



NEW EEMEDIES : 

THEIR 

PATHOGENETIC EFFECTS 
THERAPEUTICAL APPLICATION 

IN 

HOKEOPATHIC PRA-CTICE. 

BY 

EDWIN M. HALE, M. D., 

Late Leotnrer on KaWria Medioa and Therapentlos in Kahpemann Medlotl Odllege | 

Anthor of "Monograph on GMBomlnnm i" ''Abortion and ita HonuBOpathio Treatment |" . 

Oorresponding Secretary of thp WMttm Inatitate of EomoBopatlij, etoi 






DETROIT, MICHIGAN: 

E. A. LODGE, HOMCEOPATHIO PHABMAOT, 286 JEFFERSON AVENTJE. 

Hbztht Tuszrm As Oo., T7 Fl«6t ttnet^ 1. a, London. Hshbt TnxinER As Oo^ Xaneheiter, SnSUnd. 

ITm, Babdi, 650 Pearl itreot. J. T. B. Bkxtb 4 Bmrs, 484 Broadway. 0. T HmaatraT, 48 T Broomo it., N. T« 

r. X. BcnxoxB, 685 Areh itreet. A. J. TavsLi Klnth street, below Arob itreet, PhUadelphla. 

Om OX.AVP, Boston. H. 0. O. Litttibs, St Loale. JORzr B. Hau., Olereland. 

0. S. HAX.8ST, Ohloago. Skxtb a WoRTRaroToir, Oineinnaa. 

1. a. lAOMVOT * 80>, PtlliMq^ 1. B. ■nUfllia^:OfMi#o, M: T. 



Entered acoording to the Act of Congnm In the year 1864 by 

^ EDWIN A. LODGE, 

In the Office of the Clerk of the District Court of the United States for the Distri 

of Michigan. 



^ ♦'j •% 



'i * * 



I>otr oit s 
ADVEETI8BR AlJO) TBIBUNS STEAM PRINTING B8TABLISHKE^ 



Mfr 



^-^ ' ''ETiEu'Iiii 



IB 

la 

ns 

ra- 

Jly 

ana 

iany 
>teria 



PREFACE. 



PREFACE. 



The object in the preparation of this work has been to 
ftimish the physicians and students of the homoeopathic school 
of medicine, with foil and accurate information relative to 
a class of remedies, mostly indigenous, but few of which have 
had any place in the published Homoeopathic Materia Medica. 
Some of the provings have been incorporated into the Symp- 
tomen Codex (Phytolacca^ Podophyllum and Sanguinaria)^ 
others have been published in the various journals of our 
School {RumeXy Cimicifugay Cotuub c.,' 6^.), but the great 
majority have never been proven until now, and the only 
mention of them has been in occasional clinical or empirical 
suggestions. To the first and second classes I have added 
many pathogenetic symptoms gleaned from various sources, 
re-provings, poisonings, etc., and added also all the clinical 
observations that could be collected from reliable sources. 
The latter class may be divided into two others; namely; 
those which have been proven, and those of which we have 
only empirical data upon -which to base clinical use, and sug- 
gestive or theoretical deductions. 

As we gather experience in the use of these remedies, and 
institute accurate provings, the necessity for these suggestions 
and theoretical deductions will be done away. Each physician 
•should consider himself bound to collect all the symptoms 
which are really pathogenetic, and note down all reliable cura- 
tive experience belonging to these medicines, and faithfully 
report the same to our journals. 

The causes which led me to investigate the properties and 
virtues of the remedies mentioned in the following pages, will 
be patent to every progressive mind. After using for many 
years those invaluable remedies found in our standard Materia 
Medica, most of which were handed down to us by Hahne- 
mann and his colleagues, I found that although their curative 
scope was very wide, it did not apparently include many 
symptoms and diseases. I was led to investigate the field of 
indigenous remedies for these reasons: (1) the suggestion of 
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Teste^* that plants are adapted to cure the diseases which 
infest the same localities: and (2) the many cures which had 
come under my observation, made by these remedies in 
the hands of eclectic and domestic practitioners (some 
of the cases will be mentioned in the body of this 
work). These reasons, together with a natural ambition to 
enlarge the sphere of homceopathic Materia Medica, induced 
me to throw away all prejudice, and devote my energies to the 
task of introducing, by provinga and clinical experience, the 
indigenous medicines which so largely abound in the United 
States. A few others had started before me, and Cimicifuga, 
Cornus, Podophyllum, and Sanguinaria had been proven, and 
their pathogeneses published. But from some cause they have 
not attracted the attention which they deserve. After several 
years spent in the investigation and study of the new reme- 
dies, publishing from time to time items from my experience 
with thera, I was induced to attempt the work of collecting 
all that had been published concerning the indigenous plants 
of this country, and to add to such all the .knowledge, clin- 
ical and theoretical, which could be gleaned from my col- 
leagues, together with my own. 

To this I have taken the liberty of adding the testimony 
and empirical experience of physicians of the allopathic and 
eclectic schools, relative to the medicines under consideration. 
If any object to this method, I would refer them to the 
writings of Hahnemann and his colleagues, — ^Dudgeon, Mad- 
den and Drysdale, of England; Teste and Roth, of France; 
and Joslin, Marcy, Hempel, and others of this country. I 
contend that the exp^ence of others, besides members of 
the Homoeopathic school, Is often useful in building our patho- 
geneses, and adding to reliable clinical knowledge. 

I shall not be held responsible for the opinions of any 
writer quoted in the following pages. Let each be judged 
upon his own merits. I do not claim that this work is in 
any way complete. Indeed, I shall be satisfied if it is only 
pronounced by the profession as eminently suggestive. Many of 
the provings are very imperfect, and some of the Clinical 
remarks, open to criticism. Let the -wheat be separated from 
the chafT by the inexorable test of honest trial. 

• "" Introduction of Materia Medioa.** 
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He who, undertakes to write a Materia Medica which 
shall come up to the high standard necessary to meet the 
scientific requirements of the HomcBopathio School of Medicine, 
has before him a really herculean task. The work even of expung- 
ing worthUas symptoms^ will compare with the cleansing of 
the Augean Stables. 

The Allopathic Materia Medica, is not susceptible of much 
improvement, so long as that school adheres to the dogmas 
which form the basis of that system of practice; the Homoe- 
opathic, on the contrary, is capable of immense improvement. 

I have found that the task of writing a monograph on 
any one drug, as Gelseminum, was really a laborious under- 
taking; and the work of collecting, compiling and arranging 
the material for the eluddation of several drugs, is, of course, 
proportionately greater. 

That the profession may see how high an appreciation I have 
for a scientific Materia Medica, and how much this work has 
fallen short of my ideal, both in the matter, and the manner 
of its composition, I will insert an extract from my intro- 
ductory to a course of lectures, delivered to the class of 
Hahnemann Medical College, in the winter of 1863 and '64: 

"Since the time of Hahnemann, nearly all our works on 
Materia Medica, have been moulded upon the same plan, not- 
withstandiug the progress of all the sciences which properly 
pertain to medicine ; and while a knowledge of chemistry, 
pathology, and physiology is deemed essential to every homoB- 
opathic physician. 

" The great desideratum of our school at this time is a 
purely scientific Materia Medica. Hahnemann laid the foun- 
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dation upon the imperishable rqck of natural truth. Let ns 
build upon it a magnificent temple, which time nor change 
can ruin, but will ever increase its grand proportions and 
massive solidity. 

" Gentlemen: — ^Would you have my individual conception of 
an ^ Ideal Materia Medica^ With a few preliminary remarks 
on the action of medicines, I will give it you. All drugs, 
and by this I mean all substances which can by any possi- 
bility be, used as remtedial agents, have three modes of 
actioti upon the animal economy. 

"FiBST — ^J!/ecAamcaZ/y.— This action is only by virtue of 
their physical conformation. This includes bulk, and the 
shape of the particles which compose the medicine. 

"Second— C%emicaZZy. — ^The chemical action of nearly all 
medicines, when given in appreciable doses, is fully admitted 
by every authority; thus, we have acids, and alkalies, and 
numerous compounds, which, by their chemical union with the 
solids and .fluids, effect changes in the constituents of the 
body. 

^^ TBiKD—DynamicaUf/. — ^This method of action may be 
entirely independent of the two former. But a medicine 
may have at the same time a mechanical, chemical, and a 
dynamic action; or if properly administered, it may have only 
the latter action. It was a knowledge of this dynamic 
action that Hahnemann strove to attain. This he attempted 
to do by stripping his remedial agents of all material forms, 
or chemical power, and so diluting them as to leave nothing 
but the * spirit*' of the drug wherewith to oppose disease. 

"Now, it is an indisputable fact, which I shall point out 
to you more fully in my course of lectures, that our Materia 
Medica abounds with symptoms due to the mechanical and 
chemical effects of drugs, and these are so mixed up with 
the symptoms having a dynamic origin, that they mislead us 
when we are engaged in the selection of a remedy. Upon 
almost every page of our Materia Medica, is to be found, too 
many of the natural sensations to which every person is 
liable. 

"In view of these facts, I would have a rational revision 
of our Materia Medica, expunging all but undoubted 
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dynamio symptoms ; and I would have these symptoms arraDged 
in natural groups, in strict accordance with their rise and 
progpesjs. 

"In order to elucidate more clearly my views in relation 
to drug proving, we will suppose that a society is formed, by 
a number of patient, conscientious, and self-sacrificing men, 
whose object is to make a penect and complete proving of 
a drug or number of drugs. 

We will suppose that the drug selected be Pho9phoru8^^ 
that most excellent of all polychrests, The first desideratum 
would be to ascertain the exact physiological and pathological 
condition of each person who intends to experiment upon \m 
own person. We should ascertain if every organ perfomu 
its functions properly ; whether any organic disease be 
present, and if so, what is its character* We should • inquire 
into the nature of all the secretions and e9:cretions, aiding 
our investigations by the use of the microscope, and those 
delicate tests which science has applied to such uses. If the 
prover is in perfect health, the fact should be noted; if not* 
his condition and symptoms should be carefully recorded. 

*'The drug selected should then be taken by each one, in 
similar quantities, and at the same time. The quantity of 
the drug should be just enough to induce symptoms and 
pathological changes in the organism, by it9 dynaniio influ- 
ence, and not by any chemical action. It would be next 
to impossible to administer Phosphorus in sufficient quantities 
to set up any mechanical action; but yn\h such drugs as 
Mercury, Stannum or Podophyllum, such effects mi^ht readily 
be obtained. 

"The chemical action of Phosphorus upon the surfaces with 
which it comes in contact, would be the most important to 
be guarded against. It is doubtful if inflammation of the 
stomach could be produced by minute quantities of this drug; 
but we know that material doses will cause gastritis, by its 
actual combustion while in contact with the mucous coats of 
the stomach. Such chemical symptoms would be worthless 
to us, when obtained. Only the specific, dynamic affects of 
a medicine are of value in a strictly therapeutic point of 
view. 
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^ Lnmediatelj after the ingestion of the drag, the first 
symptoms should be watched for and carefully noted ; then 
aU the unmistakable drug-symptoms which arise, should be 
recorded in the natural order in which they appear. The 
objective and subjective symptoms should be considered of 
equal importance. It matters not how minutely the subjec- 
tive symptoms, the aches, pains^ and sensations be recorded, 
but we insist that all the objective phenomena, should have 
an equally conspicuous place. Hahnemann himself once 
insisted upon this very proposition, for in speaking of Bella- 
donna particularly, he says: — 'We want to know what organs 
it deranges functionally, what it modifies in other ways, what 
nerves it principally benumbs or excites, what alterations it 
effects in the circulation and in the digestive operations, how 
it affects the mind, how the disposition, what influence it 
exerts over secretions, what modifications the muscular fibre 
receives from it, how long its action lasts, and by what 
means it is rendered powerless.* 

"Now, the investigation of the properties of a medicine in 
this way would leave nothing to be desired. Could Hahnemann 
have availed himself of the labors of a Brown, a Sequard, a 
Lehmann, or Rokitansky, what a complete Materia Medica he 
could have written. But this requirement was far beyond what 
his times afforded, and he did the best that was possible 
under the circumstances. 

" Dr. Dudgeon asks : * Ought we not to strive to attain 
the theoretical standard proposed by Hahnemann? And how 
is this to be obtained ? ' I answer, by a more scientific charac- 
ter to our Materia Medica; by' treating our pathogenetic 
provings in a thoroughly physiological manner; by bringing 
to bear on the action of medicines, the aids and appliances 
of the microscope, chemical analysis, and the ascertained 
principles {not the theoretical surmises) of modern physiology. 
This is now being done by some members of our school; 
and if we were all animated by the same noble zeal, we 
should soon rescue the school from the reproach of its 
unscientific character, which is so continually urged against it 
by adherents of so-called rational medicine. 

"When we shall have recorded all the subjective and 
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objective BTinptoms in the manner above stated, we shall have 
what we will term a true physiological proving. But we 
must consider that it would endanger the life of any individ- 
ual, to carry our experiments so far as to get all the objec- 
tive phenomena desirable. What shall we do to perfect our 
pathogeneses? I answer, by subjecting to the slow action o£ 
drugs, some of the lowest animals, after the manner of some 
of the greatest physiologists of the age. Already have Curie 
in France, and some members of our profession in this 
country, begun the laudable work. Such experiments I would 
term pathological provings. By such investigations we could 
learn the ultimate effects of drugs; what structural changes 
they cause in the tissues, and what extreme organico-patho- 
logical conditions they can induce. The experiments of the 
physiologists of the allopathic school were crude and unsatis- 
foctory. They destroyed life with huge mechanical or chemi- 
cal doses of drugs, and the results are of little value to our 
school. Our aim should be, not only to cause death, but to 
cause disease^ of longer or shorter duration, and then by a 
careful scientific analysis of the artificial malady, classify it, 
and determine its character, in ' order that we may use it as 
a guide in the selection of a remedy wherewith to combat a 
similar, and ascertained disease, existing in the human body. 

"Do not deem these views Utopian in their character I 
MuQh more than is here advised will yet be attained, and some 
of you will live to see the day when just such provings shaU be- 
made. Aye, more I Some of you may live to look upon the 
realization of a dream which has haunted me for years — an 
Inconographic Materia Medica^ Let me illustrate. Going back 
to our first proposition of a proving of Phosphorus, we will 
suppose all the subjective and objective symptoms recorded in 
strictly scientific language, but in addition to this written 
pathogenesis we have correct drawings of all the pathological 
changes; of all the organic alterations in various organs and 
tissues, upon which the drug exerted its poisonous influence. 
Let us call to our aid the photographer and the painter, 
and invest the delineations of morbid specimens, with all 
the wonderful similitude which those arts are capable of 
creating, 
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^With such an illustrated Materia Medioa would not the 
Art of Healing be bo &t perfected as to leave little to be 
desired, and so enhance our skill in the management of 
disease as to rob it of half its terrors ? 

"We will now sut)pose snch a Materia Medica attainable, 
we will also suppose the existence of works on Diagnosis and 
Pathology, similarly illustrated, or, that all are combined in 
one complete work, in beautiful and massive volumes. What 
then would be the status of the practice of medicine ? 

We will imagine the young physician just returned from 
his visit to a child, ill with malignant scarlatina. He turns 
to his library and finds written down the subjective symp- 
toms of similar cases; and he also finds a written descrip- 
tion of the objective symptoms, the latter illustrated with 
colored plates, the whole givhig a striking portrait of the 
onse he has just visited. 

*'He now tumd to his Iconographio Materia Medica, and 
finds, it may be, in the pathogenesis of Belladonna or Apis, 
all the subjective symptoms of the case; and more satisfac- 
toty still, ho finds that the objective symptoms correspond, 
and the conditions of the skin^ the throat and the mucous 
(Aurfeces, are in every way similar to the case under inves. 
tigatton. 

'^What, I ask| would be the result of this method of 
study? What the consequence of this correspondence between 
the malady, the illustrated patJiology and pathogenesis pf a drug 
in the materia medioa? 

*^ Would it not be the selection of a remedy whose action 
would be eminently specific to the totality of the symp- 
toms, and therefore curative f Would it not elevate 
medicine to the position of one of the eocact sciences? 
Would it not strip disease of half its terror, and much of 
Its fatality?" 
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In the British Journal of Homoeopathy, number 87, 
will be found a Review of Coe*8 "Concentrated Medicines,** 
in which the writer, Dr. Stokes, seems to have the idea that 
the book belonged to the literature of the homceopathic 
school, at least one easily gets such an impression from 
some remarks the writer makes, relative to certain opinions 
and assertions put forth by Dr. Coe. I cannot account for 
the stupidity which could entertain such an idea. Dr. Coe is 
a sort of mongrel, half allopath, half eclectic^ and quite an 
enthusiast in regard to indigenous remedies. When Keith & 
Co. established their manufactory of concentrated medicines in 
New York city, Dr. Coe was selected by them as a proper 
man to set forth the merits of indigenous remedies in 
general, and their preparations in particular. Consequently, 
Dr. Coe's work abounds in extravagant assertions and unre- 
liable opinions. I consider Keith's medicines generally unfit 
for use in homoeopathy. Their concentrated powders do not 
come up to the required standard of chemical purity. Tinc- 
tures are to be preferred. In the provings, more symptoms 
were elicited from tinctures than from the resinoids of the 
same plant. The tinctures should be oarefblly prepared from 
the fresh plants. Tinctures of the allopathic pharmaceutists, 
made from old dried herbs, eta, are, for homoeopathic uses, 
always unreliable and unsatis&ctory. 



NoTK It will be noticed tliat after the few first pages of this work, the word 

"female" is not used, bnt the term "woman'' is subjtitated. This was not done 
without considerable deliberation, and from the best of motives. This alteration was 
suggested to me by the talented anthoress, Mrs. Sarah J. Hale. While on a visit 
to Philadelphia, In Jnne, 1864, I visited mj gifted relative, and In the 
conrse of a oonyersation, I happened to use the term "female" as applied 
to woman. Birs. Hale called my attention to the impropriety of this mode of 
expression. Is it not a little strange, that men of edacation, scholars, divines, 
and others, should have overlooked this matter so longl Yet, writers and speakers 
have used the term "female" instead of "woman," for the last several eentaries, 
and the thought of its impropriety never occurred to them ; or if it did, they failed 
to mention it To Mrs. Hale, is due the honor of arresting the improper use 
of " female,'' as a synonym for " woman." In the " Lady's Book," for July, 
1856, vrill be found her able and incontrovertible arguments against the practice. 
I will state a few, enough to eonvince any person of their importance : Ist. — 
"The word "female" is only used twelve times in the Bible, and in contra- 
distinction to man, as male, while the word " woman" is used over thirteen hundred 
times, and in each case as designating the human feminine. Any one will 
immediately recogmie the impropriety of using the term "female," if he substituteg 
it, in any of the latter instances, thus : " Man that is bom of a female^ AoJ* 
A fenudt what — Dog, Horse, or Sheep? How absurdly it sounds! This brings 
us to the 2nd. — " The term " female," does not imply anything pertaining to a 
troman, — ^it cazmot be construed to mean a Zody, — it does not even imply anything 
ftminint^ for feminine means — ^literally — pertaining to woman. The word female^ 
then, should never be used except in contra-distinction to man a» a maU. Its appro- 
priate place is to designate the »ex of an animal. To use this term in any 
other way, is to 'degrade woman. "The poets are the best expounders of 
language, because they must use the 'most appropriate words in their truest sense, 
which is their noblest signification, in order to exalt, beautify, and perfect their 
themes of song." If we take a few examples, changing the style in regard to 
woman, to the vulgar word of "female," the following will be the result: 

"For none of female .horn shall harm Macbeth." — Shakapeare. 

**0\ female in our bowers of ease." — MiUon. 
The intense absurdity is at once apparent 
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^scuLvs Glabra, Buckeye 17 

^scuLUS HiPPOCABTANUM, HoTBC Chestmut 18 and 439 

Albtbis Fabinosa, Tlnieom root 34 

Afoctnuh Andbobemifoliuk, Doff-bane 86 

Afogtnuh Oannabinux, Indian Semp 41 

Abuh TbiphylluHi Indian Turnip 66 

AscLSPiAB Syriaoa, MUk weed 68 

AscLEPiAB Tubbbosa, Pleurisy root w 63 

Baptisia TiNOTOBiA, Witdlndigo 69 

Caulophtlluh Thalictboideb, Blue Cohosh 84 

Ghiuaphila Umbellata, P^tMtM^a 96 

GiMiciPUOA Baoekoba, Black snake root 101 

GoLLiirsoNiA Canadbnbis, Hard hackf Stone root 126 

Gobnus Giboikata, Oreen Oai&r , 132 

CoBVUS Flobida, Bogtoood 139 

Gypripediuk Pubescers, Large yellow Zadiea* slipper 148 

Dioscobba Yillosa, Colie root 146 and 436 

Ebtoeboit Ganadensb, Canada ftea4>ane 160 

Ebtnoiuh Aquaticuk, Buit<m. snake root ..166 

EuPATOBiuK Abohatiouh, White snake root 167 

EuPATOBiuK Pbbfoliatuic, Boncset 168 

EupATORiUM PuRPURBUM, Qucon of the Meadow 166 

Edphobbia Gobollata, Milkweed. Spurge 167 

Gelsekinum Semper Yirens, Telbno Jessamine 173 

GossiPiuH, Cotton plant 217 

Havamelib Viroikioa, Witch Masd 221 

Heloniab DioicA, False Unicorn root 237 

Hydrastis Gaitadbnsis, Oolden Seal,,.» , 247 

Ibis Versicolor, Blue Hag 263 

Lbptahdria Virginica, Black root 284 

NuPHAR LuTEA, Small Jlowcrcd yeUow pondrlUy 302 

Phytolacca Dbcandra, Poke 807 

Podophyllum Pbltatum, Mandrake 827 

Polygonum Hydropiper, Smart-weed 361 

RuMEX Grispub, Yellow dock 864 

Sanguinaria Canadensis, Blood root 368 

Sarracenia Purpurea. Huntsman^s Cup 384 

Scutellaria Laterifolia, ScuU cap 389 

Senecio Gracilis, Life root 390 

SiLPHiuM Laciniatum, Compcus weed 395 

Sticta Pulmonaria, Lungwort 396 

Trillium Pendulum, Birth root .' 403 

Veratrum Viridb, American Hellebore 408 

Xahthoxylum Fbaxihbum, Prickly ash 429 
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DIRECTIONS TO PHARMACEUTISTS. 



All the medicines treated of in this book can be prepared in 
Tincture, and this form is generally preferable. 

JEacuLus Glabra, JEscuIms Mippocattanwiiy and Arwm TriphyUum, 
are also frequently required in form of Trituratiok. Triturations are 
also made of the Resinoids AUtrin, Asdepedin, Baptism, CaulophyUin, Caminy 
Cypripedin, Dioscorein, Eupatorin, Eupurpurin, GeUeminin, Hydrastm, Iriain^ 
Phytolaccm, Sanguinarin, Senecionin, THUinj o/nd Xanthoxylin, 

Some have prepared tinctures oi the rtsmoids, such as Aletrin, 
Baptisin, Caulophyllin, etc., etc., but these are yery unreliable pre- 
parations. They will neyer produce all the symptoms upon the healthy, 
that the tinctures made directly from the fresh plants will develop, 
and are consequently not as potent for the cure of disease. The 
tinctures should be prepared from fresh plants, gathered during their 
time of. flowering, soon after the dew has dried off and when they 
are tiiee from dust. They should be collected where indigenous, and 
should not be made from cultivated plants. 



We make use of 

Boots. Aletris, Apocynum a., Apocynum c. Arum t., Ascl^ias s., 
Asclepias t., Caulophyllum, Cimicifuga, Oollinsonia, Gypripedium, Dioe- 
corea, Erigeron can«, Eryngium, Euphorbia c, Eupatorirm aromat., Eupar 
torium purp., Gelseminimi, Gossipium, Helonias, Hydrastis c. Iris v., 
Leptandria, Nuphar 1., Phytolacca, Podophyllum, Rumex c, Sanguinaria, 
Silphium, Trillium p., Veratrum viride. 

Whole Plants. Baptisia, Chimaphila u., Eupatorium per£, Poly- 
gonum hyd., Sarracenia, Scutellaria L, Senecio g., Sticta p. 

Nuts, ^sculus glabra, .^culus hyppocastanum. 

Barks. Comus c, Comus f.^ Hamamelis v., Xanthoxylum L 



iESCUIUS GLABRA (OHIOEKSIS). 

(BuekeyeJ) 

This tree is so well known, that it does not need description. 
It grows on the banks of streams, in rich alluvial soils. The fruU 
contains its most active poisonous principles, although the leaves, 
bark, and roots possess active toxical powers. 

It is often eaten by domestic animals ; cattle, in particular, are apt 
to partake freely of the fruit. In my boyhood, I have seen a great 
many cows fall victims to th^ir careless imprudence in diet. Even 
when a student of medicine, I have witnessed deaths in cattle from 
its effects ; and it is a matter of sincere regret, now, that I did not 
make a careful post mortem examination of the animals. The gen- 
eral symptoms exhibited in cases of poisoning in animals may be 
summed up as follows : 

1. Distention of the stomach and abdomen ; staggering ; reel- 
ing ; apparent loss of sight ; constipation. 

2. Falling ; paralysis of the hinder extremities ; " Palsy ; wry 
neck ; convulsions ; fixed eyes, and death." 

There have been cases of poisoning in men and children, who 
ate of this fruit, but I have not been able to obtain any account of 
the symptoms exhibited. Two of my pupils once attempted to 
prove the Buckeye, but did not continue the experiments, on 
account of the apparent gravity of the few symptoms which mani- 
fested themselves. 

It caused — 

1. Vertigo, severe, with reeling like drunken men; vertigo 
with nausea ; vertigo with dimness of sight ; fullness and heavi- 
ness of the head ; confusion of ideas ; a confused stupor ; " thick- 
ness" of speech ; loathing of food ; nausea ; cramp in the stomach ; 
sensation of fullness of the stomach. 

2. Great weakness ; trembling of the lower limbs ; a strong 
tendency to contractions of the legs ; constipation. 

It seems to stand in relation both to Opium and Nux vomica, — 
possessing some of the narcotic properties of the former, and the 
cerebro-spinal affinities of the latter. It may be called a cerebro- 
spinal irritant. 

The fruit is used to stupefy fish, by the Indians — a decoction of 
the nut is thrown into the water. 
3 
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Dr. McDowell, who. tested the properties of the rind of the 
fruit, says, ^^ Ten grains of it are equivalent to three grains of 
Opium," 

The following theoretical and clinical remarks are all that we 
have to offer in relation to this medicine : 

1. It should prove curative in some forms of vertigo, conges- 
tion or gastric cephalalgia, dyspepsia, nausea, vomiting and consti- 
pation. 

2. In some severe brain affections the symptom " wry neck *♦ 
in animals is quite suggestive. Wry neck is not always a rheu- 
matic affection. It may arise from irritation at the base of the 
brain, or in the cervical region of the cord. It is a symptom of 
tubercular meningitis, apoplexy, meningitis, and many other brain 
diseases. When this symptom occurs, during these affections, the 
-^3culu8 glabra will be indicated. 

It will probably prove useful in paralysis of the lower extremi- 
ties, when Nux vomica &ils to cure. 

It has been used in the treatment of some typhoid symptoms. 

But its principal use up to this time has been in hemorrhoidal 
affections. It is a popular belief with many of the country people 
in Ohio, that the fruit of the Buckeye, carried in the pocket, or 
worn as an amulet, will act as a prophylactic and curative remedy 
against the piles. 

Dr. Hill (Surgery, p. 371,) says, "A number of cures have 
been reported to us, effected by the use of the Buckeye, taken in 
repeated small doses." 

Dr. J. S. Douglas considers it quite specific in some severe 
hemorrhoidal diseases. 

I have prescribed it in constipation and piles, and in some 
instances got good effects from its use ; in other cases it did not 
seem to cause any curative action. I gave the 1-lOth and 1-lOOth 
dilution. 



JISCUIUS HIPPOCASTANUM.* 

CHarie-Cheatnut») 
BY H. M. PAHTB, M. D. 

HiSTOBT. — ^The horse-chestnut is a highly ornamental tree, and 
is greatly admired for its majestic proportions, and for the beauty 
of Its flowers and foliage. It grows rapidly, and often attains the 
height of forty or fifty feet. It is a native of middle Asia, but flour- 
ishes well in the temperate climates of both hemispheres. Its genus 
comprises about twelve known species, the genus cesctditSy however, 

* Althongh the MbovIub hippooastanum is not indigenoas to this ootintry, yet, as It 
has been naturalized, and proven by American physicians, i have thonsht best to inolade it 
in this work. It is a near analogue of the iBsculns glabra, and will donotless prove a valuable 
remedy. 
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is iooomparably the finest, and is the only one found in the North- 
em States, and this eren is not indigenous in New England. 

It was introduced into Europe nearly three centuries ago by 
Baron Ungnad, ambassador of the Ottoman Porte, who, in the year 
1576, sent the seeds of the common horse-chestnut to Clausius, at 
Vienna. It is now extensively cultivated as an ornamental tree in 
Europe as well as in this country. 

The name sesculus was originally applied to a species of oak, 
also to a tree which bore esculent fruit, and probably is derived 
from esca — " food.'* It was transferred to this genus by Linnieus 
to the exclusion of the earlier and more appropriate name of ^^ hip- 
pocastanum'* {horae^sheatnut)^ on account of the resemblance of 
the large seeds to chestnuts, and because the Turks often grind 
them into a coarse flour, which is mixed with other food, and given 
to horses which are broken-winded. 

In the Southern and Western States there are several species, 
which bear the name of buckeye, from a resemblance of the seeds 
to the eye of that animal. 

Botanical Description. — ^In the language of flowers this tree 
symbolizes luxury. 

The beauty of the horse-chestnut consists chiefly in its inflores- 
cence — surpassing that of almost all our native trees; the huge 
clusters of gay blossoms, which everv spring are distributed with 
such luxuriance and pro^sion over the surface of the R)liage, and 
at the extremity of the branches, give the whole tree the aspect 
of some monster flower, than of an ordinary tree of the largest 
size. Early in June this beautiful tree puts forth large pyramidal 
racemes or thyrses of flowers, of pink and white, mottled with red 
and yellow — ^finely contrasting with the dark green of its foliage, 
whic^ has great grandeur and richness in its depth of hue and 
massiveness of outline. ^ 

Obdbb. — Hippocastanacse (sapindacese, Oray^ ; genua^ »sculus; 
species^ hippocastanum. Leaves opposite, digitate, of seven 
obovate-cunate, acute, toothed leaflets, serrate and straight-veined. 
Fhtoera showy, in large terminal thyrsoid racemes or panicles ; 
pedicels articulated. OcUyx campanulate of five united sepals. 
CoroUa spreading white, spotted with purple and yellow, and com- 
posed of four or five petals, which are irregular, unguiculate, and 
nearly hypogynous. Stamens usually seven, unequal, inserted on 
the hypogynous disc. Ovary large, round, echinate when young, 
dehiscent, loculicidal, three cornered, three celled, crowned with a 
single filiform, conical style, containing two ovules in each cell, 
only one of all of which, sometimes two or even three matures. 
These seeds are very large, shining, roundish, coriaceous, mahog- 
any-colored, with a broad, round, pale hilum, without albumen. 

The uEsculus Ohioensis ( Ohio buck-eye) diflers from the sbscuIus 
hippocastanum in having Jive leaflets — stamens red, curved, much 
longer than the corolla, which consists of four upright yellow 
petals.. Fruit prickly when young, but smooth at maturity, about 
half the size of the hippocastanum. This tree is small in size, 
and exhales an unpleasant odor, particularly while in flower. 
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MEDicnrAL Properties. — The timber is not yalnable. The 
large tarinaceous seeds contain a considerable amount of 
nourishment, which is rendered unavailable, because of the 
intensely bitter and narcotic pnnciple with which they are 
charged. Common hoi'se - chestnuts, nevertheless, with some 
precautions, are largely and advantageously used in Switzerland 
for fattening sheep. They are also eaten eagerly by deer, 
horses and oxen. Starch prepared from them, is superior to 
that of wheat, and excels as an article of diet, that of the potato. 
Paste prepared from them is preferable to any other, not only be- 
cause possessing great tenacity, but also from the fact, that no 
moths or vermin will attack anything cemented with it. They 
have been recommended as a substitute for coffee. They contain 
sparingly a saponaceous principle. 

The young leaves are aromatic, and have been used instead of 
hops in brewing beer. 

The roots contain a mucilaginous and saponaceous matter, 
which is thought to be poisonous. Active and poisonous proper- 
ties prevail in the root, seeds, bark and foliage. 

The bark has little odor, but an astringent and bitter, though 
not disagreeable taste. It contains, among other ingredients, bitter 
extractive and tannin, and imparts its virtues to boiling water. Its 
active constituent is supposed to be tannin, hence it has been 
employed in tanning. It is recommended as a tonic, astringent, nar- 
cotic, and antiseptic; in fevers as a febrifuge, for gangrene, and as 
an errhine. A strong decoction is recommended as a lotion to gan- 
grenous ulcers. 

It has attracted much attention in Europe, as a substitute for 
Cinchona, although it certainly cannot be considered comparable to 
Peruvian Bark in its power over intermittents. It is at present 
seldom used, and never in this country. The bark of the branches 
from three to live years old is considered the best. It should be 
collected in spring. 

The powdered kernel snuffed up the nostrils produces sneezing, 
and has been used with advantage as a sternutatory in complaints 
of the head and eyes. In Europe the oil at present is a fashionar 
ble remedy for gout and rheumatism. Maceration in an alkaline 
solution removes the bitter principle. JEsculine is the name given 
to the extractive matter. 

Hahnemann thus speaks of it : " We can, from the morbid 
effects which the bark is able to produce, form a just estimate of 
its medicinal powers, and determine whether it is suitable for pure 
intermittent fever, or some of its varieties. The sole phenomenon 
we know belonging to it is, that it produces a constrictive feeling 
in the chest. It will accordingly be found useful in (periodical) 
spasmodic asthma." 

Digest of Symptoms.^—The following digest of the symptoms 
have been arranged from provings made by Dr. Woodward 
Warren, and by Dr. O. A. Buchmann, upon himself and six other 
persons — four females and three males, all in middle life : 
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In each instance the mother tincture or crude drug was em- 
ployed, in doses of fiom live drops to twenty grains. 

Dr. Buchraann introduces the provings in the following words : 
"Horse-chestnuts have been occasionally used as a popular remedy, 
and the favorable results heard from their use in glandular swellings 
of horses, in chronic catarrhs of the respiratory passages and of 
the intestinal canal, determined me to undertake a careful proving 
of them on the healthy, in order to ascertain if their vaunted cura- 
tive powers were on the homoeopathic principle."* 

Symptoms. — Compiled from eighteen provings, by eight persons, 
The figures represent the number of times the preceding symptom 
was mentioned by the provers. 

General Symptoms. — Feeling of extreme illness. Great weakness. 
Totters when walking (2). Weariness (3). Fatigued feeling, 
as from a long walk. Sensation as if she would faint. General 
feeling of malaise. 

Duration of action, from two to six hours. 

Sleep. — Inclination to sleep. Yawning and stupefying sleepi- 
ness. Constant yawning (2). Falls asleep when sitting. Sleep 
for a quarter of an hour. Slept well 

Fever. — Chilliness and goose-skin. Attack of rigor, lasting ten 
minutes. Cannot get warm. Rigor for half an hour. Rigors. 
General perspiration. Heat in the whole body. 

Sensorlam. — On waking cannot recognize what she sees; 
knows not where she is ; nor whence come the objects about her 
(2). Inward cheertulness and placidity of temper. 

Head. — ^Feeling as if a board were on the head. Aching in 
the forehead. Feeling as during a cold in the head. Sensation as 
if intoxicated. Confusion of the head (2). Giddiness. Vertigo, 
with sensation of balancing in the head. Formication in the front 
of the temple. Heaviness in the head. Heat in the head and eyes. 
Headache over the left eye (2). Headache over the right eye. 
Dull pains in the head, here and there, chiefly in the right temple 
and occiput, followed by dull stitches in the forehead and left tem- 
ple. Dull pressure in the forehead. Throbbing in the ri^ht frontal 
eminence. Fine stitcheswn the left temple. Dull pain in the left 
temple. Sharp pressing pain in the right temple. Dull stupefying 
pain in the head. Dull pain in the occiput (3). Bruised feeling in 
the occiput. Heat in the integuments of the occiput (3). Heat 
extending from the occiput to the ears (2^. 

Eyes. — Burning in the internal canthi. Burning and stinging 
deep in the left orbit, as if the pain surrounded the eye-ball. 
Weight and heat in the eyes. Coldness in the left eye. Jerking 
in the right eye. Quivering of the lids. Lachrymation (2). Flick- 
ering before thd eyes (2). Can see well at a distance ; can read 
without spectacles, which she could not do before. 

Ears.— Burning of the ears. Heat in the occiput, extending to 
the ears. 

Hose. — Severe fluent coryza (8). Burning in the nostril. Raw 
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feeling throughout the whole nasal cavity. The naflal mncna 
becomes wateiy. Thin mucus from the nose, causing a irequent use 
of the pocket-handkerchief. Dry feeling and sensation of heat in 
the nose, especially its point, as when a severe coryza is about to 
come on. Disposition to sneeze. Feeling as after having taken a 
pinch of snuff. Formication in the nose (8). Sensitiveness of the 
nasal mucous membrane to the respired air (8). The respired air 
causes a feeling of coldness in the nose (2). Drawing in the right 
nostril, as in violent coryza. Twisting sensation in the front part 
of the nose. Shooting pun in the head. 

Face — Looks ill. ^ale miserable appearance (2). Flying heat 
and redness of the left side of the face C2). Burning in the left 
cheek. 

Movth— The taste was something like that of aloes. Bitter taste 
(8). Coppery taste, acting as an astringent in the mouth and 
GBSophagus ; at first bitter, then sweet. Sweetish taste (6), as after 
taking Dulcamara — like liquorice. Burning in the mouth (3). 
Biting and stinging at the tip of the tongue. Increased flow of 
saliva (9), producing an inclination to swaUow. 

Throat* — Contractive pain in the throat (2). Sort of constricted 
scraped sensation, causing a disposition to hawk. Irritation in the 
throat and oesophagus. All the throat was excoriated and con- 
stricted. Dryness and contraction of the throat. Dryness in the 
throat. Burning in the throat (12), like fire, when swfdlowing; at 
one time slight, then severe ; with raw feeling. Constant shooting 
and raw pain in the throat. Scraping sensation in the throat. The 
mucus in the throat becomes thinner. Hawking of thick (2), after- 
wards watery mucus. Frequent call to expectorate mucus, which 
becomes watery. The mucus in the throat excites a cough. Tick- 
ling in the throat (2), causing a cough. Inclination to swallow. 
Formication in the fauces. Dull pressing and pricking in the 
fkuces. Biting and stinging pain in the fauces. Stinging and burn- 
ing in the soft palate and posterior nares. Increased pain in the 
throat, after eatmg a grape. 

Stomach. — ^Nausea (15). Retching (2). Inclination to vomit. 
Violent vomiting. Burning in the stomlfc^h {4). Heart-bum for 
half an hour. Water-brash. Eructations of wind (16^ ; of mucus ; 
of thick mucus ; of viscid mucus (3) ; empty eructations. Flying 
heat before the eructation. Fullness of the stomach (3). Periodi- 
cal tightness in the scrdbiculus cordis, with labored breathing. 
Twisting in the scrobicults cordis. Aching and rumbling in the 
stomach. Cutting stomach-ache. The aching in the stomach 
extends. Comfortable feeling in the stomach. Hunger. 

Abdomen. — Constricted feeling in the bowels. Cramp-like con- 
striction in the bowels, followed by stool (the fourth time). Grip- 
ing in the bowels (2). Cramps in the bowels. Motions, preceded 
by pain in the bowels. Pinching below the navel. Fine pricking 
pains around the umbilicus. Pain from the^jowels to the small of 
the back. Burning in the bowels. Pressing downwards in the 
abdomen. Rumbling in the bowels, half an hour, without pain. 
Distention of the abdom^. Pain in the hypochondria, through to 
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the back, especially on inspiratioiu Tearing pain in the right side, 
above the hip, deeply seated. Colic, with pinohine pains in the 
W^A^ hypochondriam. Stitches in the n'^A^ hypochon^riom. Stitches 
in the left side. Fine stitching in the left hypochondriam. Cut- 
ting in the l^ inguinal region. Rumbling in the hypogastrium. 

Stools.— Eructations oi wind, with desire to go to stool. Three 
moderate f<Bcal evacuations half an hour after taking the drug. 
Four loose evacuations within a quarter of an hour. In two hours 
several thin evacuations. In two hours after taking the drug, two 
moderate evacuations. Constant urging to stool, mer two nours. 
Pressure in the rectum, with desire to go to stool. Ineffectual 
efforts to stool. Difficult scanty stooL Difficult hard stool, followed 
by burning and constriction in the rectum. Constriction in the 
rectum (2). Itching in the anus (2); with raw feeling. Stool of 
a mixed character. Two liquid motions, preceded oy griping. 
Motions preceded by pinching in the bowels. Frequent expulsion 
of flatus (2.) The usual stool did not take place (2). 

Urine. — Shoots in the orifice of the urethra^ Call to urinate* 
On two occasions, at short intervals, urging to urinate. 

Genital Orsans* — ^Leucorrhcea. Burning in the mammas. 

Larynx. — Hoarse voice; speaking brings on a coueh. Short 
cough, increased by swallowing and oreathmg deeply. The mucus 
in the throat excites a cough (2). Hckling in the larynx, causing 
a cough with mucus expectoration. Cough from irritation. Dry 
cough. Repeated cough. Dryness in the larynx. Frequent ci^ 
to expectorate mucus, which becomes watery. Pressure in the 
throat-pit, as if something had stuck there which required to be 
expelled. 

Lungs. — ^Hot feeling in the chest, with cold rising up (2). Burn- 
ing and heat in the chest. Raw feeling in the throat and chcRt (2). 
Warm feeling in the chest. Shooting pain in the sternum. Pains 
in the sternum, as if a piece were torn out of the chest. Sudden 
stitches throughout the chest. Pains in the right scapula, and in 
the* left side of the chest, increased on inspiration. Rheumatic pain 
in the right scapula. On the right side ox the chest a sensation as 
if the lung painfully moved up and down at each respiration (2). 
Increase ^ the pain on drawmg a deep inspiration. JPain in the 
chest, alternating with pain in the abdomen. Stitches leave the 
left side of the chest and go to the right. Twitching from the 
diest to the left shoulder. Tightness in the chest (6). Labored 
breathing (2). Palpitation of the^heart (4) ; severe, periodic, fre- 
quent, with great anguish. 

Upper Kxtremities. — ^The arm and hand of the left side become 
strikingly warmer, and feel as if they were heavier and swollen. 
Heat in the shoulders. Burning in the palms of the hands and 
soles of the feet. Constant jerking in the right arm. Paralysis of 
the right arm — cannot raise it. 

Back* — ^Pains in the small of the back, and lame feeling. Pain 
extending from the abdomen to the small of the back (2). Weari- 
ness in the small of the back. Tearing pain in the back. Lame- 
ness and sensation at if strained in the right lumbar region, extend- 
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ing to the rfuteal muscles. Heat in the back of the neck and 
shoulders. Weariness in the back of the neck. Lameness in the 
back of the neck (2). 



SUMMARY. 

denenl ^jmftowa* — ^Weariness, faintness. 

gleep.—^leepiness. 

FeTer,— Rigors; chills. 

Head* — Confused, dull, aching pain, as if from a cold. 

Ejes. — Burning heat, as if from a cold. 

Xosc. — Severe fluent eoryza. 

Xovtii. — Increased flow of saliva. 

fhro^U— Burning ; raw ; stinging; dryness. 

Stomach. — Eructations ; nausea. 

Stools. — Diarrhoea ; burning^ constriction^ pressure^ tenesmus^ 
and itching in the rectum^ indicate the utility of this drug in 
JuBmorrhoids. 

iMrjJkX.— Laryngitis f 

Ivng^s. — Bronchitis f Asthma f Palpitation f 

Back. — Pains and lameness in the small of the back. 

These symptoms indicate a wide range of influence. They 
exhibit decided actioa upon the mucous suHace of the air passages, 
upon the stomach, bowels, and rectum. 

The chills and rigors, stupifying sleep, confusion and dullness of 
the head, congestion of the liver and spleen, palpitation and 
impeded respiration, indicate an accumulation of blood in the central 
parts of the organism. 

The burning in the eyes, fluent coryza, water in the mouth, 
burning in the throat, nausea and eructations, the evident bronchi- 
tis, and hemorrhoidal disturbance, indicate congestion of the cap- 
pillary vessels, chiefly, we believe, venot^ congestion. 

Dr. Buchmann thus concludes his article : " I trust these prov- 
ings may induce others to institute more provings, and to test the 
therapeutic action of this drug. I may merely add, that I have 
succeeded in curmg radically a chronic cough with emaciation — 
which had long been treated without efl^BCt — ^by daily administra- 
tion of as much powdered chestnut as would lie on the point of a 
knife ; and that I have heard from persons on whom I could rely, 
of the rapid cure of a chronic diarrhoea^ in which many remedies 
have been used in vain, by a single dose of powdered horse-chest- 
nut." 

Let these abundant evidences of its usefulness become an 
incentive to renewed diligence in developing and perfecting the path- 
ogenesis of this important remedy. 

It is usually prepared by grating the nut, after removing the 
shell. When dry it can easily be reduced to a fine powder. Tri- 
turations are made as of any other homoeopathic remedy. [It is 
also prepared in the form of tincture. — Ed.] 
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PROVINGS. 

PBOVING BY C. W. BOYCK, M. D., OF AUBUBN, N. Y. 
Bead before the Oneida County Eom, Med, Society, 

August 24. Took ten grains of the first decimal tritura- 
tion at 9 A. H. Nausea immediately. Constant desire to swallow, 
with feeling of dryness and stiffness of the throat when swallowing. 

August 28. At 11 A. M., took ten grains of the same prepara- 
tion. Nausea immediately. Constant nausea. Feeling of dryness 
and roughness of the throat, as if from taking cold. 

At 6 p. M., took ten grains more. Nausea. For two following 
days, constant tendency to diarrhoea. Almost constant inclination 
to stool, but without any, or very slight evacuations. 

September 12. At 9 a. m., took ten grains of the same prepa- 
ration. Nausea immediately. Sick feeling in the stomach all day, 
with increase of appetite. 

At 4 p. M., took ten grains more. Nausea. Salivation. Metallic 
taste in the mouth. Sensation and dryness of the rectum. 

At 8 p. M., took ten grains more. Nausea. The thought of 
the medicine is unbearable. Dryness of the throat. Dryness and 
itching in the rectum, with feeling of stifihess of the skin and adja- 
cent cellular tissue, continuing for several days. 

September 24. At 3 p. h., took ten grains. Nausea imme- 
diately. Diarrhoea for twenty-four hours following. 

September 26. At 4 p. m., -took ten grains. Nausea imme- 
diately. Increase of saliva. The taste of the drug remained in 
the mouth several hours. Diarrhoea of ingesta. For several days 
following there was a sensation as if the mucous membrane of the 
rectum was thickened, obstructing the passage of faeces. Dryness 
of the passage for several days, followed by a secretion of moisture. 
Soreness of the rectum, with a feeling as if something would pass 
off all the time I induced several other persons to make a few 
trials, but with no result except increased salivation, 

October -3. At 3 p. m., took ten grains of the first decimal tri- 
turation. Nausea immediately, and continuing all the afternoon. 
Dryness of the throat. Dryness of the rectum. 

October 4. At 1 p. m., took ten grains. Nausea. Increase of 
saliva. Dryness of the larynx, with tickling, scraping feeling of 
the laryngo-pharyngeal mucous membrane. Sensation of swelling 
of the nasal mucous membrane, as if from taking cold. Sneezing. 

October 5. At 9 a. m., took ten grains. Sensation of dryness 
and stiffness of the glottis, and all the pharyngo-laryngeal mucous 
membrane. Slight nausea. 

At 2 p. M., took ten grains. Increase of the dry feeling in the 
throat, followed by secretion of mucous, quite like the second stage 
of catarrh. Dry uncomfortable feeling in the rectum, which feels 
as if it were filled with small sticks. 

October 6. At 2 p. m., took ten grains. Painful dryness of 
the throat, lasting six hours. Feeling of prostration of the whole 
system. Great repugnance to the drug. 
4 
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October 7. At 10 a. h., took ten gndns. Nausea. Increase of 
the saliva. At 4 p. m., took ten grains. Nausea. Desire for a 
passage from the bowels without result. Desire to remain at stool 
a long time, with straining. Excessive dryness of the rectum, with 
feeling of heat. At 9 p. m., took ten grains. Nausea immediately, 
with ineffefctual attempts to evacuate the bowels. Feeling in the 
rectum as though folds of the mucous membrane obstructed the 
passage, and as if^ were the effi>rt continued, the rectum would 
protrude. 

October 10. There has been during the past thr«e days sore- 
ness in the rectum, with increased secretion of mucus. Frequent 
inclination for and ineffectual efforts at stool. At 8 p. m., took ten 
grains. Nausea as soon as the drug was taken. At 8 p. m., took . 
ten grains. Nausea. 

October 11. Early in the morning a feeling of emptiness and 
gnawing in the stomach. At 10 a., m., took ten grains. Nausea* 
Dryness of the throat after eating. After eating the stomach feels 
full, as if the walls were greatly thickened. Considerable pain in 
the stomach for four or five hours after eating, which continues 
until after taking food again. Dyspepsia. Quite severe pain in 
the right side of the head above the temple. Metallic taste in the 
mouth. Increase of secretion from the submaxillary glands. Good 
appetite. Dryness and soreness of the rectum. At 3 p. ic,, took 
ten grains. Soreness of the tip of the tongue, like that produced 
by ulcers. Thinking of the drug alwajrs produces nausea. The 
dryness of the rectum is followed by increased secretion of mu- 
cus. 

PBOVING BY W. WABBEN, M. D., OP DBBBFIELD, N. Y. 
Read before the Oneida County ffomoBopathU Medical Society, 

Dr. WooDWABD Wabben, aged thirty-six, nervo-bilious tem- 
perament, subject to bilious and gastric derangements. 

May 22. Took two grains of first decimal trituration at 
4 p. M. In half an hour felt a dull, pressing and pricking in the 
fauces, with a sensation of fullness in the epigastrium) with empty 
eructations, followed immediately by burning in the stomach and 
bowels. At 4.45, dull pains in the head, here and there, but princi- 
pally in th« right temple and occiput, followed by dull stitches in 
the forehead and temple. At 5.30, colic, with pinching pains in 
the right hypochrondrium ; empty eructations. At 6.30, fine, 
pricking pains around the umbilicus. 

May 29. Took two grains of second decimal trituration at 2 
p. M. At 2.25, felt a dull pressure in the forehead, with a slight 
feeling of nausea in the stomach, followed immediately by stitches 
in the right hypochondrium. At 2.45, bruised feeling in the occi- 
put, with feeling of lameness in the back of the neck. At 3.30, 
pressure in the rectum with inclination to stool, with empty eructa- 
tions. At 4.45, ineffectual efforts to^tool. At 8.25, feeling of con- 
striction in the rectum. 

May 30. At 6 a. m., difficult scanty stool. At 8 a. m., took 
three grains of first decimal trituration. In ten minutes coppery 



jBSCULTJS ^HIPPOCASTANITM. 27 

taste in the mouth, with increased flow of* saliva. At 8.30, dull 
pain in the occiput, extending to the ears ; fine stitches in the left 
temple, with slight feeling of nausea in the stomach. At 9 o'clock, 
feeling of lameness and weariness in the back of the neck, and 
small of the back. At 10 a. m.j empty eructations. 

May 81. Took two grains of second trituration at 8.30 a. U, 
At 9, copious soft stool, followed by burning, and a feeling of swell- 
ing and constriction in the rectum. At 9.15, empty eructations. 
At 9.30, slight burning and nausea iix the stomach, with increased 
flow of saliva ; fine stitching in the left hypochondrium. At 9.45, 
confused feeling in the head; giddiness. At 10, dull pain in the 
occiput, with flushes of heat in the integuments of the occiput, 
back of the neck, and shoulders. At 11.25, burning in the ears. 

June 7. Took five grains of second decimal trituration at 12 
A. M. At 12.30, coppery taste, with increased flow of saliva, and a 
dull, pressing pain m the left hypochondrium. At 12.45, dull pain 
in the left temple ; giddiness and confused feeling in the head ; 
sharp, biting, and stinging pain in the fauces and tip of the tongue. 
At 1 p. M., rumbliclg in the hypogastrium, with cutting pains 
around the umbilicus ; burning and stinging deep in the left orbit, 
as if the pain surrounded the ball of the eye, with a feeling of cold- 
ness in the eye. At 1.15, heat in the integuments of the occiput, 
extending to the ears. At 1.80, cutting in the left inguinal region; 
slight nausea with empty eructations. At 2.30, general feeling of 
msdaise, with dull, stupefying feeling in the head. At 4 p. m., dull 
pain in the occiput, and lame tieeling in the small of the back. 

June 8. At 7 a.m., difficult, hard stool, followed by burning 
and feeling of constriction in the rectum. At 9 a.m., took three 
grains of second trituration. At 9.45, stinging and burning in the 
soft palate and posterior nares; bitter taste, and increased flow of 
saliva. At 10, vertigo, with sensation of balancing in the head ; 
throbbing in the right frontal eminence.. At 10.15, empty eructa- 
tions, with burning in the stomach, and fine, pricking pains around 
iJie umbilicus. At 10.20, sharp, pressing pain in the right temple. 
At 2 P.M., lameness, and sensation as if strained in the right lumbar 
region, extending to the gluteal muscle. 

PROVING BY H. M. PAINB, M. D., OP CLINTON, N. T. 
EMd before the Oneida County HomoBopathie Medieal Society, 

September 28. In usual health. Took ten drops of the pure 
alcoholic tincture at 10 p. h. 

September 29. Took ten drops at 10 p. m. 

September 30. Took thirty drops at 10 p. m. 

October 1. Headache, general, through the whole head. A 
sensation of fullness in all the upper part of the head. Vertigo, 
very annoying all the afternoon. General malaise. 

October 2. Experienced a repetition of, similar symptoms again 
to-day. Disappeared after 4 o'clock, p. mI Took forty drops at 
9 P.M. Observed a few minutes after a quick, severe, griping 
pain in the epigastric region. It continued about half an hour. 



28 NEW HOMOEOPATHIC PR0VING8. 

October 3. Feel miserably, cross, disiDclination to perform any 
labor. Headache in the upper part of the head. The pain is uni- 
form and constant. The sensation is that of fulhiess and pressure 
rather than acnte pain. Vertigo, quite troublesome. The above 
symptoms continued till toward evening, and then disappeared. 
At 10 p. M., took forty drops. Experienced a severe griping pain 
in the epigastrium a few minutes after taking the drug, u, con- 
tinued until r fell- asleep— about half an hour. It extended from 
the stomach to the umbilical region, and appeared to be produced 
by flatus, as there was at the same time qmte a perceptible sensa- 
tion of motion in the bowels. 

October 4. Few abnormal sensations to-day. No headache. 
Slight vertigo. Took forty drops at 9 p. m. 

October 6. Sore throat, quite troublesome in the forenoon; 
none in the afternoon. For the first time since commencing the 
proving had rather a difficult stool. Took forty drops at 9 p. m. 

October 7. . Slight soreness in the pharynx during the day. 
Rather a difficult stool about noon, followed for an hour by a slight 
soreness, aching and fullness in the rectum, indicating piles. Took 
fifty drops at 9 p. m. 

The taste of the drug is at first intensely bitter, and is peculiarly 
unpleasant and nauseous. The bitter taste is soon displaced by a 
pleasant, sweetish flavor, very similar to that of ordinary liquorice 
root. This sweet taste remains about an hour. 

Immediately on taking the drug there is a sensation of scrap- 
ing, irritation, or burning, extending from the mouth to the stom- 
ach. It usually passes off in an hour or two. It remains longer in 
the stomach than in the throat. 

Another very unpleasant sensation experienced immediately on 
taking the drug is nausea. It is transient, recurring at short inter- 
vals, and usualh^ disappears in about half an hour. 

Clinical Notes I. P.T-Have been subject for several years to 
occasional attacks of haemorrhoids, attended with little haemor- 
rhage, although considerable pain, aching, swelling, and rigid 
hardness of the rectum. The paroxysms usually accompany consti- 
pation. The pain commences about an hour after an evacuation, 
and continues from two to six hours. 

About ten grains of the grude nut, finely pulverized, were 
placed in a half-ounce vial of alcohol and water, in equal parts. Of 
this ten or twelve drops were taken nearly every evening for 
about five weeks — commencing August 11, 1860. 

The piles were uniformly relieved after three or four doses. 
Observed on two or three occasions, that when the remedy was 
discontinued for a few days, the symptoms soon returned. It is 
now four months since all symptoms of the disease disappeared. 
No other effects were discovered. 

II. R. Had been suffering severely from haemorrhoids for 

ten or twelve days, with a constipated state of the bowels, and 
severe pain in the tumors — ^making it very unpleasant to stand on my 
feet or walk. Also more or less nausea, loss of appetite, furred 
tongue, a sensation of fullness about the navel, flatulent pains in 
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the bowels, and very dark stools. About two weeks previous to 
the attack of haemorrhoids, had a severe attack of bilious colic, 
which was relieved by Colocjmth, Chamomilla, and Mercurius sol. 

On the morning of June 13, 1860, took 200 pellets of the sixth 
centesimal attenuation of .^Esculus. The only symptom referable 
to the drug was irritation of the throat and oesophagus— a sort of 
constricted, scraped sensation, causing a diepositlob to hawk. This 
occurred about an hour after taking the drug, and continued for 
several hours. 

Continued the remedy for several mornings in succession. The 
piles are entirely relieved ; the bowels act regularly ; the appetite 
fair ; nausea and flatulence gone ; and, in short, enjoy my usual 
standard of health. 

Dr. L. B. Wells, of XJtica, has employed this remedy in all cases 
of haemorrhoids occurring in his practice during the past two years, 
and generally with very good results. 

Dr. Wm. M. Cuthbert, in N. A. Journal for February, 1864, 
says : " I proved the drug to a limited extent on my own person, 
not being subject to piles, using the first potency. The effects 
produced being a painful weakness of the loins, with duU, aching 
painy accompanied by severe tumors around the anus. These 
symptoms becoming so severe as to interfere with professional 
duties, I was reluctantly compelled to end the proving, and one 
dose of Nux vomica antidoted in a few hours all the painful symp- 
toms, since which I have experienced none of them." 

Cases referred to by Dr. Cuthbert : 

1. Man; aged 37 ; mechanic. One dose of third potency not 
only entirely relieved the piles, but also enabled him to lay off a 
truss which he had worn for years for an inguinal hernia. 

2. Mrs. M. Piles (protruding at times) of ten years' stand- 
ing, cured with three doses. It is now three years since, and she 
has never had any symptoms of it in that time. 

3. Mr. B. External piles. Promptly cured with one dose; 
Nux vomica never having any effect. 

4. Mr. L. Blind bleeding piles of twenty years' standing, 
cured with three doses, one every Iwo weeks. 

A cerate has been prepared from the -^sculus, which has been 
found a very eflScadous and convenient external application to pile 
tumors. ' 

PROVING BY W. H. BURT, M. D. 

The following thorough proving by Dr. Burt, of Lyons, 
Iowa, I present to the profession without any clinical remarks. 
It speaks for itself. The jEscuIus h. seems likely to prove a val- 
uable remedy. — (Sale): 

March 14th, 1864. At 10 a. m., took 10 grs. of the first dec. 
trituration of the dried nut; 11a. m., neuralgic pain in the region 
of causality (right) darts towards the left, with a constrictive feel- 
ing of the skin of the forehead, followed by flying pains in the 
epigastric region (lower right lobe of the liver); constrictive feeling 
of the fauces ; 12 i£., neuralgic pain in the region of the heart lasted 
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one minnte, with frequent pains in the epigastric region. Doll, 
aching pain in the small of the back, very much aggravated by 
walking ; 1 p. v., there has been very ft'eqnent neuralgic pains in 
the region of the apex of the heart and stomach, with a seyere, doU, 
aching pain in the lumbar region ; 4 p. m., constant, dull, aching 
pain in the small of the back, aggravated by motion — took 20 grs. ; 
5 p. H., slight irontal headache, acrid constrictive feeling in the 
fauces— there has been fi'equent sharp pains in the region of the 
apex of the heart atid stomach, constant, quite severe, aching pain 
from the pit of the stomach to the right lobe of the liver, slight 
back-ache, knees ache severely; 10 p. m., there has been frequent 
flying pains in the forehead and temples, feeling as if something had 
lodged in the fauces that . produces a constant inclination to swal- 
low, good deal of distress in the stomach, and flying pains in the 
bowels, very severe and constant backache, knees ache severely— 
took 20 grs., no stool. 

16th. Called up three times through the night, back ached 
very hard all night, and is still aching; 1 a. m., took 20 grs.; 12 
M., dull frontal headache, fauces feeling very dry and constricted, 
burning distress in the stomach, frequent eructations of air, very 
tired and languid, back aches severely; 9 p, m., there has been 
frequent pains in the umbilical and hypogastric regions all day, but 
they were not very severe, dull backache ; no stool. 

16th. Up most of the night with the sick; very hard and dry 
stool at 1 A. M., followed by colicky pain in the umbilicus, and 
severe cutting pains in the anus. Took 10 grs. at 9 ▲. m. 10:30 — 
For the last hour there has been constant burning distress in the 
epigastric and umbilical regions, with a very severe aching pain in 
the lumbar region, very painful when trying to walk; occasional 
neuralgic pains in the forehead and apex of the heart; dry feeling 
of the fauces with frequent inclination to swallow. 11a. m., dull 
frontal headache; severe constrictive feeling of the fauces, with 
frequent inclination to swallow ; constant burning distress, with a 
constrictive feeling of the lower part of the chest; frequent pains in 
apex of the heart ; constant dull, aching distress in the umbilical 
region, with a very severe headache ; walking is very painftil. 12-^ 
Pulse 68, sofl} and weak ; dull frontal headache, with fluent coryza ; 
constant burning distress in the stomach ; dull, - aching pain in the 
lumbar region ; took 40 grs. 3 p. m., slight frontal headache, with 
great tightness of the skin of the forehead. At 1 p. m. there 
was great constriction of the fauces, with great irritation of the 
epiglottis that produced a dry hacking cough; does not trouble me 
now ; there has been constant burning distress in the stomach and 
bowels, with a severe fluttering sensation in the pit of the stomach, 
lasting five minutes at a time ; came on five different times ; empty 
eructations; frequent dull aching pains in the right hypochondriac 
region ; dull pains in the umbilicus, sometimes they are very sharp ; 
constant dull backache ; weariness in the small of the back ; tearing 
pains in the small of the back and hips when walking ; weariness 
with faintness at the pit of the stomach. 5 p. m., dull headache ; 
frequent neuralgic pains in the fauces, with frequent inclination to 
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swallow; constant burning distress in the stomach; severe aching 
pain in the lumbar region. 9 p. m. — Frequent twitching of the mus- 
cles under the left eye ; stomach and bowels distress me very much. 

] Yth. Was up all night with my wife who has a violent attack 
of diphtheria, compelled to stop my proving; feeling very much 
prostratied; back aching violently; walking is almost impossible; 
great denre for stool. At 5 a. k., a very hard and dry knotty 
stod, voided with great difficulty; violent backache all day; almost 
impossible to get up after sitting down. 

18th. Slight backache all day; no stool. 

] 9th. Hard stool, followed by a prolapsed feeling of the anus. 

20th. No stool. 

21 St. Natural stool. 

22d. Feeling well ; took 20 grs. of the pure pulverized nut at 
10:30 A. M. 11 A. M. — Severe smarting of the eyes; tongue feel- 
ing as if it had been scalded, with great constriction of the fauces ; 
constant dull pain in the region of the navel. 11:45 a. m. — Severe 
neuralgic pain in the region of the heart ; it is so painful that it 
lyrrests the breathing; lasted 10 minutes; dull aching pain in the 
right hypochondriac region; back commencing to ache severely. 
12 M. — Dull frontal headache, with a constricted feeling of the skin 
of the forehead ; great dryness of the fauces, with frequent incli- 
nation to swallow ; dull burning distress in the stomach ; severe neu- 
ralgic pain in the right inguinal region ; constant backache, affecting 
the sacrum and hips, very much aggravated by walking and stoop- 
ing forward; 'pulse 70. 3 p. m.— Slight frontal headache ; great 
dryness of the &uces ; constant and severe burning in the stomach, 
with a very severe backache in the lumbar region. 6 p. m. — There 
has been frequent flying pains in the forehead and temples all day ; 
fauces feeling constricted, with frequent dull pains on each side of 
the tonsils ; they look very dark and congested ; frequent eructations ; 
constant burning distress in the stomach ; frequent and long, last- 
ing, dull pains m the right hypochondriac region ; dull backache. 
9 P. M. — 6reat distress in the umbilical and hypogastric regions, 
and a very urgent desire for stool, with rumbling in the bowels; a 
very large and hard stool, voided with great difficulty, followed by 
severe pains in the anus, with a feeling as if a portion of the anus 
was protruded, accompanied with dull pains in the umbilical and 
hypogastric re^ons; this feeling lasted all night and until late in 
the morning, with a very severe backache in the lower part of the 
lumbar and sacral regions. 

23d. Slept soundly ; feeling quite well, excepting a feeling as 
if a portion of the anus was prolapsed, with a dull backache ; flat 
slimy taste in the mouth. 9 a.m., took 30 grs. 11 a. m. — Fre- 
quent flying pains through the temples ; profuse secretion of mucus 
in the nostrils, with coryza. The acridity in the mouth and fauces 
IB very slight ; constant and severe burning distress in the stomach, 
with an inclination to vomit ; constant dull, aching pain in the right 
hypochondriac region, and region of the gall bladder ; burning, 
aching distress in the umbilicus ; constant dull pain across the hips 
and sacrum; sharp pains in the region of the apex of the heart. 
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3 P. M.— Feeling? very depressed and low spirited; constant dull, 
burning, aching pain in the epigastric and umbitical regions j the 
greatest pain is m the pyloric portion of the stomach; at 4:30 
p. M. took 30 grains. 6 p. m. — Great congestion of the tonsils 
and sofb palate; frequent sharp, neuralgic pains in the region 
of the heart, with a great burning in the same region; con- 
stant and very severe burning in the stomach and bowels ; very 
hard to endure the burning distress; feeling faint and weak; very 
severe backache, worse by motion. 9 p. m. — Frequent flying pains 
in the temples ; constant dull, burning pain in the pyloric portion 
of the stomach ; constant dull pains in the right hypochondriac 
region, aggravated by walking ; dull pains in the umbilicus; very 
urgent desire for stool. 7 p. m. — Very hard, dry stool, followed by 
pain in the anus ; frequent stitches in the region of the heart ; dull, 
aching pain in the sacrum. 

24th. Slept well, but awoke three times and found I had a 
dull, burning pain in the stomach ; sweet, flat, slimy taste in the 
mouth ; tongue veiy much coated yellow ; fauces congested ; con- 
stant dull pain in the cardiac portion of the stomach ; very severe 
pain in the small of the back and hips when getting up, not much 
after moving a minute or so ; pulse 76. 10 a. m. — Severe burning 
distress in the stomach (superior cardiac portion). Took 30 grs. 12 
H.; pulse 72; constant burning, aching distress in the epigastric 
region, with constant dull, aching pains in the right hypochondriac 
region ; constant dull backache ; frequent pains in the region of 
the apex of the heart and between the shoulders. 2 p. m. — Great 
desire for stool; stool, first part black and hard, the last part 
about the natural consistence, but almost white as milk, showing 
that the secretion of bile is almost completely suspended; the 
stool was followed by severe tearing pains in the ajius ; constant 
burning distress in the epigastric region ; the small of my back 
aches so severely that it is almost impossible to stoop down, or 
to get up when sitting down. 4 p. m., took 40 grs. 6 p. m.— 
Severe congestion of the tonsils and soft palate, with a constant 
aching distress in them ; constant aching, burning distress in the 
epigastrium; constant dull, aching distress in the right lower lobe 
of the liver ; the backache is very severe when moving. 9 p. m. — 
Constant aching distress in the tonsils and fauces, with frequent 
inclination to swallow ; the burning, aching distress in the epigas- 
trium is almost unendurable, it makes me feel very faint and weak ; 
constant dull, aching distress in the right lobe of the liver ; great pain 
in the back and hips when trying to move ; legs aching severely, 
feeling so weak that I must lie down all the time. 

25th. Slept soundly ; feeling so weak, and my back pains me 
so much when trying to move, that it is with great difficulty 
that I can get up ; moving produces violent pains in the sacrum 
and hips; very severe jfrontal headache; flat, bitter taste in the 
mouth; tongue coated yellowish white; tonsils and soft palate 
very much congested, but no enlargement ; constant pain in the 
cardiac portion of the stomach ; dull, aching distress in the right 
iiver; urine very high ^colored ; good deal of dull, aching pain be- 
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tween the shoulders. 12 m., have had a veiy hard frontal head- 
ache all day; back and legs have ached so severely that I was 
compelled to lie down all the forenoon; feeling very feverish, hands 
hot and dry ; pnlse 66, soft and weak ; disposition to stretch and 
yawn all the time; feeling as if I had the ague; great deal of 
distress m the epigastrium and liver. 3 p. m.— Feeling very weary 
and low-spirited. Took 80 ^. 6 p. m. — Oonstant distress in the 
stomach, with frequent pams through the bowels; back pains 
severely when moving. 9 p. m. — Great desire for stool ; stool about 
natural consistence, followed by a prolapsed feeling of the anus. . 

26th. Slept soundly ; back pams me when first moving, other- 
wise feeling well. 10 jl. k^ — Slight pain in the epigastrium ; took 
60 gra. 11 A. u, — ^For the last half nour there has been a constant 
dull, aching, burning pain in the region of the heart ; pnlse 66, sofb 
and regular ; oonstant aching distress in the tonsils ; frequent inoli* 
nation to swallow ; oonstant pain in the stomach and right lower lobe 
of the liver ; very severe pain in the lumbbHsacral region when stoop* 
ing ; dull, aching distrest in the dorsal region ; feeling very £unt 
and weak. 5 p. m. — ^Dull pain in the tonsils, with frequent inclinar 
iixm to swallow; the tonsils are congested of a very dark color; 
eoostant dull and very severe aching pain just below the pit of the 
stomach, which produces a very we^ faint feeling; it is very hard 
to endure the distress ; constant dull, aching distress in the right 
lobe of the liver, and between the shoulders along the dorsal 
region ; dull pain when moving in the lumbar in the lumbar-sacrat 
r^on; frequent rumbling in the bowels. 9. p.m. — Stool about 
aatmral consistence, but very white, showing a great deficiency 
of bile; constant dull pain in the liver and back. 

27th. Slept well; feeling quite well excepting good deal of 
pain in the lumbar-si^cral region when moving. 7 p. m. — ^For the 
iBMt two hours there has been constant very severe pain about 
wad joat below the pyloric extremity of the stomach ; severe pain 
in the sacrum and hips when moving ; a very dry stool at 9 p. 
VL, voided with difiiculty; dull pains in the right lobe of the 
liver and dorsal region. 

2Btiu Back is feeling very stiff when moving ; dull pains in 
the small of the back and sacral region ; oonstant dull, achmg pain 
in the right hypochondriac region, with frequent pains in the 
stomach all day, with constant desire for stool ; had two sofli stools, 
wUhoat giving relief to the desire for stool ; feeling very sad. 

39th. Slept well ; constant dull, aching pain in the right lobe 
of the liver all day, with frequent pains in the stomach and bow- 
da, and constant desire to stool; stool at noon very black and 
soft, without relieving the desire for stool. 

April Ist. There is still a good deal of pain in the lumbar 
rtgion, with soft, mushy stool. 

I believe if I had used nothmg but the first trituration it would 
lisve produced large hssmorrhoidal tumors, the large doses that I 
took Kept the bowels too loose. Not one of our remedies pro* 
duoe so many and so strongly marked symptoms of haamorrhoids 
as the flseculus. I would also call the attention of our physicians 
5 
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to the powerful effect sesculus has on the liver. I intended to ex- 
. periment on animals with the sbscuIus, bat could not get the time 
to do it, but hope I will soon. It is a remedy that will well 
repay us for all our trouble. W. H. Bust, M. D. 



ALETRIS FARINOSA. 

(XJniwm Root, Stone Gratt.) 



. This plant is xMtrue Unicom, as distinguished from the faiU^ 
Helonias dioica. From all accounts it possesses many properties 
in common with the latter. The root is the officinal part, and is 
with difficulty distinguished from the Helonias. 

Aletrin^ or Aletridin, the active principle, is an Oleo-Resin, 
and is said to posi^ess the medicinal virtues of the plant. 

GsNXBAL Effects.— No proving of this ^lant has yet appeared, 
and the clinical experience of our school, is very meagre. The 
ecle<stic school however, speak highly of its value. 

^^ In the recent state, and in large doses it is considerably narco- 
tic, with emetic and cathartic properties. When dried these 
properties are destroyed, and it becomes a bitter tonic." {King^ 

^^ The aletris is tonic, stomachic, narcotic, discutient, emetic, ca- 
thartic and expectorant. In large doses it is said to produce 
nausea, vomiting, purging, dizziness and other unpleasant effects, 
which would seem to indicate that it is possessed of acro-narcotic 
properties.'' {JT, and 8. Mat. Med.) ^' It is believed, that no Am^ 
rican plant exceeds the Aletris, in intense and permanent bitterness. 
In this ren)ect it is not inferior to aloes 'or quassia. It seems to 
be a pure bitter, having also some emetic and cathartic properties. 
As a tonic stomachic, it is not surpassed by any of our indigenous 
plants, and for this purpose it is extensively employed as a popular 
remedy and in regular practice. It has long been held m high 
repute among the Indians. There is some reason to believe, that 
it possesses narcotic properties. Rafinesque, who seems to have 
experimented a good deal with it, says, that ^^ only small doses 
must be used, because large ones produce nausea, dizziness and 
narcotic effects, and that the powdered root should not be given in 
larger doses than twelve grains. Its uses are the same as gentian 
and quassia. In some parts of the country it is used by botanies 
as a remedy for dropsy, dysentery and colic. We regard it as an 
alterative tonic, very similar to hydrastin." — {Prof. Lee.) It is 
highly probable that a thorough proving of this medicine would 
develop its value, and make it almost an equal with Helonias, or 
perhaps China, although it does not appear to possess the anti- 
periodic properties of the latter drug. It has, however, some 
reputation in Intermittents, and one of the common names of the 
plant is " ague root." 
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Special Effects. — gensorlniiiy Head, etc. — ^Vertigo ; dizziness, 
with vomiting ; purging ; sleepiness ; and even stupefaction. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^Tlieoreticallv, I would suggest that it 
may be useful in certain congestions of the head, when the above 
symptoms are present. In certain cases of Meningitis^ in children 
and adults, the disease is ushered in by a similar train of symptoms. 
A high dilution of the tincture of the fresh root might in such 
cases prove curative. It is highly recommended by Dr. King 
(" Diseases of Females ") in hysteria, 

Gastric Sympt^nns — ^Vomiting ; purging ; excessive nausea, with 
giddiness, etc. 

Clinical Remarks. — Small doses are said to promote the 
appetite and assist digestion. It is used in cases of flatulent colic. 
It is highly recommended in cases of dyspepsia, with much general 
debDity. All drugs which derange the digestive organs are, of 
course, homoeopathic to some form of dyspepsia, or gastric dis- 
order. Until we have a proving of Aletris, the indications for the 
use of this remedy cannot be given. It may, however, be used 
empirically as a dernier resort when other remedies fail. A case 
treated by me, may throw some light on its probable sphere of 
action. A lady in the fourth month of pregnancy became very 
much debilitated ; had nausea, but no vomiting ; disgust for all 
food ; the least food caused distress in the stomach ; veiy consti- 
pated ; frequent attacks of fainting, with vertigo ; sleepy all the 
time ; emaciated. I used Pulsatilla, China, Iron, Sepia, Nux vom- 
ica, Ignatia, and many other remedies with no apparent result. 
Discouraged at the result of my treatment, she declared her inten- 
tion to procure some " bitters.'' She " knew some hitter tonic 
would help her." I happened to have a drachm of Aletridin in the 
office. This I dissolved in four ounces of sherry wine, and ordered 
a teaspoonful three times a day. In a week she came into my office 
exclaiming, "Your bitters have cured me." The improvement 
was really great, and no other medicine was used. A constant 
pressure and pain in the uterine region was also removed by the 
medicine. In a similar case I have since used the first dilution 
with apparent good results. 

Female GeneratiYe Organs. — Colic in the hypogastrium. Pres- 
snre in the region of the uterus. Labor-like pains at the time of 
the menses. Weight in the uterine region. Premature and pro- 
fuse menses. Abortion. Leucorrhoea. 

Clikical RsicASEB. — ^Tho AletriSy is by general consent of 
Eclectic physicians, considered to possess specific relations as a 
curative remedy, on certain diseases of the Uterus. I quote some 
of the testimony : " The root exerts a tonic or stimulating influ- 
ence upon the reproductive organs of the female. In amenor- 
riioea, dysmenorrhoea, and engorged condition of the uterus, it 
will be found of especial benefit, removing the difficulties by. 
restoring the uterus to its normal condition. It will also 
he foand advantageous in those instances when there is 
an halHtoal tendency to (ibart^ not depending upon syphilitic 
taint, or other causes independent of the reproducdve 
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organs. I have found it nseful in prolapsus uteris and am 
inclined to believe that it exerts a peculiar infiaence u^on tho 
vtenne ligaments, having cured several severe cases of uterine pro- 
lapsus by this agent ^one, without the aid of any mechanical 
means." — (King^9 Obstetrics, page 638.) " The Aletris is recom- 
mended in diseases peculiar to females, as an article of great value* 
In cases of frequent abortions, or when a disposition to abort 
exists, and uterine derangements in general.''— (c7. c6 S.McU. Med.) 
If the aletris possesses the power of preventing recurring abor- 
tions, it is certainly worthy our investigation. A fragmentary 
proving even may establish the basis upon which this recommenda- 
tion is based. Several physicians have verbally given me their 
testimony in favor of its power of preventing abortion, even after 
puns and haemorrhage had set in. I have been assured that it has 
been used in domestic practice, to produce abortion in the early 
months. It is evidently homoBopathic to (ibortion when accom- 
panied by the symptoms named above, as arising from over doses 
of the fresh root ; also in cases which seem to depend upon a want 
of tone in the uterine tissues and general system. 



APOCYNUM ANDROSEMIFOIIUM. 

{Dog-hane, MUk Weed, Bitter Soot) 

This in an indigenous, perennial, herbaceous plant, from three to 
fliit feet in height, and abounding in a milky juice which exudes 
when any part of the plant is wounded. The stem is smooth and 
mmple below, branched above, usually red on the side exposed to 
the sun, and covered with a tough fibrous bark. It grows in all 
parts of the United States, from Carolina to Canada ; is found along 
fences, in wet places, the skirts of woods, and flowers in June and 
July. The leaves are opposite, petiolate, ovate, acute, enUre, 
smooth on both edges and two or three inches long. The flowers 
are white, tinged with red and grow in loose nodding, terminal or 
axillary cymes. The peduncles are furnished with very small acute 
bractes. The tube of the corroUa is larger than the calyx, and its 
border spreading. The fruit consists of a pair of long, Imear, acute 
j<^oles, containing numerous imbricated seeds, attached to a central 
receptacle and ea^ frimished with a long seed-down. The root is 
the part employed, and is large, and like other parts of the plant, 
contains a milky juice. Its taste is unpleasant and extremely 
bitter. 

Great care should be taken not to confound this {dant with the 
apocynum cannabinum, which it closely resembles ; for the medicinal 
eflects of the two are very different, and the use of the one for the 
other might hazard the lives of our patients. 

The allopathio and eclectic schools have used it in a crude 
ettipirioid manner, as an emeUc^ alterative, tonic, aperient, diuretio, 
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detergent, deobfttnient, dUphoretio and anthelmintio, Ao^ much as 
they use other drugs, efipecially those of whose virtnes they know 
t^e leaRt. 

What little we do know of its real sphere of action, «nd its 
pathogenetic effects, have been ascaitained by Dr. J. H. Henry, a 
Sonthem homoeopathist, who proved it upon himself and two ladies, 
in pretty large doses, ranging from 50 to 1,800 drops of the mother 
tincture, of the fresh root. {The tinctare mnst have been a very 
weak preparation.) All the provers were well when they commenced 
taking the medicine, with the exception that one of the ladies had 
sniFerod from lencorrhoea, and Dr. H. himself had suffered from 
hsBmorrhoids. 

May 14th. — Each person took 50 drops fasting in the morning. 
Two of them felt crwnps m the bottoms of the feet; the third had 
vMeHtheat of the bottoms of the feet, with profrise sweeUing of the 
whc^e body. 

May loth. — Each took 100 drops. All felt cramps and burning 
in the bottoms of the feet, most severely in the right foot, with 
severe jE>ain in theioint of the left big toe^ and heat in the right leg 
and knee. One of the ladies and Dr. H. complained of great fulness 
and pain in the head, of an indescribable character. The next 
mornmg the three persons complained of eoMtipation of the 
bowels. 

May 16th.— All took 160 drops, and experienced about the 
same symptoms as on the 15th. Dr. H.'s tQet tingling pains in his 
toes^ sharp pains in the middle; Prembling of the body in two 
provers ; most delightful taste in the mouth of each. Everything 
smelled like honey to Dr. H. AU ccnnpiained of pains in different 
parts of the body, and Dr. H. of much pain in the knee and right 
shoulder. The ladies complained of pain of aU the teeth of the 
lower jaw, left side. 

May 17th. — Each took 200 drops. Neither, except Dn H. felt 
cramps in the bottom of the feet. All experienced symptoms like 
those felt on the 16th; pains and stiffness in the back of the head 
«nd neck; dull heavy pain when breathing seeming to go from 
above downward. 

May 18th. — ^Each took 250 drops. Dr. H. and one of the ladies 
snfierred from painful bilious diarrhoea. 

May 10th. — ^Each took 300 drops, and experienced heaviness of 
the body, with a great desire to sleep; flying pains in different parts 
of the system; pain in the head and back of the neck, swollen sensa- 
tions of the face and body, violent itching of body and fece. 

May 20th.— Each took 350 drops, and experienced all of the 
above symptoms, with profuse flow of clear urine ; pulsating pain in 
back of the head, and between the right hand and elbow, consti- 
pation of two persons; diarrbcea of the third, with much pain and 
rumbling, only two evacuations, but copious and affording much 
relief. 

May 21st. — ^Each took 400 drops and experienced mudi pain all 
over the head ; stiffness of the neck ; pain on turning of the left 
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side ; itching and burning of the face, much lassitude, frequent pac- 
ing of dear urine. 

May 22d. — Each took 450 drops, and felt all the previous syrnp- 
toms, together with great sneezing, twitching of the &ce, most 
violent pains in oil thejaintSy great itching and irritation in left 
nostril. . 

May 23d. — ^Each took 500 drops. Violent pain in the left 
zygomatic process, chilliness, lassitude, heat of head and neck, in- 
ability to sleep at night, violent dreams, sleep not refreshing, pain 
in the left groin of a shooting character. 

May 24th. — ^Each took 550 drops. Ladies suffered from profuse 
menstniationj lasting eight days, with violent pressing pain ; other 
symptoms as before. 

May 26th.— Each took 650 drops. Some efforts to vomit; pain 
increased in back of neck, and extending to front ; pains severe 
above each wrist. One prover had four bilious evacuations, another 
ten, and another, constipation. 

May 27th. — ^Each took 1,800 drops. All sick ; vomiting, purg- 
ing, great prostration and trembling of the body. 

1 his was truly heroic proving, bringing out boldly the char&cter- 
istic symptoms of the drug. 

General Bymptoms, — Nerves of Sensation, — Although the 
remedy produces a great many pains, and pain implies that the 
nervous system is involved, stiU it would seem that these were not 
simple nervous pains or neuralgias, but rather simulated rheumatic 
or dyscratic pains. It may prove useful in rheumatic-neuralgias. 

Nbbves 07 MoTioiir.— It produces cramps in the soles of the feet» 
pains and stiffiiess in back and neck, sneezing, twitching of the face, 
etc., yet it seems to act far more specifically upon the iibrous tissues 
and nerves of sensation, than upon those of motion. 

Fever and iDflammation. — It causes violent heat in the bottoms 
of the feet, with a profuse sweating all over; heat and pain in the 
toes, legs, and knees. Swollen sensation of the face and body, with 
violent itching of those parts ; pulsatory pain in head and back of 
neck, and between the right hand and elbow ; chiliness, heat of 
head and neck, so that one cannot sleep at night. 

Clinical Remarks. — According to Dr. Henry, it has been 
much used in the South, in bilious diseases and fevers ; in the marsh 
fever of the rice plantations, in yellow fever, in colds and inflamma- 
tion of the bowels and lungs, in dysentery and diarrhoea, of all these 
it seems most homoBopathic to biliotis fever^ when attended with 
bilious diarrhoea, in rheumatic catarrhs, dysenteries and fevers. 

Ob tlie Fibrous Tissues. — ^This seems to be the great field of its 
action. It has produced cramps in the feet, probably in the muscles 
and tendons ; great pain in the joint of the big toe ; heat in the right 
leg and knee ; tingling pains in the toes, pains in different parts of 
the body, but especially in the knee and right shoulder; pains and 
stiffness in back of head and neck ; dull heavy pain in the chest 
while breathing ; flying pains all over the system ; most violent 
pain in all the joints, etc. 

Clinical Rkmabks. — All the above prominent symptoms were 
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brought on by tangible doses of the drag. They seem to have been 
specific, for all the provers felt them. 

In JRheumoHam and BheuntcUic Gout,-^ Jt is perhaps the most 
homcBopathio remedy that we are yet acquainted with ; it may be 
most suitable in bilious subjects, or when there is a prominent bilious 
disorder in connection with the rheumatism. It seems to be ab- 
sorbed into the system and to penetrate Into the innermost portions 
of the body, similarly to the rheumatic poison, and even to pro- 
duce those critical evacuations from the bowels, skin, liver and kid- 
neys^ which terminate an attack of rheumatism; and according to 
the law of ^Similia," it ought to be specific for that protean 
disease. 

Mucous Membranes. — We have no decided proof that it acts 
specifically upon this tissue, although it produces sneezing and 
itching of nostrils, still it would seem homoBopathic to catarrhal 
affections of a rheumatic character. 

Bkin* — ^It causes profuse sweating when taken in large doses ; 
also swollen sensation of the face and body, and itching all over, 
and burning itching efface, etc. 

CiJisnoAL Rbmabks. — ^It may prove useful in those disagreeable 
perspirations which attend or follow rheumatic fever ; and is cer- 
tainly indicated in prurigo, especialy when attended with derange- 
ment of the liver. 

Head*— -Great fullness and pain in the head; pains and stiffness 
in back of head &nd neck, pain m head and back of neck. Pulsatory 
pain in back of the head, and between the right hand and elbow. 
Fain all over the head with stiffness of the neck. Heat of head and 
neck, and chilliness, lassitude, sleeplessness and troublesome dreams. 
Great pain in all of left side of head with pain above each wrist. 

Gltntical Rbmarks. — ^It is houHBopathic to bilious, rheumatic, 
and congestive headaches, especially when attended with rheumatic 
pains in other parts, proceeded by constipation, followed by 
diarrhcBa attended with swelling and itching of the face, and ter- 
minating with profuse flow of urine, or perspiration. It is also 
indicated in rheumatic or neuralgic hemicrania. 

lyes and Bars. — No symptoms involving these organs have yet 
been evolved, but judging from its general effects, it ought to prove 
useful in rheumatic affections of those organs. 

Hose. — With the pains all over, had severe sneezing with great 
itching and irritation in nostril. Everything smelled like honey. 

Clinical Remarks. — With the country people this plant in 
decoction, is considered a specific for worms and verminous fever, 
and in one case I saw good effects fi*om it after Cina and Santonine 
had fidled. Its moderate use expelled large quantities of ascarides. 
The above symptoms of the nose, are such as often indicate the 
presence of worms, 

Vice and Te^tll- — Swollen sensation of the face and body ; vio- 
lent Uohing of body and face ; itching and burning of face, twitch- 
ing of the face. Pain in all the teeth of the lower jaw^ left side. 

Clinical Rbmakks. — The sensation ol swelling of the face and 
body is also caused by aconite^ and is probably a purely nervous 
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sensation. The itching etc., is Uke that caused by Opiam and Mor- 
phia, is probably of a nervous character, not like that caused by 
HhuSj which indicates an impending eruption. The twitching of 
the &oe and pain in the teeth, point it out as a remedy in those 
rheumatic neuralgias of a similar character. 

Gastric SyMptons* — Most delightful taste in the mouth of each. 
Nausea and eiibrts to vomit. Vomiting, purging and great prostra- 
tion. Nausea with constipation, bilious vomiting. 

Clinical IIbmabk8.--So uniform is its emetic effects in large 
doses, that it was named by the Botanies, American Ipecac. It 
generally caused profuse vomiting of bile. Whea we have bilious ' 
vomiting with or without diarrhcea ; but with pains in the limbs, 
cramps in the feet, etc., then the Apoc. Andros, will prove 9k specific 
remedy. In cases (Agastric irritability and debility firom habitual 
Ittliousness, it will improve the tone of the stomach. 

Btomaeli and Bowels. — ^Flying pains in the stomach* fullness and 
pain in right side, (region of the liver,) with feeling as if something 
would pass the bowels, with slight nausea. ConstipcUion (from 
small doses 50 drops.) Bilious and painful diarrhoea. Diarrhcea 
attended with pain and rumbling, but only two large evacuations, 
giving much relief; 650 drops caused four bilious evacuations ia 
one prover, two in anoth^, and constipation in a third ; constipatioa 
and diarrhoea every alternate day. The largest dose caused sicknesa 
vomiting, purging, prostration^ etc. 

Clinical Rbhabks, — ^It is indicated in bilious ' diarrhoea with 
pain in the bowels and region of the liver ; in constipation like that 
caused by jaundice when the bile does not find its way into the 
bowels, but is retained in the blood and tissues. It is indicated ia 
bilious headaches ; also in bilious fever, when there is much heat 
and pain in the head, great tendency to drowsiness, or restlessness 
with troublesome dreams, and either bilious diarrhoea or constipar 
tion, with pains in the limbs. 

Urinary Organs* — Profuse flo w^ of clear urine. Frequent passing 
of clear urine. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^Previous to a bilious attack some persons 
have profuse flow of clear, limpid urine, with chilliness, headache, 
etc. This remedy would seem homoeopathic to such symptoms. It 
has been used successfully in dropsy from diseased liver. 

Cfenltal Organs* — ^Profuse menstruation lasting eight days, and 
attended with violent pressing down pain. One of the ladies was 
troubled with leucorrhoea b^ore taUng the medicine. She was. 
cured, and has not since bad a return. 

Frof, Lee says, "The Choctaw Indians use it eirtensively for the 
cure of venereal afifections, for which they regard it as specific. 
•They chew the fresh root, swallowing only the juice. There is no 
doubt of its efficacy in secondary and tertiary syphilis.*' 

Back and Extremities. — It caused severe pains in different parts 
of the body, back of the head, arms, legs, feet, shoulder, and vto- 
lent pains in aU the joints. (See " General Symptoms," and 
" Fibrous Tissues." 

Clinical Rbmabks.---No remedy seems more indicated by its 



AI^OCYNUM CANNABINUM. 41 

pathogenesis, for muscular and articular rheumatism, than this. It 
seems the analogue of Bryonia, Cimicifuga, Aconite, Phytolacca and 
Golchicum. 



APOCYNUM CANNABINUM. 

{IruRan Hemp.) 

This should not be confounded with the A« Androsemifolium, 
which it resembles only in appearance. The medicinal properties 
of the two are widely different. 

It is a perennial plant, stems herbaceous, erect, branching, of 
a brown color, and two or three feet in height ; the leaves are op- 
posite, ovate, oblong, acute at both ends, and somewhat downy 
beneath ; the cymes are pedunculate, many flowered and pubescent ; 
the corolla is small and greenish, with a tube not longer than the 
calyx, and with an erect border, the internal parts of the flowers 
are pinkish or purple. The pod, or follide is from three to five 
inches long, and resembles the pods of the asclepias syriaca, or com- 
mon silk-weed, but are much smaller. 

The stalk and root abounds in a milky juice which concretes 
into a substance closely resembling caoutchouc. It is the juice 
which contains the active principles. 

The root^ which is the officinal part, is horizontal, five or six feet 
in length, about one-third of an inch thick, dividing near the end 
into branches, which terminate abruptly, of a yellowish brown 
color when young, but dark chestnut when old, of a strong odor, 
and a nauseous,^ somewhat acrid, and a permanently bitter taste. 

It grows in damp places, by marshes and running stream% and 
is indigenous to nearly every part of the United States. 

The tincture should be dark red and intensely bitter. It is said 
by old authorities to be emetic and cathartic, sometimes diuretic, 
and like other emetic substances, promotes diaphoresis and expec- 
toration. 

When it does cause nausea, it is persistent and intense ; it then 
dinotinishes the frequency of the pulse, and appears to induce drow- 
siness independently of the exhaustion consequent upon vomiting. 

These crude notions however, convey but a fidnt idea of the 
qualities of this plant. No thorough and systematic proving of this 
plant has been made. A fragmentary but suggestive proving was 
once made by Dr. Peters. My own observations of its effects, en- 
able me to record many of its pathogenetic symptoms. 

Dr. Peters took hatf wine-glass fidl doses of Hunt's decoction, 
three times a day — ^morning, noon and night. For the first few 
days he noticed no perceptible effect, except an increased inclina- 
tion towards oonstipation. (This decoction must have been very 
6 
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weak, for a table spoonful of a deoootion snch as I have made, 
wonld have acted on him as a powerfal cathartic.) He noticed a 
decided scantiness of urine: occasionally there was some flatulence, 
and slightly uneasy sensation in the bowels. About the fourth 
day, decided distention of the abdomen began to occur. Espe- 
cially after a moderate dinner, all the sense of fullness seemed 
about the stomach, liver and spleen, while the lower bowels did not 
seem more flatulent than usual. 

The sense of oppression about the epigastrium and chest was 
so great, that there was often the greatest difficulty in getting 
breath enough to speak with any comfort, and this happened after 
lighter meals than ordinary. He was confident that his urine di- 
minished to one-thii'd its usual quantity, but there was no pain or 
mieasiness about the kidneys or bladder, on the contrary these or- 
gans felt remarkably comfortable ; they seemed simply torpid ; the 
little water that was passed, flowed as easily as if it were oil, and 
there seemed to be but little expulsive power about the bladder. 
The urine was generally of a light golden sherry-yellow color, not 
depositing any sediment on exposure to cold. ^*^T\na torpid action 
of the ki£ieys was rather peculiar as the weather was severely cold, 
and I was much exposed to it, and in m^ ordinary state, my kid- 
neys act frequently and rather freely. It is right to add that dur- 
ing the experiment I was growing very stout, and had just recovered 
from fever and ague, which may account for the oppression of the 
chest and flatulence.'' (Peters.) This may be, but his own experi- 
ments afterwards brought on similar symptoms, even when the 
drug was taken in minute doses. The symptoms observed by him 
and others, will be found under their appropriate heads. 

Ctoaeral Symptoms. —Weakness, lassitude. ^^I took for 6 days, 
5 drops, three times daily, of the 3d dilution. No unusual sensa- 
tions were observed untU the fifth morning of the proving, when 
on waking we felt a sinking at the stomach, dryness of the mouth, 
thirst, nausea, irresistible disposition to sigh, short and unsatisfac- 
tory^respiration, short and dry coitgh, scanty expectoration of white 
mucus. These symptoms continued during the day, and on retir- 
ing, we had in addition unusual heat of the skin, general restless- 
ness and desire to sleep without the ability to do so. During the 
entire day, urine was natural in quantity, and gave the same color 
to test papers as in health. The night of the fifth was one of great 
restlessness and little sleep. On the morning of the sixth day we 
awoke at about five o'clock, unrefreshed by our sleep, and with the 
same symptoms as on the fifth day, with the exception of a dimini- 
nution of the quantity of urine. During this day we were unable 
to detect any alteration in the composition of the urine, either by 
test paper or with acids. The symptoms of the seventh day and 
night were a continuation of the sixth, on the eighth day the 
stomach and chest symptoms had diminished, but the urinary se- 
cretion had increased in quantity and much lighter in color than in 
health. On the evening of the eighth day we experienced an un- 
usual heaviness of the head, with dull aching pains in the small of 
the back and limbs. There was no tenderness of the region of the 
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kidneys on pressure, bat a slight sorenesi^of the parts when bring- 
ing the muscles into action, indicating the masdes as the seat of 
the pains. From the ninth daj the symptoms continued very 
gradually to decline until the thirteenth day, ailer which no further 
abnormal phenomena were observed. {Marcy.) 

Clinioal Remabks. — ^The above fragmentary proving, is a very 
suggestive one. The groups of symptoms resemble those of non- 
in&mmatory dropsy, having a rheumatic or congestive origin. We 
often meet such symptoms in practice, where it is difficult to give 
a satis&ctory diagnosis. Before we can know the real action of apo<r 
cyntun, we shall have to make pathological provings of the drug. 

Li cases of general debility, from a watery condition of the 
blood and poor ^gestion, if at the same time there is scanty urine, 
apocynum will restore the strength and tone of the system. 

Skill, — ^Unusual heat of the skin. Cold skin — with nausea, 
vomiting, etc. Copious sweating. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^In nearly all the dropsies, the skin is dry 
and harsh. When from natural processes or from the action of 
medicines the skin becomes moist and soft, we may be pretty sure 
that improvement will soon follow. Whenever I have been suc- 
cessful m the use of apocynum, the skin became moist before the 
urinary secretion became more abundant. It has been found use- 
ful in some inveterate eruptions, as psoriasis. 

Sleep* — Desire to sleep without the ability to do so. Great 
restlessness with little sleep at night. On retiring unusual heat of 
skin ; Tyaking unrefreshed about 5 a. h. induces a tendency to 
sleep. Sleepmess with heaviness of the head. 

CiJKiOAL Rbmabks. — ^In nearly all dropsies, especially post- 
scarlatinal, the patient is feverish at night, and veiy restless. This 
often occurs before the dropsical effusion is noticed. In this stage 
the apocynum will prevent the malady from being established. 

Fever, — ^Unusual heat of the skin with gener^ restlessness and 
desire to sleep with inability to do so— -at night. Pulse very slow« 
with nausea. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^Dr. Trent daima for the apoo. anti-periodic 
virtues, but he gave it combined with oil of black pepper. Such 
observations as made by the allopathic school are perfectly worthr 
less, yet upon such flimsy foundations does their vaunted materia 
medica depend ! It is probably not useful for the affue properly, 
but is of value in the dropsical sequdsB which so often follow that 
disease. It is homoeopathic to the thoracic oppression, the bloat- 
ing of the stomach and bowels after eating ; the oedema and even 
night sweats ; in all of which I have used it with advantage in the 
2nd and 3d dilutions. 

In catarrhal fever with nightly exacerbation, short dry cough with 
scanty expectoration of white mucus, and oppression of the chest, 
it will be found curative. 

Mead« — Heaviness in the head. Heavy stupid headache with 
drowsiness. 

Clinical Bsmabks. — ^It is undoubtedly slightly narcotic in its 
^Eects. The drowsiness ^which it causes is very similar to that 
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which occnrs in all dropsidal affections which have reached a high 
degree of intensity. In such cases sleepiness is an unfavorable 
symptom, and should warn us to be on our guard against coma and 
apoplexy. In such conditions we have in this medicine a prompt 
and reliable remedy. Several times in the course of my practice 
have I rescued my patients by giving promptly the apocynum. If 
the dilutions failed of effect, as they sometimes will in cases marked 
by such torpidity, I have not hesitated to resort to the decoction, 
for I have ever considered the life of my patients to be of more 
importance than a blind adherence to established forms. We should 
recollect moreover that the tincture is not always the best prepara- 
tion. With many valuable plants the decoction is the best method 
of administration, because hot water alone, is capable of extracting 
all their medicinsd virtues. 

In a case of supposed hydrocephaluB in a child of Prof. Ren- 
wick, of New York, aged 16 months, after all other remedies had 
been given up and the case regarded as hopeless, the use of a 
decoction of Indian hemp was followed by perfect recovery. " The 
sutures of the head were opened ; the forehead projecting consid- 
erably ; the sight of one eye totally lost; the other slightljr sensible; 
the child lying in a stupor, with constant involuntary motion of one 
leg and arm. The urinary secretion had ceased for more than 
twenty-four hours, A tea of apocynum was prepared by dropping 
pieces of the root into a coffee cup until nearly full, covering with 
water, and steeping for half an hour : of this a telSaspoonful was 
given every hour. In the course of a few hours free action of the 
kidneys was restored ; the sight of both eyes were perfect ; stupor 
and insensibility passed away. The child steadily convalesced, 
though the hemp was given for a fortnight, gradually diminishing 
the dose, until but half a teaspoonful was given in 24 hours.'' This 
was undoubtedly a case of hydrocephalus, and the apocynum as 
undoubtedly cured it. The lower dilutions may have done as well, 
perhaps as the higher ; but in such a case, of a generally fatal disease, 
what conscientious physician would hesitate to use other prepara- 
tions? The dose given was not more than 10 or 15 drops of a 1st 
decimal dilution would contain, and no pithogenetic symptoms 
were caused. One cannot but be struck with the similarity between 
the symptoms cured, and those for which Hartman so confidently 
recommends Helleborus. In fact, the two medicines are very 
nearly allied. Some undoubted cures of hydrocephalus have been 
made with Helleborus, but we have given it faithfully and in various 
potencies in that disease ; and yet the little patients died. What phy- 
sician has not lost patients with that dreaded malady in spite of Bel- 
ladonna, Hellebore, Sulphur and Zinc ? How gladly we would have 
resorted to any remedy, in any form, if we thought it would restore 
health ? Let a fair trial, then, be given to the Apocynum. 

Byes, — " I was once waked up early in the morning with severe 
irritation of the left eye, as if several sharp grains of sand were in 
it, attended with much heat, irritation and redness, often lasting 
several hours. This disappeared as suddenly as it came on, not 
leaving a trace behind ; although the symptoms were severe enough 
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to make me believe I had an attack of catarrhal rheumatic ophthal- 
mia, which would last at least three or four days.'' — Peters, 

Clinical Remabks. — ^The above symptoms would indicate its 
usefulness in some forms of ophthalmia. 

In the case of hydrocephalus, it restored sight to one eye. It 
may prove very useful in manj diseases of the eye and disorders 
of vision due to eflfiised fluids m the eye or brain. 

Ears.— In hydrocephalus there is often more or less deafiiess,for 
which condition this remedy will prove curative. 

Hose. — " A very peculiar catarrhal attack was experienced, viz : 
without any other sign of having taken cold, I would wake 
up in the morning with the nostrils and throat fllled with thick and 
well cemented, yellow mucous, as if I had had a severe catarrh for 
at least seven or ten days, and which had skipped its first stage and 
commenced in the second." — Peters. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^Tho action of apocynum on the mucous 
surfaces is not yet fully understood. I have cured one case of 
obstinate nasal catarrh with the 1st dil. It seems to cause catar- 
rhal states similar in nature to those induced by Pulsatilla, Sumbul, 
Copaiva and Paris quadrifolia. 

Montli. — ^Dryness of the mouth, with nausea, thirst, Ac. (See 
general symptoms.) Dryness of tlie tongue. 

Tliroat. — ^Throat filled with thick, well concreted yellow mucus 
in the morning. Unpleasant degree of heat in throat. 

Clinical Remarks. — Some persons are much troubled with 
hawking of yellow mucus from the throat and fauces every morn- 
ing. In such cases the apocynum will probably give relief. 

Stomaeli. — ^Distention of the stomach afler meals. Sense of 
great oppression about the epigastrium, with great difficulty of 
getting breath, after lighter meals than ordinary,. Occasionally a 
sense of sinking was experienced at the pit of the stomach, with 
general but transient debility. Sinking at the stomach (this is a 
prominent symptom of the drug). Intense nausea, but cannot 
vondt. Severe vomiting (from very large doses). Violent vomit- 
ing, with prostration and drowsiness. Increases the appetite and 
digestion (curative). 

GuNiCAL Remarks. — ^It causes symptoms of the stomach simi- 
lar to those which are nearly always presented in cases of impend- 
ing or existing dropsy. It should be tried in that troublesome 
symptom — " Sinking at the stomach '' — which occurs in women at 
the climacteric period. In diabetes this symptom is nearly always 
present, and may be relieved by this drug. It seems quite homcBO- 
patbic to the vomiting which occurs in the first stage of hydroce- 
phalus, for " violent vomiting with drowsiness '' is quite pathono- 
monic of that disease. Dr. Freligh cured with it an " irritable 
stomach so bad that the patient could not retain even a draught of 
water," which occurred as a complication of dropsy. 

AMOBieii. — Decided distention of the abdomen, especially after 
a moderate dinner. The upper bowels seemed distended— the low- 
er not at all. Occasional flatulence^ with slightly uneasy sensations 
in the bowels. 
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Clinical Rbbcabks. — Of the great valae of apocynum in 
ascites we have an immense amonnt of proof from the flJlopathic, 
eclectic, and homoeopathic physicians. All unite in pronouncing it 
a generally useful remedy, a vferitable " vegetable trocar," as Dr. 
Rush called it. 

The mass of evidence in its favor would fill many pages, and 
we will only record a few of the most prominent cases. 

The first accounts of its ^reat value in aacites were from the 
reports of Dr. Griscomb, in the Amer. Jour, of Medical Sciences, 
Vol. Xn. Afterwards, Prof. Merrill, Dr. Enapp, Dr. Valentine 
Mott, and Prof. Lee, and many others bore testimony to its great 
usefulness. 

Prof Merrill related to his class a case of ascites in a boy of 12 
years old, which was promptly relieved by this remedy, after every 
other treatment had failed, and the disease had progressed so far 
that a time had been fixed for the operation of tapping. The 
extract was given, first in doses of one grain, afterwards increased 
to ten grains, three times a day. The effects were, moderate 
catharsis of a bilious and feculentc haracter, free diuresis, without 
being profuse, and copious perspiration. Great relief and relaxa- 
tion was obtained in the first 24 hours, and in five days there was 
no hydrophic condition remaining.'' (Other cases of ascites will 
be found under the head of " General Dropsy.*') 

To Dr. John F. Gray, of New York, is due the the credit of 
fairly introducing this remedy in the treatment of dropsical affec- 
tions. He could, if he would, make known hundreds of cases suc- 
cessfully treated by the Apocynum. Bat with advancing years he 
has an invincible dislike to making his great and varied experience 
public. Happily, other homoeopathic physicians have reported 
cases of anasarca,, ifec, of great value to the profession. 

Dr. Jas. T. Alley, in the N. A. Journal, reports a case of ascites, 
supposed to be caused by cirrhosis or hobnail liver. In this 
instance it was used in conjunction with apis and nitro-muriatic 
acid. He bears testimony to its value in cases of dropsy '^ when 
there is no organic derangement to impede its action." Even when 
there is^ he thinks it may aid other and more specific remedies. 
In " abdominal drosy from hob-nail liver, I believe it to be a sure, 
though not rapid remedy.'* He gave quite large doses, "as 
much,'' he says, " as could be perfectly well borne without disturb- 
ance to the digestive organs. 

In Hull's Jahr is reported a case of ascites caused by Quinine, 
cured by Apocynum. 

Dr. Freligh (N* A. Jour., Vol. IV., p. 519,) reports several cases 
of ascites cured with this drug : — 

" Mrs. C, aged 49, and Miss M., aged 23. The former was 
referable to a cessation oi the menses, and the latter arose from 
congestion of the liver and portal system. 

" Within six months I treated an aged lady, who had been 
under treatment for the best part of eight months by one of the 

Srofessors of our city, who pronounced the case * incurable organic 
isease of the heart,' cured with apocynum." 
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I once cured a notable case of ascites with this remedy. The 
patient was a lady, aged 45. Her climacteric period had passed 
without much disturbance. She caught a severe cold in the month 
of March ; had some fever and pain m the bowels, and was treated 
by an eclectic physician for ^' innammation of the bowels." When 
I first saw her she was much emaciated, very weak, no appetite, 
red tongue and sore throat, abdomen slightly distended, and the 
seat of a great deal of heavy, '^bruised" pain. The urine was 
scanty, hi^h colored; bowels costive. The treatment was com- 
menced with Arsenicum 30th. No improvement following in a 
week, the 3rd, and finally the Ist trituration was given, but the 
ascites rapidly increased. For six weeks various remedies were 
tried, among which were Kali oarb , Helleborus, China, Colchicum, 
Cantharis, Cannabis, and Kal, iod, but no benefit accrued from any 
thing, llie efiusion had now increased to an enormous extent. 
She was obliged to sit erect in a chair cUl the time. Lying down 
brought on fits of suffocative dyspnoea. Her body and extremities 
were exceedingly emaciated. No oedema of the feet. Urine 
nearly suppressed ; only one or two ounces a day. Bowels very 
constipated, moving only every four or five days. At this time, an 
experienced allopathic physician was called in, who advised blue 
pill, gamboge, and a resort to tapping. This treatment was not 
tried. I then gave Apocynum 1st, for two days ; no effect ; then 
10 drops of the tincture every two hours for two days. She got 
worse. Then I made a decoction of the dry root, half ounce to 
one pint of water. Of this she took a tablespoonful every four 
hours, but no effect was noticed. I proposed tapping to save her 
life, but she decidedly refused to submit to the operation. I then 
procured some of the fi^sh root (in the month of July), and made 
a decoction (one ounce to one pint of water). She took a table- 
spoonful of this every two hours. In 12 hours the urine became 
more profuse, the bowels moved freely, the skin became moist, no 
nausea or pain was produced. In a week she could lie down and 
sleep all night. Under the use of similar doses, four times a day, 
she ultimately recovered, and in two months was considered as 
healthy and strong as ever. 

Bowels. — ^From small doses ; loose feculent bilious stools, with 
slight uneasiness in the abdomen. Loose, but not very copious 
bilious stools. Sensation as if diarrhoea would occur. From 
very large doses; copious watery discharges with severe griping 
pains, nausea and vomiting, slow pulse, cool skin and copious 
perspiration. 

Clinical Remabk^-^Iu moderate doses it does not seem to 
irritate the bowels much. The best Allopathic authorities do not 
deem it necessary to produce its hydrogogue effects, in the 
treatment of dropsy; Prof. Lee says it need not be given, even 
to nausea, <ft|l its best cures have been made without giving it 
to the extent of causing watery evacuations. It has even cured 
dropsy, while the bowels remained obstinately costive and the 
stools light colored. Dr. Payne, of Albany, states that it has been 
used successfully for diarrhoeas and intestinal hasmqrrhagefi and 
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saggests it in cholera morbus, and cholera-infantam. Its analogues 
are Elaterium, Helleborus niger, Euphorbia cor, Oolocynth and 
Arsenicum, yet it has a specific effect upon the kidneys which these 
have not. 

KidnejB and Urine. — Dull aching pain in the region of the kid- 
neys, with increased secretion of straw-colored urine. No tender- 
ness in the region of the kidneys on pressure, nor was the composi- 
tion of the urine changed any. (Marcy's proving with 3d dil). 
Decided scantiness of urine. Urine diminished to one-third the 
usual quantity, but no pain or uneasiness- about the kidneys or 
bladder. The little water that passed flowed as easily as if it were 
oil, and there seemed to be but little expulsive power about the 
bladder. The urine was generally of a light golden sherry-yellow 
color, not depositing any sediment on exposure to cold. Very 
peculiar torpid action of the kidneys. {Feter^s proving with crude 
doses.) Very profuse, light colored urine. Several quarts, and 
even gallons of urine were passed every day. It causes copious 
diuresis when given in dropsy.. 

Clinical Rbmasks. — ^In all the provings, so far, it has caused no 
particular pain in the urinary organs, but a decided scantiness of 
urine. Probably the experiments were not thorough enough. My 
experience is, that it is the most reliable diuretic in use. No drug 
may be more confidently relied on to produce profuse urination, 
when given in disease. 

Dr.JFVeligh says, "I have found it equally efficient in urinary 
difficulties, particularly dysuria, strangury and anury, and it appeared 
quite immaterial, judging from its effects, whether the symptoms 
depended upon common catarrh of the bladder, diseases of the 
jprostrate, or upon a morbid irritation of the bladder, and whether 
from gravel, or from a want of tone in the parts concerned in its 
evacuation. I have never known it to foil even in cases of retention 
depending upon paralysis, having used it successfully, in a case of 
paralysis of the inferior extremities, caused by injury to the spine. 
Every remedy had been tried in vain, and the catheter afforded the 
only relief, which had been used once and sometimes twice a day for 
a fortnight. The first dose had the desired effect, I have treated 
many other interesting cases of urinary difficulty successfully with 
the apocynum. The doses administered in the casereferred to, were 
from two to five drcJps of the tincture, (never more than seven) in a 
tumbler two-thirds full of pure cold water, a desert spoonfiil given, 
for the dropsical affections, every four hours ; in urinary difficulties 
every hour until relief was afforded. 

Dr. Freligh reports several cures of dropsy effected with the 
Apocynum : 

" Mr. L. aged 64, who had been under medical treatment for 
several months, and gradually grew worse, until his symptoms were 
of the most alarming character, and threatened immediate suffocation. 
I found him laboring under the most agonizing difficulty of breath- 
ing, being supported in the sitting position in bed, by two or three 
persons alternately. His stomach was in such an irritable condition 
that he could not retain even a draught of cold water, countenance 
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expressiTe of angoii^ abdomen distended, urine entirety suppressed 
and very extensive oBdema. This case was denominated organic 
disease of the heart, by his physician. In a fortnight from the time 
I recommended the treatment, he rode oat with "ease and comfort, 
and now appears perfectly well. If the diagnosis of the other 
physician was correct, the apocynnm will not only cure dropsy 
depending upon organic disease of the heart, in a less time tnan 
wonld appear credible, but also the primary or original disease, 
pronoonoed incurable.'' 

^'Mr. G. aged 62, ascites, and anasarca, andoBdema of the inferior 
extremities, succeeding typhus. His abdomen very much distended 
and painful, pulse small and irregular, skin dry and husky, urine 
high^olored, diminished in quantity, voided with difficulty, breath- 
ing very laborious.^ 

"Master P. aged 8, post-scarlatinal dropsy, face much swollen, 
also neck, chest and extremities. When I was called they thought 
him dying; he was gasping for breath and could not utter a syllable 
although perfectly conscious and would answer by signs. "Dr. P. 
adds that during the last seven or eight years he has used the 
apocynum with the most decided success in almost every form of 
dropsy. He has succeeded with it in hydrothorax, ascites and gen- 
eral anasarca, when Arsenicum, Apis, Hellebore, Digitalis and Kali 
iod, with vapor baths, &o,y have failed. 

Dr. Peters has reported several interesting cases:— 
Case 1. A gentleman aged Yo, over six feet high and splendidly 
proportioned, became dropsical. The urine became scanty, bowels 
constipated, feet, legs and abdomen grew slowly larger, and gradu- 
ally great difficulty in breathing from the slighest exertion or on 
lying down ensued. From the thickness of the abdominal walls, 
and the great quantity of fat in the omentum, fluctuation in the abdo- 
men was long masked, but finally became very distmct. The thick- 
ness of the walls of the chest also rendered the physical signs of 
hydrothorax indistinct for a long time, but they finally became 
very manifest. The action of the heart became very feeble, but was 
always distinct, the pulse often vanished down to a mere thread, 
was often almost imperceptible for several beats, frequently so com- 
pressible that slight pressure would obliterate for the time, and 
altogether so strangely irregular, weak and intermitting, that the 
sudden death of the patient was expected as a matter of course. 
These symptoms progressed steadily in spite of the use of Arseni- 
cum, Hellebore, Scilla, Digitalis, China, Ac.. He was finally put 
upon the use of Hunt's decoction of apocynum. At the suggestion 
of Dr. Gray, commencing with tea-spoonful doses every two or three 
hours. In less than 48 hours the patient was comparatively com- 
fortable, was able to lie down and sleep with pleasure, whereas pre- 
viously he had looked forward to the approaching night with the 
utmost dread and horror; the urine mcreased moderately and 
steadily, and in a few weeks, the patient who had been ill for uj>r 
wards of four months, was not only well, but fol J ^better th^ii lie had 
for years. The bowels remained slug^isli* iitider f ho use of the 
Hemp. This improved state of things ^ted foVmore than a year 
7 
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then a relapse wivb speedily cured by Hemp; a third attack was cured 
by Ads; a fooHh by Digitalis, Squills and Mercurius; and a fifth 
by Iodide of Potash. During the larger portion of this time the 
patient had contracted a most invincible dislike to Apocynum ; but 
m a sixth attack, all the other remedies failing, he was persuaded 
to resume the Hemp, after his condition was idmost hopeless, and 
distressing in the extreme, from excessive oppression and difficulty of 
breatbhig, Ac, hydrothorax and oedema of the lungs, inability to 
walk or step without being thrown into the most violent sufibcating 
attacks, and in short from the numerous and complicated symptoms 
of general anasarca, ascites, hydrothorax, hydro-pericardium, &o. 
After using the apocynum three or four days, in doses of one-third 
of a wine-glass fidl three times a day, the urine increased from less 
than a ^int in 25 hours, to frilly three quarts, with a progressing 
diminution of all the symptoms. This case has since died without 
any return of the dropsy." 

Cwe 2. ^^ A man aged 32, had sufferred with anasarca, ascites 
and commencing hydrothorax for many weeks, under active 
Allopathic treatment by means of Cream of Tartar and Di^talisy 
Eleterium, &o. When I first saw him, his largest pantaloons had to 
be cut open and tied with strings, to acconmiodate his elephantine 
)imbs; he was utterly unable to lie down or sleep ; urine especially 
scanty and bowels costive. The apocynum was commenced in 
table-spoonful doses, gradually in<^eased to a wine-glass full every 
four hours, by night and day; this was continued for upwards of 
ten days without any unpleasant symptoms, the urine slowly com* 
menced to increase, and finally became enormous in amount. In 
less thin a month he was entirely well ; was soon able to go to sea, 
and remains well until this day, upwards of two years after. 

Case 3. A gentlemen aged 67, had gradually been growing 
dropsical for eleven months; he bad first been treated homoeopath* 
ioally in the country, by an exceedingly able, but excessively high 
dilutionist; he then fedl into the hands of two of the most distin- 
guished Allopathic profession of this city; then he was again treat* 
ed with high dilutions for several weeks by one of our oldest and 
best-known homceopathists, finally he came into my hands and was 
iwnediately put under the use oi Apocynum. One desert spoonful 
per dose, every four hours; his urine which had been excessively 
scanty for months and finally bad decreased to a small half pint, in 
twenty-four hours, thick yellow and turbid, as if yellow clay had 
been dissolved in it, inci^eased to upwards of two quarts in one 
night ; two large chamber pots full were passed in one day. In less 
than 48 hours after commencing the apocynum the urine also became 
dear and of a light straw-yellow color; all the signs of ascites, anas- 
arca, hydrothorax, and csdemaof the lungs disappeared in less than 
ten days, after using about one pint of Hunt's preparation of Apocy* 
num, (about one-half oz. of mother tincture). 
^•^ CsKfie ji, A gentleman, aged about 50, was attacked with in- 
fiantnratoH rh^uma^i^m^ and treated by an eminent old school phy- 
sidi&n^fbr* aktQiit eight ^tte^i^ when he became discouraged from the 
severity of lus suff<art^gsra]^d.|^b(Cied himself under our care. He 
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had taken the mual routine medioines of the other eohool, ColohU 
oum, Mercury, Iodide of Potash, Opium, etc., etc^ and when he came 
into my hands, was reduced by the combined influence of the 
disesfle, and the drug to the following condition : 

Serere rheumatic pains in the baok^ shoulders, elbows and wrist 
joints, dull pains and great stiffness, and immobility in the 
lower extremities, <Bdematous condition of both legs, effusion 
of water in the chest and abdomen, excessive dyspn<Ba with con* 
staoi ^sense of suffocation, acute pains in the cardiac region at 
every respiratkm, pulse rapid, feeble and very irregalar, almost 
entire suppression of urine, dry and hot skin, thirst, ouU headache, 
excessive anxiety and constant dread of suffocation, inability tb; 
assume the recumbent position, dryness of the tongue and moutb, 
inability to sleep from constant feeling of suffocation, short dry ami 
painful cough. For this ^oup of symptoms we prescribed the first 
dil. of Bryonia every hour. After a few hours the rheumatic and 
cardiac pains were ameliorated, and the oppression c^the chest and 
difficult breathing were somewhat better. At the expiration of 
ten hours we prescribed Aconite 1st, in idtemation with Bryonia 
every hour. During the night, some ten hours after the first dose 
of aconite, the patient had profuse perspiration for several hours,^ 
followed by an amendment of the entire condition. These two re- 
medies were continued for two days longer, but eaused no further 
improvement. The first dilution of apis, was next ordered in ^I'op 
doses, every two hours. This was continued for three days with- 
out any notable improvement. 

The patient was now ordered to take a teaspoonful of Hunt's 
apocynum every two hours. In a few hours the urinary secretion 
was mudi increased and it continued for several days, until the 
dropsical effusions^ and the (Bdemataus condition of the limbs, had 
entirely disappeared. While under the use of apocynum occasional 
scarifioatioDS were made upon the legs and feet, giving exit to much 
serum. As the dropsical effusions diminished, nearly all of the 
symptoms, first enumerated, gradually disappeared, until finally the 
patient complained of debility, and occasional paroxysms of palpi- 
tation of the heart, the remains of the rheumatism. After a few 
weeks the patient returned to his home in the West, remained in a 
oomfiDrtable condition for several months, was again attacked with 
dropsy and after an illness of about two months, died. (Marcy.) 

*'*' Apocynum is utterly useless in Bright's disease, except to re^ 
move the dropsy. I ought to add that albuminaria was present in 
n<me of the above cases. It is also comparatively useless when in- 
flammation is present." {Peters.) 

^ I have seen it very effectual in ascites in the hand of Dr. Okie 
of Providence, and have seen it remove the dropsical accumula- 
tions in Bright's disease, but never knew it to cure the disease." 

• ( Watson.) 

Dr. Wm. P. Fowler says he prolcmged the lives of three drop- 
sical patients, in which the disease was hepatic cirrhosis, (proved by 
post mortem) for several years, by the use of apocynum. 

In Dropsy after SoarkstiMa the apocynum has not i>een as 
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thoronghly tested as it should be. Before I became acquainted 
-with its valae, I relied almost entirely upon Apis, Colcbicum and 
Digitalis, and with very eood success. JBut now and then a case 
would occur, marked by bloody urine, very scanty, with general 
(edema, which would utterly resist the action of these remedies. 
My first case treated with apocynum, was a little girl, aged about 
2 years, who had been given up to die by the allopathic attendants, 
who had given squills, calomel, cream of tartar, etc No urine had 
been voided for 24 hours, and all that had passed for several days 
previously was thick and black (from blood). I conmienced with 
i^ocynum, 10 drops of the tincture in half a tumbler of water, a 
spoonful every hour. She was cured in a week, of the dropsy. 
The urine became profuse in 48 hours. Since this case, I have 
treated twenty or thirty, and with uniform success. I never got 
much effect from the dd. diL Sometimes the tincture, even in drop 
doses failed to act, but a resort to a weak decoction of the fresh 
root always had prompt effects, (one-half oz. of fresh root to one 
pint hot water, steep an hour or two.) In several cases marked by 
excessive debility, and typhoid symptoms, I gave 10 drops of a 
tincture prepared with spirits nUre dulc. instead of alcohol. It 
acted beautifully. I am inclined to think this mode of preparation 
a good one. 

Prof. Lee^ who claims to have had large experience with this 
drug, says : '^ It is more certain as a diuretic, if the skin is kept cool, 
and cool drinks used. As the chief causes of dropsies are certain pre- 
existing lesions of certain organs, as the heart, liver, and kidneys, 
we, of course can only expect our remedies to act as palliative, 
unless these organic lesions can be removed. In cases of idiopathic 
dropsy, when the exciting causes are external or physical agents, as 
cold, conjoined with moisture, malaria, suppression of eruptions, 
or accustomed discharges, excessive depletions, etc., etc., we may 
expect curative effects from apocynum, aided by other remedies 
adapted to the pathological stai;e«" 

In chronic and asthenic forms of dropsy, connected with a wa- 
tery, non-albuminous state of the blood, and general weakness of 
the system, the i^ocynum is most efficacious, in small and frequently 
repeated doses. In cases dependent on mere debility and mal-nu- 
trition, this remedy aided by suitable diet, will oflen effect a per- 
manent cure. In advanced stages of albuminuria when there is 
considerable effusion, great relief may often be obtained from its 
use. 

Case 1. ^' General dropsy in a man of 68, of plethoric habits, 
brought on by exposure to cold. Small doses of the decoction 
were given, and in a short time all the dropsical symptoms disap- 
peared." 

(Joss 2. A lady of 58, of a full and plethoric habit, subject to 
congestion of the brain, and paralytic seizures of a hemiplegic na- 
ture, in which repeated bleedmgs had been practiced with apparent 
good effect, but followed bv serous effusion into the pleural, peri- 
cardial^ and peritoneal cavities, and cellular tissues generally, the 
effusion was snocessfnlly removed by smaLl doses of the decoction." 
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Ca$e 8. A gentleman of 66, a gentleman of (spare habit and 
aoonstomed to luxurious living, began to be affected with cough, 
shortness of breath and symptoms of aqueous deposit in thepleund 
cavity folloWed by (edema of the extremities. The apocynum was 
found to exercise complete control over the disease for many years. 
He finally died of dropsy. 

Dr, OrUcamb reports many cases of the same character, in 
which the apocynum was successful. In idiopathic dropsies it 
generally effected a cure, while in dropsies depending on disease of 
the liver, heart or kidneys,, its effects were mainly palliative, pro- 
lon^ng life for years. Probably, had it been aided by proper re- 
medies, homoeopathic to the pathological conditions present, per- 
manent cures might have been effected. 

From the foregoing, the physician should get a pretty plain 
idea of the sphere of action of this valuable drug, in the treatment 
of dropsical affections. As the result of my individual expe- 
rience, I would lay down the following rules for its administration. 

1) Jn cases q/* acute idiopathi6 dropeiesy use the dilutions be- 
ginning toith the highest and descending more or less rapidly^ ao- 
cording to theprogress of the disease. 

2) In chronic or cUonic drcpsiesy (secondary) use the tincture^ 
or if necessary the decoction^ in one or two dram doses. 

Sexval Organs. — The few experiments which have been made 
with the hemp, have not developed any pathogenetic symptoms of 
the male sexual organs. None of the provers were females, and its 
action on the uterus, is only known by some curative effects noticed 
by JD, H. Marsden^ M. 2>., who gives the following cases : 

He says— "For about ten years, I have been in the habit of 
using the apocynum in arresting menorrhagia as well as some other 
forms of uterine hsemorrhage." 

Case 1. "A lady was laboring under alarming uterine hsemor- 
rhage. It was her regular catamenial period, the flow had been 
moderate for a day or two, and then suddenly set in with so much 
violence that she soon became too weak to be out of bed. She 
was about 25 years of age, the mother of three children ; in her 
last labor she had hffimorrhage previous to delivery. When I 
arrived at the bed side she was almost pulseless and disposed to 
fisiint, whenever she attempted to raise her head from the pillow. 
There was great irritability of the stomach, and vomiting. The 
haBmorrhage which ceased at intervals, always resumed when the 
vital powers raUied^ and the heart resumed in some degree its 
wonted action. The blood was usually expelled in large clots, but 
sometimes was fluid. I prescribed one after the other, all the re- 
medies laid down in the books, but with no good results. Several 
days had now elapsed, and I now resolved to try the 
Apocynum cann. I prepared some extempore tincture from 
the fresh root. Hastening to the bedside, I found the hsBmorrhage 
still going on undiminished. I prescribed one drop of my tincture 
(of uncertain strength) every hour. Almost immediately after 
commencing the medicine the flow became less profuse, and re^- 
larly and rapidly declined, without a single recurrence of its vio- 
lence.'' 
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GoBt 2. The patient was a house-keeper, about 40 years of age, 
acoustomed to hard service, and but Httle carefhl of her health. 
She was the mother of one ohild, bom about 15 years before. She 
had been suffering from the most exhausting monorrhagia for about 
six weeks, and had been taking medicine from an allopathic physi- 
cian, but without benefit. I found her greatly debilitated, pulse 
feeble and quick, palpitations Tery troublesome whenever she 
attempted to move about the house, stomach excessively irritable. 
She had been obliged to leave off her occupations, and passed hen 
time for the most part in bed, or seated on a chair by the bedside. 
The discharge was fluid, and still undiminished. I left apocynum 
to be taken in drop doses at an interval of two hours (same tinc- 
ture as used in first case.) The next day she had severe vomitings. 
Her stomach was too irritable to bear the dose I had prescribed, 
and which was probably unnecessarily large. The discharge seem- 
ed, however, to be diminished. After givivg some medicines to* 
allay the irritability of the stomach, I again gave the hemp, a few 
drops in a teaspoonful of water. I believe I decreased the strength 
more than once, before the remedy could be borne without creating 
nausea. The flow, however, still continued to diminish, and in- 
about a week from the time of my first visit was reported to have 
nearly ceased. It was, of course, some time before the x>Atient 
regained her strength. Upon inquiry made some months after- 
wards, I was informed that at one or two periods immediately sub- 
sequent, the flow was somewhat above the normal amount^ but 
soon subsided spontaneously, and that then she was as regular as is 
usual at her time of life. 

Dr. Marsden says he could furnish many other cases in his own 
practice equally striking, but will only give the following, reported 
to him by his friend and former pupil, Dr, W. H. Cook : — 

"Mrs. N., aged 38 years, was taken ill in June, 1868, with 
uterine hsBmorrhage, and was attended by an Allopathic physician 
until about the middle of December following. During this period 
she experienced the most frightful floodings, las she termed them, 
and for more than three months of the time the flow was contin- 
uous, requiring her to keep her bed for weeks together. After 
having haemorrhage for several weeks, she expelled a mass of mem- 
brane, (as she has since informed me,) which I supposed to be the 
deciduous lining of the uterus. But, even after this the haemor- 
rhage continued, and in exhausting quantities— so much so, that 
there was not a blood-vessel perceptible upon the surface of the 
body, and the emaciation was extreme. She had only had a cessa- 
tion of a couple of weeks together, and but two or three times 
since the commencement in June. The flow was excessive at the 
time of my first visit. I saw her at 12 m., and after inquiring into 
the case, I left her four grs. of the 1st dec. trit. of apoc. can. (bark 
of the root) to be dissolved in 2 oz. of water, a teaspoonful to be 
taken every hour until the haemorrhage should cease, or I should 
see her again. By 12 o'clock, midnight, the haemorrhage had 
almost entirely ceased, and she left ofl^ the medicine. I then gave 
her other remedies to assist in recruiting her almost exhausted 
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tyitem, tmdw the use of whioh she improved rapidly. In about 
two weeks the hsBmorrhage set in again, when I left her the same 
prescription, and in less than 24 hours all was right. Smce that 
time there has been no return, except at her catamenisd periods, 
and then not excessive. I am now, (April, 1864,) treating her, 
with a prospect of success, for an ulcerated os tincsB. I also gave 
the same prescription as the foregoing to another lady who had 
snfEered with uterine hemorrhage about three-fourths of the time 
for several months. Some three months have since passed, and she 
now reports herself entirely rid of the trouble and regular. When 
I first employed the Apocynum, as above stated, I had seen no 
proving of that drug. In my own practice, however, I have seen 
enough of its pathogenesis to satisfy me that it is homoeopathic to 
uterine hsBmorrhage. On two different occasions, when I gave it to 
a lady past the turn of life, in doses of ten drops of the tincture three 
or four times a day, for ascites, it had not the slightest perceptible 
influence on that i^ection, but was followed in both instances, after 
a few days, by the return of the catamenial flow, very much in the 
natural manner. I also remember the case of a young girl, in 
whom the catamenia had ceased without any apparent cause. She 
still retained her health and usual appearance. After taking' the 
medicine in pretty large doses for a few days, she was reported all 
*^ right.'' By the way, I would suggest that in oases where amen- 
norrboBa depends not upon deranged health, but upon »ome strong 
revulsion diverting the female circulation into other channels, this 
remedy might be legitimately used, with the hope that by its 
primary effects it would restore the accustomed discharge, and 
break up the abnormal condition of things. 

larjBX, Bronchia, aM Chest* — ^Unpleasant sensation of heat 
about the lauces and larynx.— (jF}*«%A.) Irresistible disposition to 
sigh* Short, dry, cough, and scanty expectoration of white mucus 
in the morning. Oppression of the chest on waking. — (Jfare^.) 
Sense of oppression about the epigastrium and chest. It was diffi- 
cult to breathe enough to speak at times. 

CuNiGAL BsMASKS.— Eclectic physicians use it constantly as an 
expectorant. They expect the same effects from it which the allo- 
path gets from his Ipecac, Squills, or Tartar Emetic. It undoubt- 
edly mcreases the natural secretions of the bronchial surfaces* 
Such hints n^ay be made useful* It indicates that we may use it in 
hoarse^ loose coughs^ with heat of the fauces; or cough with 
oppression of the chest ; or short, dry cough, with scanty expecto- 
ration. Accompanying h^drothorax, and even ascites, we generally 
find a short, dry cough with oppression, and in such cases Apocy- 
num is doubly indicated, both for the cough and dropsy. It has 
cured many cases of hydrothorax, and relieved many cases of 
dropsy from- heart disease. As it causes the pulse to be slow, it 
probably quiets the action of the heart — ^a very important desider- 
atum in hydro<pericardium. 

Back and Xxtremiles.— ^Unusual heaviness of the head, with 
dull, aching p£dns in the small of the back and limbs. There was 
no tenderness' of the region of the kidneys on pressure, but a slight 



56 NEW HOMCEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

soreness of the parts when bringing the muscles into action, thns 
indicating the muscles as the seat of the pains.— (iBfarcy.) Hard 
aching was felt several times in both knees, sufficiently severe to 
make me fear that an attack of inflammatory rhematism was com- 
ing on. 

Clinical Rbmabks.— It may be found useful in some rheumatic 
affections, but probably more for the other effects, as cedema. In 
synovitis, afler the acute stage has passed, it will probably help to 
cause absorption of the effused fluid. It has been found useful in 
oedema of the feet and ankles remaining after typhus. 



ARUM TRIPHYLLUM. 

{Indian Titmip, Jack m the F^ipU^ 

The A, triphyllum of the United States corresponds closely 
with the A. maoulatum of Europe ; both have very similar effects. 
Our native species is found throughout North and South America, 
growing in rich, shady woods and swamps. The cormuB is an inch 
or two in diameter, and covered with brown, wrinkled epidermis, 
and internally white, fleshy and solid. The whole plant, when re- 
cent, has a peculiar odor and violent acrid taste ; the root, when 
chewed, causes an insupportable burning and biting sensation in 
the mouth and throat, continuing for a long time. This acrid prin- 
ciple is very volatile, and is expelled by heat. Hence they are 
roasted and ate by the Indians. The acrid portion is not imparted 
to water, ether, alcohol, or olive oil. By drying, the root loses all 
its activity. The medicinal qualities of the root reside principally 
in this acrid, volatile principle. Owing to its unstable nature, it 
will be found very difficult to procure any preparation in which 
it will be retained. I would recommend, as the most probable 
way of preserving this volatile principle, that the juice of the 
fresh root, be rapidly triturated with sugar of milk, (according 
to the decimal scale) and the trituration kept in bottles sealed 
hermetically, and guarded from the light and heat. 

The acrlA principle has been called Aroine^ and beeomes an 
inflammable gas, by heat or distillation. Prof. Lee says : *^ The 
only way to preserve the active principles of the root is to bury it 
in dry sand, by which method it may be preserved for a year." 

Genbbal Effects. — " The Arum may well be ranked among 
our most active alterants, for besides being a powerful local irritant, 
when taken internally, it stimulates all the secretions, particularly 
those of the skin and lungs. It. also quickens the circulation and 
rouses the nervous energy, so that there is no organ or function 
but feels its influence." — Lee, 

^' It has been advantageously given in asthma, pertussis, chronic 
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catarrh, chrooio rheamatism, and affeotions oonaected with a c»- 
oheotio state of the system.*' — Wood, 

The fresh root grated, or reduced to a palp, with three times 
their weight of sugar, is palliative to flatulence, cramp in the stom- 
ach, asthmatic and consumptive affections ; and also in lingering 
atrophy, debilitated habits, great prostration in typhoid fevers, deep 
seated rheumatic pains, etc.'' — Rafineaque, 

All writers agree that it is a remedy which may be used to 
advantage as a atimuUmt, 

We have no proving, except that which relates to its local 
effects upon the mouth and throat. Its analogues are ailium aativa^ 
and cepa, phosphorus^ capsicum, etc. 

General Symptoms. — ^The fresh root, in doses of four or five 
grains, causes a sensation of burning heat in the stomach and 
€BSophagus, which seems rapidly to spread all over the body. Then 
follows a quickening of the circulation, heat of the skin with warm 
perspiration, and some exaltation of the nervous energy. Ail the 
secretions are somewhat increased. 

Local EFFEcrs.-Moath, Throat, Tonsue, ete.-— The fresh root,wh«i 
chewed, causes an insupportable burning and biting sensation in the 
mouth and throat, continuing for a long time. The sensation experi- 
enced in the mouth, throat, and tongue is absolutely indescribable. 
I never felt any sensation so tormeqting and unbearable. The fol- 
lowing narrative of the effects of the Arum macuUxtUm^ copied 
from the British Journal, Vol. xvi., p. 821, so nearly resembles 
the effects of the Arum tryphyllum, as I have observed and felt 
them, as to be nearly identical : " After chewing a young leaf- 
stalk for a few seconds, a very intense, prickling, stinging pain 
was felt upon the tongue and mucous membrane of the lips and 
throat, accompanied with a flow of saliva, which seemed to relieve 
the pain a little — the pains were as if a hundred little needles had 
been run into the tongue and lips. A friend, who* followed my 
example, had, in addition to these symptoms, constriction and 
burning in the larynx, his tongue was swollen, and its papilla 
injected and raised. The mucus membrane of the throat and lips 
was inflamed. The pains on the tongue and lips were increased by 
pressure with the teeth. In two or three cases the leaves have 
been eaten by children, and have produced very distressing effects. 
In one instance, three children partook of them. Their tongues 
became swollen, so as to render swallowing difficult, and convul- 
dons followed : one died in twelve, and another in sixteen days; 
the third recovered.'' Some cases of dangerous poisoning have 
been reported, as occurring from eating the A. tryphyllum. 

Clinical Remarks. — Although the local eff'dcts of Arum are 
very notable, yet we have no clinical experience to show its practical 
usefulness in cases of disease effecting the mouth and throat. Dr. 
J. S. Douglas recommends it in Quinsy and Angina. Dr. Hill, in his 
Surgery, proposes it in similar affections. If we could preserve the 
volatile, acrid principle intact in our preparations, we might 
expect good results from its use, perhaps, in cases to which it is 
homoeopathic. It is indicated in the following affections : GloS' 
8 
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9iHsj when the swelliDg is rc^pid and accompanied with prickling 
and bnrniDg pains. Stomatitis^ in its most acute form, with great 
tumefaction of the lips, mucus membrane of the mouth, etc., fol- 
lowed by superficial ulceration. CEokma of the Glottis. — ^The 
symptoms of Arum-poisoning present many points of resemblance 
to this fearful disease. The rapid tumefaction of the tissues, the 
pains and many other local symptoms, are yery similar. It may 
proye more useful than Apis, Belladonna or Rhus, but we cannot 
expect much from any preparation of the Arum, unless it contains 
the acrid principle mentioned. Mercurial or Idiopathic Salivation^ 
in some of its forms, may be met with this remedy; also, Inflame 
mation of the mucus foUides of the throat, with exudation of 
mucus, constant ^^ hawking," and profuse secretion from the 
diseased tissues. Acute and Chronic Oatairrh of the fauces and pos^ 
terior nares, may come under the curative range of this remedy. 
It has been used with advantage in enlargement of the Tonsils. 

BespiratOfj Organs* — ^The Arum has a time-honored reputation 
in Coughs, In Sry coughs the dried root is valued highly. It 
promotes expectoration and mitigates the paroxysms, and has even 
cured some obstinate cases. In loose coughs, occurring in children 
and aged persons, when there is inability to expectorate the accum- 
ulated mucus, this medicine is said to act in a beneficial manner. 
In this respect it resembles Squills, Phosphorus, etc. Asthma 
humidum has been relieved and notably palhated by the powdered 
dry root. In all these affections the lower triturations of the dry 
root will be the best preparation. 

This is one of those peculiar remedies which can never come 
into extensive use, because of the evanescent character of its 
effects, and the difficulty of making a thorough proving of it. Its 
sphere of action is limited, being but a &int analogue of its great 
prototype Phosphorus. 



ASCLEPIAS SYRIACA. 

iMUk-JTeed,) 

This milk-weed is one of our common plants, growing by 
roadsides and in dry sandy fields, from Canada to the Gulf of 
Mexico. The stem is simple, and from three to four feet high, 
surmounted by numerous umbels, or balls of flowers, of a pale, 
purple color. The leaves are oblong, lanceolate, petiolate, pointed 
at the end and whorled, the under surface covered with a short 
matted hair ; segments of the corona, five ; petals and sepals reflex; 
corona erect. The seeds are enclosed in oblong, pointed, rough 
pods of from two and a half to three inches in length ; each seed 
M attached to a mass of long, silky fibres, which can be made 
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mto a beantiftil thread. The whole plant yields an abondant 
miUnr jnioe. 

This plant has not been used mnoh in the dominant school^ 
bat seventl edeotio physicians have claimed to use it snocessfhlly 
in dropsy, colds, catarrhs, and long affections. They call it ex* 
pectorant, diaphoretic, alterative, anodyne, Ac. In acute rbeu* 
matism, Prof. Lee says it bears a dose resemblan6e to oimicifuga. 
Of six oases of acute rheumatism which he treated with asdeiHat 
syr., the average duration was eight days ; the inflammaticm con- 
ned to the liu'ge joints, with considerable pain and swelling* 
It had a remarkable effect in relieving the pain. 

Dr* JPattee^ a progressive allopath, has made some physiolog- 
ioal experiments with the plant, which may be considered as a 
good ^* fragmentary" proving. It is to be regretted that all the 
syxnptoms were not noted. 

fie says : ^ Two ounces of the cold infhsion, made from the 
fresh root gathered after the leaves had &llen; taken once every 
4 hours, proved diuretic; two oz. of the warm infusion, taken 
every 2 hours, proved diaphoretic; 15 drops of the saturated 
tincture, taken once every 3 hours, had well marked alterati/ve 
(?) effects; and one drachm of the saturated tincture, repeated once 
every three hours, until 8 drachms were taken, cause hecuJaehCf 
^brcwHneeB and ele^. In all the experiments, it increased the 
bronchial secretion. 

^^The first experiment was made upon myself. The urine tor 
three days immediately preceding the experiment was as follows : 

85 oz. per day ; specific gravity 1019.7; solid matter 568 gr. ; 
pulse 68. 

After 12 oz. had been taken the first day, the quantity of urine 
passed in that time was 128 oz^ specific gravity 1020; solid mat- 
ter 600 gr. ; pulse 67. 

Second iUa/y. There was but a small increase of water. The 
specific gravity and solid matter about the same ; pulse 66. 

Uwtd Day. (Quantity of medicine same as pr^eding days). 
Quantity of urine 130 oz.; specific gravity 1019.07; solid matter 
608 grs. ; piUse 63. 

On the 4th, 5th and 6th days, the quantity of urine passed 
averaged 135 oz. per day, and the amoimt of solid matter 700 
grs. each day ; pulse 60. The diet and exercise were not mate- 
rially altered from what it had been for a month past. The 
medicine did not seem to 'cause any derangement of the health ; 
the urinary organs were not irritated in any way ; the only per- 
ceptible effect it had upon the brain was to cause a cdm, quiet 
feeling, perhaps a little drowsiness towards night.'' 

"The subject of the second experiment was a young man 18 
years of age, of good health ; pulse 75. At 9 p. h., gave him 8 
oz. of warm infusion ; the young man in bed ; in half an hour 
commenced sweating ; in an hour he was sweating profusely, and 
continued to do so the rest of the night, the inftision being given 
every two hours. 

The, effect it had upon the brain was an agreeable sensation. 
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at first ; after that had passed off he expressed himseli* as " awfnl 
sleepy .'' When he awoke the next morDU3g, said he had ^ slept 
rather hard,'* but felt no inconvenience through the day. 

It produced the same effect the following night. The third 
day, I gave him one dram of the saturated tincture, made from 
the dry root, one every three hours, commencing at 6 p. m. At 
9 p. M., said his* head felt a little dizzy, and had some headache ; 
slept sound through the night; skin quite moist; passed 4 os. 
more urine than usual, in the morning. After continuing this 
for four more days, had to discontinue it on account of the de- 
rangement it caused to the system; he had but little relish for 
food; appeared dull and stupid; bowels had moved oflener than 
usual ; the tongue was covered with a white fur ; pulse 64. In a 
few days he was well as ever.*' 

^^ In cases where the pulse had been from 60 to 60, they have 
increased to 65 and 70. Large doses in any form will produce 
nausea, vomiting, and, in some instances, ardor vrinm. If the 
medicine does not produce diaphoresis^ diuresis^ or catharsis^ vi- 
olent headache toiU sometimes ensue^ but when given in medical 
doses and for disease, we do not see much headache.^' (The italics 
are my own. I will refer to the subject hereafter. — H,) 

If this experimenter had understood the value of recording 
the characteristic symptoms evolved by the medicine, we should 
have a much clearer view of its pathogenetic action. As it is, 
however, the fragment is a very suggestive one, and we may 
draw some really valuable conclusions irom it. Arranged after 
the Hahnemannian method, the symptoms would stand as follows : 

General Symptoms. — Sensation of calmness and quietude of the 
whole system. In rheumatism, its action was very favorable. It 
had a remarkable effect in relieving the pain. 

Skin. — Profuse sweating all night (from the warm infusion); 
in a low state of typhus fever it has produced a moist state of 
the skin, when other diaphoretics had failed, and convalescence 
was at once established. The milky juice that exudes from the 
stalk has been used externally for warts. A poultice of the fresh 
root, boiled, has considerable reputation for the cure of carbun- 
cles, felons, and boils. (No spec\fie effect is here produced — a 
poultice of ulmus fidva would do as well.) 

Sleep. — Calm, quiet feeling, with drowsiness towards night. 
Great sleepines, wiUi profuse sweating ; sensation in the morning 
on waking as if he had ^ slept hard.'' * 

fever. — ^It does not seem to cause febrile symptoms, as a pri- 
mary effect, but it is said to cause the pulse to rise from 50 to 
70, with increased heat of skin, when it does not cause diuresis 
or diaphoresis. 

Clinical Remabk. — ^It would seem indicated in cases of fever 
from suppressed perspiration; with scanty urine, headache, and 
pulse at 75. 

Head. — ^The only perceptible effect it had upon the brain of 
one of the provers, was to cause a calm, quiet feeling, perhaps a 
little drowsiness towards night. The other prover said it .eauited 
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*^an agreeable iensati^n at first,'' afterwards sleepiness; vertigo, 
with headache. When the medicine does not cause diareus or 
diaphoresis, violent headache will sometimes ensue ; dull and stupid. 

Clinical Rbhabks. — ^From the above it would seem to be 
homoeopathic to sleepiness, which has followed upon any excite- 
ment of the brain of an agreeable nature ; also, headache with 
vertigo. But it promises to be most useful in those cephalalgias 
which occur after suppressed perspirations, or which arise hom 
the retention of effete matters in the system which ought to have 
been carried off through the skin or kidneys. It will certainly 
prove useful in nervous headaches, which are followed by profuse 
diuresis; in this respect it resembles ignatia, Pulsatilla and gel- 
seminum. Headache with dullness and stupidity. 

(Gastric Symptomti etc. — ^Tongue covered with a tohite fur ; had 
but little relish for food ; bowels moved oftener than usual ; diar- 
rhoea with persistent nausea, and with vomiting. 

Kidneys, etc- — ^The following table will best illustrate its action 
upon these emunctories : 
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By this it will be seen that the asclepias syr. notably increases 
the solid matters of the urine. This is an important fact, for from 
the careful experiments of Dr. Hammond (Hammond's Physiolog- 
ical Memoirs), it appears that colchicum actually increases the 
organic and inorganic solids of the urine, while digitalis, squills 
and juniper increase only the incrganic matter. Kow, as it is the 
organic matter which is generally considered as contaminating the 
blood in disease, it is evident they (digitalis, squills and juniper) 
exert no effect whatever in depurating the blood, but on the con- 
trary are positively injurious. 

Clinical Remarks. — Ascl^ias syriaca then, is a congener of 
colchicum, and as such must be found useful in many diseases in 
which the latter drug has been successfully used. 

In Scarlatina^ when the head symptoms correspond, it may 
prove a useful auxiliary remedy. 

In Sca/rUUinaZ Dropsy^ I predict it will be found as useful as 
colchicum (which I have found one of our most important reme- 
dies), apis, apocynum, hellebore or arsenicum. 

It is now fully established that the dropsy, which follows scarlet 
fever is caused by the scarlatinal poison which, in its passage into 
and through the kidneys, sets up an '^ acute desquamative ne- 
phritis." 

Dr. Todd (" Urinary Diseases,'' page 120) says: "There are 
three conditions, which I imagine gives rise to the production of 
the dropsy. These are: 1st, a peculiar irritated state of the 
kidneys ; 2d, an analogous morbid state of the skin ; and, 3d, a 
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certain depravity of the blood — ^by which I mean not only a de- 
ficiency in the amonnt of red corpuscles of that fluid, as well as of 
the solids of the serum, but also the unnatural presence of 
certain poisonous matters which interfere with its proper nutrient 
changes.'* 

It is this "poisonous matter which irritates the skin and kidneys 
and causes the dropsy." 

Now, it will be recollected, that the asdepias sjrr. causes "violent 
headache, increased rate of pulse, vertigo, dullness and stupor,'' 
when it did not cause diuresis or perspircUion. That is, when the 
impression which the drug, after pouring into the blood, caused 
upon the nervous centres, did not react upon the kidneys and skin ; 
the brain felt the force of the medicinal action. (Similar condi- 
tions occur from the use of alcohol.) Also, when the scarlatinal 
poison in the blood, is not carried off through the kidneys or skin, 
the brain and nervous system suffers, and convulsions more or less 
fktal ensue. 

Ascl^ias syriaca^ seems to be a more rational remedy for this 
condition than any other, not even excepting colchicum, and I pre- 
dict that its use in scarlatinal dropsy will bear me out in my belief. 
It will also relieve, I think, those rheumatic pains which often oc- 
cur after that disease. I would advise the patient to be placed in 
bed, and this remedy administered as follows: a few drops of the 
2nd, 1st, or even the mother tincture, in an ounce of warm sweet- 
ened water ; the dose repeated every hour, until the skin and kid- 
neys begin to act normaUy. (Apis, Hellebore, Apocyc, or Colchi- 
cum, should be given in the same manner.) If more convenient, 
give a weak warm infusion — 1 dram of the root to 1 pint water. 

In Dropsy, especially when arising from suppressed perspiration, 
or some forms of renal disease, it will be useful. We do not know 
what are the peculiar pathological changes which it can cause in 
the kidneys, and we are equally ignorant of the pathological ef- 
fects of Apis, Apoc. c. and most of our best remedies for dropsy. 
But it may be considered a general rule, that a drug which primor 
rily causes diuresi\ will secondarily cause dropsy. In proof of 
this, we may cite the provings of Canth., Apocynum c, Arsenicum, 
Apis., and all the so-called diuretics. They first excite the kidneys 
to abnormal action ; then the reaction follows, and we have suspen- 
sion of function, and consequent effusion. 

Asdepias syr, then is truly homoeopathic to renal dropsy. Dr, 
Pattee Bhys: "It has in my hands certainly proved useful in the 
removal of dropsical effusions. Dr. Smith relates the case of a 
man of 80, who had general dropsy, caused by taking cold ; he was 
enormously swollen ; he commenced taking 2 oz of the cold infu- 
sion every two hours ; in 24 hours he had passed over three gallons 
of water, and in a week, all the dropsical symptoms had disap- 
peared." 

I once treated a case of general dropsy from disease of the heart. 
In the advanced stages, after all the usual remedies bad one after 
the other failed to give relief, I resorted to the Asdepias syr. ; 
not having any tincture, I ordered fm infusion — 1 oa. to a quart of 
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water— the fVeeh root was nsed; a tablespoonful of thia prepara- 
tion was given every two hours. Under its use the arine increased 
' to nearly a gallon a dav, and the breathing was much relieved. The 

Satient was made comfortable by its use for many weeks, but finally 
ied of the cardiac disease. 

Dr. Pattee says, in large doses it will produce ardor ttrincB.^ 
The persistent use of small doses will have the same effect ; in fact, 
all ** diuretic " medicines have the same effect. By the continued 
irritation which they keep up in the urinary organs, inflammation is 
finally induced. This inflammation may lead on to organic disease, 
and consequent anasarca. Here we have the foundation for a gen- 
eral rule, VIZ. : IT^t aU diuretics a/re aecondarUy homceopcUhio to 
the various forms of renal dropsy. 

Vtems, etc. In the case of dropsy from heart-disease, referred 
to above ; the patient's menses had not appeared for 4 months ; she 
diowed no signs of pregnancy ; indeed, it was deemed impossible, 
that such condition could exist. Such was the general cedema that 
no vaginal examination could be made. 

About 24 hours after she commenced the use of the Asclepias 
syr. ; and after diuresis had set in, she was taken with severe labor- 
l&e pains ; pressing down from small of the back to the hypogas- 
trinm, with a scanty discharge of pale red blood. These pains in- 
creased with each dose, but disappeared a few hours after suspend- 
ing the medicine. Upon resuming it, the pains again appeared. 
The experiment was tried several times with similar results. In 
her feeble state, it was not deemed prudent to carry the experi- 
ment further. 

CumcAL RBMAKKs.~In this case, whether pregnancy was 
present or not, the Asclepias syr. manifested a decided specific ac- 
tion upon the uterus. It caused intermitting^ bearing-down, labor- 
like pains, which but few drugs will do. (Macrotis, Caulophyllum, 
Uva ursi.) The uterine pains caused by Ergot, Tanacetum, and 
others of that class are more constant, remitting. 

In domestic use it has some reputation as an emmenegogue, and 
abortivant. It has been employed in dysmenorrhoea and amenor- 
rhoBa by eclectic physicians with alleged success. 

The above experiment would go to show, that it was homoBO- 
pathic to dysmenorrhcsa and threatened abortion. Especially when 
there is copious discharge of urine. Dysmenorrhoea is often ac- 
companied by diuresis, in which case this remedy would be per- 
fectly indicated. 



ASCLEPIAS TUBEROSA. 

{PUuriay Boot,') 

The root of this variety of Asdepias is perenmal, and gives 
origin to numerous stems which are erect, ascending, or procum- 
bent, round, hairy, of a green or reddish color, branching at the top, 
and about 18 inches in height. (It rarely exceeds this, although it 
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is stated to be three feet by some authorities.) The leaves are scat- 
tered, oblong-lanceolate, very hairy, of a deep rich green color on 
thqir upper surface, paler beneath, and supported usually on short 
foot stalks. The flowers are of a beautiful reddish-orange color, and 
disposed in terminal or lateral corymbose umbels. The fruit is an 
erect, lanceolate follicle, with flat ovate seeds, connected to a longi- 
tudinal receptacle by long silky hairs. This plant differs from other 
species of Asclepias in not emitting a milky juice when wounded. 
It flourishes from Massachusetts to Georgia, and when in full bloom, 
in the months of June and July, exhibits a splendid appearence. 
The root is the part used in medicine. This is large, irregularly 
tuberous, branching, often somewhat fusiform; externally brown, 
internally white and striated, and in the recent state, of a sub-acid 
nauseous taste. When dried it is easily pulverized, and has a bitter, 
but not otherwise unpleasant taste. 

It is considered by the eclectic school and others to be diaphore- 
tic and expectorant, and in large doses cathartic. It is employed 
in regular practice and domestic use, in catarrh, pneumonia, pleurisy 
and consumption. It is held in high estimation in dysentery, 
rheumatism, and in cardialgia from flatulence or indigestion. 

The following proving, if such it can be called, was communicated 
to the Jour, de la Societe Gallicana de Med, Hom. by A. Savery, 
M. D., who, it seems was a pupil of Dr. B. Mure, of Brazilian ptov- 
ings ** notoriety." 

I insert the ** proving," in order that no accusation of unjust 
bias can be made against me. At the same time I must enter my 
honest protest against the manner in which the experiment was 
made ; and state my conscientious belief of the utter worthlessness 
of the proving. I will state the grounds of my objections. 

Only two drops of the tincture was taken; no repetition of the 
dose was made, and aU the symptoms, sensations, ifec, felt by the 
prover, for the ensuing /or^y days were recorded. It is stated that 
at the commencement of the proving, the prover was suflerring from 
irritation of the respiratory organs and Btomotch, 

Now when we consider that the Asclepias is a mild, unirritating 
medicine, except in large doses, much milder in its action than Ipecac, 
or Apocynum ; that in domestic practice it is common for those hav- 
ing catarrhs, fever, or any simple ailment, to drink a pint of the 
decoction, and feel no other effects than gentle diaphoresis, and com- 
plain of no after symptoms; that eclectic physicians use it in almost 
every disease, in large doses of the fluid extract, or even the active 
principle asclepin^ and note no bad effects ; and finally, when I state 
that I have taken the tincture in 10 and 20 drop doses four times a 
day and never noticed any unpleasant effects — any such symptoms as 
Savery records, it seems incredible that the long list of serious 
symptoms should be caused by only two drops of the tincture. 

We must remember, too, the admission that the experimenter had 
^^ respiratory and gastric irritation,'' when he took the first dose, and 
this alone should lead us to look with suspicion upon the proving. 

It is with a good deal of hesitation that I have admitted this 
^^ proving" into the volume, for it is a very grave and important 
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mitter to give a proving, which may be instramental in determining^ 
the life or death of a patient. 

Sappose the proving of Yeratmm alb. had been nnreliable and 
&la6 ? How many thousands of cholera patients would have gone 
down to the grave without an administration of the proper remedial 
specific. We hold in our hands, oftentimes, the lives of our patients, 
and it behooves us to be soleomlj conscientious in the selection of 
those remedies which we use at the bedside of the sick. We should 
neither be swayed, by theory, prejudice, or the dictum of other men, 
but carefuUy weigh the value of a pathogenesis by the light of rea- 
8<A and experience. 

I copy the proving as it was translated and arranged by Dr. 
Bhees, and published in the Amer. Horn. Review, vol. 2, and will 
not offer any clinical remarks of my own with this proving, but let 
it stand by itself^ and if any physician sees fit to accept the patho- 
genetia as a reliable one, let him do so upon his own responsiDility. 
The symptoms enumerated bear some resemblance to those which 
have been cured by asclepias tuberosa; but throwing aside all other 
circumstances, this proving should be substantiated by others before 
it oould be receivea. I fully agree with Prof Small, that the true 
test of the reliabihty of all provings is the multiplicity of experi- 
ments. If they all evolve the same or similar symptoms, we cannot 
hesitate to accept them. (The numerals indicate the days after 
taking the medicine.) 

DB. SAVKBY'S PROVING. 

Ctonenil Symptoms. — Sensation of numbness in the whole body. 
Excessive weakness in the morning in bed. Walking seems im- 
possible. Sensation while walking as if he run but forward toward 
the left side. Aching in the bones, and rheumatic pains in the ex- 
tremities, principally in the joints ; those pains appear in one arm 
and in the opposite leg at the same time ; thus if the left arm is 
affected the right leg suffers in sympathy, and the left leg with the 
right arm; this circumstance was almost constant. Quivering and 
twitching of the muscles in different parts ; emaciation. 

Skin. — ^Pimples, vesicles or pustules began to appear on the 15th 
day, and spread gnidually over almost the whole body, but particu- 
larly on the arms, le^, and in the face ; they are very painful and 
itch excessively, and continue more than eight days. A red in- 
flamed spot on the upper part of the right thigh, as lar^e as a dol- 
lar, painful and itching, continuing several days, and leaving a dark 
stain (23), Many vesicles on the lips (23). Pock-like pustules on the 
arms. 

CumoAtj Rkmabks.— *We believe it be a powerfid anti-psoric, 
useftd for cutaneous eruptions.— Saveby. 

Sleep.' — Difficult and late sleep at night, with great sleepiness in 
the morning, and through the day. Confused and anxious dreams. 

fever.— 'Feverish the first day, the pulse being at first 65, after- 
wards 70. Sometimes much thirst, sometimes none. On the 
eighth day, phlse 92. Pulse thready, 65, during diarrhoea. 

Wtnd miL ieBMrliM. — ^Excessive dejection (15). Weakness of 
9 
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memory (2). Difficulty of thinkiD^, collectedly. Feeling of drunk* 
enness after smoking very little, with weakness of vision. 

Head. — Pain in the forehead with a feeling of heaviness in the 
side, continuing the whole day, (1). Headache is present almost 
daily, generally more severe early in the morning. Headache in the 
looming, while rising, with weakness, that he must lie down again ; 
it continued the whole day, and all the following night, (7). Prick- 
ing as with nails in the head, and at the same time in other parts, 
(2). Pains in the scalp, in the left side of the occiput, like touching 
a pustule, (16). Falling of the hair, (39). 

Clinical Remarks. — It has proved useful in Cephalalgia; 
gastric headaches, neuralgias. — S. 

Eyes. — ^Transitory pain behind the lefk eyeball, in a few minutes. 
Broad dark spots before the eyes, with alow pulse of 65, (1). 
Itching in the angles and lids of the right eye, (3). Inflammation of 
the conjunctiva for many days ; (this, however, is not an unusual 
symptom with the proverj. Pain in the eyes, by gaslight. The 
eyes look lanquid and fatigued. Feeling as if sand were in the 
eyes. The lower lids are painful as if ulcerated. 

Face. — Yellowness of the face, (15) Facies hippocratioa (after 
violent diarrhoea on the 15th day). Yellow coating on the teeth. 
Pain in the right inferior molars, (24). 

Month. — Itching of the lips. Lips inflamed and covered with 
herpetic vesicles. Gums very pale and almost yellow ; they bleed 
easily and repeatedly. Yellow, tough coating on the tongue, 
putrid taste. 

Pharynx. — ^Transitory constriction and stinging in the throat, 
extending to the larynx, (1). Pains in the throat. Soreness of the 
throat, (26). 

Appetite^ Ac* — ^Deficient appetite, especially in the morning* 
insatiable hunger, (2). Eructations on the first day, less frequent 
on the second. Nausea in the morning on rising, (17). Taste of 
blood in the mouth. 

Stomach.— Burning in the stomach (after 25 minutes). Pains in 
the stomach ; nervous, even amounting to violent gastralgia ; also 
cramp-like. Sensation as if the stomach would burst, whue laugh- 
ing. The pains in the stomach continue, s^ost without a day^s 
intermission until the 42nd day. 

Clinical Bbscabk. — Gastralgia. — S. 

Ahdomen. — ^Throbbing in the left hypochondria. Pains in the 
intestines^, (after 20 minutes) subsequently attended with burning in 
the right hypochondriac region and stomach. Much flatulence, 
smelling like the medicine, with colic-like pains, with a sensation 
when walking as if the belly would drop. Violent pain in the 
hypogastrium as if the region were ulcerated with tenderness to 
pressure. Colic, while going up stairs ; while walking ; after one 
o'clock, (8-14) and also in the morning, during each stool. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^It is indicated and useful in enteritis. 
(Jaundice), etc. Savebt. 

Stool. — Fluid, painful stool (2) of very strong smell (37). Clammy 
iltool, of green color, and smelling like spoiled eggs, followed 
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bj pain in the arms. On the 14th day, at 1 o'clock at night, a 
pamfal and copious stool with violent colic, and a sensation as 
though the bowels would come out ; half an hour afterwards, small 
but very painful stool ; at 2 o^clock the same kind of stool, but with 
increased pain, (Verat. 8, relieved the pain). At 11 o'clock, another 
stool almost black in color, clammy, with many ascarides, and yellow 
spots like fistt, attended with a feeling as if a stream'of fire passed 
throngh the abdomen. In the afternoon, a stool of intense yellow 
color, with ^reen and yellow flakes. In the evening, a stool exactly 
like the white of an egg, with no foecal matter whatever. The fol- 
lowing day the fcBces are entirely envelojped in froth. Tenesmus. 

CuinGAL Remarks. — We have found it curative in acute enter- 
itis ; and it is indicated in dysentery, diarrhcea, etc. * 

Urine.— During the first 12 days the urine is red to saturation. 
On the 11 ih day it looks as if mixed with blood; after standing a 
short time, small, dark red, almost black points of the size of a pin's 
head rise on the surface, and much mucus is deposited on the bot* 
tom of the vessel. The urine is more red than normal all the time. 

Male and Sexual Organs. — ^Painful stitches in the urethra,' 
repeatedly. Ulcerous excoriations on the glans, resembling 
chancre, with a pua-like secretion, (disappearing in a few days from 
washing in urine.) [The prover had chancre 10 years ago. One 
year ago, while proving this medicine, on the 3d day a chancre 
appeared on the left side of the prepuce, then on the right, lasting 
two days. Copious perspiration of the genitals. 

Clinical Kemabks. — We have employed this medicine with 
uniform success in constitutional syphilis, and it is indicated in ven- 
ereal diseases. * 

CatarrkaL — ^At first dry, then fluent coryza during the first few 
days, with much snee^ng. Subsequently a blowing out of some 
blood from one nostril for several days. 

Clinical Remarks. — It may prove useftil in asthma and aflec- 
tions of the nose. * 

Larynx and Chesty Heart.— Pain in the larynx. The breath smells 
like pepper. Necessity to inspire hurriedly, followed by a sensa^ 
tion of oppression. Want of breath like asthma, often very great, 
particularly after eating and smoking. Pain in the right lung. 
jPrioking pain in the region of the heart. Contracting pain in the 
heart. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — We have employed it successfully in cases 
of phthisis and asthma. It seems indicated in carditis. * 

Back and Extremities. — Stinging, transitory stitches between the 
shoulder blades. Pain in the loins like lumbago. Pain in left 
shoulder, soon after, in the rieht, like rheumatism. Pain in bones 
of left arm. Rheumatic pain in fore arm down to fingers. Numb- 
ness of right hand. Violent itching in hands and fingers. Pain in 
hips like ooxalgia. Rending pain in knees up to the hips, when 
walking and rising. Tiie ankle feel as if sprained. Pain in bones 
of left ankle, drawing in soles and in the toes. Violent itching on 
the legs up to the knees. 
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CiJNiCAL Reicabkb. — ^It seems to be indicated in articniar 
rheumatism and bone paine. Lumbago, &c. * . 

Bkmarkb.— It is to be regreted that the foregoing experiment 
was not conducted differently. Had the dose (2 drops) been 
repeated ever^ 4 pr 6 hours, and other persons joined in the proYingiy 
something reliable might have been eyolved ; but in this case we 
are at a loss to know whether any of the symptoms resulted from 
the medicine, or whether the ^^ gastric and respiratoi^ irritation'' 
which the prover had when he commenced, was not the cause of the 
lon^ array of symptoms. 

I am free to admit that the symptoms of the stomach, chest and 
bowels, are similar to those which 1 know to be caused by asdepias 
tuberosa, but we should have further provings before we blindly 
accept this one. I will briefly mention the conditons for which I 
have prescribed the asclepias tub. with apparent benefit. 

GenercUli/^ it is very appropriate in diseases of children. In this 
respect it resembles Ipecac, also in asthmatic persons, and those 
subject to catarrhal affections; and many diseases which owe their 
origin to cold and damp weather. 

(a.) It is useful in the coughs and colds of children; in a 
loose rattling cough with diSculty of breathing ; in those 
nasal catarrhs which children sufier from ("snuffles"). I have 
known a child cured of hoarse croupy cough, tigntness of 
breathing, and fever with hot but moist skin, by half a teaspoonfol 
of weak infusion, administered by the mother, every hour; no vomit* 
ing or nausea was caused. (The dose in this case was about equal 
to a drop of the 1-10 dilution.) I once treated a case of pleurisy in 
a child 12 years of age with Asclepias t 2nd ; the symptoms were 
much pain of a cutting character iu the left side, during inspiration ; 
some dyspnea, fever, and hacking cough. No other medicine was 
given and on the fifth day the patient was convalescent. 

Such confidence have the country people in this remedy, that I 
have known parents treat their children for catarrhal fever, pnen* 
monias, etc., with this plant, giving it in warm infusion, rather 
than run the risk of placing them under the care of allopathic phy- 
sicians. It is not necessary to induce its nauseant action, in order 
to get its beneficial influence on the organs of respiration. This fac^ 
the eclectic school now acknowledge, as does the allopathic school 
in relation to Ipecac and Tartar emetic. There is certainly a large 
amount of testimony in favor of the specific action of Asclepias 
tuberosa, upon the respiratory organs. We will quote some of tbe 
most important authorities. 

Dr. Wood says, "it has long been employed in catarrh, pneu- 
monia, pleurisy, consumption and other pectoral afleotions, and 
appears to be decidedly useful if applied in the early stages. 

JDr. Bigeiow writes, " I am satisfied of its utility as an expector- 
ant medicine, and have seen no inconsiderable benefit arise from ita 
use as a palliative mpJuhisis. 

Dr. Beach declares, " its action on the lungs is specific, assisting 
suppressed 'expectoration, and relieving the dif&cult breathing of 
patients who are laboring under attacks of pleurisy, which circum- 
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stance htm obtained for it one of its popular names.'' It relieves 
difficulty of breathing in general, together with pains in the chest. 

ScTeral writers have stated that they ^* have nsed it in many 
cases of plenrisy and pneumonia with the most marked advantage, 
and this too, in nearly every sta^e of these complaints. * * It 
not only operates &vorably as a diaphoretic, but is an expectorant of 
trancendent value, invariably increasing the freedom of breatfhin^^ 
and exerts a spedfic control over inflammation of the tnoraciif^ 
viscera.'^ '* It has been used with benefit in asthma,'' etc. V 

(b.) I have found it useful in vomiting of mucus, and gastic Ai^^ 
bility. Pro. Zee says, ^^ It is useful in atonic dyspepsia, resto^ng 
tone to thQ stomach, and relieving gastric pains and flatulence.'' 
Any drug which is capable of causing irritation of the stomach, 
induces weakness of that organ ; deranges the digestive function, 
and thence dyspepsia. ABdepias Pub. then cures this condition in 
small doses because it causes it in large. 

(c.) In the colic from flatulence, or from intestinal irritation, in 
children or adults, or in catarrhal diarrhoea, this remedy will be 
found useful. In this respect it resembles ChamomiUa. I have 
found it useful in the dysenteries occurring in the autumn months, 
when the nights are cold and damp. Dr. Parker, of Mass., emplojr* 
ed it for 25 years in dysentery, and had the greatest confidence m 
its powers. I have known it to cure in a few hours, severe rheuma- 
tic pains from a cold, with chilliness alternating with heat. I have 
generally used the tincture in doses of two or three drops, or the 
let or 2d dil., in same doses. I have no doubt but the higher 
dilutions would act equally well especially in young children. 



BAPTISIA TINCTORIA. 

(WOd Indigo. Sorsefy-Weed.) 



This plant is indigenous, |p*owing in most ]:^rt of the United 
States, in dry and poor soils, m woods and on hills. It blooms in 
July and August, having bright yellow flowers, in small looser dus* 
ters at the end of the branches. It resembles a shrub, and grows 
from one to two feet high. The fruit is an oblong pod of a bluish 
black color. It contains indigo, tannin, an acid, and baptisin. 
When the whole plant or any portion of it is dried, it becomes 
black and affords a blue dye, inferior to Indigo. In some parts of 
the country the young shoots are used as a substitute for aspara^ 
gus, to which they bear some resemblance, and they occasionally 
cause drastic purgation, especially if eaten after they assume a 
green color. Alcohol and water will take up its active properties. 
Its medicinal virtues reside principally in the bark of the root. 
This agent promises fair to become one of our most powerfril and 
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valuable polychrets. We have several provings of it| made by Drs. 
Burt, HiU, Douglas, Thompson and others. But the proving of Dr. 
W. H. Burt, is the most thorough and suggestive. Dr. B. is one of 
the most correct and enthusiastic provers in the homoeopathic ranks. 
Eclectic writers utter their usual indefinite phrases, in relation to 
this agent. Without any clear idea of its physiological action, they 
assert it to be anti-septic, astringent, tonic, emetic, cathartic 
and alterative. One only wonders that they did not use all the 
rtst of the terms found in Materia Medica. Not a few of that 
school consider it a " febrifuge," and many deem it to be power^ 
fu%^ ''depressant" in its action over the nervous and vascular 
systems, while King says it is a " stimulant." It is only by a study 
of the general and special symptoms elicited by our provings, that 
we can arrive at any correct conclusion as to its real effects upon 
the healthy organism. There is one property which the physicians 
of the eclectic school allege the Baptisia to possess, which should 
command our attention and investigation. I allude to its asserted 
antiseptic power. Applied in the form of a wash, to ulcers, 
mucous surfaces, etc., when there is a tendency to putrescency of 
the fluids and solids, gangrenes, foetid discharges, etc., it is said to 
correct the conditions alluded to, in a very prompt manner. It is 
therefore advised in '' malignant sore mouth and throat, mercuric 
sore mouth, scrofulous or syphilitic ophthalmia, eryi^pelatous ulcers," 
etc. My experience, and that of some of my colleagues in the 
homoeopathic school, would seem to verify some of these assertions. 
Its action seems to be somewhat analogous to the chlorine com- 
pounds. 

General Symptoms. — *' If given in very large doses it causes a 
very disagreeable prostration of the whole system.'' — (King.) 
Lying in one position for a few minutes, as upon the back, caused 
the sacral region to become exceedingly painful, as though I had 
lain on the hard floor all night, and inducing the conviction that a 
short continuance of the same position, would cause bed sores. 
When turning on the other side, the same sensation was produced 
on the hips, obliging me at last to turn on my face to relieve those 
parts. (D) (Arnica causes the s^me symptom, and it is very com- 
monly met with in typhoid fever. — Jffale) Intolerance of pres- 
sure on all parts upon which pressure was made. Felt weak and 
tremulous, as though recovering from a fit of sickness. Incapable 
of making any vigorous mental or physical exertion. An indes- 
cribable sick feeling all over, with great languor. Stiflness of all 
the joints as though strained. Rheumatic pains and soreness all 
over the body. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^AU these symptoms, indicate clearly that 
the Baptisia is an analogue of Rhus, Mercury, and even some of 
the " nervous-sedatives.'' It powerfully lowers the vitality of the 
organism. 

Charactbristic Symptoms. — ^All the symptoms increased by 
taking a glass of beer. The pains are of a pressive, drawing char- 
acter ; aggravated by motion, relieved by rest and excitement. The 
nght side of the boay is most aifected. 
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lerr^vi ByiteM. — ^The hands felt large and were tremulous, 
with a peculiar thrilling sensation through both hands and feet, 
somewhat like 'Agoing to sleep," a want of circulation. Intolerance 
of pressure on all parts of the body — it caused soreness. (D) Arms 
and legs tremble. Numb sensations all over the body. Sensation 
of paralysis of the eye-lids. The general action of the Baptisia^ 
upon the nervous system, is that of a sedative. It seems to cause 
a degree of paralysis, both of sensation and motion. In this it 
resembles Rhus, Aconite and Gelseminum. It may cause a peculiar 
erethism^ of the nervous system, but this condition is due to debi- 
lity and not stimulation. 

Lymphatio System. — Swelling of the inguinal glands. Swelling 
of the ton^^.— {Burt.) Like Mercury and Phytolacca, the Bap- 
tisia seems to stimulate or rather irritate^ the glandular system. 
Allopathic writers decree that Mercury is a stimulant to the lym- 
phatic and glandular system, although it depresses all the other 
ronctions of organic life. This is the general belief of the adhe- 
rents of that school. It is not a healthy stimulation, but 
rather an irritation. Phytolacca and Baptisia have the same 
action. They are therefore homoeopathic : primarily^ to irritation 
of tJie glandular system, ane^ secondarily : to indolent atonic states 
of that system. It may be as well in this place to quote the tes- 
timony of eclectic writers, as to the specific action of Baptisia upon 
the glands. "It acts powerfully upon the glandular systems, 
increasing all the glandular secretions. The leaves applied in 
fomentations have discussed tumors and swelling of the female 
breast, resembling schirrus.'' — (ITing.) "It has been used with 
advantage as a deobstruent, in visceral obstructions and 'engorge- 
ments.'^ (J. & S. Mat. Med.) " Baptisia is a sure and powerful 
aUerativej and may be employed with confidence in all affections 
of the glandular system. In scrofula and cutaneous disorders few 
remedies are more beneficial." — ( Coe.) I have khown it used in 
phagadenic ulcerations of glands with excellent results. In several 
cases of ulceration of the tonsils^ after scarlatina, or in diphtheria, 
it has, in my hands, surpassed my expectations. I used it both 
internally and locally. 

Mveons Membranei. — ^By examining its special effects as recorded 
in the prpving, it will be seen that the Baptisia causes ulcerations, 
of many mucous surfisices, particularly of the buccal cavity. In 
this rei^ect it resembles Mercurius, Nitric acid, Phytolacca, and 
Comus oir. It is specifically indicated in discharges from mucous 
surfaces having a fcetid odor, and a sanious excoriating character. 
The particular mdications for its use will be given under appropriate 
headmgs. 

Yascvlar System, Fever, etc.— Feeling of greatly increased 
compass and frequently of the pulsations of the heart ; pulsations 
seem to fill the chest; the pulse (usually but little over 70) 00, full 
and soft. Uncomfortable burning heat of the whole surface, espe- 
cially the face. Tongue felt dry, smarted and felt sore, as if burnt. 
The heat compelled me to move to a cool part of the bed, and 
finally to rise and open a window, and wash my face aud hands; 
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with these symptoms there was a peculiar feeling of the head, 
which is never felt except dnring the presence of fever ; a sort of 
excitement of the brain which is the preliminary, or rather begin- 
ning of delirium. For a short time, slight febrUe, chilly horripula- 
tions on« the lower limbs and back. (D) Burning sensation over 
the body, followed by perspiration, vomiting, and diarrhoaa with 
dark stools, debility slow, round, full pulse. (Beckwith.) Thirst 
and flashes of heat over the face. General heat after going to bed. 
Heat and burning in the lower extremities, so intense as to prevent 
sleep. Chill all day with fever at night, with rheumatic pains and 
soreness all over the body. Pulse at first accelerated ; afterwards 
became very low and faints Sur&ce of the body chilly. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The careful investigator, cannot fail to 
be struck with the evident fact, that Baptisia, if long continued 
in large doses, would be capable of inducing a condition of th6 
blood similar to the ^Hyphus craeds''; and a state of the fluids of 
the body, nearly identical with that occurring in low fevers. Its 
action on the nervous system also would tend to set up a typhoid 
erethism, and its e£Pects upon mucous surfaces would mdicatd its 
power to cause those peculiar intestinal lesions which ocmstitute the 
cdiaracteristic of typhoid fever. Before giving the experience of 
our s(^ool in the use of Baptisia in fevers, I will present the 
testimony of eclectic physicians. JKing says it is indicated in 
typhus, and all cases when there is a tendency to putrescenoy. He 
uses it in the low stage of typhoid fever, and in all typhoid condi- 
tions, occuring in other diseases. Jones asserts, that it has been 
used successfully in cases of typhoid and typhus fever^ whenever 
there is a tendency to putrescency. It is resorted to by eclectic 
practitioners in low fevers, with the same confidence, that we admi- 
nister the mineral acids, Rhus, Bryonia, etc. Under its use, they 
claim that the disease is materially shortened in duration, and rob- 
bed of its intensity ; but they unluckily compound it so often with 
other drugs, that we must look to homceopaUiic authority for dear 
proof of its usefulness. The following cases, related by Dr. Hoyt, 
in tlie North Amer. Jour. Vol. 6, p. 226, were the first to bring 
the Baptisia to the notice of the profession. It was used by many 
physicians however, before the cases alluded to were pulAished : 
Ca$e 1. — Mrs. C. was taken with typhus fever, and treat^allopath- 
ically. She became so reduced that her life was despaired o4 and 
after the continuation of the fever for thirty-one days, as a last 
resort, Mr. C. prepared ai decoction of tthe Baptisia ;. taking d 
piece of the root about three inches long, and f th inches thiek^ 
steeping it in ^ pint of water. He commenced by ^ving her 5 or 
6 drops of the decoction once in X& minutes, increasing till he gave 
nearly a teaspoonful at a dose. In about one and one-half hours 
the sur&oe of the patient presented an appearance as though she 
had been literally scalded, so red was the skin, accompanied with 
a most intense superficial heat; at the same time noticing large 
drops of sweat standing on he forehead, the medicine was discon- 
tinued. In a few moments a profuse perspiration appeared all over 
the body, which continued for nearly 12 hours, or till she was bathed 
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freely with brandy and water. From this time she began to 
improve, and with the occamonal administration of a drop or two 
of the remedy, ^ot well, without any febrile symptoms. It is worthy 
of remark that mimediately npon the administration of the remedy 
she became quiet and fell asleep ; she had been restless and delirioos 
for three weeks previous. Cases 2 and 8. — Mr. and Mrs. S. being 
very unwell, I was called, and found them suffering with symptoms 
of continued fever. After prescribing Aconite, Rhus tox, etc^ 
without mudi effect, and my j^atients growing rapidly worse, I 
was induced to use the Baptisia in decoction, as m C/ase 1. I 
remained to watch the operation of my remedy. To my ereat sur- 
prise in about an hour, the perspiration appeared npon the foreheads 
of my patients, and it gradually covered the entire surface. In 
about BIX hours they were thoroughly bathed with tepid water, 
and the next morning scarce a vestige of the fever remained, and 
a rapid recovery followed. Case 4. — Mr. R. was taken with typhus 
fever, and had the usual homcBopathic remedies for several days. 
An mifavorable prognosis was given, and the Baptisia was decided 
upon. It was administered and its effects watched. In this case, 
drop doses of an alcoholic tincture were used. The fever was 
reduced more than one-half in a few hours, and by a continuation 
of the remedy he was saved. A fierce delirium was present in this 
case^ but it rapidly gave way under the action of the medicine." 
Several other cases of undoubted typhoid fever have been reported 
as a/rrestedy by the use of Baptisia. Indeed some physicians are so 
enthusiastic that they assert its powe;: to ** break up " a continued 
fever, in any of its stages. Were it necessary to substantiate the 
value of Baptisia in continued fevers, with typhoid symptoms, I 
could record the testimony of scores of homoBopathic physicians, 
who have related their successful experience with this remedy. I 
have used it for nearly six years in my practice, and consider it 
equally important with Rhus, Phosphoric acid, and Arsenicum, 
when indicated. The following are, in briej^ the characteristic 
indications for its use : Chilliness all day ; heat at night ; chilliness 
with soreness of the whole body; heavy, dull, bruised sensation in 
the head, stupefyiag headache, confusion of ideas, delirium at night, 
heavy sleep with frightful dreams, dry red tongue, or brown coated 
tongue, sticky mouth, fcBtid breath, foetid sweat, and great foBtor 
of the discharges, (urine and stool), great debility and nervous 

froBtration with erethism; ulcerations of a bad character, etc 
usually use the mother tincture, or the lower dilutions a few drops 
in water, every one, two, or three hours. It acts well, when 
alterated with phosphoric or muriatic acid, and may be used with 
benefit in nearly all the stages of a typhoid, and even in the pre- 
monitory or forming stage. I am certain, that its timely use nas 
prevented the establishment of the fever, if given when the first 
symptoms of languor, chilliness and soreness of the whole body 
b^in to appear. It is doubtful if Baptisia is indicated in 2X\ fevers. 
It is one of the misfortunes of all schools of medicine, that when 
a new remedy comes up, it is seized upon by certain enthusiastic 
members of the profession, and they, losing sight of its specific 
10 
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indications, proceed to land it in the most extrava^nt terms, as a 
panacea in ail diseases. This has been the case with several new 
remedies lately introduced in the homoeopathic materia medlca. 
Rumex crispttSy a really valuable remedy for pulmonary affections; 
an analogue of Phosphorus ; was so highly lauded, that physicians, 
not finding it equal to the task of curing every kind of cough, threw 
it aside, and is now too much neglected. Some practitioners like 
Dr. Wolf, have gone stark mad about Apis md.\ others upon 
Aconite, Gelseminum and Atropine. Such has been the fate of 
Baptisia. Dr. Hill, does not hesitate to recommend it in nearly 
every type and variety of fever. (See " Epitome.'') This wholesale 
recommendation, has been an injury to the reputation of the 
medicine, and indirectly an injury to our school, and our patients. 
The range of action of Baptisia is as limited as any other fever- 
remedy. It may sometimes be indicated in catarrhal^ bUious^ 
rheumatic^ or congestive fevers ; occasionally in the ezanthematous 
fevers, when they assume an adynamic type ; but only when the 
symptoms and conditions resemble those caused by the medicine. 

Hind. — ^Restless, uneasy, frightful dreams — gloomy and cast 
down for several days." — (Burt.) "Troublesome dreams, mentid 
excitement bordering on delirium." Indisposition and want of 
power to think ; unhappy ; mind seems weak. (D.) 

Clinical Remabks. — ^The above symptoms are similar to those 
which precede a typhoid fever. I have often given the Baptisia 
one-tenth in these premonitory states, with the apparent effect of 
preventing the establishment of the fever. 

Sleep* — "Slept two or three hours and waked with difficult 
breathing, a kind of night-mare, dreams of laboring hard in the 
snow, suffering with heat from the exertion and finally being 
smothered in the snow; unusually sound sleep, dreams about fight- 
ing and disputation, always come off second best." — {Douglas.) 
Drowsy, stupid, tired feeling. Very restless after midnight. Kest- 
less night with frightful dreams. Restless until 2 a. m., thein sleep 
with ^ghtftil dreams. (B.) Dreamed of being bound down with 
a chain across the moutlu 

Clinical RsMABKS.—The symptoms above noted bear a close 
resemblance to those occurring in typhoid fevers. The restless 
nights, with delirium, and frightftil dreams, all point to its specific 
applicability in many low fevers. 

Head. — "Feeling as if the skin of the forehead would be drawn 
to the back part of the head, great tightness of the skin of the 
forehead, with pain in the right eye, frequent pressive pain in the 
right temple. Sharp pains in both temples, dull pressive pain in 
the forehead, feeling as if the forehead would be pressed in, dull 
heavy, pressive headache, very much aggravated by motion. Peel- 
ing as if the head was too heavy, numb feeling of the head and 
face." — (2>r. Burts Proving) Dullness of head. Vertigo. Con- 
fused feeling in the head, swimming sensation very like that one 
experiences before the operation of an emetic?'^ {Dr. Thomson^ s 
proving^ JST. A. J. Vol. V. page 647. " Peculiar feeling of the 
head, which is never felt, except during the presence of fever. 
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exdtement of the brain, saoh as precedes delirium. Dull feeling in the 
oocipat with slight pain and fullness, vessels of head fnll, head feels 
larffe. Dizziness, severe frontal headache, heat in forehead, soreness 
in mmt part of head, soreness in the brain, worse when stooping. 
^ Brain feels numb with occasional stitches or shocks in varions 
parts of the head, bruised feeling in forehead. Vertigo. Sharp 
pain over right eye, then over the left, dull pain in houi temples, 
growing more intense, dull stupid feeling all over the head with 
severe pain in the occiput. Head feels heavy as though I could 
not «it up, headache day and nieht, causing a sensation of wildness, 
noise increases the headache.** — (Ftovinga by Prof. Dougkus. 
and Beekwithj Messrs. Hawlet/y Smithy Hoyt and Sapp^ If. A. «/! 
Vol F-Z; jtwsflw 228 and 234. 

CuNioix Kjbmasks. — ^The head-symptoms of Baptisia resemble 
those caused b^ Bryoniap Gelseminum, Arnica and Muriatic acid. 
It is indicated m the headache which precedes and accompanies 
typhoid fevers ; and is useful in some bilious, nervous and rheum- 
atic cephalalgias. I have often given it in the febrile paroxysm of 
an intermittent, when the headache was similar to that caused by 
Baptisia. In such cases it not only relieved the head, but often 
hastened the critical perspiration and shortened the hot stage. M^ 
former pupil Dr. Rogers, of Laporte, Ind., thinks very highly of it 
in similar instances. He prescribes it at the commencement of the 
cold ^tage, and continues it through all the stages, and claims thati 
it modifies the pftroxysm, but has no anti-periodic power, in pre- 
venting further attacks. He claims also to have used it with bene- 
fit in his own case, during an attack of '^ cerebro-spinal fever,'' which 
was epidemic in his locality. The Baptisia has many symptoms 
which resemble very much, those which are said to occur in the 
so-called ^' spotted fever.'' We would surest to our colleagues 
a careful comparison of the symptoms oi this dreaded malady, 
with the proving of Baptisia. It may be found to be a valuable 
remedy in the treatment of that fatal epidemic. 

lyes. — "Feeling as if the eyes would be pressed into the head 
with great confusion of sight ; cannot place anything till after 
looking at it a few seconds ; everything seems to be moving. Ver- 
tigo attended with sensation of paralysis of the lids, eyes smart and 
ache severely." (B) ^'Bloated feeling of the eyes; eyes unusually 
glistening ; disposition to have the eyes half closed ; soreness in 
m>nt piu*t of head upon moving the eves oir turning them upward ; 
soreness of eyeballs, eyes feel swollen with burning and slight 
lachrymation ; congestion of the vessels of the eye, they look red 
and inflamed." — (Doug, et a/.) 

CLrNZCAii Remarks. — Many of the eye-symptoms of this medi- 
cine are similar to those caused by Gelseminum and resemble those 
sensations which in the eyes are premonitory to typhus. It is 
evidently homoeopathic to some varieties of ophthalmia. King and 
others recommend it internally, and as a '^ wash,'' in scrofulous and 
purulent ophthalmia. 

Vese. — "Thick mucus discharge from the nose." (T) "Severe 
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drawing pains along the nose.'' (B) ** Catarrh, doll pain at the root 
of the no8e.'» (D.) 

GLnncAL Reicauks. — ^Internally it may be found nsefol in some 
forms of catarrh and ozsBna, as a topical application. I know the 
infhsion, or dilate tinctnre to be serviceable m obstinate foetid dis- 
charges from the nasal passages. 

Taee. — Burning heat of &ce, iace flashed and hot; external 
vessels efface distended and fall, flashes of heat over the face, feels 
flashed and very hot, cheeks bam." (D) • 

Ian. — Dea&ess, or dullness of hearing. Roaring in the ears, 
with confusion of the mind. 

Clinical Rkmakks. — Dullness of hearing is a common symp- 
tom of debility, particularly the debility of typhoid states. Baptisia 
is indicated when deafness occurs daring a low fever. It is useful 
as an injection in foetid, corrosive otorrhoea. 

Moutli) Tongue, etc.— ^'Profuse flow of saliva; well developed 
ulcers in the month ; long, continued flow of saliva. Tongue reek 
as though it had been scraped.** (T) "Tongue coated yellow along 
the centre ; flat bitter taste in the mouth." (B) Tongue feels dry 
on rubbing it ag^st the roof of the mouth, smarted and felt sore 
as if burned, slight, dry burnt feeling of the tongue. Saliva abund- 
ant, somewhat viscid and flat tasting, appetite somewhat inmaired, 
food does not taste quite natural. Filthy taste with flow oi salivia 
loss of appetite, slight yellow coat on the tongue ; two days after- 
ward, tongue coated whitish and slightly congested. Tongue coated, 
at first white with reddish papilla here and there, followed by a 
yellowish brown coating in the centre, the edges bemg red and 
shining ; tongue feels tmck and swollen, numb pricking Bensati<m 
of the tongue, bad taste in the mouth. Teeth and gums feel sore. 
Oozing of blood from the gums. 

. Clinical Rbmabks. — ^The above symptoms of the buccal cavity, 
afford excellent proof of the law of "Similia'* as a law of cure. 
They show that the Baptisia will cause conditions of the mucous 
membrane of the mouth, etc^ similar to those for which it is so 
much used in eclectic practice. An exhaustive proving would 
undoubtedly develop symptoms of |t more aggravated charader, 
as putrid ulcerations, etc. King speaks highly of the Baptisia as 
a wash to malignant, ulcerous sore mouth ; mercurial sore mouth, 
and many other pathological conditions of the buccal cavity. It 
causes salivation and ulceration ; I have used it for many years in 
chronic, mercurial sore-mouth, whei;i the gums were loose, flabby, 
dark red or purple, and the breath was intolerably foetid. Next 
to chlorate of potash, it is the best remedy we have to remove 
and palliate that disagreeable condition. It is indicated in stoma- 
titis matema ; cancrum oris ; and nearly all diseases of the mouth 
and tongue, characterized by ulceration, putrescency, etc But in 
all these diseases, it should be used topically as well as internally. 
Like chlorate of potash, the mineral acids, hydrastus, etc., the cure 
is materially hastened by the local application of the diluted tine* 
ture, or watery inflision. I usually prescribe it as follows : Baptisia 
root one drachm, hot water one pint, or, Tincture Baptisia onedmu 
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oool water four oc This majr be used as a wadbi, gargle, or local appli* 
cation in any form, when it is indicated. At the same time, the tbo- 
tnre or the dilutions may be given internally, at suitable intervals* 
In typhus conditions we find m^y of the above pathogenetic 
symptoms, in nearly every case. They afford special indications 
for the selection of this medicine. 

f hroat.— ^^ Soreness of the throat with scraping and burning. 
Raw sensation in the pharynx with a large amount of viscid mucus 
Constrictive feeling in the throat, causing irequent efforts at deglu- 
tition. Pricking sensation in the upper part of phamyx. Slight 
angina, throat feels swollen or full; tonsils and soft palate injected 
with pain in the root of the tongue when swallowing. 

CujsaoxL Rbmabks.— The action of Baptida upon the throat is 
quite marked. It irritates the tonsils, uvula, and follicular glands. 
It is homoeopathic, and has been found curative in ulcerating sore 
throat, suppurating tonsils, catarrhal angina, etc. If the an- 
gina tends to assume a putrid character, the ulcers dark, and breath 
fcetid, the Baptisia is particularly indicated. Many of my col- 
leagues as well as myself value it very highly in the treatment of 
diphtheria, as an auxiliary to Mera iod, Kali bichrom. or Kali bro. 
It is indicated when putrescent symptoms appear, when the nerv- 
ous system becomes depressed, and there is much prostration. 
The premonitory symptoms of diphtheria, bear a strong resemblance 
to many of the symptoms of Baptisia. It should be used as a 
gargle. 

Stomach.— '^Oood deal of distress in the stomach, severe pains 
every few moment in the cardiac regicm of the stomach ; disposition 
to vomit, but no nausea. Dull pain in the epigastric region, fre- 
quently recurring and aggravated by turning over, constant pain in 
the ^igastric and hypochondriac regions aggravated by walking ; 
burning distress in the epigastrium " (B.) *^ Frequent eructations 
of flatus; nausea'' (T). ^Gone,'' empty feeling of the stomach. 
Slight nausea, followed by vomiting; pain in tiie stomach ; pains 
and cramp in the stomach ; feeling as if there was a hard subistance 
in it. Stitching pain in cardiac extremity of stomach. Slight 
nausea with want of appetite and constant desire for toaterP 
{Doug. €t ol.). 

Clinical Rsmabks. — Typhoid and bilious fevers are'ushered in 
by symptoms which resemble those above given. Baptisia seems 
to act specifically on the gastric mucous membrane, it is highly 
probable, that it causes the same lesions in that tissue, which it 
causes in the mouth and fisiuces, namely, inflammation and ulcera- 
tion. 

Dr, Co&i sa^ he found it very servicable in certain forms of 
dyspepsia, particularly those cases accompained with irritability of 
the stomach, acid eructations, griping pains and looseness of the 
bowels, with frequent, small, and offensive stools. 

Abdomen. — ^^ Constant pain in the right hypochondriac region ; 
sharp shooting pains all through the bowels. Severe colicky pains 
in the umbili^ and especially in the hypochondriac regions ; the 
pain comes on every few seconds, with rumbling in the bowels and 
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desire for stool. Constant dnll pain in the nmbilical region; shoot- 
ing pain in the nmbilical re^on," (Bnrt). *^ Pain in the abdomen 
on pressure; dull heavy aching pain in the lumbar region on going 
to bed at night. Loud borborjgmus, with diarrhoBa, fullness of the 
abdomen, flatulence. Pain in the hypogastrinm, soreness of the 
abdominal mudes as if from cold or coughing severely," (Doug, et 
dl,) ^^ Distension of abdomen, feeling as though it would be a 
relief to vomit, rumbling in the intestines" (T). (In a oat, poison- 
ed with Baptisia, Dr. Burt found the small and large intestines con- 
gested and filled with bloody mucus). 

CuNicAL Kemabks. — ^It is highly probable that the Baptisia 
causes similar intestinal lesions to those observed in typhoid fever. 
It is a drastic cathartic, and is homoeopathic to profuse, dark, foetid 
diarrhoeas, sub-acute enteritis, colics, and other bowel affections. 

Livery Ac. — Pain in the right hypodiondriao region, aggravated 
by walking; constant dull pain in the region ofxhegaitblcidder; 
pain extends to the spine. Soreness in the region of liver, pain in 
t^e liver. 

Clinical Remabks. — JSing says it arouses the liver to a normal 
action. Coe declares that in hepatic derangements it will be found 
a valuable auxiliary to other remedies. Dr. Burt found the Uver 
congested in a cat poisoned with Baptisia. Its pathogenetic symp- 
toms show that it is homoeopathic to some disorders of the liver, the 
exact nature of which, further provings, and clinical experience can 
only decide. 

Stools and Beetum. — ^Rumbling in the bowels and desire for 
stool, soft, papescent stool with a good deal of mucus, soft mushy 
ritools with rumbling in the bowels, '* constipation, severe constipa- 
tion with hemorrhoids, diarrhoea two days before, bowels loose 
which is uncommon with the prover. Bowels costive for two days. 
Vomiting and diarrhoea with dark stools. Bowels constipated 
during whole proving." {Douglas et aL), [A cat poisoned 
with Baptisia had bloodv mucus stools. The intestines were found 
congested and filled with bloody mucus.] In large doses Baptisia 
is a drastic cathartic ; and in smaller doses a laxative. The stools are 
generally dark, offensive, mucous, and even bloody. In quite small 
doses it rather constipates. This, however, is an effect of all cathar- 
tics when given in small quantities. Baptisia then, is primarily 
homoeopathic to diarrhoea, dysentery and acute mucous enteritis ; 
secondarily^ to constipation, with indigestion, torpor of liver 
and haemorrhoids. tfoe says, " in the treatment of ulcera- 
tive inflammation of the bowels and stomach, and chronic diarrhoea, 
and^ dysentery, its use should never be omitted ; also, that it is use- 
ful in '^ acrid faecal discharges, and ^V frequent, small and offensive 
stools.'' Thus it is that both allopathic and eclectic schools of medi- 
cine, use remedies successfully for the very symptoms they cause, 
thereby unwittingly treating their patients homoeopathically. It is 
indicated particularly in adynamic diarrhoea and dysentery, with 
the general condition of the system usually present. But it has 
been found useful in those affections even when sthenic in character. 
In its action on the bowels it resembles Leptandria, Arsenicum^ 



BAPnSIA UNOTORIA. 19 

Nitric Add and Bhox-toz. Dr. Burt,* one of the probers of Baptisia, 
thbks highly of it in dysentery. He reports the following : Case 
Ist. A pregnant woman was attacked with dysentery. It brought on 
labor, after which the dysentery grew worse. A council was to 
he held at noon, but on the morning of the same day Baptisia, (i 
drops of the tincture CTcry hour) was given; at noon she was much 
better, and her convalescence was rapid. Her symptoms were 
violent eolio-like pains before every stool, and great tenesmus. Stools 
every five or ten minutes. They were pure blood, with a very little 
mucus, pulse 20, soft and full. Aconite^ JSry, CaloeyiUh^ Merc^ 
Veratnan alb. were given for four days without any benefit, while 
the Baptina cured her perfectly in four hours.*' In ten oases of 
dysentery I have never seen medicine act better. They all had vio- 
lent colicky pains in the hypogastric region before a stool, the stools 
were mucus and blood, great tensemus which was relieved by the 
Baptisia in two or three hours, better than by any remedy I have 
ever used ; the cases were not generally attended by much fever. 

Urinary Organs. — ^XJrine high colored, not very copious, but of 
dark red color. A sort of burning when urinating " (Daug. et 
oQ. Shooting pains in the region of the left kidney. The urine 
increased in quantity during the proving, and continued add 
throughout. 

feMale Genital Orgais.— Increased menses. Menses too soon 
and too profuse. Abortion. 

Clinical Rsmabks. — ^This medicine has not been proven upon 
the female organism. But it has been known to cause the above 
symptoms. Its real action upon the uterus, ovaries, etc., has yet to 
be accurately determined. 

Dr, Coe, says, ^^ Baptisia is possessed of more energetic emmen- 
agogue properties than the plant has generally been accredited with. 
We have employed it with gratifying success in the treatment of 
dysmenorrhcBa and defective menstruation. Also in cases of vicarious 
menstruation, in combination with Podophyllin, with signal success. 
In the treatment of vicarious menstruation, particularly those cases 
accompanied with periodical diarrhoea, we have found the following 
combination entirely successftd when administered during the inter- 
menstrual period : JBaptisia grs. xx, Podophyllin grs. x. Caulophyllin 
grs. zx. mix and divide into ten powders. Give one every night or 
evenr other night according to the condition of the bowels.'' 

One of the most ridiculous things in the old school practice, is the 
custom of prescribing a &rrago of drugs like the above, and then 
giving to one of them the credit of curing the malady. W ho knows 
whidi ^brug was the curative agent ? If Baptisia is a spedtic for 
vicarious menstruation, its administration simply will prove its virtues. 
Coe adds that it ^^should not be used during the period of utero-gesta- 
tion, as it is capable of producing abortion, for which purpose we 
have known it to be used by quacks and empirics. The danger to 
the general health is very great, when us^d in sufident quantities 
to produce this result." It follows, then^ that Baptisia is homoeo- 
patnic to abortion when occurring as a consequence of debility, 
physical or mental depression, nervous prostration, etc, as in typhoid 
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fevers, and other adynamio conditions. It is a nseful application, 
in the form of injection, in cases of virnlent leuoorrhoea, ulcerations 
of the oi^ uteri and vagina, with acrid foetid discharges; also in 
unhealthy lochial discharges, and those peculiar putrid discharges 
which occur after an abortion, and depend upon the presence of 
shreds of membrane, or pieces of the placenta, remaining in the 
cavity of the uterus. In these cases the Baptisia, inject^ in the 
form of infusion or dilute tincture, will remove the fcetor and pre- 
vent mischief from the acridity of the discharges. The chlorate of 
potash, or still better the permanganate of potash will prove more 
effectual in grave cases. As there is usually present in all these 
cases, a general debility of the system, and a sort of crcuis of the 
blood, the Baptisia should be given internally, in the lower dilu* 
tions, in conjunction with a nourishing diet, wine, etc. 

Larynx, Vraehea, etc. — Hoarseness to such an extent as to 
require the utmost effort to be understood. Tickling in the throat, 
constantly provoking a cough. Oreat hoarseness. Comfdete 
aphonia. 

Chest. — ^Difficult breathing, increased compass and frequency of 
the pulsations of the heart, pulsations seem to fill the chest. Diffi- 
culty of breathing, the lunss feel tight and comjpressed, cannot get 
a full breath. Tightness of the chest, feeling ot want of power in 
the respiratory apparatus such as is felt during fever (/>)• ^^ Con- 
striction and oppression of the cheat^^ (Bwrt) Oppressed respira* 
tion, sharp pains in the chest when taking a lon^ breath, throbbing 
in the heart so as to be distinctly heard. Awoke with great diffi- 
culty of breathing, the lungs felt tight and compressed ; could not 
get a full breath, felt obliged to open the window, to get my fiftce 
to the fresh air. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^It may prove curative in some varieties 
of €t8thma^ also typhoid pneumoma. I am inclined to the opinion, 
however, that many of the symptoms of oppresaiony are due to 
nervous atony, and resemble the anxious oppression which occurs 
during the low stages of fevers. 

Back. --Dull heavy pain in the lumbar region very much aggra- 
vated by walking; back and hips are very stiff and ache severely ; 
chills up and down the back asif o^r?^ were coming on ; dull heavy 
aching m the lumbar region on going to bed at night, flashes of 
heat from the small of the back in all directions," (Douglas et a/.). 

Upper Extremities. — Stiffness of the joints as if strained, twitch- 
ing in the lett deltoid, also in latissimus dorsi of left side. Sore- 
ness of the muscles of the neck, muscular debility, feeling of weari- 
ness especially in the right arm and shoulder, hands feel too large 
and are tremulous with a peculiar thrilling sensation, somewhat 
like going to sleep or a want of circulation,'* (i>.) " Drawing pains 
in arms." (B.) 

Lower Bxtremeties. — ^DuU drawing pains in the right groin and 
testicle. Drawing pains in the legs especially in the knee joints. 
Severe drawing pains in the calves of the legs; legs are very wedk 
and tremble.*' (-5.) ** Burning heat of the feet with feeling of 
pulsation, sacral region and hips^exceedingly painful ; feet become 
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paanfiil from restinff on the floor; doll piun in the saoram, eompoimd- 
edofs feeling as from pressore and fati^ae from long stooping, 
soon extending roand the hips and down the right leg ; weariness of 
the lower limbs espedally the right. Aching in limbs, heat and 
bominff in the lower extremities so intense as to prevent sleep 
most of the night. Soreness in the anterior part of the thiehs worse 
after sitting awhile ; darting pain in the left knee and mafieolos of 
left side. Extremities feel hot exoept the feet which are cold,'' 
(Douglas). ^'Sensation of weakness in lower limbs with weak 
knees." Cramp in the calves when walking. 

DR. bust's PBOVINa OF BAPTISIA,* 

Oct. 12th. Am in perfect health. Took 10 drops at 10 a. 
jc, at 12 k. feeling of tightness across the forehead, with pain 
over the ri^ht eye. At 3 p. m. severe pain every few minntes iti the 
cardiac portion of the stomach. Took 15 drops, 4 p. k. Skin of 
the forehead is feeling as if it was drawn very tightly over the 
forehead, with sharp pain over the ri^hc eve ; quite a nnmber of 
times there has been sharp shooting pains all through the bowels. 
Took 20 drops, 8 p. k. — ^Freqnent pain over the right eye of a 
pressive character. There has been constant pain in the region of 
the gall bladder, very severe when walking. Doll pain in the 
epigastric region. Doll drawing pain in the right groin, legs adie. 
Took 2ff drops. 

Oct. 13th. Slept well until midnight, then could not sleep any 
more. Frequent pain in the epigastric region, very much worse by 
turning over which I had to do all the time ; dreamed of being 
bound down with a chain across the mouth ; drawing pains in the 
arms and legs. Slight rumbling in the bowels. Tongue coated 
yellow along the centre. 7 a. h. — ^Took 30 drops, 10 a. k. Dull 
pressive pain in the forehead. Sharp pains in both temples ; dull 

Gin in the right hypochondriac re^on. Slight rumbung in the 
wels with a mushy stooL Dull pam in the small of the back ; 
drawing pains in the legs. Took 35 drops, 2 p. m. There has been 
constant pain in the epigastric and right hypochondriac regions, very 
severe wnen walking, the pain is of a drawing character. Took 40 
drops, 9 p. M. Have suffered constantly and severely all day, with 
pain in the liver and stomach, the pain causes a numb feeling to pass 
all over mv body. Dull pain in the forehead. Drawing pam in the 
calves of the legs. Urinated 40 oz. acid. 

Oct. 14th. Had a very restiess night, with frightful dream. 
Gkx>d deal of dull pain in the liver, stomach and umbilical region. 
Ton^e coated yellow. 9 p. h. Have had constant pain in the 
umbilical region with slight rumbling of the bowels all day. Soft 
stooL Urinated 26 oz., acid. 

Oct. 15th. Had restless night, with frightful dreams. 9 a. m. 
Feeling quite ^ell. Took 40 drops. 2 p. m. Have had constant 
pain in the stomach and right hypochondriac region. Took 50 drops, 
5 p. M. Skin of the forehead feeling very much contracted. Slight 

*rhls proving wm made with tha mother tincture, and crude bark. 

11 
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pain all day in the stomach and right hypochondriac region, the jMon 
m the riffht ride is very severe when walking. Severe drawing 
pains in uie right groin and testicle and right foot. Took 60 drops, 
9 p. M. There has been constant pain in the stomach and right 
hypochondriac region. The pain was of a dull achinffcharacter and 
extended to the spine, very much worse by motion. Took 60 drops, 
sliept until 2 a. k., then could not sleep anv more. Took 40 drops 
at 4 A. H. Had a good deal of pain in the epigastric region iJl 
night. Urinated 28 oz., acid. 

Oct. 16th. Feeling quite welL Injected 10 drops under the 
skin of the left arm over the biceps. I first held chloroform on 
my arm for five minutes, it was more painful than the making of the 
incision through the skin; ten minutes after, the skin of the forehead 
felt as though it would be pulled to the back part of my head, with 
a numb feeung of the forehead and face ; in fifteen minutes, feeling 
as if I would vomit but no nausea, with severe shooting pain in the 
left kidney and left side of the umbilicus. Thirty minutes, feeline 
as if the forehead would be pressed in. Slight pain in the stomach 
and right hopochondriac region and umbilici, fi*equent giilping up of 
air. At 10 a. k., slight pressive headache and dull pain in the loms. 
The part where the incision was made became so numb that I 
oould cut the skin without the least feeling of pain. I can assure 
my readers that the most painful part is holdmg the chloroform 
bottle on the arm. Took 100 drops, 2 p. m. Dull heavy pressive 
headache; by spells sharp pains in the temples; heavy aching pain 
in the stomach and liver, with a very hot sensation in the same parts. 
Soft stooL Took 120 drops 9 p. m. Feeling very weak and trem- 
ble a good deaJL Pressive pain in the forehead, constant dull aching 
pain in the stomach and liver. The pain in the liver extends from the 
right lateral ligament to the gall-bladder — ^it is almost impossible to 
walk it makes the pain so severe in the region of the gaJl-bladder. 
Severe drawing pains in the calves of both legs. Took 106 drops. 
Urinated 42 oz.^ add. 

Oct. 17th. Slept well ^ until 2 a. m., then very restless until 
morning; frightfid dreams. Dull heavv headache in the forehead, 
constant dull aching pains in the umbilical region, aggravated by 
a full inspiration. Dull aching pain in the lumbar region, very 
severe when waUdng. Tongue coated yellow along the centre. 
Flat taste in the mouth, 9 a. m. Took 150 drops, 12 m. Head 
feeling very heavy, sharp pains by spells in the ri^ht and left 
templefi^ constant dull pain in the region of the gall-Madder, very 
severe when walking. Took 200 drops, 3 p* m. Skin of the fore- 
head feeling very tight, with sharp pain in the temples. Constant 
pain in the stomach and liver, qmte sharp at times. Fearing that 
all the medicinal properties of the drug was not in the tincture I 
, was using, I concluded to take the green bark of the root and chew 
it. Took 30 grs. Had a natural stool, 9 p. m., constant burning 
distress in the epigastrium, with severe colicky p^uns in the umbili- 
oal and especially in the hypogastric region, every few seconds, 
with rumbling in the bowels and desire to vomit, but no nausea ; 
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Mft BMd ; drawing P&inB in the right hip and oalvai of both. Ieg8«i 
Urinated 81 oi^ add. 

PROVING WITH. BAPTISIN. 

Oct. 1 8*-— Slept until 3 a. k^ ooold not sleep any more, bnt had 
to toflfl abont constantly. Had a doll hard headfushe^ very mnoh- 
-worse b^ moying. Sharp pains in the temples very often. C(n»- 
stant adding pains in the umbilical region. Took 40 grs. at 4 a. ic 
Tongue coated yellow, flat bitter taste in the month. Tonsils ood- 
gested. Drawing pains in the legs. 11 ▲. ic There has been 
sreat distress in the stomach and bowels all the forenoon, with 
desire to vomit. Soft mushy stool. Took 55 grs. 1 p. m. Eyea 
feelii^ as if they were being pressed into my head, with great con- 
fbsion of sight, cannot pls^ anything until I look at it for a few 
seconds, everything M>pears to be movmg ; partial paralysis of the 
eyelids, it is very difficult to keep them open ; fauces and tonsils 
good deal congested. Great distress in the epi^tric and umbili- 
cal region, with good deal of rumbling. Cramp in the calves of the 
legs whenever I move them ; am very weak and faint. 8 p. m. Have 
had freqaent pains in the right temple. Eves smart and ache severe- 
ly. Tonsils vere much congested, witn frequent inclination to 
swallow which jproduces pain in the root of the tongue. Constant 
aching distress m the stomach and umbilical region, with great deal 
of pain in the region of the gall-bladder. Bunu>ling with desire for 
stool. Stool papescent with a large quantity of mucus, but no real 
pain. Am very fiunt and weak, legs tremble and ache. Urinated. 
38 oe., acid. 

Oct. 19. Had a very restless night. Frequent pain in the ridil 
temple ; dull heavy headache. Tongue coated yellow, with flat 
bitter taste. Tonsils and soft palate good deal congested.^ Dull 
adung distress in the bowels. Back and hips are v^ stiff and 
ache severely ; drawing pains in the left leg. 4 p. m.— Tonsils and 
soft palate look very r^, but do not pain any, good deal of distress 
in the umbilical region bXL day. Back aches severely, aggravated 
by walking. Frequent drawing pains in the calves of the^ legs* 
TJrin^ is of a whitish color and does not change blue litmus^ 
and has no effect on red paper. 

Oct. 20th. — Slept well. Tongue coated yellow. Teeth mA 
gums have been very sore for two days, by pressing on them with 
my finger, large quantities of blood oozes from the gums. Tonsila 
and soft palate congested. Slight back-ache. Had a natural stool 
tins morning, but none yesteMay. Felt very gloomy for several 
days. Bowels moved regularly onoe a day — ^pei^ctly natural 

Oct 28th. — ^Feeling well. Took 4 grs. at 10 a. m. Had a 
severe pain in the region of the gall-bladder lasted one hoar ; con* 
stant slight pain in the umbilical region; natural stool. Took 6 
grs. All the evening had a dull frontS headache, with smarting 
of the eyes and a drawing pain down the nose. Constant dull pain 
in the umbilical and hypogastric regions, by spdls the pain in the 
hypogastric r^on was v^ry sharp. 
Oct. 29tlL— Slept well. Feeling quite welL 10 A. k.— Took 10 
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grs. 3 p. H. — ^There bas been constant dnll pain in the umbilical 
region. At times drawing pains in the right wrist and left ankle. 
Took 14 grs. Constant dull frontal hea&che, and dull pain in the 
bowels all the evening. 

Oct. 80th. — Slept well until 1 ▲. k4 Awoke with severe cutting 
pains in the hypogastric region, with loud rumbling of the bowels, 
very restless after ; had frightftil dreams. Tongue coated yellow, 
along the centre; flat bitter taste. Soft papescent stools. The 
inguinal glands of the left groin are very much swollen, one of them 
as large as a common sized hickory nut. Is this an effect of the 
medicme, or the effect of a cold? I have no symptoms of a cold« 
They are very painful when walking, 10 ▲• m. 

W. H. BuBT, M. D. 



CAULOPHYLLUM THALICTROIDES. 

^Blw Cohosh. Squaw Boot.) 

This is a smooth, glaucous plant, purple when young, with a high 
round stem, from one to three feet nigh, simple, from knotted and 
matted rootstalks, and dividing above into two parts, one of which 
is a tritemate leaf-stalk, the other bears a bitemate leaf, and a 
racemous panicle of small yellowish-green flowers, which appear in 
May and June. Panicle small, darker than the leaves. Pericarp 
thin, caducous, dark blue, resembling berries on tliick stipes. Seeds 
one or two about the size of a lar^e pea, erect and globose. It is 
a handsome perennial plant, growing all over the United States, in 
low, moist, rich grounds, near running streams or on grounds which 
have been overflowed with water. The seeds ripen in the latter 
part of the summer and are said to form an excellent substitute 
tor coffee, when roasted. The fruit is dry, sweet, insipid, and 
resembles that of the Yaccinium. The officinal part is tne root, 
which is sweetish, somewhat pungent and aromatic, and affords a 
yellow inftision or tincture. The resinoid, active principle of this 
root, is called CaulophyUin^ and may be used instead of the tinc- 
ture in nearly all cases. In the following clinical experience, it will 
be stated whichpreparation was used in the prescnption. In our 
school Gaulophyllin has been most used. I believe 1 was the first 
to call attention to this remedy. The original article was published 
in the North American Journal, Vol, 6, p. 378; since which time 
it has been quite extensively used The first mention that 
I find of it, by any mediciu writer, is in the work of John 
Thomson—author of the so-called "Thomsonian Practice;" who, 
after mentioning its employment by the Indian females to expedite 
delivery, and to relieve uterine pain and spasm, reports a case of 
inflammation of the uterus, cured rapidly by a decoction of the 
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root It is also highly spoken of by Smith, Matison, Beach and 
other ^'botanio'' writers; but the oest description of the plant, 
and resume of its properties and uses, is to be found in ling's Dis- 
pensatory. He says : ^ It is principally used as an emmemigogue^ 
parturient and anHspcumodic ; but it likewise possesses diuretic, 
diaphoretic and authelmintio properties. It has been successfully 
employed in rheumatism^ dropsy^ colic^ crampsy hiccough^ epikpsj/y 
hysteria, lUerine ii\flammationy etc It is a valuable agent in Sn 
chronic tUerine diseases.''^ Other writers, as Jones and Scudder 
(Mat. Med.) and Coe, (Cone. Org. Med.) give the same statement 
of its virtues. If I were to compare any of our well-known reme- 
dies with it, I should name Asa l, Platina, Secale, Murez, and per- 
haps Pulsatilla. 

6ENEBAL £ff£CTS. — Scusatiou of comfortable languor and dis- 
position to sleep. A fine prickling sensation all over the body. 
Increased mential and physical vigor. Tremulous weakness of the 
whole system. 

Verrons Birttem.— -The action of Caulophyllnm on the nervous 
system is similar to that of Cimicifuga. It is sedative to the nerves 
of motion^ and is secondarily homoeopathic to spasms, cramps and 
even convulsions — especially when they arise from reflex irritation, 
ori^nating in the ovaries or uterus. Its primary action is antago- 
nistic to j^atia, Nux vomica or Secale. It causes, secondarily, 
conditions which those drugs cause primarily. The nerves of sen- 
Botiahj are not directly influenced by this remedy. It relieves pain 
by arresting the cramp or spasm by which the pain is caused, or by 
some specific influence Over the pathological condition known as 
rheumatism. I have not known of its successful use in neuralma, nor 
do I think it indicated in that disease when idiopathic, ^^.^kctic '' 
writers dass it with the *' anti-spasmodics.'^ It has an extensive repu- 
tation in that school, in hysteria and other nervous aflections. *^ It 
appears,'' says Jones, *^ to impart a vigorous and healthful energy 
to the nervous system. It has been found useful in epilepsy, chorea, 
tremors, spasms of the stomach, bowels etc.'' (Ec. Mat. Med.) If 
homcBOpathic to epilepsy, at all, it must be in that form known as 
" Menstrual " or " IJterine Epilepsy." ^ In Idiopathic JEJpil^syy 
neither Caulophyllnm or anything else is of much service ; while 
in the epH^iform spasms which occur during or near the menses, 
or in hysterical convulsions, connected with dysmenorrhoea, the 
caulophyllnm is the most appropriate remedy, and has been useful 
in such oases, in my own practice. Cimicifuga, (Macrotys) and 
Bromide of Potash are also suitable in such cases. In Chorea, it 
has proved as useful as its near analogue Cimicifuga. Several cures 
of that malady by the use of Caulophyllin, one-tenth have come 
under my own observation. Nearly every case occurred in young 
girls, and had their origin in some menstrual irregularity. One 
case, however, w^s of a decidedly rheumatic origin. It is useM 
in the tremors of nervous women, and drunkards ; also in the 
cramps of pregnant females. 

Micons Membranci. — ^It seems to act upon the mucous mem- 
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bnmes of the month, &iice8 and yagina. It has been fonnd cnrative 
in aphthous conditions of those snriaces; also in lencorrhcea. 

MosevUT' Tfssves. — ^It appears to have a specific relation to the 
mnscalar and iibrons tissnes, bnt, whether directly or throngh the 
nervons system, is not yet detcirmined. Its efficacy in rheumatism 
is nndonbted, bnt it is not used in that disease as much as the 
Cimicifaga ; indeed it is hardly mentioned in relation to that affec- 
tion in works on " eclectic " medicine. The homoeopathic school, 
have used it saccessfnlly in certun forms of rheumatism, as the 
following cases will show : 

Dr. P. H. Hale, of Hudson, Mich., reports as follows : " A 
plethoric man, of nervous temperament, was attacked with rheu- 
matic swelling of both feet. In a few days the swelling shifted to 
the knees, and from thence to the wrists and hands. In o percejf t- 
ible benefit accrued from the administration of Pulsatilla, Bryonia, 
Rhus, or Aconite. One night about the third week of his illness, 
I was called in ^reat haste to see hiuL The pain and tume&ction 
had suddenly left the extrendties, and he was suffering firom 
ezcrutsiating pain in the cervical and dorsal re^ons, with spasmodic 
ri^dity of the muscles of the back and neck ; could not bear to 
be moved, slight twitching of the muscles of the arms ; paroxysms 
of quick, panting breathing; complained of great oppression of the 
chest ; high fever, severe delirium, and great nervous excitement. 
The [tincture of Gaulophyllum was administered, 30 drops every 
half hour. In a few hours the symptoms rapidly gave way, and 
from that time the patient rapidly improved, |na m a week was 
attending to his usual avocations. I have also found it useful in 
rheumatism of the uterus.'^ Dr. B. Ludlam contributes the follow- 
ing interesting experience relative to the use of this remedy. ^^ A 
clergyman h^ inflammatory rheumatism, which became fixed in 
the carpal and metacarpal joints of the left upper extremity. No 
remedy seemed to be of any benefit. The pain was severe and 
constant. Caulophyllin was administered and a rapid amelioration, 
followed by a prompt cure, was the result.*' " A young lady had 
inflammatory rheumatism of the hand, after using the usual reme- 
dies ^th unsatisfactory results, Caulo5h}rlUn was given, and a rapid 
subsidence of the disease was the gratifying result.'' Bh>eumatism 
of the Uterus is a common cause of dysmenorrhoea, and many 
other painful affections of that organ and its ligaments. Caulo- 
phyllin will be found very useful in such conditions. Cimicifuga is 
also indicated, but the former is more useful in rheumatic affections 
tohen spasmodic symptoms are present; that is the chief diagnostic 
difference between the two remedies. 

Sleep. — More sleepy than usual during the day. Sounder sleep 
at night. Disposition to sleep in the evening. (Primary). Sleep- 
lessness at night, from a kind of nervous relaxation. Wakes fre- 
quently during the night. (Secondary^. 

Clinical Re&cabks. — Some eclectic physicians decree the Cau- 
lophyllin to be narcotic^ while others as Coe^ deny that it has such 
powers. It has a calming effect upon nervous subjects, and the 
provings show that it disposes to sleep in healthy subjects. A 
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remedy may cause deep however, indirectly, by acting as a sedative 
to irritated nerves. Dr. Ladlam reported the followmg case, illus- 
trative of the action of Canlophyllin to insomnia. I abridse the 
case from my pamphlet on **aDortion,''.page 17. A lady aborted 
at the third month; she had terrible floodings, which so shattered 
her nervous system as to r^der her very miserable. Her pulse 
was feeble, d^eadlike, and at times imperceptible; skin cool, 
extremities, upper and lower, as well as her features, and cellular 
tissue generally, (edematous, and her nerves in the most pitiable con- 
dition una^able ; the most prominent feature of which derange- 
ment consisted in complete inaofnnia. She could not sleep. Night 
after night passed and not a wink of sleep. All the usual reme- 
dies were tried, but without avail. Apis relieved the odoema, and 
under occasional doses of Arsenicum, her pulse approached a normal 
stata Upon the recommendation of Dr. P. H. Hale, I^aveher Cau- 
. loph. 2. A few doses sufficed to break the spell, and I have never 
since £uled to procure her the most refreshing sleep with this agent. 

Head*— Slight mental exhilaration, swimming in the head, a sort 
of vertigo, with dimness of sight. Sensation of fulness of the 
head, with pressure behind the eyes, and fulness of the temporal 
arteries. 

Clinigal Remarks.— It is useful in rheumatic and neuralgic 
headaches, the latter, when dependant upon uterine disorder, or 
spinal irritation. 

Syes. — ^Dinmess of sight. Pressure behind the eyes. 

Meith.— Sensation of dryness in the mouth, or as if scalded. 
.Heat in the mouth and &uces. 

Clinical Rsmabks. — JSing say a: *^ Combined with equal parts 
of powdered Hydrastis, made into an infusion, and sweetened with 
honey, it forms an elegant and effectual wash for apthous sore- 
mouth and throat." Caulophyllum alone will cure apnth» of the 
mouth, especially in pregnant and nursing females, and even in 
children. A weak solution of the tincture m water, used as a wash, 
and taken internally, will often prove curative in quite severe 
cases. 

Btonaclu — ^Heat in the stomach. Slight nausea. Fullness in 
the stomach. Empty eructations. 

GLCsracAL BsBiABKs. — ^I havc found the Caulophyllum useful in ^ 
some of those reflex affections of the stomach occurring in females, 
such as spasms, cardialgia, spasmodic vomiting, excessive nausea 
(when attending uterine irritation). King does not mention its 
use in gastric affections, nor does any other writer, except Dr. 
OoCj who asserts that ^4t is an admirable remedy in some forms of 
dyspepsia, particularly those cases attended with spasmodic symp- 
toms. When there is gastric irritability with vomiting of food, it 
may be employed with advantage." 

AMMten^ etc. — Distention of the abdomen. Fullness of the 
abdomen with some tenderness. Rumbling in the bowels. Con- 
stipation. Stool only every other day. It is said to expel worms. 

OmncAL RsHABKs. — ^^ Combined with drastic purgatives, such 
aa Aloes or Podophyllum, it prevents tormina better than any other 
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known drng.*»— (-E?^.) It is said to relieve attacks of spasmodic 
and flatulent colic. Canlophyllam is undoubtedly applicable when 
there is spasmodic action of the muscular tissues of the intestines, 
arising from the irritation of the motor nerves, or from rheuma- 
tism. 

Vrinar^T Organs. — Copious emission of pale, or straw colored 
urine. Slight pain in the neck of the bladder after urinating. 

Gloical Remabks. — ^This remedy is reconmiended in spasmo- 
dic retention of urine, such as occurs in nervous and hysterical 
females. Dr. Scudder says he has employed it with advantage in 
chronic nephritis, albuminuria^ cystitis and urethritis, but we have 
only lus bald assertion. He gives no cases to substantiate his 
testimony. 

Female Sexual Organs. — Sensation as if the uterus was con- 
gested, with fullness, heaviness and tension in the hypogastric 
region. Drawing in the groins— (uterine ligaments.) Menses too 
soon — 3 days. Labor-like pains. Abortion with little or no flood- 
ing. ih^6rmt7^ii( uterine contractions. Relaxation of the os uteri. 
Profuse secretion of mucus from the vagina. Increases the fuxtural 
pains of labor. Spasmodic pains in the uterus, broad ligaments 
and various portions of the hypogastric region. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^It may be interesting to those unac- 
quainted with this medicine, to read the statements of medical 
writers of the eclectic school, concerning it. I quote from the most 
prominent: ^'It is principally used as an ommenagogue and par- 
turient, * * a valuable agent in all chronic uterine diseases, 
appearing to exert an especial influence upon the uterus, and has 
bieen found serviceable in uterine leucorrhoea, amenorrhoea, dys- 
menorrhcea, etc. When used for several weeks previous to the par- 
turient period, it is said to facilitate that process. It acts as an 
uterine tonic. In the more common unhealthy conditions of this 
organ and its appendages— even passive menorrha^a and con- 

f rested cervix, it is equal to, if not surpassing the Cimicifuga.*' — 
King.) Dr. Kindleberger writes to Dr. King that he has used it 
with much advantage in c^fter-painSj menstrual suppression, and in 
df/smenorrhoeay ♦ * it is far superior to Ergot, both in its act- 
ing more mildly and with more certain results. '^ In neuralgia and 
rheumatism of the uterus it has frequently been administered with 
. benefit ♦ * It expedites delivery in idl those cases when the delay 
is owiqg to fatigue, debility or want of uterine energy ; the con- 
tractions it occasions, more nearly resemble the natural ones, instead 
of the continuous, spasmodic contractions eflected by Ergot, * * 
When there has been a tendency to hsemorrhage from relaxation 
of the muscular fibres of the uterus, after delivery," it will cause 
firm contractions, and arrest the bleeding. — King^s Obstetrics^p. 650). 
** Amenorrhcea — that is — simple amenorrhoea is successfully treated 
with Cauloph^llum. If there be hepatic aberration alternate with 
Podophyllin ; if AnsBmia — with Iron. In d^amenorrhoMty it is an admi- 
rable remedy, both for the relief of the present symptoms, and for the 
radical alteration of the derangement It relieves the distress 
attendant upon dysmenorrhcea, and its continued use during the 
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inter-menstrual period, and when the menses are present, with Eri- 
geron, Trillium, or Lycopus. For the relief of after pains it will 
be found efficient in a large number of casejs. As a parturient^ it 
quiets and harmonizes the action of the uterus, and the nervous 
system generally, relieving cramps and other unpleasant symptoms. 
— ( Uoe^a Cone. Org. Medicines). " We have used it often, and 
known of its being frequently used by others, for a few weeks, 
prior to confinement as a preparatory measure to the important 
dumges which take place at that time, with great apparent advan- 
tage. In many inistances, when the females have been invariably 
the subjects of tedious and difficult labors, by the use of Caulo- 
phyllom for two or three weeks before confinement, all the antici- 
pated difficulty vanished, the labors were rapid and easy, and the 
recovery speedy, when compared with previous confinements. . 
"Although it maybe somewhat difficult to assign a satisfactory 
reason as to the effects statdd, or in other words its therapeutic 
action may be difficult of explanation, yet the effects have been so 
apparent^ that any one knowing the character of different labors, 
would be forced to ascribe the different results to the use of this 
remedy. We have known many highly intelligent ladies, who, 
after having used it once, could not bo prevailed upon to dispense 
with its use in subsequent pregnancies. It has appeared to us to 
afford great relief in that restlessness, and disturbed state of the 
functions, which generally obtains in the advanced stages of preg- 
nancy. It allays false pains, if we can reljr upon the testimony of 
those who have had the greatest opportunity to test its virtues." — 
{Jones ib Smdders Mat. Med). Bating a little for the enthusiasm 
which eclectic physicians have for indigenous remedies, the above 
is a pretty fjur enumeration of the virtues of Caulophyllum. The 
testimony of the homosopathic school is decidedly m concurrence 
with the above, as the following reported cases will show. My 
own experience, during the six|years which I have used this remedy, 
has been such as to entitle me to speak decidedly as to its cura- 
tive virtues. A thorough knowledge of the physiology of 
the female organs of generation; the pathological changes 
they undergo ; and the reflex disorders they often give rise to, 
when diseased, is quite necessary, in order to understand 
and appreciate the therapeutical powers of this medicine. The 
tUeri^j in its healthy condition, possesses the qualities known 
as nprmal tone^ contractility^ etc. But when that organ is diseased, 
we have either atony (arrest of function) or abnormal irritability^ 
(resulting in painful cramps, contractions, etc). These purely func- 
tional derangements of the uterus may exist with or without organic 
changes in that organ. Caulophyllum causes primarily ^ increased 
action of the uterine-motor nerves. In healthy conditions of that 
organ any action beyond the normal contractility, as to force and 
period, is a diseased state. Abnormal activity of any organ is 
disease. The uterus then when aroused, by Caidophyllum, takes on 
increased action^ which manifests itself in the form of painful con- 
tractions^ congestion^ undue irritability y and many other conditions 
of irritation, which are not confined to that organ alone, but extend 
12 
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to those oontiguous, and connected. This remedy is therefore 
primarily homoBOjpathio to dysmenorrhcea^ uterine cramps^ conges- 
tion^ spurious taoor-painsj abortion^ premature labor^ after pains^ 
when these diseases are caased b^ exaltation of natural function, or 
hyper-stimalation. When administered for these conditions, small 
doses will be found most applicable, (the 3d or 6th dilution or trit.) 
Prolonged stimulation may wear out the normal irritability of any 
organ or tissue; we then have atony, a condition simulating para- 
lysis, or, irritation from atony, which closely simulates the irrita- 
tion from hyper-stimulation. These latter conditions are caused by 
the secondary action of Caulophyllum. Hence it may be, indicated 
secondarily in the above named disorders, from causes opposite to 
those named in connection with them, also in such affections, as 
menorrhagia and m^rorrhagia from deficient contractility, as after 
abortion and labor; habitual abortion^ from. uterine debility, a 
variety of pains, cramps, etc., during pregnancy, etc. When 
administered for its secondary effects, the doses should be somewhat 
larger — (the lower dilutions). I have not found it as useftd in Amen- 
orrhcea as many other remedies, and am of the opinion that it is 
seldom indicated in that affection, unless accompanied by spasmodic 
action, or extreme atony. The following- cases marked '^H," were 
originally published by me in the N. A. Jour, of Hom. 

^^Miss )S. aged 17, plethoric, nervous, lymphatic, menses sup- 
pressed two and a half months. When I called to see her, found 
her in spasms, evidently hysterical, but resembling epUiptiform 
spasms, affecting the chest, larynx and uterus. She was uncon- 
scious. For three hours, under the administration of Bell. Hyos. 
and Lobelia — (which latter relieved the spasm of the chest and 
larynx somewhat) and even chloroform, and the hot bath — she • 
remained in those peculiar and frightful spasms. As a last resort, 
after giving no medicine for an hour, I gave Caulophyllum 1-10 one 
half a grain. In fifteen minutes the spasms ceased ; the patient lay 
in a stupid condition, free from pain. In the course of the night 
the menses came on, and in a few days she was about the house,'' 
(H). The Cauloph. was eminently indicated in this case, and it 
evidently acted as a prompt ourative agent. In my '* Monograph 
on Abortion," page 18, Dr. R. Ludlam, of Chicago, gives lus ex- 
perience with Caulophyllum in menstrual irregulanties. 

*'*' Still another indication for the use of this remedy will be found 
in menstrual irregularities, occurring subsequent to, and consequent 
upon miscarriage. They are frequent and sometimes very perplex- 
ing cases, when neither Puis. Secale, Sabina or other remedies 
appear to be especially indicated, and we have either of the follow- 
ing symptoms : Spasmodic, bearing down pains, with scanty flow ; 
sympathetic cramps and spasms of neighboring organs, as of the 
bladder, rectum and bowels, or, the motor power of the uterus seems 
almost entirely gone, and when we may reasonably suppose the 
menstrual flow is retarded from a simple lack of the excito-motor 
force, either in the Fallopian tubes, on the parietes of the uterus 
itself; the Cauloph. will afford almost instantaneous relief. In a 
case of this kind, post-abortive, when the spasmodic pains were 
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located in the riebt lambar region, ocoapying a limited space, say 
about tbe size of a silver dollar, and there was almost a total sap- 
pression of the catamenia, tbe Caulophyllin, 8d, dec. trit., repeated 
once in three boors, afforded prompt and permanent relief. We 
know of no other remedy whicn is so efficacious under these circum- 
stances. It seems In general practice, to be indicated in many cases 
o{ ntppreasio-menaium^ approaching dysmenorrboea in some of its 
features, being always accompanied by the above named characteris- 
tic paiits and sufferings of a spasmodic nature. Our experience 
would render us very loth to attempt the treatment of these and 
kindred cases, without a frequent resort to Caulophyllin." In Ih/a- 
menarrhoMj the testimonv in its favor is very large. M^ corres-* 
pondence with homoBopathic physicians convinces me that it is one 
of the most successful remedies, in that distressing affection, now in 
use. It should be given in appropriate doses, once or twice a day 
during the inter-menstrual perioa, and every few hours, in the. 
attack. In Menorrhagiot it is indicated for about tbe same symp- 
toms as Ergot ' and Cimicifuga, and under some circumstances is 
superior to DOt^i. Dr. Williams reports several interesting cases of 
flooding after abortion, when ordinary allopathic and homcBopathic 
remedies had been used in vain, but were promptly cured by Caulo- 
phyllin 1-10. The haBmorrhage was passive, had lasted several 
weeks, and was probably due to deficient contractilitv, or profuse 
involution of the uterine tissues. When similar conditions obtain 
after labor, immediately as in part portem haBmorrhage ; or more 
remotely, as in profuse lochia, and that form which comes on several 
weeks after confinement, after every exertion of the patient, I have 
found the Caulophyllin as usefol as any other miedicine. Its action 
is not as rapid as Erigeron or Sabina, but more permanent. Caulo- 
phyllin will cause abortion, in the later months of pregnancy. Of 
this, I have conclusive testimony. As a remedy in threatened abor- 
tion it has no superior. *' Mr. S. has had several abortions at about 
the third month. Each preceded for a week or more by a sensa- 
tion of weight and pressure in the pelvis. When I saw her, labor- 
like pains bad already set in, ana the os uteri was partly open. 
Gave Caulophyllum first, one drop every half hour. In a few hours 
the pains abated. She has since given birth at full term to a 
healtliy child,'* (H). In lOerine pains during pregnancy -r-^^ false 
paina^^ etc., there is no remedy upon which we can rely with more 
confidence than Caulophyllin. It has never failed to give relief, in 
my practice, and its effects are so apparent that my patients are 
unamnoious in its praise. I usually give tne 2d decimal trit. every three 
or six hours, as the case demands. It is equally useful in too severe 
and spasmodic pain occurring during parturition ; also in deficient 
or absent labor-pains. In the former case, however, it should not 
be administered lower than the dd, and even the dOth might be 
efficacious ; but in the latter condition the one-tenth trit. frequently 
repeated, is the most advisable. 

Deficient Labor, — ^Mrs. E., a'primipara, had been in labor twenty- 
four boors — ^a midwife attending ner. I found the os uteri about the 
nse of half a dollar, (the membraaes had broken during the first hours 
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of pam,) hard, rigid and raiyielding, vagina dry, the pains frequent 
and spasmodic. Gave Belladonna and l^ulsatiUa and ordered warm 
fomentations. Twelve hours afterwards there was scarce any 
alteration in the condition of the patient, except that she had some 
fever, and was a little delirious. Gave Aconite, 1st. Six hours of 
agonizing pain and no progress; by auscultation I discovered the 
child to be dead; it was alive twelve hours befofre. I began to 
fear for my patient. Ergot was plainly inadmissible owing to the 
yet rigid condition of the os. I uierefore gave Caulophyllin, one 
half grain every 15 minutes. In one hour the os uteri haid become 
soft and dilatable, the vagina relaxed and moist; fever abated, 
moist skin,, pains less agonizing, but strong and expulsive, and in 
one hour more she was delivered of a dead child, weighing 10 1-2 
lbs. The mother had a good recovery. I do not think any other 
medicine could have produced so favorable a change in so brief a 
time. As an agent for inducing premature labor, after rupturing 
the membranes, it is invaluable. It is always safer, and in many 
cases, superior to Ergot," (H). The chief danger, both to mother 
and child, when Er^ot is administered, is the powerful continuoics 
contraction which it causes. It has been the cause of rupture of 
the uterus and perineum, and death of the foetus by pressure on 
the cord, etc. These casualties are avoided by giving Caulophyl- 
lin. In Suppression of the Lochia^ with symptoms simulating 
inflammation, such as pain, crampd, distention, and some tenderness, 
the Caulophyllin aided by warm fomentations of Hops, or Poly- 
gonum (smart-weed) will restore the dischatgie in a short time. To 
sum up the curative properties of this medicine — I do not doubt 
bt^t it is homcEopathic, primarily or secondarily, to all the morbid 
states mentioned by. eclectic autiiors. It only needs an exhaustive 
proving to establish the special indications for its use. I can bear 
testimomr to it^ value as a preparatory remedy, in case of difficult 
labor. My experience with it in siich cases has been very satisfac- 
tory. 

Caulophyllin in Paraplegia. — ^During the session of the 
Western Institute of Homoeopathy, heldm Chicago, May, 1864. 
Dr. Burbank, of lilinois, related a remarkable case of Paraplegia 
which he cured with this remedy. The patient was a middle aged 
lady. On the siirth day after her confinement she was attackeid 
with Metritis — so called by her Allopathic physician. Under the 
usual treatment of the old school, the affection apparently subsided, 
but left her nearly completely paraplegic. There was partial loss of 
sensation, [and complete loss of motion; could not move the limbs in 
bed, or stand upon them. There was considerable emaciation, 
anaBmia, and general debility. When Dr. B. first saw the caise, 
two years had elapsed since the seizure, and she was growing 
worse. After consultation with some of the most eminent physicians 
of Chicago, he gave her Cocculus, Nux. vom.. Citrate of Iron and 
Strychnia, and several other medicines. Upon examining the 
uterus it was found retroverted, congested and enlarged. The 
patient was put upon the use of Caulophyllin 2nd, and its use wte 
persisted in until the paraplegia was ewred. Improvement set in 
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soon after taking the medicine, and in a few weeks Ae was able to 
move her lower extremities, and now — six months after the com- 
mencement of the treatment — ^is as well as ever. The ntems, even, 
has assmned its normal position and condition. This case is one 
that demands our careful consideration. It is probable that real 
mdritis never existed at all. My impression is that it was originally 
a case of retroversion of the uterus, existing before the process 
of involution had taken place* After the retroversion, a certain 
degree of inflanmiation may have existed ; the process of involution 
was arrested, and the uterus remained in a congested or engorged 
condition. The case was one of reflex paraplegia, and the abnormal 
state of the uterus its real cause. Such bemg the ease Kox. vom., 
and the other remedies given, were not appropriate, but Caulophyl- 
lin, by acting in a spedno manner upon the uterus, restored it to a 
normal state, and the paraplegia disappeared of itself. I predict 
this remedy will be found a very usenu one in many cases of par- 
alysis of the lower extremities. 

Male Organs of ftoDeration. — This remedy does not appear to 
have been used in any of the diseases of the xnale genital organs. I 
oan only find it recommended in one disorder — OonorrhcBa. But 
a remedy capable of affecting so profoundly the sexual organs of 
one sex, must assuredly affect those of the other. I predict that it 
will sometimes be found useful in some diseases of tne testes, etc. 
Even if the Gaulophyllin, like Ergot, acts upon these organs 
through the spinal cord, it would not affect the above conclusions. 

Besplratory Organi.— -No chest symptoms have been elicited in 
any of the fragmentary provings. It may prove useful in certain 
spasmodic affections of tne the thoracic organs, idiopathic or reflex, 
such as hooping cou^h, hiccough, asthma, spasms of the chest and 
lungs, and even cardiac derangements. 

Back and Ixtremitles.— Pain in the small of the back, like those 
of labor ; Weight in the region of the sacrum ; General lame feel- 
ing in the whole length of the back. Lassitude and weakness of 
the legs; Trembling of the lower limbs'; Aching in the joints. 
Cramps. 

CuaaoAJM RBicASKS.-^Dr. R. Ludlam reports two cases of 
inflammatory rheumatism of the joints of the hands, cured rapidly 
witfi Caulophyllum. 

NtftB-— Since the above was prepared for the press, I ret^eived 
a proving of Caulophyllum, accompanied by the following letter. 

Lyons, May 2na, 1864. 

B. M. Halb, M. D. — J>ear Doctor : Having received no word 
fiom yon since I last wrote, I have concluded to send you my short 
proving erf Crulophyllum. I have taken it, until I have become so 
used to the drug, my system fails to give out any more symptoms. 
I think 7<m will be surprised to see what massive doses I took for 
tnoh a few symptoms. I do not like to make provings with the 
active principles, so-called. They never give me half as many symp- 
toms as the tinctures do. This is the first proving I have ever 
seen of Canlophyllum, — ^I am disappointed with it. As it has such 
a great influence over the female organs of generation, I expected 
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that it would affect the male organs also, bat not so. My genital 
organs were not affected in the least. Please tell me, if my provine 
corresponds with the proyings of others, if you have them. I could 
not get any of my famale friends to prove it. All the symptoms 
produced were of a rheumatic character. It appears to arrests 
the secretion of bile in a marked manner. The watery stool 
I cannot account for. Truly yours, W. H. Bubt. 

DB, BUBt'S PBOVmO WTTH OAULOPHTLLm. 

April 28th, 1864. Am in perfect health; tongue not coated; 
tomdls are natural ; good appetite ; bowels move once a day ; urine 
add; temperament sangume-nervous ; age 27; weight 148 lbs.; 
pulse 76. 4 p. M. — ^Took 10 grs. of pure resinoid. 5 p. m. — ^DuU 
frontal headache, with a contracted feeling of the skin of the fore- 
head ; drawing pains in the thighs, knees, legs and ankles ; very 
sharp pains in the left knee joint, inside ; elbows and wrists ache. 
5 40. — ^Yery hard pains in the forehead, with a sensation as of 
needles being stuck into the forehead. 6 p. k.— Constant flying 
pains in the arms and legs, first in one part and then in another, 
remaining only two or three minutes at a time in a place. /Severe 
drawing pains in the inside of the left thigh ; very hard dull frontid 
headadie ; distress in the fauces that causes frequent inclination to 
swallow ; dull backache in the lumbar region ; eyerj few minutes 
sharp stinging pains in the glans penis. 9* p. m. — Severe frontal 
headache ; severe colicky pains every few minutes in the umbili- 
cus ; very severe drawing pains in the sterno-deido-mastoid musde, 
that draws the head to tiie left side ; severe drawing pains in the 
joints of the arms and legs; the ankle and toes of the left foot are 
verv painful; dull backache. 

April 29th. Slept, well until 8 A. k. ; after that I was verv rest- 
less; skin was hot and dry ; severe, drawing pains in my hips, knees, 
ankles and feet, wrists and fingers. Shutting my hand produced 
severe cutting pains in the second joints of all the fingers, tJliey 
were very stiff; frequent colicky pams in the umbilicus, relieved 
by emissions of flatus ; severe drawing pains over the left eye. 10 
▲. M. — ^Have the same symptoms. Toed: 16 grs.; had a natural stool 
at 7 A. M. 12 M. — ^Distress in the stomach and bowels, with draw- 
ing pains in the right hypochondrium ; drawing pains in the fingers, 
legs and feet; the pains are very severe in the feet. 4 p. m. — Dull 
frontal headache, by spells there is a very severe pain in the temples 
that produces a feehng as if both temples would be crushed 
together ; frequent slight colicky pun in the stomach and umbilicus ; 
slight dull backache ; drawing pams in the right side 0Y6r the liver ; 
severe drawing pains in the less and feet, but more espedally in 
the feet ; drawing pains in the fingers ; natural but dark stool. 2 
p. M* — Took 25 grs. 6 p. k. — ^Dull headache,^ profuse flow of tears; 
drawing pains in the nose ; good deal of pain and distress in the 
stomach and umbilicus ; dull pains in the lumbar region ; severe 
drawing pains in the ankles and feet ; severe pain in the wrists and 
joints of the fingers. 9 p. k. — Slight frontal headache ; good deal 
of distress in the stomach, and smul intestines ; constant and severe 
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dnwinff pains in the wrists and fingers^ ankles, y!^, and tow ; the 
left anue pains very severely ; took 80 grs. 

April 80th. Had a restless night ; there was so mnoh pain in 
the loints of the fingers ; they look red, and are very stiff; closing 
the nand is very pamfhl ; sliffht frontal headache; teeth all feeling 
sore and elongated ; slight dnll pain in the nmbilicns when moving, 
relieved by emissions of flatus ; drawing pains in the kpees, ankles, 
feet and^es; walking produces severe pam,in the metatarsal bones; 
natural but hard stool. 10 p. m. — ^Feeling quite well, excepting 
my knees are very weak when walking; another rather soft stool, 
followed by edi^ht pain in the umbilicus ; took 50 grs. 12 m.— empty 
enietations; riigh distress in the stomach; drawing pains in the 
kneea and toes, very sharp by spells. 5 p, m. --Feeling weak and 
nervous; dullness of the head; slight burning distress in the 
stomach ; slight drawing pains in the wrists and fiuj^ers, ankles, 
feet and toes ; took 75 grs. 10 p. k. — ^Frequent gulpmg up of a 
very sour^ bitter^fluid ; frequent spells of vertigo ; slight burning 
disdresfl m the stomach; drawing pains in the finders, ankles, 
feet and toes, but more especially m the toes ; knees feeling very 
weak when walking; eyes achme with a feeling of something 
under the lids; profuse secretion of tears. 

May 1st. Slept well until 1 a. ic, then awoke with a great 
rumbling in the bowels, and a very urgent desire for stool ; stool 
TELoeAj of water that ran a perfect stream from my bowels, passed 
a great quantity. There was no pain. 8 a. m. — ^Feeling q^uite well; 
tongue coated Vhite ; canine hunger ; fingers are ^uite stiff; slight 
backaohe ; drawing ^ns in the toes ; want to dnnk a g^eat deal 
of water. 8 a. k.— Frequent slight pain in the umbilicus ; drawing 
pains in the elbows, wrists, fingers, knees, ankles, feet and toes ; w 
of my joints crack frequently when walking or tumine. 

May 2d. Restless night; my finders, ankles, feet and toes 
pained me so much ; fingers are very stiff h a.k. — Soft stool, very 
white showing a great deficiency of bile in the excretions. 

RxiCABKS. — ^The urinuy or genital organs were not affected in 
the least ; the pulse remained about natu^ all the time ; its great 
centre of action on myself was the small joints ; (the fingers and 
toes ; the carpal, metacarpal and phalangeal ; tarsal, metatarsal and 
phalangeal jomts.) 

DB. bale's BSMABKS. 

I know of no more remarkable substantiation of the truth of 
die law of Similia^ than the above graphic proving. How per- 
ftctly Dr. Burt describes the rheumatic affection, so similar in its 
eharaeter to that variety in which Dr. R. Ludlam found the Gaulo- 
phyllam curative ? I Know of no coincidence in my experience 
¥hich baa ever given me greater satisfaction. To settle any pos- 
able cavil or doubt in the minds of the most suspicious, I will say 
tbit Dr. Burt did not know of the use of Caulophyllin in rheum- 
ttism, much less had he any knowledge of Dr. Ludlam's experience 
vith the remedy in that disease. I append Dr. Ludlam's report of 
the( 
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Chicago, May 4th, 1864. 
E. M. Hale, M. T>,-^J)ear Ihetor: Meeting m^ friend, the 

Rev. Dr. C ^ Booially in the autamn of 1860, he inquired if I 

had ever preseribed theiCaiilophyUnm for rheumatifim ? I replied 
HI the negative, ^e then told me that he had once soffered firo'm a 
very severe and protraoted attack of articular rheumatism, in which 
the pain and swelli^g finally settled in the wrist and fingers of one 
hand. The usual remedies were tried but without avail. His phy- . 
sioian finaUy prescribed, as a'.cfernier r^Mor^ a decoction of the Cau- 
lophvllum. Iq a short tune he was perfectly relieved. '^I would 
not,'' said my Mend,** spend a nig;ht without the Caulophyllin in 
my house for half the city of Cmcago !" It so happened that I 
was at the time treatio^ an invet^ate case of rheumatism affecting 
the metacarpal joints of the left hand of a servant girl m the family 
pf p, 8 Esq. The remedies which I had prescribed did little 
good,, and all concerned were impatiept the girl should be well and 
at work a^in. I gave .her empirically two grains of the .second 
decimal tnturation.of the Caulophyllin* She w'as ordered to take 
a powder of that dze and strength every two hours until relieved. 
The poor sufferer had not slept for two or more nights. After tak- 
ing the second dose she fell asleep, and ber pain vanished from that 
time forward, ^ere was no metastasis of the complaint, and in 
two days she- was down stairs at work. While she remained in the 
fiunily— rtwo years — she had no return of the disease. Since the 
above result was obtained, I have frequently prescribed the Caulo- 
phyllin for articular rheumatism affecting the smatkr joints, and 
several times with as signal success. £t has Iji^owever, appeared 
more effectual in c^kse of i females than of males, who were lu with 
this painfiil disease. .' Very respectfully, B. Iiytdlam* 



CHIMAPHIIi UMBELUTA. 

: (PifWtMMMI.) 

This plant, known also as Prince's pine, ground holly, etc., is a 
native of this country, but grows in many parts of Europe and Asia. 
• It is foui^d in moist, shady places, and. in a loose sandy soil ; it flow- 
ers in June. The dried plant has scarcely any odor, with a sweet- 
iidi, somewhat astringent and pleasant taste. It yields its medicinal 
virtues to boiling water and. alcohoL The leaves sltb the officinal 
portion, but.it is probable the root has some virtue. Chemical 
-4»€riy««:— Dr. Holff obtained from 100 parts of the plant,. 18.0, 
bitter extractive; 2.04, rm»j 138, tannic add. The remamder 
was woody fibre, a small portion of gum and some ccdcareona aalta. 
Its medicinal virtues are decreed to rei^de in the bitter extractive, 
resin and tannin; but it may be tliat some of its medicinal powers 
reside in the calcareous salts — said salts may consist of Calcarea, 
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Solphar and the Phosphates, each of which are powerf al curative 
agents. King says the plant contains an acrid and volatile princi- 
ple — OT^J scUine substances. The great reputation which this plant 
has in chronic scrofulous and psoric affections may suggest the idea 
tJiat its curative pro{)erties in this direction mav be due to the anti- 
psoric substances residing in the plants. I shall refer to this sub- 
ject when treating of Rumez crispus. 

Gbnbbal Pjbopkbtibs. — ^Wood rCherapeutics, vol. 1, p. 133) — 
BAjB — '^ The fresh leaves bruised and appUed to the skin, are said to 
be rubefacient and even vesicating. Internally they are mildly astrin- 
gent and tonic, with the property of somewhat increasing the secre- 
tion of urine, to which thev probably impart some de^ee of reme- 
dial power. It is, I think, scarcely doubtful that their peculiar 
active principle, through which they stimulate the kidneys, passes 
oS, either unchanged or changed, with the urine." ^>Pipsissiwa 
was much employed by the aborigines of this country, to whom it 
owes the name by which it is now generally designated. From, the 
Indians the medicine passed into popular use, whence it was adopt- 
ed by the profession. It was used chiefly in sorofuta, rheumatism^ 
and ejections of the kidneys^ and urinary passages. King says it 
is diuretic, tonic, alterative and astringent. Jones & Scudder 
decree it to be diuretic, tonic, astringent, diaphoretic and altera- 
tive. Zee, (7oe, and other allopathic and eclectic writers entertain 
similar views. 

tHeneral Therapentle Effects. — ^It has been found curative in 
chronic diseases, among which is Scrofula. Prof. Wood says: 
** In Scrofida it is, I think, a valuable remedy. The late Dr. Joseph 
Parish used it very extensively in this affection, and had great con- 
fidence in its powers. I have myself been in the habit of employ- 
ing it in cases of external scrofula during the whole period of my 
practice, and have found few remedies which have appeared to me 
more efficacious. ♦ ♦ * It has seemed to me to exercise a fav- 
orably alterative influence in scrofula, independently of its astrin- 



gency and tonic power ; but it is extremely difficult to discriminate, 
in affections of this kind, between the course of nature and the effects 
of remedies, so that it is proper to speak of the latter with some 
reserve. Fully aware of the necessity of this caution, I am still of 
opinion, as the result of considerable experience, that pipsissiwa 
deserves to rank next to cod-liver oil, and the preparations of Iodine 
andiron in the treatment of Scrofula. In order that its full effects 
maybe obtained, it should be long continued, with interruptions 
now and then should any considerable degree of fever supervene (?^. 
In cases attended with ulcers of an indolent and flabby cnai:acter, it 
may be used with advantage as a wash." These are the deliberate 
statements of one of the best authors in the allopathic school, and 
are 'entitled to some weight. They should stimulate us to make a 
thorough proving of this plant. It may become a valuable anU- 

Saric. Other writers give their testimony in its favor in scrofula. 
•of. Lee quotes Wood, expressing his " entire confidence in the 
opinions so strongly set forth.'' He has advised this remedy for a 
long time in the same class of cases, both in city and country prao- 



98 NEW HOMCEOPATHIC PROVKTGS. 

tice, and with marked snccess : " It is a tonic-astringent of pecu- 
liar efficacy in the whole class of cachexia.^ The late Irof. Mitchell, 
of New York, made it the subject of his inaagaral thesis (Phil. 
1863): " In Scrofala it has proved eminently useful, and with sorfe 
practitioners is held in rery high repute in the various forms of this 
disease, both before and after ulceration. Some have thought it 
possessed of specific powers and hence it has acquired the title in 
some parts of the country, of the ^ King^s Cure.'* Dr. Justice, of 
Noith CaroUna. informs us that he ''has known it to effect perfept 
cures in several obstinate cases of Scrofula, without ths aid of other 
meatis,^^ (Jones & Scudder's Mat. Med.) This last assertion 
which I have italicized, is oi great import to the homcBopathic 
physician. The true teat of a remedy in disease^ is its effects 
when given singly. The Illinois Homoeopathic Medical Associa- 
tion, and the Western Institute of Homceopathy, which held their 
sessions in Chicago this }rear (1864), each appointed a Bureau of 
Provings. The Chimaphila has been selected by this Bureau as a 
proper medicine to investigate, and obtain its pathogenesis. I am 
sanguine that the profession will gain a valuable remedy in the 
Pipsissiwa. 

Vevers. — ^In several instances in which I have administered this 
medicine, the following symptoms have been observed : About half 
an hour after each dose (of the 1st dil.) a flushing of the cheeks^ 
with some general hecU^ and accelerated pulse. Wood seems t o im- 
ply a caution not to use the Pipsissiwa when fever is present. It 
may be homoeopathic to some form of fever, probably liose having 
a hectic character. ** During the Revolutionary War it was used ex- 
tensively by the army surgeons as a tonic and diaphoretic in typhus 
fever.'' {Lee,) Prof Mitchell relates many cases of intermittent 
fever effectually cured by it. 

Hfieumatism, — ^As a popular remedy in this disease, ithas always 
been in high repute. It is chiefly in chronic rheumatism that its 
curative powers have been most noticed. A proving, however, is 
necessary to show the particular variety for which it is indicated. 

Special Effects. — In the absence of any proving I shall not ven- 
ture any theoretical suggestions as to its influence on special organs 
and tissues, or portions of the body. I deem it proper, however, to 
note the large amount of testimony given by the allopathic and 
eclectic schools, in &vor of its specific action upon, and curative in- 
fluence over disorders of the 

Urinary Organs. — ^Dr. Wood says it has been chiefly used in 
ejections of the kidneys and urinary passages: "Its diuretic 
powers have recommended it in dropsy. In cases of this disease 
attended with debility, but little reliance can be placed upon its 
efSicacy ; and at best it should be used only as an adjuvant to other 
more powerful diuretics." Dr. Lee says : " In Germany it has long 
been deemed one of the best remedies in abdominal and ren^ 
dropsies, increasing the urinarysecretion and the depurating function. 
We have employed it to a considerable extent for many years, 
especially in the treament'of dropsical affections, in broken-down 
constitutions and intemperate subjects, and generally with manifest 
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advantage. It has tended to carry off the dropsioal accumulations, 
while at the same time it imparted tone and vigor to the digestive 
system. In Albuminuria also, its effects have proved decidedly 
beneficial. It ranks with Buchu^ Uba UrH ana Pareira Brava^ 
all tonics, and all exerting a specific influence over the genito-urinary 
organs. Dr. Barton extols it highly for its anti-lithic properties, 
and ranks it with TJva UrsL It may, however, well be ^doubted, 
whether it has any specific powers of this kind." Dr. Coe says it 
is useful in dropsy^ (especially ascites) gonorrhcea^ strangury^ gravely 
and syphilis, when these affections are attended with torpor and 
debility. " It exercises a specific influence over the urinary appa- 
ratus, increasing the renal secretion, and at the same time it is 
thought by some to lessen the quantity of lithic acid, or lithates 
secreted. It is especially serviceable in chronic diseases of the 
genito-urinary mucous membrane, as in chronic catarrhal affections 
of the bladder ; chronic nephritis, or urethritis, attended with a pur- 
ulent or profuse mucous discharge. It is also beneficial in calculous 
and prostatic affections; diabetes; in the advanced stages of 
albuminuria ; and in other disorders of the urinary organs attended 
with local debility. In atonic or passive dropsies it has been found 
useful'' (Jones & Scudder Mat. Med.) The last paragraph con- 
tains, in my opinion, the best resume of the curative properties of 
the chimaphila, as regards its action on the urinary or^ns. I 
believe a proving will establish its homceopathicity to the aSections 
named. 

I will now give my individual experience in the use of this 
remedy. My attention was first called to it in a case which 
happened in the early part of my practice. A young woman 
applied to me for a distressing dysuria which had troubled her for 
several weeks. She was plethoric, hysterical, had disorders of the 
digestive organs, constipation, haemorrhoids, and scanty menses. 
The urine was scanty, but was voided frequently, with much pain 
before, (passing), during (scalding, smarting) and after. (Vesical 
tenesmus.) The urine was high-colored and deposited a copious 
mucous sediment. I gave her Cantharis, Cannabis, Pulsatilla, 
Ci^icum, Copaiva, Sepia, Terebinthina and many other remedies, 
which seemed indicated, for several weeks, but they only palliated 
the difficulty. Cool hip baths, the wet bandage, mucilaginous 
drinks, and Nux Vomica, Sulphur and enemas for the constipation, 
etc., were tried, without much effect. An examination of the 
vagina and uterus was instituted, but elicited only a tenderness of 
the anterior portion of the vagina gladder) and urethra, some 
prolapsus, and slight leucorrhcBa (uterine). At this juncture, an old 
nurse proposed the use of the "Prince's Pine." I assented, having 
no prejudice against the plant, and hoping it might benefit niy 
suffering patient. A decoction of the plant (of uncertain strength) 
was prepared, and a wine-glassful administered three or four times 
a day. In a week I called to see what the effects of the medicine 
had been. To my surprise, I was informed that improvement had 
set in the next day after the remedy was commenced. Not only 
waa the dysuria nearly removed, but the sediment had almost dia- 
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appeared from the urine ; and, stranger still, the amatipaUon was 
cwred, and the digestive organs were in a normd condition. In 
two weeks shei was as well as ever. The prompt cure which the 
Chimaphila effected in this case led me to use it in many cases of 
strangury, catarrhal affections of the bladder, etc., and in many in- 
stances I found it act certainly. It failed m some cases, prooably 
because it was not truly indicated. I was once called in counsel to 
a case of chronic renal and vesical affection, in which the amount of 
sediment of a thick, ropy, character, and a pink color (the color 
was found to be owing to blood) was really enormoxus in amount. 
The patient, a youn^ man, was debilitated, ansemic, dyspeptic, had 
hectic fever and night sweats, and altogether was in a bad condi- 
tion. Various remedies, including China, Phosphoric acid. 
Cannabis, etc., had been given. TJva Ursi was tried with good 
results for a time. At my suggestion the Chimaphila was used, a 
few drops of the fluid extract in a glass of water, a spoonful every 
two hours. He improved rapidly under its use, and in a few weelis 
was able to resume his usual avocations. A relapse occurred after 
sLc or eight months. He was again benefited by the medicine, 
fiOQce which time I have not heard from the patient. It has one 
generally uniform effect, namely : to cause mucous sediment to dis- 
appear from the urine. I believe it will be found curative in al- 
buminariaj as well as catarrhal affections of the urinary organs. In 
that distressing symptom, vesical tenesmus^ occurring from prolap- 
sus or retroversion, it is an excellent palliative, before the uterus is 
replaced ; and curative after that operation. 

I have used it successfrillyin two cases of long lasting gleet. Under 
its use the discharge disappeared, and the general health im- 
proved. I have noticed the foUomng pathogenetic symptoms from 
Its use : 

Copious discharge of dear limpid urine. 

Fre<|uent and profrise urination. 

XJrgmg to urinate after voiding urine. 

Pressing frtlness in the region of the bladder. 

Loose stool, three or four times a day. 

For the above symptoms, which 9Te primary efficts^ I have found 
the 6th attenuations most useful. In chronic disorders and catarrhal 
affections of these organs, the lowest dilutions seems to act more 
beneficially. I have not tried the high potencies. 

Case illustrating its. value in irritable oladder: — 

A married lady, aged 34, had been troubled for many years with 
prolapsus uteri, leucorrhcBa, ulceration of the neck, etc., but who is 
now somewhat better of those difficulties, applied to me for the 
relief of an obstinate vesical irritability. Her symptoms were as 
follows : 

Frequent desire to urinate during the day. At night the 
urging was so constant as to deprive her of all sleep* She had to 
get up and urinate as often as every hour. The urine was high 
colored, deposited a copious light-colored sediment (mucous), and 
there was considerable smarting, burning and pricking pain during 
its emission. The quantity oi urine voided was not larger than 
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normal. The patient was constipated, an eracni^on onlj every 
third day. Some tenderness over the hypogastric region. She had 
a severe, racking, dry congh, but no indication of piUmonary diffi- 
culty. The prdapsus was aggrava^ied by the cooffh. 

April 2. Inserted an India mbber inflatabk pessary. This 
relieved the prolapsus, and stopped the cough aUogether^ but the 
vesical irritation was not alleviated, at the end of five days. 

April 6. Gave dmnabis 1st (4 pills No. 6, dry,) every four 
hours. The effect of this remedy was prompt in relieving the 
irritation, and indirectly causing sleep. She declared it acted as a 
direct anodyne. This improvement continued for five days, when 
the medicine ceased to give any relief and she grew worse than 
before. 

April 11. Gave ChimaphUa first decimal dilution, 10 drops in a 
spoonM of water, every four hours. For several days no effect 
was noticeable, except 9> flushing of the cheeks for about twenty 
minutes afUfreach dose. On the fourth night, however, she was 
able to sleep all night, and next day she noticed that the usual 
copious sediment was notably lessened, and the dysmiaand frequent 
urging rapidly gave way. The bowels beean to act regularly ; the 
tenderness of the bladder disappeared, and at this date, April 20th, 
she is more comfortable than for many months previously. 

Several things relating to the action of this remedy are worthy of 
note: 

1. The pathogenetic s;piptoin8 mentioned above. 

2. Its power in relieving dysuria. 

8. Its influence in lessening the sediment (there was an 
evident msicoL caJta^h^ 

4. Its curative action in constipation. 



CIMICIFUGi RACEMOSA. 

\J£<u^iy9 raeemots. Black Snak^-root,) 

This poweriul medicinal plant has been used more or less since 
the settlement of New England by the whites! It was much used 
by the Indians, under the name of Black Cohosh or Squaw Root, for 
rheumatism and diseases of their womeii. It thus became intro- 
duced into domestic, and finallv, to some extent, into regular practice. 
Still it has always been most m use among the eclectic school, who 
value it as we do our Bryonia and Pulsatma. It is a.tall and stately 
jdant, growing in shady and rocky woods, rich mrounds, from Maine 
to Florida, flowering from June to July. The root is the part 
ffenerally employed m medicine, though probabl;^ the seeds will be 
found active ; the root should be gathered early in the autumn and 
dried in the shade. It consists of a thick, irregularly bent, or con- 
torted body <»r oaudtx, from one-third of an inch to iminch in 
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diameter, often Beveral inches in length, famished with many slender 
radicles, and rendered extremely rongh and jagged in appearance 
by the remains of the stems of snccessive years. The color is external- 
ly, dark brown, almost black ; internally a yellowish-white; the odor 
is feeble and disgreeable, and the taste bitter, somewhat astringent, 
leaving a slight sense of acrimony. It yields its virtues partially to 
boiling water, but wholly to alcohol. The taste of the tincture 
reminds one strongly of that of laudanum. From the root is 
obtained the concentrated principle MacraUn^ which contains 
most of the essential properties of the plant, and is often used in the 
place of the tincture. The stem is simple, herbaceous, smooth, 
furrowed, from 4 to 8 feet high. The leaves fine, alternate, oiie 
nearly radical, large, decompound, and tripinnate ; upper one bipin- 
nate. The Imfkts are ovate, oblong, sessile, opposite, three to 
seven, incised and toothed. The flaioers are foBtid, white, in a long 
terminal raceme, with oftentimes one or more shorter ones at base. 
The fruit or capsule is ovoid, dry, with one cell, containing' numer- 
ous flat, smooth seeds, which are packed horizontally in two rows. 
In the late autumn, and winter, any motion of the plant, canses a 
rattling of the seeds, so much resembling the alarm of the rattle 
snake as to cause the hunter to start — ^hence the country people 
call it Hattle-foeedL 

The following pathogenesis which is pretty complete, is made 
up of the provings of Drs. Marcy, H. M. Paine, Hill, Douglas aqd 
others. The provings were made with doses of the crude tincture, 
the dilutions, (3d and 6th) and many of the symptoms are from its 
poisonous effects. Altogether it is probably as reliable a proving 
as any of our polycrests, and I predict that in a few years it wifi 
rank as high m the estimation of our Aoh<H>l, as any remedy we 
possess. I have taken pains to collect all the reliable clinical facts 
which have appeared in the records of any school, in relation to its 
curative action in disease. My own experience with it has been 
large. 

Gbnbbal.—- Feels very tired. Nervous weakness during the 
afternoon., Great sensitiveness tg the cold air, which seemed to 
penetrate the system. Continual restlessness in the afternoon, de- 
sire to move about, not knowing what to do or where to go. 
General feeling of illness; weak, trembling exhausted sinking feel- 
ing, with slight nausea. Easily fatigued, as after ^reat exertion. 
Miserable dejected 'feeling. Tremors; so weak and trembling as 
not to be able to go out or study ; believes the condition to be but 
one remove :from maniaapotu. Desire to lie down and close the 
eyes. General bruised feeling as if sore. Sensation as from severe 
muscular exercise, especially in the small of the back. It effects the 
kft side most. Feelmg which only those know who "spree" — 
or watch all- night with the sick. Soreness and stiffness of the 
whole body,- as Ster hard labor. 

CiJincAL Rbmjlbkbj — "So particular indications are proper under 
this head. The general symptoms of a drug may be primary — as 
when the nervous system is profoundly impressed — and the \o^ 
affections, the result ; or, they may be secondary, as when portiou- 
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lar organs are first affected, resulting in oonstitntional distnrbance. 
I would classify its general action as follows : 

IferTOQS Sysfem. — TFbo<? classifies it with the "Nervous Seda- 
tiyes," and I am inclined to think its primary action in pathogenetic 
doses is in that direction. How it effects the nervoxus system is 
beyond our ken. We know that it causes all those symptoms known 
to the profession under the name of "nervous prostration," and 
even extreme conditions which resemble dilirium tremens. This 
malady is. defined by Watdon to consist essentially of a state of 
"nervous irritation." He thinks this is as good a name as any for 
a state which we know eziuts. He contends that the nervous 
system can be irritated^ as well as any organ in the body. It is also 
proper to designate certain conditions as states of "nervous exhaus- 
tion " — " nervous excitement." Cimiciiuga seems to cause all these 
states of the nervous system. When given to a healthy person it 
causes first nervous excitement, which soon leads to irritation and 
finally exhavstion. Some observers have the folly to state that 
^^ very large doses cause no alarming effects." I have seen not only 
alarming, but dangeroits effects arise from dram doses of the "fluid 
extract." administered to a girl, by a botanic quack. 

lerves of Sensation.— It seems to exercise considerable control 
over this system, independently of its action on the vascular system. 
It cures many of those purely neuralgic pains to which femdes are 
liable. Our provings show it to be capable of causing various aches 
and pains of a similar character. 

nerves of Motion. — ^It causes "nervous tremors" — with great 
restlessness — (See general symptoms.^ It seems to exert a peculiar 
and specific action upon some of the diseases of the nerves of motion, 
specially in chorecL Not only in that variety which arises from 
rheumatic irritation, but when arising from other causes. A great 
number of cases of chorea treated successfully with this remedy 
have been reported, a few of which we collect. 

Gaae \8t, A boy aged 11, had had Chorea for four months; 
one side was affected, and in almost constant motion, except 
when asleep ; he had been under medical care all the time without 
avaiL He then took one teaspoonful of pulv. black snake root 
every mominff for three days, then omitted it three, then resumed 
it again until he had taken it nine times. When he had taken six 
doses he was almost weU ; when he had taken nine doses h^ was 
perfectly well, and remained so for at least four years.-*-jZ>r. Young. 

Gctse 2nd. A girl sick with Chorea for a month ; after taking 
three doses she was very much improved ; six doses cured her 
entirely. It caused pricking all over every time it was taken.— 
Ibid. 

Gage Srd. A lady, aged 19 had Chorea for two weeks; her left 
side was almost constantly in motion ; it did not prevent her sleep- 
ing ; her general health was perfectly good, and no cause could be 
detected. She was dosed with Calomel, Jalap, Tartar emetic and 
Cream Tartar, for seven days, when Dr. Young was startled, for 
he foand that Uie Chorea had extended to the right ^de and was 
tttifeld aggravated. Her arms^ legs, head, &oe, tongue and every 
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mnscnlar part, was in eontinnal and iiregnlar motion; she oonld 
with great difficulty speak intelligibly. The power of swallowing 
was lost to a great degree, she could not walk ^one step, nor stand 
up without support, nor could she sleep day or night on account of 
tne constant twitching and jerking of the muscles. A teaspoonful 
of the powdered root of Cimicifuga was given three times a day ; 
in five days she was nmch better, could walk 800 or 400 yards, 
could speak and swallow as well as ever; slept well at night ; her 
legs had but little irregular motion, her head was steady, and the 
muscles of her face scarcely agitated; her arms were more affected 
than any other part In seven days more she was quite well. It 
neither vomited, sweated, purged or acted on her kidneys ; the only 
sensation she had was an uneasy sensation, almost amounting to an 
ache, through all her limbs, after every dose, and continuing three 
or four hours. Dr. Physic cured several cases with ten grain doses 
every two hours. Dr. Wood cured a case after the &ilure of purga- 
tive and metallic tonics; also a case of periodic convulsions 
connected with uterine disorder. 

Case 4^. A girl a^ed 9, whose mental fi^ulties were much 
disordered, and who had lost nearly all power over the left arm 
and leg ; bowels irregular, headache, and pain frequently shooting 
down the left arm. Was cured quickly. A very intractable case 
was cured by Dr. Otto. A girl aged 18— Chorea with considerable 
gastric derangement, with suppression of menses for five months. 
Five grains of the pulv. root every 3 hours ; no improvement for 
nearly a week ; then improved rapidly and was well in three weeks. 
Dr. Davis says we can no longer doubt its efficacy in Chorea, in all 
cases arising from undue irritability or mobility of the nervous 
system, especially when induced by exposure to cold; in short, when 
Ohorea^ arises from a rheumatic irritation of the motor nerves, and 
muscles, or of the anterior column of the spinal marrow. In the 
various Eclectic Journals, there have been reported from time to 
time very many cures of Chorea, made with Cimicifuga. In some 
cases the powdered root was used ; in others the tincture, resinoid 
(macrotih), or the fluid extract. According to my experience it is 
most useftd when the disease occurs in females, is aggravated at 
the menstrual periods, and seems to be somehow cofmected with 
derangement of ths genercOive /unctions. The first decimal of the 
pulv. root seema to act more promptly in these cases, although the 
nrst dec. dilution is quite reuable. Physicians are in duty bound 
to report their failures as well as their cures. I have given the 
Cimicifuga in some cases without deriving any benefit from its use. 
One case was a child about 10 years of SL^e. The first symptom was 
a '^catching" of the lower limb, like the disease called *' spring-halt" 
in horses ; afterwards came twitching of the mouth, arms, fingers 
and feet. Cimicifuga Ist or 3d trit. did not cause any improve- 
ment in ten days. Agarious was tried a week ; but Nux vomica 2d. 
dil. five drops three|times a day arrested the malady. A similar case 
also resisted its action, probably because it was not strictly homoeo- 
pathic, but when the citrate of Iron and Strychnia was given, a rapid 
recovery was the result. This last medicine was selected because of 
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the aii»mia which indicated Iron, and the peculiar spaamodio 
fymptoms called for Nux vom. One grain of the first decimal was 
given three times a day. Improvement immediately set in, and 
oontinned until the recovery was complete — about four weeks. 

FeTer.-— Chilliness during the forenoon. Occasional cold ohilL 
Coldness and chills, particularly of the arms and feet soon after 
waldng. At 8 A. M., the whole surfieuse became cold. Slight oold 
perspiration, and sensation as if it would become profuse, continu- 
mg for an hour, accompanied by lancinating pain along the cartil- 
ages of the false ribs, left side, increased by taking a long inspira* 
tion. Disposition to perspire at night for three weeks; irregular^ 
nsoally three or four times a week, occurring about 8 a. m., com- 
mencing while asleep, and disappearing a few minutes after wakhig^ 
never profuse. During the first week the sur&ce was cold with the 
perspiration, but during the last ten days the perspiration was 
accompanied by heat rather than coldness ; pulse too slow, every 
third or fourth pulsation intermitting. In three quarters of an 
hour, increased heat of the face ; slight inclination to sweat ; pulse 
radier full, 90 in the minute, it being 80 before taking the drug. 
In three quarters of an hour after taking the second dose, pulse 
weaker and very irregular, 80 in the minute. At the end of an 
hour pulse 80 and irregular. Pulse quick and weak. In morning 
poise feeble, with weakness and trembling. Drowsiness, with creeps 
ing chills upon the back during the evening, followed by frequent 
wakings during the night, and desire to throw off the bed clothes, 
although the thermometer was below zero. 

Ci^cAL Rbmabks. — ^The febrile symptoms developed during a 
proving of Cimicifuga are very slight. Careful obsevers have 
almost uniformly found it to lessen the force and frequency of the 
poise, at the same time soothing pain and allaying irritability. Dr. 
bavis says, it causes a depression of the pulse, which remains for a 
considerable time. Dr. Marcy says : **Like many other drugs which 
exercise a specific action upon the nervous system, the primary 
effect of actea, when given in small doses, is slightlj|r stimulating to 
both the nervous and vascular systems, causing a shght increase in 
the force and freqvLeucj of the pulse, and followed speedily by a 
permanent depression of the circulation. When administering it 
for mild attacks of rheumatism^ we have in several instances 
observed this primary and secondary action. Among the secondary 
effects which are strongly marked, are, diminished nervous irritabil- 
ity, and disposition to ^eep." In Itheumatio /every it is a valuable 
remedy. It will sometimes act promptly in reducing the force of 
the pulse, and bringing on a healthy perspiration. Some severe 
acote attacks of inflammatory rheumatism have been cured with 
Cimicifuga in a very short time. But it has been usually given in 
too large doses, by the dominant school, (30 to 60 drops of the 
tincture every two or four hours). Such doses are useless and injuri- 
oofL I have succeeded with five drops of the first dilution, and rarely 
resort to the tincture. Five drops every hour should be the max- 
imnm dose. 

In Yellow -feveri it is recommended by some writers. It would 
14 
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seem to be somewhat homcBopathio to the severe and pecaliar '' pains 
in the bones,'' as sufferers term it, but prol>ably bears no relation to 
the real condition present. In nearly all fevers it may be indi- 
cated for certain conditions which may arise. Thus in many 
fevers, the nervous system, the brain, may and does become very 
irritable and irritated, and a train of symptoms, such as will be 
found under the head of ^' Brain," will arise. In such cases small 
doses will remove the symptoms, and permit remedies more appro- 
priate to the general condition, to act untrammelled. Although 
this remedy is to a certain extent an analogue of aconite, yet it does 
not seem to control febrile diseases as promptly. 

Skin* — ^Eruptions of white pustules over the &ce and neck. 
Sometimes large, red, papular. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^The above is a curative symptom, although 
it has been recorded in some of our works as a pathogenetic. So 
fiir in our experiments we have failed to develop any skin symp* 
toms. It is indeed doubtful whether it is an eliminator like arseni- 
cum, or a cutaneous irritant like sulphur. Dr. Hill, in his Epitome, 
highly recommends its use in Small Pox, but his indications are not 
based on any relation it has to the eruptions, but to the peculiar 
painSi etc^ which accompany the fever. Dr. D. S. Smith, of Chi- 
cago recommends it very highly in Variola and Varioloid, and 
asserts that it decidedly modifies the disease, preventing pitting, 
and even the development of pustules. It may prove useful, indi- 
rectly, in some exanthematous diseases. Thus: Urticaria often 
depends upon rheumatic irritation of internal organs ; some erup- 
tions are excited by menstrual derangements. Cimicifuga being 
homceopathic to the exciting causes, will, by removing ^Aem, remove 
the cutaneous irritation. Dr. Lee says, ^4t sometimes appears to 
have a specific action on the skin, causing a sensation of prickling, 
itching and heat on the whole surface.'' This may be (by its action 
on the terminal nerves) attended sometimes by a slight eruption. 

Sleep. — ^Very restless at night. Restless at night after three or 
four hours of good sleep. Restlessness early in the morning, con- 
tinuing for a week. Disturbed, restless, unrefreshing sleep, from 
3 to 5 A. M., with disposition to fold the arms over the head ; 
unpleasant dreams of being in trouble, of being in a sad plight ; 
Somnolency. . 

Clinical Remabks.— The sleeplessness and nightly restlessness 
caused by this drug belong to its power of causing nervous irrita- 
tion. In delirium apotUy sleeplessness is one of the most trouble- 
some symptoms, one which the dominant school try to subdue with 
enormous doses of opium. Opium is sometimes homoeopathic to 
this condition, also Cannabis ind., Coffea, Arsenicum, etc., but none 
more so than Cimicifuga, unless it be Digitalis, which latter medi- 
oine is just now used with such success in delirium tremens. In 
typhoid states, hysteria, and those conditions brought on by mental 
excitement and labor, we have to deal with insomnia of an obstinate 
character. In many of these instances this remedy will assist us 
in our treatment of the difficulty. I have given it in the sleepless- 
ness of children during teething, or when no apparent cause for the 
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flymptoms existed. A few pellets of the 8d, seemed to palliate as 
well as Coffea. 

Mind and Sensorlm. — ^Not disposed to fix the attention on anj 
sabjeet ; vertigo ; impaired vision ; dizziness ; dullness in the head; 
vertigo ; folness and dull aching in the vertex ; ten minutes after 
taking the third decimal dilution, a sort of delirium, with an indii 
nation to run over the subject on which he was reading. Miserable 
dejected feeling ; mind dull and heavy. Feels grieved, troubled, 
with sighing ; next day a feeling of tremulous joy, with mirthful- 
ness, playfulness and clear intellect. Considerable exhilaration. 
Pleasurable excitement. Cimicifuga soon shows its action on the 
sensorium, when administered to sensitive persons. Dr. Kine 
made casual mention in his dispensatory, that this drug had caused 
symptoms simulating delirium tremens. To get at the real history 
of such action I wrote to Dr. King, who kindly &vored me with 
the following statement :**''! did not pay that attention to the 
symptoms as one of your school would have done, but merely 
noticed them in the aggregate. In the cases referred to, I gave tiie 
tincture for the cure of rheumatism, in ordinary doses of 20 to 80 
drops, every hour, but finding the symptoms resulting therefrom to 
be similar to those of delirium tremens, I omitted the medicine 
xmtil they had disappeared, and again adnunistered it, but in smaller 
doses, and so continued until I found that even two or three drops 
would be followed by the same symptoms, and was therefore com- 
pelled to cease its use altogether in such cases. I have not met with 
this effect in but tliree cases, and in the first one that occurred, so 
positive was I from the symptoms of the patient, that his wife had 
allowed him the use of some liquor, that I came very near being 
discharged on account of the scolding I administered to both the 
patient and his wife. In fact, I did not believe in that case that 
the tincture produced the effects, nor until I met with the other/ 
cases. As near as I can recollect there were nausea, retching, 
dilated pupils, tremor of the limbs, incessant talking and changing 
from one subject to another without any order, though perfectly 
sensible when the attention was aroused by any person addressing 
them, or conversing with them, but soon relapsing into their vaga- 
ries when not disturbed ; great wakefulness, imagining strange 
objects upon the bed, and in the room, as rats, sheep, etc. Some- 
times arousing from their incoherent talkativeness as if startled, 
and inquiring regarding persons present: — ^Who is that man?' 
*What does he want here?' 'Tell him to go home,' etc. With 
quick, full pulse, a wild look of the eyes, and the peculiar inde- 
scribable expression of face commonly observed among those who 
labor under delirium tremens." I can corroborate Dr. King's 
experience with the Cimicifuga. I once gave the tincture to a girl 
who had dysmenorrhcBa. I ordered her to take one drop every 
two hours during the premonitory stage, and when the pains, which 
were intense, painful, like labor-pains, and extended to the hips, 
thighs and ovarian regions had become severe, to take one drop 
every half hour. By some misunderstanding she took Jive drops 
every half hour for six hours. When I saw her she had no jpains^ 
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bnt said her head felt '' strange and wild ;" her pupils were dilated, 
she talked incoherently, and exclaimed that she saw rats, mice, and 
insectis, on the bed and on the floor and ceiling. She also com- 
plained of a nxmng in the head, yery distressing. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — ^In its effects on the sensorium, (brain) 
Cimiciftiga is analogous to Arsenicum, Belladonna, Hyoscyamus, 
Opium, Stramonium, and a few other drugs, but it has important 
points of dissimilarity which should be considered in the selection of 
the drug. I treated one mild case of delirium tremens with this 
remedy. It seemed to remove the condition. When the symp- 
toms above narrated occur in typhoid, or hysteric states, the Cimi- 
dfuga will act beneficially. A few drops of the 3d dilution in 
water eyery hour seems the most appropriate method of admin- 
istration. 

Heall.— Heayiness and dullness of the head ; slight fulness of the 
head ; slight dull pain in the head ; acute pain generally through the 
head during the day, at times more severe on the left side ; slight 
pain in the bead in the evening ; remittent headache of long stand- 
ing, more or less severe every day, but increased every second da]^ ; 
dull pain deep in the foreh^id ; dullness of the head and pain in 
the forehead and occiput ; dull pain in the forehead in the after- 
noon ; dull, boring pain in the forehead, over the left superciliary 
rid^e, continuing for two hours, from 10 a. ic ; pain in the forehead 
and occiput, wioi heaviness of the head after one hour; pain from 
the eyes to the top of the head, which seemed as if the nerves were 
excited to too much action, lasting three hours — ^under large doses, 
it lasted six hours ; pain over the eyes ; pain over the left eye, 
extending along the base of the brain to the occiput; slight pain in 
the forehead ; dryness of the pharynx ; aching in the eyes^ apparently 
between the eyeball and orbital plate of the frontal bone. At 10 p. m. 
occasional transient pain in the forehead, over the right eye ; dull 
pain in the head; fullness in the forehead, over the eyes; severe 
pain in the head, particularly in the forehead and eyeballs ; severe 
pain in the forehead over the right eye, and extending to the temple 
and vertex with fidness, heat, and throbbing, and when \going up 
stairs, a sensation as if the top of the head would fly off; rolness in 
the vertex ; aching pam in the vertex and occiput in paroxysms, at 
times quite severe, immediately after rising. Pain in the vertex 
during the afternoon and evening ; sensation asif the temples were 
compressed occasionally through the day; dull, heavy headache, 
more in the left temple ; slight pain in the left side of the head ; 
aching pain in the head, particularly in the occiput, experienced 
only while indoors, relieved by the open air — ^it mcreased during 
the afternoon, and was quite severe in the evening ; about 9 p. m^ 
it disappeared entirely after a walk in the open air ; constant dull 
pain in the head, particularly in the occiput, and extending to the 
vertex, during the forenoon and part of the afternoon. The pain 
in the head is always relieved by open air ; dull sensation through 
the head as though he had been on a ^* spree'' and was getting over 
its effects. Brain feels too large for the cranium; brain feels com- 
pressed. Awoke at 2 o'clock a« m^ with excruciating, though dull 



CIHIOIFUGA RACEMOBA. 109 

pain in the forehead, extending to the templea, with coldnesa of 
forehead ; pain in the eyebalLs. Dull pain in the region of moral 
organs — a pressing outward and upward, as if there was not room 
enough for the upper portion of the cerebrum. This pain was very 
oppressive and mtolerable ; it began about 6 o'clock p. k., after 
taking the second dose, and continued unabated till morning, when 
it was relieyed in thirty minutes by a dose of Bryonia. 

CiJNiCAii RsMABXs.— There is no remedy in our Materia 
Hedica which so promptly and uniformly causes headache as the 
Gimicifuga — with the exception of Glonoine. It is homoBopathic to 
a variety of headaches, particularly the nervous, rheumatic and 
menstrual. It effects the brain in a manner similar to Di^talis. 
Some of its symptoms resemble Nux., Ign., Glonoine, Spigeha and 
Belladonna. It has cured a headache with ^^ severe pain in the 
eyeballs, extending into the forehead, and increased by the slightest 
movement of the head or eyeballs,'' also ^^ dull pain in tiie occipital 
regions with shooting pains down the back of the neck.'' 

Ccue l$t A lady aged 30, has suffered from dyspepsia for 
seversd months, and for nine days past from severe pain in the fore- 
head over tlie right eye, and extending to the temple and vertex, 
with frillness, heat and throbbing, and when going up stairs a 
sensation as if the top of the head would fly oSL Coldness and 
chills, particularly of the arms and feet ; faintness in the epigastrium ; 
pain and regurgitation of food after eating. Cimicifrigamrst, three 
drops three times a day, afforded prompt and permanent rdief.— 
Paine. 

Case 2nd. Mrs. W. aged 47, has not yet passed the critical 
period, and suffers from various neuralgic pains incident to that 
time. Now suffers from severe pains in the head, particularly in 
the forehead and eyeballs. Gimicifuga second, afforded prompt 
relief in a few hours. 

Case Srd. Dull pain in the head ; fullness in the forehead and 
eyes; pain in the eyeballs, increased secretion of tears; fluent 
watery coryza; frequent sneezing ; soreness of the throat ; cou^hat 
night, caused by tickling in throat — cured in two days by Gimicifuga 
2. (Dr. Paine). This is a well marked case of cotorr^oil headache. I 
have found it useful in similar cases. Dr. B. L. Hill states that tlie 
pains in the head caused by Gimicifriga are all from within oui^ 
wards. It is particularly useful in headaches of delicate, nervous and 
hysterical females, when the headaches occur at or near the men- 
strual periods, during pregnancy, and at the change of life. (^^Sabina.") 
It is useful in the headaches of drunkards, occurring after a debauch ; 
in the headaches of students and literary men, s^er mental labor, 
and that peculiar heaviness, dullness and gloominess which results 
from want of sleep. (Nux.) Children, during teething, or in the 
course of many diseases, frequently show symptoms oi irritation of 
the brain. This is denoted by peevishness, wakefulness, flushed- 
&ce, injected eyes, etc. In such cases eclectics clum the Gimici- 
fuga has a calming influence, and prevents cerebral congestion, 
spasms, eta 

Syes. — Aching of tiie eyes, at 10 a. m. Heaviness of the eyes. 
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as if caused by cold. Dall pain in both eyeballs. Pain in both eye- 
balls. Pain in the centre of the eyeballs, and also sensation as if 
pain were situated between the eyeball and the orbital plate of the 
irontfd bone, in the morning, on rising, continuing all day, but not 
severe as in the morning ; aching pain in the centre of both eye- 
balls, rarely in one alone, continuing for three weeks after discontinu- 
ing the drug ; aching pain in both eyeballs through the day ; aching 
in the eyeballs, in the evening; on going up stairs, eyeballs painfid 
for a short time ; pain in the eyeballs ; increased secretion of tears ; 
pain in the eyeballs, in the lefb more than in the right, and sensa- 
tion as if they were enlarged — ^most severe in the morning ; severe 
aching pain in the right eyeball, after retiring at night ; constant 
dull aching pain in right eyeball, and across the forehesd, accom- 
panied wiui nausea. Pain extending from the right eyeball through 
to the right side of the occiput, slightly affecting the ear, at night; 
Stinging in the eyelid, stinging in the eyelids, an hour after taking 
the drug; stinging of the eyelids, dulness and heaviness of the head 
and eyes, as if produced by cold ; inflammation of both eyelids; sen- 
sation of swellmg of right eyelid, with heat as if inflamed, after 
four hours. Pain in the right eyelid when closing it, in the after- 
noon. (The above is from Marcy's proving.) Redness efface and 
eyes; eyes feel as if swollen ; black specks before the eyes. Myopia 
increased. During the headache the eyes were so congested as to 
attract the attention of every one, although there was no disagree- 
able feeling in them. (HilPs proving). 

Clinical Remabks. — ^Few medicines cause such intense and 
persistent pains in the eyeboHh. The pains are principally <xching» 
(Bell., Digit., Merc, Hepar., Cupr., Crocus., Coco.) The i>ains caused 
by this drug simulate rheumatic and neuralffie afl'ections of the 
eyes. It wiU probably be found useful in *^ ocular hyper-sesthesia" 
— a condition of irritation and over-sensitiveness of the optic nerves. 
It appears to effect the eyes in a manner somewhat similar to 
Spigdia in causing intense pains in the eyeballs. A young lady 
aged 20, of light complexion, had suffered for several weeks from 
ophthalima, pain in the eyeballs— a sensation as if they were 
enlarged — most severe in the morning; prickling in the inner 
canthus, aggravated by reading; inflammation of the eyelids; 
slight secretion of mucus early in the morning ; sore throat ; reading 
causes headache. Cimicifuga first, three drops, three times a day, 
entirely removed all the pams in the eyeballs and head. (Paine.) 
It seems to be indicated in AmauroHa^ out we have no clinical ex- 
perience in this disease. Dr. King (eclectic) says, '^ In doses of one 
dram of the tincture every hour, it has effected thorough cures of 
ophthalima conjunctiva, without the aid of any local application." 

Nose. — Stinging sensation in the nose in the evening ; obstruction 
of the left nostril, in the evening ; inclination to sneeze twice in 
the afternoon. Frequent inclination to sneeze, in the afternoon ; 
sneezing; headache; sneezing several times, at 10 a. m.; frequent 
sneezing and fluent coryza during the day.. Fluent coryza ; fluent 
coryza of whitish mucus during the day ; constant corj^za) during 
the day ; abundtot watery coryza ; copious ooryza; copious coryza 
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daring the forenoon ; flnent ooryxa ; aohing and soreness in the nose 
daring the day. Fluent watery coryza; fre<jaent sneezing ; soreness 
in the throat, causing difficulty in swallowing. Profuse ooryza in 
the forenoon; aching pain in the head; pain m both eyeballs, many 
times through the day. Very profuse greenish and slighty sanguine- 
ous ooryza, after rising ; fulness of the pharynx, and constant inclina- 
tion to swallow; dulness of the head, and pain in the forehead and 
occiput ; fluent coryza, more so than for many weeks, as if caused 
by cold ; dryness of the pharynx ; sneezing, at 4 p. k. (Payne's 

Kproying). Stuffed condition of the nostrils, which was soon Ibllowed 
an open moist condition, with great sensitiveness to cold air, as 
he base of the brain were laid bare, and every inhalation of the 
brain brought the cold air in contact with it. (This is exactly 
similar to that produced by a sudden (diange of weather in winter, 
£rom cold dry, to damp thawing, as by a south wind which melts 
the snow). (Hills provmg). 

CuNiGAL RsHABKS.— Some authors say that they have never 
known it to produce a perceptible increase of any of the secretions ; 
others again say that it operates powerfully upon the secreting 
organs and absorbents, and that it is expectorant and diaphoretic. 
From the above symptoms it would certainly seem to have a specific 
affinity for the nawd mucous membrane, and causes a real catarrhal 
state. In acute rhenmatic-catarrhal attacks, with pains in the 
Hmbsy head, fistce, eyeballs, chilliness, heat, and fluent watery coryza, 
it is certainly indicated ; and in one epidemic influenza I found it 
useful for such conditions, also in the cough and sore throat by 
which it was accompanied. 

faecy Jaws and Teeth.-— Severe pain in the left jaw. Heat on 
one side of the face, with lassitude all over. , Very severe pains in 
the &oe, more in under jaw, lower teeth, and articulations of lower 
jaw. The pains in the head and face constant, and very severe. 
jPain in the right superior maxillary bone, and teeth. 

CuNioAii Remabks. — ^The above are just such pains as are 
nearly always present in catarrhal-rheumatic attacks in the winter 
and spring. I once took five drops of the first decimal for similar 

rptoms occurring in myself. The one dose seemed to cut short 
attack, at least it mitigated the pains. 

Xovtlu — Offensive breath ; dryness and soreness of the lips ; 
dry lips ; small ulcer on the inner surface of the lower lip. U n- 
pleasant taste in the mouth, accumulation of thick mucus upon the 
teeth; spittmg of thick saliva which seemed to stick to the month 
and throat, and to be detached with difficulty. Month dry in the 
morning. Swelling of the back part of the tongue. Root of tongue 
and &nces swollen. 

CusncAii Rbb£Abks. — ^In many cases of rheumatism, the gums 
and buccal mucous membrane became swollen and tumefied. In 
such oases this remedy may be found useful, used as a weak wash 
to the inflamed surface. 

fkronU — ^Dryness of the pharynx ; sneezing, at 4 p. m.; dryness 
rfthe pharynx and inclination to swallow, during the night ; fulness 
of the pharynx and constant inclination to swallow ; soreness of the 
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throat when swallowing; sensation of ftdness high np in the throat 
with fulness in the vertex and stiffness of the neck ; sensation of 
rawness in the throat; dight difficulty in swallowing; hoarseness, 
which increased towards night ; constant unpleasant fulness in the 
pharynx. Palate and uvula red and inflamed. Inflammation of the 
uvula and palate, fifth day more severe than the day before; 
copious coryza. Hoarseness, roughness and scraping in the throat; 
roughness and dryness of the throat, with thirst ; dryness and sore- 
ness of the throat on swallowing, and on pressure worse on tlie left 
side. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^It has cured Chorea when attended with 
almost complete loss of the power of swallowing. In sore throat, 
and cynanche maligna a decoction of the root is recommended by 
Dr. Barton. Dr.Marcy says it is an excellent remedy against dryness 
of the throat, or a diy spot in the throat causing cough (Ixxchesis)^ 
also in dry coughs proceeding from irritation and tickling at the 
lower part of the laiynx. In a late number of an Allopathic Journal, 
it is highly recommended by a Boston physician as a most excellent 
remedy in Diphtheria, used in decoction as a ^gle. 

Appetite aid Stomacli. — ^Eructations tastm^ of the medicine; 
eructations and slight nausea, immediately. Pam and regurgitation 
of food after eating. Loss of appetite ; no appetite for supper ; 
repugnance. Nausea for fifteen mmutes half an hour after taking 
the drug ; nausea with loathing, soon after the dose ; sense of 
internal tremor in the stomach, mer breakfast; sensation as if too 
much food had been taken into the stomach ; acute darting pain in 
the epigastrium, after a light supper ; slight pain in the epigastrium, 
extending to the left hypochondrium, with faintness and sensation 
of emptiness; faintness in the epigastrium, with repugnance to 
food, which, however, did not prevent his partaking of a moderate 
breakfast; faintness in the epigastrium, generally in the morning 
before eating, particularly if the medicine had been taken over 
night, not preventing eating, which was followed by a sensation 
of repletion, as if too much food had been taken ; fidntness of the 
epigastrium ; fiuntness of the stomach ; slight fiuntness in the epi- 
gastrium, during the forenoon; fiuntness of the stomach two or 
three times, of short duration ; violent retching and vomiting, with 
pain in the head. In a ^ proving," which Dr. Hill reported to the 
N. A. Journal of Homceopathy, he copies the above, with a few 
additions, and appropriates them to himself. The &ct is, that proving 
(in vol. 7) is nearly all taken from Dr. Paine's original proving. 
Hill and Douglas also state that in their proving *^ wl the stomach 
symptoms were produced on females; the drug producing no dis- 
turbance in the stomach of males." But in Dr. Paine's provings, 
men and women were alike affected with nausea and vomiting. 
The statement of Dr. Hill, reiterated in his ^^epitome," is therefore 
unreliable. It was probably originally put forth to fiskvor the 
idea that Cimicifuga was specific to nearly all diseases of females, 
morning sickness, etc. 

CuiacAL Remarks. — ^That Cimicifuga may cause sympathetic 
naugea and vomiting, by its irritating influence over the female 
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ofgUB of ^eration, I do not deny. Bnt it is by no means a speoifio 
in ^monuig nausea^ of pregnant women. If the nterine and 
general symptomB correspond, the remedy may be foond nsefol for 
uittt distressmg symptom. I have m a few cases found it asefh], 
bat no more so than Naz youl, Ipecac, Pals., or Oxalate of Ceiianu 
Like its analogaes — ^Digitalis, Belladonna, Opinm, etc., this medi^ 
enie may oaose vomiting through its irritating effect upon the brain. 
Powerful vomiting is often the first symptom ot Meningitis, 
Hydrocephalus and ^ other brain diseases, and the so called Nervous 
sick headaches,'' which are accompanied by severe vomiting, prob- 
ably consist eventually of cerebral irritation. It is in this type of 
^ sick headache " that Oimicifuga is useful and not in the headAchea 
which proceed from derangement of digestion. 

JMOMen* — ^Flatus; rumbling in the lower part of the abdomen^ 
at 10 A. M. Flatulence, causing a sensation of fulness in the abdo- 
men, rumbling of flatus below the umbilicus, at 10 p. m. Fulness 
and pressure in the lower part of the abdomen. Increased pressure 
in the lower part of the acMlomen with some pain. Acute cutting 
pain in the umbilical region, which, althougn acute, was not so 
severe as to prevent attending to his usual business ; uninfluenced 
by eating and continuing during the afternoon ; wandering pain in 
tiie bowds, slight pain in left ihac region ; afterwards severe pains 
in the bowels, mostly below the umbmcus, with weight and pain in 
lumbar and sacral region; soreness of abdominal mu^es, on taking 
fall inspirations. D^ mping, twisting at the umbilical region, 
more towards the left. ±^am in the left hypochondriac region, worse 
on motion, and on takmg a deep inspiration. Periodic colic with 
inclination to bend forward, reheved after stool. 

CuifiGAL Rbmabks.— There are three diseases of the abdominal 
structures, in which this remedy may prove useful : (1) Rheuma- 
tism of the muscular structures; (2J[ x^euralgia; (3) Peritonitis, 
especially puerperal. I have fbund it useful in the first and secofid^ 
bat have never used it in the thirdj nor have we any dinicalexperi- 
enoe of its use in that affection. 

flteoh-^Evacuation regular and natural during the proving, but 
for a month afterwards, alternate constipation and tendency to 
diarriusa; diqiosition to diarrhosa, in the evening; slight disposi- 
tion to diarrhoea^ after rising. Constipation; &Bces hard and dry. 
Large papescent stool with general indisposition. Scanty diarrhoea 
with tenesmus. Copious papescent stool in the morning. 

CuNioAL Remarks^ — -We have no proof that this drug has any 
laxative or cathartic effect. It cannot be homoeopathic to abnormal 
intestinal disdbiarges, at least we have no clinical testimony to that 
effect. 

Urine. — ^Disposition to frequent urination. Increased flow of 
urine. Increased secretion of pale urine; retention of urine for 
eighteen hours followed by frequent micturition. Proftise flow of 
jMue watery urine. Stitches in urethra in the morning. 

CuincAL Rtcmabkh. — ^The dominant school assert the Cimicifun 
to be a diuretic. It does increase the quantity of urine, but prob- 
ably not from any influence it has over the kidiaeys primarily. . All 
15 
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drugs which bring on depreanon of the nervons system, will cause 
something akin to ^^ nervous diabetes." In hysterical states, and 
many forms of uterine disorder, we find this condition: — a profuse 
flow of watery urine, with nervous prostration ; sinking sensation 
at the stomach, chilliness, headache, ever the eyes, in the eyes ; 
lowness of spirit, and sometimes aching pains in the limbs. With 
this state of the system, it is supposed by physiologists, there occurs 
a waste of phosphorus — ^which is eliminated by the kidneys in the 
form of phosphates. Loss of phosphates indicates innervation. Dr. 
Lee says, ^ In some instances it acts as a renal hydragogue, increas- 
ing to a considerable extent, the amount of urinary secretion ; but, 
in a majority of cases, this result cannot be anticipated with any 
considerable degree of confidence. We are rather disposed to 
regard it in the Ti^ht of a renal alterative ; increasing generally the 
amount of solids in the urine, without any great increase in the 
amount of water. To eliminate solid matters from the blood, 
whether lithates, phosphates, or animal matters, the cohosh, with 
the free use of diluents, may rank among our most efficient agents. 
Cimicifuga, has a similar action, over the renal organs, to Aconite, 
Asclepias syr. and Colchicum, all of which increase the solid consti- 
tuents of urine. This condition is admirably mot, by the dilutions 
of the remedy. It may be found useful in spasmodic retention of 
urine, from a cold, mental emotion, or as a symptom of rheumatism. 
Genital Organs of Men. — Pain and retraction of the right sperma- 
tic cord ; drawing pain along the right spermatic cord ; pam and 
tenderness of the testicles. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — ^It is sud to cure old standing cases of gleet 
and spermatorrhoea. 

Genital •rgans of WomeB.-*Leucorrh<Ba ; menorrha^ ; suppres- 
sion of the mouses ; feeling of heavmess ; weight bearmg down in 
the uterine region, with fe^ng of heaviness and torpor ot the lower 
extremities ; appearances of the mtases eight days before their 
time ; labor-like pains during pregnancy ; abortion in the fourth, 
eighth and twelfth weeks of pregnancy ; cold chills and prickling 
sensations during the day — ^in the mammfe; prickling sensations in 
tiie breasts. 

Clinical Rxbcabks.— No remedy stands higher in the estimation 
of the eclectic school, for the treatment of diseases peculiar to fe- 
males, than the Cimicifuga, and its concentrated principle — Cimici- 
fhgin. It is used by them in all uterine diseases, of the most oppo- 
site character. Dr. King, one of their highest authorities, says 
(Amer. Eclec. Disp.)^ it is useful in amenorrhosa, dysmenoirhcea, 
leuoorrhcBa and other uterine affections. As a partus accelerator, it 
may be substituted for ergot. It brings on expulsive action of the 
uterus speedily and powerfully. After labor it will be found effec- 
tual in allaying the eeneral excitement of the nervous system and 
relieving afl^r-pains.'' In *^ King's Amer. Obsts. " he recommends 
it, in addition, for menorrhagia, amenorrhoea, prolapsus uteri, etc. 
**It does not produce the powerful and continuous conti*actions of 
the uterus which follow the use of ergot, and, consequently, is not 
as dangerous to the child; neither does it lessen the susceptibility of 
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the organ to snbseqiient doses, as is apt to be die case with ergot ; 
it appears to ezoite the utems to a normal activity only." Jones 
and Scndder, in their *^Mat. Med.," reiterate the above reoommen- 
datlons. The writings of that school are foil of dinioal experience 
relative to the nseftdness of this remedy in diseases of femaleSi The 
homcBopathio school are beginning to.realize the value of this agent 
in similar aflPections, and although the pathogenesis which we have is 
meagre, and the recorded symptoms of the drag, so far as relates to 
its action on the reprodnctive orffana^ few in number, yet those who 
have used it much, upon the inmcations derived ex uso in morbiij 
are enthusiastic in its praise. I will proceed to g^ve what I oon- 
ceive to be its peculiar sphere of action, and point out the indica* 
tions for its use in the various affections arising from derangements 
of the organs of generation. In amenorrhoec^ or delayed appearance 
of the menses in young girls, from deficient nervous energy in the 
ovaries, and when the abnormal nervous influence is directed to 
otiier organs, giidng rise to chorea, hysteria, nervous headaches, ete«^> 
theCimicifuga will restore the functions of the reproductive organs 
to a normal state. Should there be, at the same time with the 
above conditions, a chlorotic state, Helonias or Ferrum should be 
alternated with this remedy. In suppression of the menses from a 
cold, mental emotions, and febrile symptoms, when rheumatic pains 
in the limbs, or intense headache, or uterine cramps, are present, 
this remedy will be found very useful. Indysmmmrhma^ the Black 
Snake root has been used successfully by all schools. The edeo^ 
tics consider it a sort of panacoea. Many of our own school speak 
highly of its value. Dr. Hill, in his ^* Epitome," advises it in M 
cases, and in alternation with Caulophyllum. It is not a general spe- 
cific, yet will benefit a majority of cases. It is most useful in rheu- 
matic and neuralgic cases, but is often of benefit in congestive, dys- 
menorrhoBa, when alternated with Veratrum viride, or Belladonna^ 
The best nusthod of administration in these diseases, is to give Cimici- 
fuga, first decimal or one hundredth, three or four times a day during 
the inter-menstrual period, and every hour or thirty minutes dur- 
ing the severity of the pain. The Cimicifugin, second or third deci- 
xnal trituration, will in some cases act more satisfactorily than the 
tincture. ' Several of my colleagues have reported oases of dysmen- 
orrhcBa cured or very much relieved. Dr. Ludlam thinks more 
highly of the Cimicifh^n in theneuralgic type, than of Caulophyllum. 
The latter is more indicated in cases complicated with uterine 
spasms or g^ieral hysterical convulsions. Dr. Williams sends me the 
record of two severe cases of dysmenorrhosa, probably of a rheumatio 
origin, which were apparently cured under the action of Cimicifugin, 
ftrst. I have treatea many cases of difficult and painful menstrua- 
tion, arising from various causes, and while in all there was im- 
provement, in muiy the morbid condition seemed to be permanent- 
ly removed. I consider the following symptoms as indicating its 
use : Brfore the menses the peculiar headache, similar to that caused 
by this medicine ; during the menses, aching in the limbs, severe 
pain in the back, down the thighs and through the hips, with heavy 
pressuig^lown, labor4ike pains, weeping mood, nervousness, hys- 
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terio spasms, cramps, tenderness of the hypogastric region, scanty 
flow oi coagulated blood, or profose flow of the same character ; be- 
tween the menses debility, nervous erethism, neuralgic f>ains, tend- 
ency to prolapsus, etc.; m menorrhagia, when the now is profuse, 
but more of a passive character, dai^ coagulated, and accompanied 
by the above mentioned pains. The Cimicifnga does not primarily 
cause h8Bmorrhage,likeSabina,£rigeronor Crocus, but secondarily, 
1^ impairing the tonicity and normal vitality of the uterus, in 
JbeucorrhoBa^ the eclectics speak highly of its efficacy. The late Dr. 
Morrow, to whom is mainly due the introduction of the remedy into 
that practice, gained much celebrity by his treatment of leucorrhcBa, 
with the internal and local use of the black cohosh. He gave it 
until it produced and kept up its peculiar action on the brain in a 
slight degree; a decoction of the root was to be used as an injec- 
tion every day. LeucorrhoBa may be vaginal, cervical, or uterine. 
In the present stalie of our knowledge of Uie action of the drug, we 
cannot point out accurately the particular form of leucorrhcBa for 
which it is indicated. It may be beneficial in all varieties ; the gen- 
eral symptotns of the patient must, to a great extent, be our guide. 
Dr. Hill mentions a ^Meucorrhoea of long standing cured during a 
week's proving," and another case of ^ leucorrhcea, and chronic in- 
flammation and congestion of the uterus, cured during the proving, 
while no other symptoms were observed on the provers until the 
disappearance of the uterine disease." Believing in the loccU, as 
well as general action of a drug, I would advise it to be used both 
topically and internally. The lower dilutions seems to act most 
b^eficially. It is now more than sixty vears since it was claimed 
by Steams^ in the American Herbal, to have an especial affinity for 
the uterus, particularly over the menstrual flmction, and Dr. Tolly 
regards this claim as well established by the experience of New 
England practitioners. As a parturiefacient, it was in general use 
among the Indians in the early settlement of this country. Bigelow 
npeaks of it as an active agent in fadlitating parturition ; and Tul- 
ly says he has known many cases where it has produced abortion in 
pregnant females, when prescribed for a cough. The evidence on 
this head is &r more full and satisfactory than in regard to iba em- 
meunagogue properties. Prof. Lee says: " It is believed to exert 
a specific influence on the uterine contractions lasting longer tlian 
that of ergot, and followed by less torpor and greater suscep- 
tibility and capacity for action in the uterus than before its employ- 
ment. Its operation, also, is not attended by that deleterious and 
8tu{)eiying influence on the foBtus which often follows the admmis- 
tration of spurred rye." It is doubtful if the ergot acts medicinally 
upon the foetus at all. It is the continued, unintermitting pressure 
of the uterus upon the child, or tlie cord, which causes the coma or 
asphyxia in the infant, before birth. ^^ After delivery, also, it has 
been extensively used for the purpose of inducing flrm uterine con- 
traction, expelling the placenta, and checking post-partem hasmorr- 
hages. For this purpose a drachm of the saturated alcoholic tinc- 
ture should be given every half hour, or oftener, until the desired ef- 
fect is produced." This knowledge of the uterine*motor action of 
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Oimioifoga should be appropriated by homceopathists. They are 
capable of makiDff maob more valuable use of such knowledge than 
the adherents of other schools of medicine. The homoeopathic 
school gladly avail themselves of the use of ergot, in slow and diffi- 
cult lal^rs arising from an atonic condition of the uteras, or perver- 
ted function. I cannot give my assent to those mythical relations of 
the effects of Secale third or thirtieth, in causing uterine contrac- 
tions when deficient durine labor — ^the proof is not sufficient. I con- 
sider the Oimioifuga, as well as -Secale, Caulophyllum and other drugs 
possesfflng similar pjowers, Bshemg secondarily homodo^thio to con- 
ditions of uterine inertia. To explain : The primary action of 
ergot in moderate medicinal doses is to cause contractions, more or 
less persistent of the muscular tissue of the uterus. Under the con- 
tinued action of the drug these contractions will become more 
intense and firm, until, from over-stimulation, an opposite condition 
or muscular atony obtains. Now, this latter condition, with its ac- 
companying symptoms, is a secondary effect of the dro^, as much 
due to pathogenetic action as was the primary. When, m practice, 
we meet with similar conditions, i. 0., when the uterus, after vain 
and powerfol efforts, becomes exhausted, ergot is the proper remedy^ 
if the primary symptoms corresponded with those of thedmg, vie,' 
persistent and umntermitting contractions. But if the uterine atony 
be caused by ergot, then that medicine will not answer our pur- 
pose, and we must resort to Oimicifhgay Caulophyllum, Uva ursi, or 
galvanism. Secondair states of uterine muscalar aton^ may be 
brought on by all the last named a^nts, and for this reason 
they will all be found useful in similar morbid conditions. 
The do9e which should be used in such cases should be as large as 
can be given with safety to the patient, and just large enough to 
arouse the torpid muscular tissue. My theory ofdose^ and which 
experience strongly substantiates, is, that for symptoms which simu- 
late the primary effects of the medicine selected as the remedy, 
noinute doses should be administered ; but larger doses for symp- 
toms simulating its secondary effects. In resorting to the Cimicifuga, 
in atonic labors, we need not ^ve the massive doses of the eclectic 
school— doses which tend to bring on secondary exhaustion. I have 
found five to ten drops of the mother tincture, every fifteen or twenty 
minutes, to be amply sufficient to bring back or arouse the deficient 
vitality of the uterus. But there is an opposite condition of the 
uterus which sometimes obtains during labor, a state of hyper- 
excitation, in which the normal uterine contractions are spasmodic, 
painful, and intensely powerful, but intermitting^ sometimes with 
cramps in the extremities, and a tendency to general convulsions. 
Here the Oimicifaga is primarily homoBopathic, and a small quantity 
of the third or sixth attenuation will suffice to restore the normal 
parturient action. This medicine will be found useful after labor, 
m producing firm contraction of the uterus, expelling the placenta, 
or checking post-partem haemorrhage. But I think for this purpose 
the Secale is to be preferred, because of its power to cause firmer 
and more persistent contraction. After-pains are often readily 
relidved by small doses of Cimicdfugasecond or third, or Cimidfugin 
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third. I have nsed it with signal benefit in those cases which 
seemed to be kept up by a neimJgic disposition, or mental and 
nervous irritability, and the patient was sleepless, restless, sensitive 
and low spirited. 

Suppression of the Lochia is d^reated snccessfolly with 
this remedy. When from a cold or mental emotion the dis- 
charge is arrested, uterine spasms and cramps in the limbs sometimes 
occur, accompanied with headache, and even delirium. A case of 
this character which came under my treatment, was relieved in a 
few hours by Cimioifuga second trit., two grains every half hour. 
Warm fomentations were applied to the abdomen and vulva, as 
riiould always be the practice in such instances. It is useful to 
relieve those bearing-down pains, indications of prolapsus, which 
women frequently suffer after severe confinements. It is eminently 
homceopathic to a tendency to abortion. It has caused abortion in 
manv instances, and is commonly r«u)rted to for that purpose bv 
reckless women, and advised by still more reckless physicians. It 
has been used successfully in those instances of ^' habitual abortion," 
with the result of preventinff the usual miscarriages in the second 
and third months. But nmess the general symptoms correspond, 
Canlophyllum, Sabina, Tanaoetum or Helonias will have to be 
selected. When the chill, uterine pain, tenderness of the hypogas- 
tric region, and flooding have alr^sidy set in, and the loss of. the 
foBtus becomes imminent, the Cimicifuga, in small doses, may arrest 
the progress of the morbid process, provided the membranes have 
not become extensively detached. If the separated portion be 
slight, and the patient be kept quiet, and the proper remedy given, 
I believe it possible to prevent a further separation. If all hope of 
saving the foetus be abandoned, and the uterus is deficient in 
expulsive power, then this medicine may be given, as recommended 
for uterine atony in labors. But no physician should rely alone 
upon medicinal action in such oases. The placental forceps and 
blu^t hook should be used early and efficiently, to effect the entire 
r^Boval of the contents of the uterus. In prolapsus uteris the 
Ciiwnfuga is recommended by all edeotic authors. But herp, as in 
other diseases, it can be no general specific. When the prolapsus is 
one to congestion, general or cervical, cervical leucorrhoea, or comes 
on as a result of abortion, or getting up too soon after confinement ; 
and when a deficient innervation seems to lie at the root of the 
difficulty, then this medicine will be found an excellent remedy. Dr. 
Morrow, who probably used this KgeaX more than any other physician 
in this countrv, was very succesrfol in the treatment of prolapsus 
by its internal and local application. It already stands high in the 
homceopathic school in the treatment of uterine displacements. 
(Podophyllum, Caulophyllum, Helonias and Asdepias tub. will also 
be found useful). In Ovarian diseases^ it will undoubtedly be found 
valuable. A medicine which exercises such profound influence over 
the reproductive organs must of necessity influence powerfully the 
ovaries. Dr. Cleveland recommends it for Ovaritis, and spasm of 
the broad ligaments (in the Latter affection Caulophyllum and Mag- 
nesia mnr. are specifics). In irritable uterus^ next to Platina» 
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Sabba, Aoonite or Canlophyllain, H will be fotrnd the most luefal 
remedy we posses. Some writers recognize a yariety of €pUep9yj 
having its origin in uterine disorder — the epileptic convulsion being 
due to reflex action. This form of epilepsy generally occurs at or 
near the. menstrual period. In such cases Gimioifuga has effooted 
cures. It has also broken up the tendency to hysterical attacks oo> 
ourring during the menses, also hysterical spasms due to uterine di»- 
plaoements after the womb has been restored to its normal 
position. 

In puerperal mania it has been found curative. In part 48, 
Braitliwaite's Petrospect, Prof. Simpson reports a case of Puerperal 
Hypochondriasis treated with tincture Omiicifuga. ^ A lady, the 
mother of several children, was twice the subject of the most painful 
mental despondency a month or two after delivery. On one of 
these occasions she was confined in London, and had the advice of 
several eminent physicians ; but the disease took a very long and 
tiresome course, seeming to defy all remedies, and gradually and very 
slowly terminated. On the last occasion on which the attack occur- 
red, this patient was confined under my care here, and went home 
to England some weeks subsequently, perfectly well She returned, 
however, in about a month, to Edinburgh, in the lowest possible state 
of depression, a perfect picture of mental misery and unhappiness. 
I triea many plans to raise her out of this dark and gloomy state. 
All fiuled. At last, fancying from some of her symptoms and com- 

flaints that there might be a rheumatic element in the afiection, 
ordered her fifty drops of tincture of Actea, thrice a day. After 
taking one dose she refused to continue it, as the drug had a taste 
so similar to Laudanum, and as all opiates made her worse. On beine 
reassured that there was no opiate in the medicine, she recommenced 
it, without anv fiuth, however, in the results, as she had in a great 
measure lost mith in aU medidnal means. When I saw her next, 
some eight or ten days afterwards, she was altered and changed in 
a marvdous degree, but all for the better. On the third or fourth 
day, as she informed me, the cloud of misery which had been 
darkening her existence suddenly began to dissolve and diQ>el, and 
IB a day or two more, she felt perfectly herself again, in gaiety, 
spirits, and energy. But nothing would induce her, to give up the 
Actea for six or eight weeks longer ; and the last time she passed 
throuffh Edinburgh, she told me that she had j^rescribed her own 
remeMly to more t^m one melancholic subject with nearly as great 
sucoess as she had used it in her owucase." The successful treatment 
<tf this case was rather a piece oUuck than otherwise. It is doubtful,, 
first, whether there was any ^'rheumatic element" in the case at all; 
and second, the medicine did not cure by anti-doting any ^ rheu- 
matie element," but by virtue of its power of causing a similar state of 
the brain, and of inducing similar symptoms. This medicine has 
always had great reputation, not only as an accellerator in childbirth, 
but as a preventive of painfal and difficult labor. Wishing to test 
its value in these cases, I have often given it to ladies whose 
previoua labors had been slow and difficult, and generally with 
excellent results. It is best to begin three or four weeks before 
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the time of the expected confinement, and have the patient take a 
few drops of the first or second decimal dilution, or trituration, 
three times a day. During the last week, the doses may be given 
every four hours. One case will illustrate the success attending its 
administration, as it is the type of many others. A lady, the mother 
of three children, expressed great anxiety regarding her expected 
confinement. She was in the eighth month of pregnancy. Her 
previous labors had been unusually severe, very temous, painfiil, 
and accompanied by Minting fits, cramps, agonizing pain, etc., 
before the birth, and flooding, syncope, and many unpleasant symp- 
toms after the expulsion of the placenta. She took for nearly three 
weeks, about ten drops of Cimicifiiffa first dec. dil. four times a day. 
Labor came on at the proper period, lasted only six hours ; was not 
painful nor difficult; there was no fiooding, no fidnting, and no 
cramps, and both patient and friends were agreeably surprised. 
She got up in nine days, and had a better convalescence than ever 
before. Lf this remedy was useful in this condition alone, it would 
still be invaluable to the profession. The editor of the London 
Lancet, writes : *^ We are disi)osed to admit the correctness of the 
observations of American Physidans who allege that it has a pecu- 
liar action on the uterus. In the irritable condition of that organ, 
often observed in patients for some time after menstruation has 
ceased, or irregular when about to cease, and marked by pain more 
or less periodical in the lumbar region, Cimioifbga affords rapid 
relief. In neuralgic pains, often met with in such patients in other 
localities, it is equally beneficial. Females at the period of life we 
are speaking of, frequently suffer from a distressing pain in the 
upper part of the head, recnring with greater seventy at night. 
These cases are very satis&otorily met by this remedy. Pains in 
the mammas also, whether referable to uterine disturbance or to 
pregnancy, are relieved by the Oimidfuga ver^ speedily." 

In pMegmaaia oBhi dolens^ I would advise it on theoretical 
grounds; not having used it in that disease. Some of the symptoms 
of the drug irimulate that disease very closely. 

Laryiix.'-'Hoarseness, after rising ; hoarseness ; unpleasant ful- 
ness in the pharynx ; constant inclination to cough for half an hour, 
caused b}r a tickling sensation in the larynx, at H p. m. An attempt 
to speak is followed by an inclination to cough ; slight dry cough 
four or five times, produced by tickling in the larynx; hoarseness 
in the evening ; short dry cough, several times during the evening, 
caused by tidkling in the larynx; fluent ooryza; cough, particularly 
at night, caused by tickling m the throat; very troublesome, hack- 
ing cough, of some month's standing. 

CuNicAL Bemabks. — ^Thc two last symptoms mentioned above 
are marked *^ curative'' in one of the provings. In my experience 
it has been used beneficially for coughs. It is well known that 
many laryngeal symptoms result from uterine irritation. The mor- 
bid excitation is transmitted through the medium of reflex action. 
The Cimicifuga is especially indicated in such cases, or when cough 
arises during pregnancy, or from amenorrhoea, etc. It is also use- 
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fal in those spasmodio actions of the larynx ocourring in hysterical 
females. 

Gbesti — ^The pain in the head continued for ten days, followed 
by coryza, with sore throat and a gradual extension of the disease 
to the bronchial mucous membrane ; dry, short and hacking cough, 
night and day, continuing two weeks, which is uncommon, the 
proyer not having had a catarrh or cold for several years ; acute 
pain in the ripht lung, extending from apex to base, about two 
mches to the nght of the sternum, aggravated b^ every inspiration, 
continuing for two hours, and gradually diminishing in mtensity 
until after retiring ; similar pain the next morning for half an hour, 
but much less severe; lancinating pain along the cartilages of the 
fijflo ribs, left side, increased by taking a long inspiration, soon i^- 
ter waking at three p. m. The same pain, very severe and piercing, 
BO as almost to prevent inspiration for a short time, immediately 
after retiring, between ten and eleven p. h., and continuing for half 
an hour ; soreness of the chest ; cold chills and prickling sensations 
during the day, in the (female) mammas ; prickling sensations in the 
breasts. Dr. Tully says it causes cardiac palpitations, which, though 
transient and fugitive, are often quite severe, with neuralgic pains 
through the chest In Drs. Hill and Douglas' proving, we find — 
Stitches in the region of the heart, or in the heart; pain in the lefb 
side of the chest. 

C^jmcAL Remabks.— Dr. Lee says ^Hhe Cimicifuga has been 
found a useful remedy in certain chronic affections of the pulmon- 
ary organs.** Dr. Garden, of Virginia, was the first writer who call- 
ed the attention of the profession to this article in this class of cases. 
Having observed its utility in domestic practice, he was induced to 
resor^ to it in his own case, which he considered one of '^ gastro- 
hepatio, or dyspeptic phthisis,'' though the physical signs are not 
given. The pnncipal symptoms were : a pulse of one hundred to 
one hundred and twenty, harrassing cough, purulent expectora- 
tion, pain in the right breast and side, hectic paroxysms, loss of 
flesh and stren^h, frequent hemoptysis, and great derangement in 
the fonctions of the stomach and liver. No other medicine was taken 
except the Cimicifuga, and to this, aided by a suitable regimen, the 
cure, which was completed within a few months, was wholly attri- 
butewl. Other cases of tuberculosis are given where striking bene- 
fit was derived from its use, and where the disease was evidently ar- 
rested by it. Dr. Garden used it in his own and other cases in doses 
of *< an ounce or two of the tincture of the root once or twice a day. 
The tincture was prepared with good rye whisky.'' He considers 
its effect on the head is the test of the extent to which it should be 
carried. Such gross abuse of a valuable remedy is worse than fool- 
ish. Just in the same manner does the dominant school advise Qui- 
nine to be given until it effects the head unpleasantly. But it is as 
unnecessary in the one as in the other. A few drops of the mother 
tincture, or lower dilutions, frequently repeated, will have a better 
and more lasting effect. Dr. Hildreth (allopathiq) says : '' In nearly 
every instance the pulse was reduced to near the natural stand- 
ard, the hectic symptoms disappeared, and with it the cough and 
16 
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other signs of phthisis.'* In acute phthisis, uncomplicated with much 
inflammation, Dr. H. states that he has often seen the most prompt 
action from the decoction, in throwing off febrile excitement, or the 
hectic paroxysms, allaying cough, reducing the rapidity and force of 
the pulse, and inducing gentle perspiration ; also, he has found it of 
the greatest benefit ^4n those intermittent congestions and inflam- 
mations, so frequent in the second and third stages of phthisis from 
atmospheric exposures.'* Prof. Lee says, " tl\ere is every reason to 
place considerable confidence in Cimicifuga in the early stages of 
tuberculosis, when there is a frequent hacking cough and other 
signs of the malady. We have used it for many years in such cases 
with much benefit, and have come to regard it as possessing almost 
specific power in allaying pulmonic irritability, thus abating cough, 
while it proves invigorating to the digestive organs. It speedily 
checks the diarrhoea and night sweats of phthisis." Dr. Wood 
thinks it proves useful in pulmonary complaints only by its allaying 
irritation through its sedative properties. Prof. Chapman has rank- 
ed it under the head of expectorants. This is all old school experi- 
ence. But we have good reason, judging from our provings, to 
expect muc]i from this remedyinsome pulmonary complaints. It 
cures cough, pains in the chest, dyspnoBS, fever, night sweats, and 
even diarrhoea. My own experience with it in this class of diseases 
has not been extensive, yet I have cured some harrassing coughs, 
with pains in the chest, difficulty of respiration and general debility, 
with the lower dilutions. In diseases of the lungs, bronchia, etc., it 
ranks with Aconite, Bryonia, Arnica, and Veratrum viride. In pleu- 
rodynia it has been used successfully in many cases. A student 
came to me complaining of a severe stitch between the sixth and 
seventh ribs of the right side. It had seized him suddenly and was 
agonisdngly intense. He stated that such attacks generally laid him 
up several days. He had usually taken Bryonia for it. Cimicifuga, 
first decimal, ten drops every half*hour, effected a cure in twenty-four 
hours. For those obstinate joams in tJie left aide^ which females so 
often complain of, this remedy is as nearly a specific as anything can 
be. Dr. Simpson (Obstetric memoirs, vol. 1. p. 21) inapaper on the 
diagnosis of uterine diseases^ mentions those ^^ sympathetic pains in 
different and distant parts of the body, " which are really reflex 
pains or neuralgias, caused by uterine irritation. Among these re- 
flex pains are — " pain in one or both mammaes " — ** pain under the 
left mammae and upon the edges of the rib on that side'' — *' pains 
in the right side " — ^pain in some of the vertebrae of the back*— pain 
in the sacral and lumbar regions — ^pains in the abdominal parietes 
— and pains in the joints extremities, head and face.'' For all these 
reflex pains, when dependent on uterine or ovarian disorder, there 
is no more useful remedy than Cimicifuga. But it is peculiarly use- 
ful in the '' pain under the left mammae." It occurs more commonly 
in unmarried females, and is probably as frequent in cases of ute- 
rine affections, as pain in the shoulder is in cases of hepatic affec- 
tions. The pain is sometimes diffused along the side, but more 
usually it is limited to a small spot not larger than a half-dollar. 
When it is not severe it is not affiected by the act of respiration, but in 
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more severe cases it is increased by deep inspiration, and many a poor 
patient has been bled, blistered, leeched, etc^ over and over again, 
under the idea that it was an indication of pleuritic inflammation.*' 
Dr. Simpson used the Cimicifuga in some of these severe and ob- 
stinate oases, and the pain rapidly subsided under its use. DUeasea 
of the heart may be cured or greatly palliated by Cimicifuga. The 
functional disorders of that organ, the palpitations, irregular ae* 
tion, etc., dependent on rheumatic or uterine irritation, are benefited 
by this remedy. In cases simulating angina pectoris I have 
found it useful. In one instance, the p^n, or rather intense anxiety 
about the heart, with pain in the shoulder (left) and extending 
down the left arm, (the shoulder and upper arm feel as if bound to 
the side*') — ^all subsided under its action after taking three drops 
three times a day for a week. It has occasionally appeared since, 
but promptly disappears after a single dose of Cimicifuga. In one 
case of pericarditis following an attack of inflammatory rheumatism. 
Dr. Marcy observed excellent effects from the use of the third 
dilution. It is better than Digitalis in heart affections, for while 
it controls abnormal action it invigorates the nervous system and 
the general dition of the patient. It does not interfere with diges- 
tion as does Digitalis. 

Back, — Stiffness of the neck ; drawing pain in lumbar region/; 
pulsating pain in the lumbar region ; in the morning, on bending 
the neck forward, he experienced a severe drawing, tensive pain, at 
the points of the spinous processes of the three upper dorsal verte- 
bwB, which continued for several hours ; trembling and weakness 
in the back; weak trembling ; pain in the small of the back; same 
tired feeling in the back, extending from the region of the kidneys to 
the sacrum, relieved by rest and increased by motion; dull, heavy 
aching in the small of the back, extending to the sacrum; duU pain 
behind the right scapula ; stitches in the back, below the right 
scapula ; dull pain in the region of the lower dorsal and upper 
lumbar vertebrsB ; pain below the lefli scapula ; pains as of boils 
on the back and extremities ; cramping in the muscles of the neck 
on moving the head, first in the left, afterwards in the right side ; 
occasional slight pain in either scapula and right shoulder ; weight 
and pain in the lumbar and sacral regions, sometimes extending all 
around the body, somewhat below the crest of the ileum ; rheu- 
matic pains in the muscles of the neck and back ; a feeling of stiffness 
and contraction; feeling of weight in the small of the back; 
drawing pain in a single muscle between the right scapula and spine 
for some hours. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^The Cimiciftiga exercises an undonbted 
influence over the spinal cord, or its membranes, and fortius reason 
is capable of curing many affections arising tjierefrom. In true 
apinai irritation^ which is a functional disease of the spinal marrow, 
this medicine is of great value. In this disease the spinal tenderness, 
and all the painful symptoms, is accompanied by no organic change 
in the cord or the vertebrae. The cavM of this disease, says Wood, 
is not well understood. It occurs most frequently in women, and 
especially during the menstrual period. It would seem^ tJiere- 
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fore to have some connection with the uterus. Of the exciting 
causes, changes in the weather are probably among the most fre- 
quent. Mental disturbance seems to be capable of inducing it. The 
most rational view of the nature of the disease, is, that the affection 
is seated essentially in the ligaments of the Yertebrsij and is gene- 
rally of a rheumatic or gouty character. It is readily conceived 
that irritation may be propagated firom this structure to the nervous 
tissue of the cord, or at least to the nerves which proceed from the 
oord, and receive as they pass an envelop of the diseased tissue.'* In 
this affection I use the remedy internally and externally. The Cimi- 
dfugain drop doses of the first decimal— or Oimicifugin first decimal 
or one hundredth, and apply a lotion of one part of the tincture to 
ten of water. Dr. Cleveland considers it specific for that painful 
aSection— crick in the back. This may be only a symptom of 
hmi^bago^ but is in some cases due to a rupture of some of 
the fibres of those ligaments which connect the spinous pro- 
cesses. Dr. Simpson and ,the editor of the Lancet consider 
the Oimicifuga almost specific in lumbago. Our provings ^ve 
us ample basis upon which to select this medicine. It causes 
nearly all the symptoms of lumbago, as well as rheumatism of 
the dorsal and other muscles of the back. It is homoBopathic to 
that affection which Dr. Liman so correctly describes in his work 
on "Spinal Irritation" — a weakness (atony) of the muscles 
attached to the spinous processes, etc. With regard to the dose 
to be resorted to in these afiections, I would advise the lowest 
attenuations, for the reason that the rheumatic or neuralgic affec- 
tions are caused by Oimicifuga, secondarily. I have never received 
inudi benefit in those diseases :6rom any dilution or trituration 
higher than the third. The physician should not hesitate in 
obstinate cases to resort to drop doses of the mother tincture. If 
we do gert up a slight medicinal aggravation, it cannot do as much 
harm as the continuance of the disease we are trying to combat. 

Superior llxtreiiiitles. — Dull pain in the right arm, deep in the 
muscles, extending from the shoulder to the wrist, continumg dur- 
ing the next day ; itching and redness of the dorsal surface of the 
right hand, in the afternoon, and especially in the evening; a single 
pimple on the dorsal surface of the left hand, secreting a little 
pus at the apex, disappearing in three or four days ; itching of the 
dorsal surface of the left hand and wrist, particularly on the dorsal 
surface of the thumb, in the evening ; small red papula first ap- 
peared, becoming, after slight irritation, a diffused redness, which 
disappeared in a few hours, but could be reproduced at any time 
by slightly irritating the sur&ce. This symptom gradually disap- 
peared in a few days. Dr. TuUy says it causes neuralgic pains m 
the extremities. It has caused some pains in the arms, with a 
numbing sensation, as if a nerve had been compressed. These pains 
were first felt in the shoulder, and passed down the arm and then 
the forearm, producing a very pecidiar, lame, numb, and sometimes 
cramping sensation, as in heart disease. Sinular pains in the legs, 
but more severe and constant in the upper part of the thigh, about 
the hip joint and inguinal region. (Sciatica.) 
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Lower Sxlrenltlet.— Stinging in the left great toe, for a moment, 
on the lower surface, and afterwards on the upper, in the afternoon; 
daU, aching, burning pun in the second joint of the right great toe, 
extending up the limb, continuing an hour, j&om eight to nine p. 
M. ; the same pain, less severe, on the third evening. 

Clinical KsmIbks. — It has been used with benefit in SctatioOj 
and other rheumatdo affections of the extremities. Dr. Maroy 
writes : ^^ We have been in the habit of employing this remedy 
occasionally in rheumatic affections, during the past eighteen years. 
We have prescribed all doses, from the nauseous decoction of the 
old school, to the highest homcBopathio attenuation, and good re- 
sults have followed both forms of the medicine— although experi- 
ence has long since tapght us to rely upon the latter form. It is 
most serviceable in articular rheumatism of the lower extremities— 
with much swelling and heat in the affected parts, and pain on mov- 
ing the parts. Like Bryonia, it exercises a special control over 
inflanmiation of serous membranes; but its range of action, and con- 
sequently its M>plicabilitv in rheumatic affections, are decidedly 
inferior to this drug." The Cimicifuga may be inferior to Bryonia 
in its action on serous tissues, but it is far superior to that 
drug in its influence on nervous tissues^ or rather the neurilemma 
or fibrous portion of nerve structure. Bryonia does not cause 
or cure rheumatico-neuralgic pains, while Cimicifuga doesy in an 
eminent degree. Bryonia has no influence over reflex-nervous 
pams, cramps, etc., while Cimicifuga controls many such abnormal 
manifestations. 



COILINSONIA CANADENSIS. 

{Ox'Bidm. Kntft^Itoot. HarirHack. BUm-Roat,) 

This plant is found in the Eastern and Northern States. It is 
herbaceous, with broad, cordate, ovate, smooth, opposite leaves; 
the flowers in terminal panicles of a yellowish violet color ; flower- 
ing from July to September. The whole plant has a peculiar bal- 
samic smell, which is milder and pleasanter in the flowers than in 
the root, this having a somewhat rank, disagreeable odor. It has 
a warm and pungent taste. The plant grows to the height of two 
feet, with ^ perennial, knotty root. It contains a volatile oil, — a 
resin, tannin, gallic acid, starcll gum, sugar, and a peculiar, bitter, 
neutral principle, CoUinsanin. ''The medicinal virtues of this 
plant has been pretty extensively tested in domestic, if not in regu- 
lar practice, and is regarded as tonic, astringent, diaphoretic, and 
diuretic With some practitioners, it ranks very high as an altera- 
tive, especially in chronic affections of the genito-urinary organs, as 
cystitis, catarrh of the bladder, gravel, leucorrhoea. By the com- 



,iaWf i/BRARY. STANFORD \iH\M^^^ 



126 NEW HOMCEOPATfflO PROVINGS. 

mon people it is highly esteemed as a remedy for headache, colic, 
indigestion; while many cases of dropsy have been reported to 
have been cared by it. Its influence over the secernent and absorb- 
ent systems is strongly marked. Like all aromatics, it produces an 
agreeable feeling of warmth in the stomach, increasing the force 
and frequency of the pulse, and the warmth of the surface ; while 
it diffuses a pleasant glow over the system, without any special 
influence on the cerebral functions. Its effects seem rather mani- 
fested on the organic and sympathetic systems and the capillary 
circulation." — (Prof. Lee — ^Allopathic.) This is about as definite as 
an old school writer usually writes about any medicinal agent. It 
leaves the student in a state of profound uncertainty as to the 
real nature of its action. Let us be sincerely thankful that Hahne- 
mann gave us a system of drug-proving, whereby we may escape 
from the uncertainties of old medicine. I have not been able to 
get an extended proving of this plant, but have noted some character- 
istic symptoms from its use, and have collected a good many clinical 
observations, which may serve us as a guide until we obtain a good 
p«thojg:enesis. ^^ In the mountains and hills of Virginia, Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Georgia,'' says Rafinesque, ^' this genus is consid- 
ered a panacea, and used outwardly and inwardly in many disor- 
ders. It is used as a poultice and wash for bruises, sores, blows, 
Mis, wounds, sprains, contusions, and taken like tea for headache, 
colics, cramps, dropsy, indigestion, etc." It is therefore used much 
as the common people in Germany use Arnica^ which it somewhat 
resembles in Fome of its general effects on the system. 

Head. — Slight fullness of the head ; throbbing in the head. 

Clinical Kemabks. — ^I am inclined to think it only useful in 
gastric and hsemorrhoidal headaches. In headaches from indiges- 
tion, I have known relief to follow promptly upon its administra- 
tion. 

Cfastric Symptoms. — ^Vomiting (from small doses of the fresh 
root) ; vomiting, with pwn and heat in the stomach ; cramp-like 
pain in the stomach, with naiXsea ; sensation as of flatulence in the 
stomach ; rumbling in the stomach and bowels ; agreeable feel- 
ing of warmth in the stoniach, with general glow of the system ; 
increases the ^petite ; excessive appetite. 

Clinical Ksmabks. — ^In indigestion, from want of tone of the 
stomach, and associated with constipation and hsemorrhoids, it 
rivals Nux vomica. Both eclectic and allopathic physicians con- 
sider it a valuable remedy for the expulsion of flatulence and the 
relief of spasms of the stomach and intestines. Coe says (Cone. 
Org. Med.) " no better remedy can possibly be had for the relief of 
cramp in the stomach, flatulent and bilious colics, and all spasmodic 
affections of the stomach and back.^ Drs. Fowler and Carroll have 
found it promptly curative in many cases of indigestion, loss of 
appetite, etc. 

Intestines, Stool, etc — Constipation, with a good deal of flatu- 
lence ; sluggish stool, with distention of the abdomen ; heat and 
itching of the anus; hsBmorrhoidal tumors; the hemorrhoids 
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re-appear while taking the medicine for pulmonary heemorrhage ; 
loose, papescent stool ; diarrhoea, with nausea. 

CiJNiCAL Remarks. — ^It has a really wide reputation in afTections 
of the bowels and rectum. Coe says, '^ in diseases of the bowels 
and rectum it stands unrivalled. We have experienced its sanative 
influence in diarrhoea in our own person." It is useful in diarrhoea, 
dysentery, and oholera-infiuitum. The specific homoeopathic indi- 
cations for its use in intestinal disorders are about as follows : In 
dicerrhceci^ when the discharges are mucus, or papescent, or watery, 
with cramp-like and spasmodic pains in the bowels, also vomiting 
or nausea. In the diarrhoea of children, so apt to be accompanied 
with colic, cramps, flatulence, etc., it has proved an excellent reme- 
dy (in the 3rd dilution). In the so-called haemorrhoidal df/aenten/j 
it has proved curative in the hands of many of my correspond- 
ents. The discharges are of bloody mucus, and are accom- 
panied with tenesmus, spasmodic tormina, expulsion of scybala, 
coated with bloody mucus, heat and burning in the rectum. 
In GonstipaHon^ it has been used very successfully by 
some of our best practitioners. Dr. Carroll writes (N". A. 
Jour., vol. 6, p. 646,) : " In cases of habitual constipation 
it is invaluable, producing not a mere transient relief, but cor- 
recting, apparently in a permanent manner, the morbid condi- 
tion of the digestive system. I say apparently, for, although I 
have tested its virtues with success in a good many instances, I 
have only known of it for a year, and consequently cannot say how 
enduring its remedial action may prove. 1 may only say^ that in* 
my own case, having been for fifteen years suffering from the 
reactive eflects of a series of cathartics administered with syste- 
matic cruelty during my infancy, I succeeded a little more than a 
year ago in overcoming, by a month's use of the CoUinsonia, the 
existing condition of affairs, and since that time I have not been 
obliged to recur to it for aid." Indeed, it has so far proved invari- 
ably remedial in all troubles depending on constipation.. Dr. 
FowUr^ in Cases I, II, and III, recorded below, gives its excellent 
results in obstinate and habitual constipation, associated with 
haBmorrhoids. I have used it in severa|^imilar cases, and so far with 
the best results. ^The most remarkable influences of the CoUinsonia,'* 
says Coe, "are observable in haemorrhoids iind other diseases of the 
rectum. The most inveterate and chronic cases are relieved, and 
frequently cured, by this remedy alone. We have known it to act 
promptly in suppressing haemorrhage from the bowels (?), and in 
relievmg those distressing pains characteristic of hsemorrhoidal 
afTections." We have also n'om homoeopathic sources some valu- 
able testimony relating to the curative power of CoUinsonia in 
haemorrhoids. Dr. E. Y. Fowler (North Amer. Journal of Homoeo- 
pathy, vol. 6, p. 80,) writes : " Some two years since I remarked to 
a friend and patient that I was honored with a number of cases of 
obstinate hcBmorrhoidSy and that I reaUy wished that I possessed 
some means of curing them, without danger of entailing some 
more serious disorder. My friend replied that he could teU me of 
a remedy, and remarked that two or three years ago he was an 
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absolute martyr, in fact crippled with haemorrhoids." The remedy 
was Collinsonia, and this patient was cared by the following prepara- 
tion : A small handful oi the chopped root was put into a quart of 
water, and it was boiled down to a pint. This he took three times 
a day, — a small wine-glass full. He was cured in two weeks. 
This gentleman added that he ^* had made some most "remarkable 
cures among his friends." Dr. Fowler adds : " Upon his descrip- 
tion of the root, I remembered having in early boyhood gathered 
from the woods some of the same kind of root for an old gentle- 
man, who was by its use fully freed from haemorrhoids of over 
twenty-five years standing." Dr. F. reports the following cases : 
Case 1. " Mr. J. E. J., whose sufferings from haemorrhoids rendered 
his life almost a burthen, and completely disabled him from busi- 
ness. I gave him two or three handsful, and directed him to use it 
in the manner described to me by my friend. He commenced its 
use, but found that it acted as an emetic. I then told him to take 
a dessert spoonful twice a day. This he did without disturbance 
to the stomach, and in somewhat less than three weeks reported 
himself to us, to use his o\»n words, Hhe humble and grateful sub- 
ject of a real miracle — cured.' About two months after he had a 
slight return of the old trouble, but after taking the Collinsonia 
four days, was again welL My attention was attracted to another 
feature in this case. For years the patient had been a victim of 
most resolute constipation, and never had relief without the aid of 
enemas ; and as these could not be administered without irritation 
and pain, the consequence was, that about four or five days were 
allowed to intervene between each time. The patient said that he 
was not more surprised at the rapid cure of such an old chronic 
complaint as the haemorrhoids, than by the fact that the remedy 
had established a free and natural daily action of the bowels, which 
continued after the use of the medicine was suspended. Before 
the second attack he became again constipated, and was again 
reliei^d as before. He also attributed a cessation of dyispeptic 
troubles and an increase of appetite, which was never more than 
indifferent, to the use of the drug. But, whether this may have 
been owing to the direct ac^n of the drug upon the stomach, or 
whether it may have been a secondary effect from relieving the 
intestines, is, of course,, difficult to dedae." 

Case 2. "Was a gentleman afflicted with 'flowing piles,' 
who had submitted to Smost every kind of treatment, both local 
and that addressed through the system, and invariably leaving the 
successive doctors' hands in a more miserable condition than he 
entered them. He had, in fact, come to consider medicine as a 
downright humbug, and came to me in a state of incredulity, only 
by having heard of some of the cures that I had made with Collin- 
sonia. This patient was troubled with alternate constipation and 
diarrhoea, and the haemorrhage was incessant, though not pro- 
fuse. He was light complexioned, thin, nervous, and dyspeptic. 
I put him on one tablespoonful of the decoction three 
times a day. For the first week the action seemed to be 
almost wholly confined to the kidneys, and just as I was upon the 
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point of considering the case non-amenable to the remedy, the renal 
action ceased, and the haemorrhoids began to be relieved. Gradu- 
ally the bowels gained a regular, normal, peristaltic action, the 
appetite and power of digestion became improved, and at the end 
of eight weeks, the patient pronounced himself in every respect 
well — ^in mind, as well as boay. 

CoAt Srd. " Was an engineer of extreme bilious, nervous 
temperament. He came to me for Varicocele^ which was consider- 
able, and at times irritable. He had extreme constipation, and 
from various indications I deemed his complaint consequent upon 
constipation, and having observed the effect of Collinsonia in this 
respect, I gave it to him in the same manner as I had done to the 
precediug cases. I do not remember the exact length of time that 
he was under my charge ; it was less, however, than four weeks, 
the action of the bowek became regular and natural, and the vari- 
cocele disappeared. This was about a year ago and he has remained 
well since.' 

CoBeUh. *' This case was a lady who sufierred from a bad 
form of fuBmorrhoidej also from terrible dyamenorrhoea. Gave her 
the GolUnsonia, as I had given it to the others, and at the end of 
ox or seven weeks the hoBmorrhoids were gone, and she had been 
exempt from dysmenorrhoea. She has since had one or two slight 
returns of heBmorrhoids, but which have rapidly yielded to a two 
day's use of this remedy. In this case there was almost constant 
diarrhoea and loss of appetite; the diarrhoaa ceased, and the appetite 
became, as the lady thought, * quite indelicate'." Dr. Fowler found 
it " an excellent remedy for the tenesemus of dysentery.'' " So far 
as my experience goes, this root seems to be a prime remedy for 
h^Bmorrhoidsy dysmenorrhoea^ constipation^ and dyspepsia^ in fact 
it seems to be soothing to aU inflammation of the lower viscera.'' 

Urinary Organs. — ^' For the first week its action seemed to be 
almost wholly confined to the kidneys. — "(Fowler). Probably in 
increasing the amount of urine, as it is a diuretic, 

Cllsioll BBaiA.BKs. — King says, " it is used in gravely catarrh 
of the bladdery and urinary disorders.^' Jones & Scudder record 
that it is esteemed diuretiCy and has been used in dropsies, and 
chronic diseases of the urinary passages ; it is reputed lithontriptiCy 
but we doubt its capability of dissolving urinary concretions, 
although it may be serviceable in allaying the irritation caused by 
them.'" Prof, Lee says it is a " valuable alterative in chronic dis- 
eases of the genito-urinary organs." Some patients of mine have 
related to me some extraordinary cures by means of this remedy^ 
of "gravel,'' of which they were once victims. What the real dis- 
order was I could not determine, although from the description of 
the patients it must have been some chronic affection of the kidneys 
or bladder, in which calculi was present. We may safely deduce, 
from our actual knowledge of its virtues, that it will be found more 
useful in chronic than acute affections of the urinary organs. It will 
probably prove useful in chronic cjrstitis, urethritis and nephritis ; 
also in affections of the bladder arising from diseases of the rectum. 

17 
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Genital Organs of Women. — ^Dr. Carroll thinks that it is capable 
of producing abortion in the early months of uterine gestation. 

Clinical Remarks. — It is said to be curative in some forms of 
leucorrhoaa. It has cured, in the hands of homoBopathic practitioners, 
leucorrhcea, prolapsus, dysmenorrhcea, etc., as the following cases 
will show. It will strike the critical reader, however, that nearly 
idl the abnormal conditions of the uterine organs were really de- 
pendent upon disease of the rectum or bowels, as constipation or 
piles, and that when the CoUinsonia removed the latter diseases, 
the uterine disorder disappeared. It is too often overlooked by the 
careless and unobservant physician, that a prolapsus or retroversion 
may be caused by constipation; a pruritus or leucorrhoBa, by 
haemorrhoids, and even a congested cervix by an acute or chronic 
dysentery. It seems very probable that it will be found curative in 
vicarious meJistruationy when the substitutive bleeding is from 
the hsemorrhoidal veins. In Amenorrhea from congestion of the 
uterus aud pelvic viscera, it may be found beneficial. In menorrha- 
gia from the same cause, it will prove equally useful. Abortion 
may be prevented by it use, when that accident is impending, as a 
result of constipation, piles, etc. I am not prepared to believe, 
however, that its action on the uterus is direct, hysmenorrho&a. — 
We cannot find any recommendation for the use of this drug in 
painful menstruation in the literature of the allopathic schools, but 
it appears to have been used successfully by homceopathists in that 
affection. Dr. A. L. Carroll, of New York, (N". A. Jour, of Hom. 
Vol. 6, page 646,) says : " In dysmenorrhcea its action is most 
powerful-^so powerful that I am led to believe it capable, during 
the early periods of utero-gestation, of producing abortion. In no 
instance that has fallen under my notice, has it failed to relieve 
promptly this menstrual derangement, which is so common among 
gU classes of women in our climate, and I am convinced that when 
inore extensively known it will be found a specific in this form of 
disease." Dr. Fowler, "case four'' — under the head of Haemor- 
rhoids reports a cure of dysmenorrhcea, complicated with piles, loss 
of appetite, and constant diarrhcea. Dr. Snelling adds his testimony 
to Dr. Carroll's, in regard to its efficancy in dysmenorrhcea. " There 
is no doubt," he remarks, *'that it exercises a strong specific 
influence over the female organs of generation, as we have also seen 
distressing symptoms of pruritics, and prolapsus of the womb yield 
under its use. ^^ A lady aged about 35, unmarried, had sufferred 
for a long time past with all the distressing symptoms of a uterine 
prolapsus, complicated with pruritus, dysmenorrhcea, and most 
obstinate constipation. She had been for some time under the care 
of a distinguished practitioner for the prolapsus uteri, who, after 
relieving the more urgent symptoms, and restoring somewhat the 
tone of her system, told her that her only safety lay in avoiding 
constipation ; and to this end prescribed a cathartic pill, which was 
to be taken as occasion required. Under this course she was 
gradually but steadily retrogading. Each recurring menstrual 
period brought its days of acute suffering, and confinement to the 
bed. Every movement of the bowels was accomplished ouly by the 
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aid of a strong cathartic, and this had come to be an act of suffering 
and dread from the painful prolapsus of the womb at these times. 
The bowels refusing to act, it became necessary frequently to repeat 
again and again the opening pills, before their torpor could be over- 
come, and then a quick succession of copious and debilitating liquid 
stools would leave her prostrate for days. She thus alternated be- 
tween a state of absolute inaction of the bowels, with its train of 
attendant evils, and the exhaustion consequent upon hypercatharsis. 
April 3d. — She was put upon three erain doses of Collinsonia can. 
one quarter trit, three per diem, with directions to abstain from the 
use of the habitual cathartic as long as was possible for her to do 
so ; no other change whatever was made. Twenty-four hours had 
elapsed since the bowels had moved. Slight pains at times in the 
back and uterine regions, with distressing pruritus. Appetite small, 
pulse normal. April 6th. — Natural movements of the bowels 
without other assistance. No other effects. April 7th and 8th. — 
Healthy movements from the bowels. April 10th. — Much improved 
in every respect ; constipation entirely removed ; symptoms 
altogether so marked better that the medicine was discontinued 
for one week. During this week the monthly turn passed over, 
with much less than the usual amount of suffering, though some 
imprudence in diet was followed by colicky pains in the abdomen ; 
these, however, passed over. At the end of the week the constipa- 
tion having somewhat returned the remedy was resumed, followed 
in twenty-four hours by a natural movement from the bowels. The 
medicine was continued for one week and then given up. The 
relief was complete and permanent. No subsequent symptoms 
made their appearance, and a few days since she expressed herself 
as perfectly and entirely well, " without an ache or a pain.'* Dur- 
ing the course of the administration of the remedy, the pruritus, 
dysmenorrhoBa, and symptoms of prolapsus uteri, were quietly and 
completely removed.*' It may be that Collinsonia does not act 
specifically and directly upon the uterus, but cures congestions, 
pains, prolapsus, etc., by removing diseased conditions from other 
pelvic viscera. 

Geoital Organs of Men. — ^It has proved useful in gleet. It is indi- 
cated in spermatorrhoea from hsemorrhoids and constipation. Dr. 
Fowler (case 3rd) cured a case of varicocele from the above men- 
tioned causes. 

Bcsptratory Organs.— We find no mention in Allopathic or 
eclectic tharapeutics, of the use of Collinsonia in affections of the 
pulmonary organs. It has, however, been used in the new school 
with success. The following case illustrating the use of Collinsonia 
in pulmonary hemorrhage was reported by 3r. Liebold^ of Newark, 
N. J., in the North American Journal^ vol. 7, page 494. " On tha 
evening of the 11th of August last I was called in haste to the 
bedside of Mr. G., an American about forty years of age, who had 
just the third attack of pulmonary hemorrhage under Allopathio 
medication, in the space of four days. He had lost about a pint of 
moderately fresh looking blood each time, but this time more than 
previoosly. The history of the case was, that he had '^infiamma- 
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tion of the Itings " two years ago treated allopathically. Tip to this 
day he was comparatiyely well, and could assign no cause for his 
present sickness. On the first day he got sick he passed blood per 
anjam too, but not subsequently. With a short hacking cough, he 
raised almost without intermission, and spat very tough and dark 
coagula of blood, as large as a bean, enveloped in viscid phlegm. 
Of course he felt somewhat uneasy in his chest, but had no pain. I 

Eut him on JTamamelis Virginica for the next three days but the 
emorrhage returned twice, on the 12th and 14th, although dimin- 
ished ; the spitting of blood remained about the same. Then I gave 
Ferrurnroceticum ; for twenty-four hours, some hemorrhage. 
Lycopus virginicus for twenty-four hours. 

August 16th. No better. Complains of great inconvenience 
from constipation. Gave CaUinaonia Canadensis one-fourth, one 
powder every three hours (having in view only its gentle laxative 
power). The next morning I was greeted, •* Well, Doctor, that 
M the right remedy, that wSl cure me,'' and so it did almost. 1 say 
almost, for notwithstanding he took it up to. the 25 th, "by and by 
at longer intervals,'' there appeared for the last four days, two or 
three times blood in his sputa. The cure was completed by Conium 
first, in two days. Saw him well to-day. The Cottinsonia can. 
acted in this case not in the least on the bowels, more on the 
kidneys, but developed an admirable carminative power. So also 
said a lady who took it for dysmenorrhoBa, and who called them 
only by the name of "wind-powders." Mr. G. never had 
hemorrhoids." 



CORNUS CIRCINATA. 

(^Bound-leaved dog-wood, Qreen Otter,) 

This is a shrub from six to ten feet high, with warty branches, 
large, roundish, pointed leaves, waved on their edges and downy 
beneath, and white fiowers disposed in depressed cymes. The fruit 
IB blue. The bark, when fresh, is of a bright green color; when 
dried, is in quills, of a whitish or ash color ; its taste is bitter, 
astringent and aromatic. The plant grows on hill-sides and banks 
of rivers. It fiowers in June and July. 

Wood, Leb, and nearly all the allopathic authorities make but 
dight mention of this variety of Comus. With characteristic want 
of accurate knowledge, they assert that all the varieties of this 
plant possess the same medical virtues. The general effects of all 
may have a general resemblance, but each has a peculiar action of 
its own upon the human system. 

Cteneralities. — Dark and bilious stools with griping and tenes- 
mus ; dysenteric symptoms ; bowel complaints generally, with pains 
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in the bowels before, dnring, and after the disohargea ; general 
debility, and impaired mental energy, with great drowsiness; 
Inlious derangements ; dull, heavy sensation in the head ; shooting, 
adiing, or throbbing pains in the head ; diiq)OBition to perspire on 
slight exertion ; nausea, loss of appetite, bitter taste, lassitude ; 
symptoms resembling jaundice; cholera' in&ntum; diarrhoea, with 
excessiye debility and nervous excitability ; chilliness, followed by 
flushes of heat and sweat ; sleep unrefreshing, and disturbed by 
unpleasant dreams; diarrhcea, with great prostration of the 
whole body. 

Clinical Rsmabk.— Dr. Marcy found it curative in all the coih 
ditions mentioned above. 

Skin. — Itching of the scalp, lees, and feet, increased by scratch* 
ing or rubbing, and succeeded by a painful burning sensation ; 
aggravation of an habitual scurfy eruption of the sc^p ; amelior- 
ation of a long standing herpetic eruption while under the infln* 
ence of the drug ; occasional paroxysms of itching of the skin of 
the back, legs, and feet, mostly at night; fine scarlet rash on the 
breast, attended with itching; itohmg in various parts of the 
body ; burning sensation over the whole face ; skin covered with 
a copious clammy perspiration ; itching around the genital organs ; 
itching and burning sensation over the whole body ; pricking sen- 
sation in the arms and legs. 

CiJiacAL Reicabks. — ^These symptoms would seem to bear out 
the popular belief that it is a good ^^ blood purifier." Dr. Beach, 
a veteran of the Botanic school, says : — ^' it is valuable in salt- 
rheum, scrofula, cancerous humors, itch, and aU cutaneous diseases.'' 
A sweeping assertion truly I It might be classed among our and- 
psorics. 

leyer.— Flushes of heat, followed by easy general perspiration ; 
chilly sensations, succeeded by transient flushes of heat ; congestion 
of blood to the head and face ; throbbing pains in the temples and 
vertex ; flushes of heat and coldness in alternation ; followed by 
cold perspiration ; soreness of the scalp ; aching pains in the eye- 
balls ; rumbling of wind in the bowels ; stitches in the chest and 
under the scapula ; sense of debility and fatigue ; heaviness of the 
head ; drowsiness ; nausea ; dull pain in the forehead and vertex ; 
copious general clammy perspiration, succeeded by general chil- 
Uness ; transient flashes of heat pervading the whole body, with 
shooting pains through the brain; heaviness of the eyelids; peevish- 
ness ; aversion to meat and bread; and itching of the legs, thighs, 
and around the genital organs; head and face hot; coldness, fol- 
bwed by flashes of heat and perspiration ; general itching of the 
skin ; loss of appetite ; drowsiness ; and griping pains in the bowels. 

Clinical Kbmarks. — In certain forms of bilious remittent fever, 
if the gastric and intestinal symptoms correspond, thb medicine 
will be found useful. Prqfessor Ives says this variety of Dog- 
wood, resembles the pale Penivian Bark. (C. Lancifolia.) It is 
used in domestic practice as an anti-periodic. (See C. floHda,^ 

Sleep. — ^Profound sleep during the night ; drowsiness and lassi- 
tude; very great drowsiness, and disposition to perspire; sleep 
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disturbed by frightful dreams ; very sound, but unrefreshing sleep ; 
very great disposition to sleep, with entire loss of mental and 
physical energy ; sleep disturbed by fulness and pressure in the 
hesid; sleepy, and weak during the day, with dull pains in the 
head, back, and limbs ; stupid and sleepy feeling with nausea, and 
burning of the face, hands and feet. 

Clinical Rbmasks.— Those physicians who have had to deal 
much with bilious disorders, will recognize the above symptoms as 
bearing a striking similarity to those which precedes a bilious fever, 
hepatic congestion, jaundice, or even an ague. Should the totality 
of the symptoms correspond, it is quite likely that the use of the 
Cornus c. will prevent the establishment of either of those affec- 
tions. 

Mind and Sensorinm. — Drowsiness ; confusion of ideas ; indif- 
ference with respect to subjects which usually interest; drowsi- 
ness, with entire disinclination to mental or corporeal exertion ; 
depression of spirits ; difficulty in fixing the mind, and in attend- 
ing to ordinary business ; mind confused, stupid, with inability to 
concentrate it upon any subject — worse toward night; lightness 
of the head; great depression of spirits, and petulence; very 
great disposition to sleep, with apathy and indifference; feeling 
of indolebce, and loss of energy ; lassitude, confusion of ideas, 
vertigo ; giddiness, and lightness of head, worse on shaking it or 
on stooping ; dread of mSdng any exertion. 

Clinical Rbmabks.— The suggestions offered under the pre- 
ceding paragraph, are also applicable here ; the stupor, indifference, 
etc., fdl resemble the premonitory symptoms of disordered condi- 
tions of the liver. In hypochondriaffls it^ will be found curative, 
when arising from hepatic torpor. 

Head. — Dull, heavy pain in the whole head, with drowsiness, the 
headache increased by walking, stooping or shaking the head; 
sense of fulness in the head relieved by a copious stool ; dull pain 
in the forehead ; aching pains through the temples, and on the 
top of the head ; confused feeling in the head, and sense of fulness 
in the brain, with unusual heat in the head and face; congestion 
of blood to the head and face ; throbbing pains in the vertex, and 
soreness of the scalp; heavy, aching pains in the head, with 
almost irresistible desire to sleep ; drawmg sensation (pain) from 
the back of the head to the nose ; dull throbbing pains in the 
temples and side of the head ; deep seated, pulsating pains in the 
occipital and parietal regions ; deep seated, dull pains under the 
centre of the skull ; dull pain in the back of the head ; pul- 
sations extending from the front to the back part of the head ; 
Severe pulsative pains in the temporal regions, which passed off 
during the evening and night ; heavy, confused feeling in the top 
of the head]; slight, tensive aching pains through the whole brain ; 
slight pain over the right supra-orbital ridge; dull pain in the 
forehead and vertex ; flushes of heat in the head and face ; heat 
in the top of the head; head feels light and giddy, worse on 
shaking the head, or on stooping; shooting pains through the 
whole brain ; drawing pains in the back part of the head, and in 
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the nape of the neck ; sense of falness and pressure in the head, 
preventing sound sleep. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^Dr. Marcy found it curative in cases 
when there was — "Dull heavy sensations in the head; shoot^ 
ing, aching or throbbing pains in the head." It would seem 
to be indicated in various forms of bilious headache. One partic- 
ular form of bilious cephalalgia is well represented in the symptom 
— "Sense of fulness m the head, relieved by a copious stool.** 
Allopathic physicians, noticed long ago that some forms of head- 
ache were relieved by free evacuations from the bowels, occurring 
spontaneously. This led to the use and abuse of cathartics in head 
affections generally. I have treated many cases of habitual head- 
ache, which were relieved naturally, by diarrhoea, in which the 
pains in the head and the subsequent diarrhcea symptoms corres- 
ponded well with the above. In such cases it should be tested. 

Ijres. — Aching pains through the eyeballs; heaviness of the 
eyelids; eyes sunken; yellowish tinge of the conjuctiva; hollow- 
ness of the eyes ; dark circle under the eyes ; sense of weight 
around the eyes ; very dull sensations over the eyeballs ; sense of 
contractipn around the eyes; eyes dull and heavy, as after a 
debauch ; sore pain in the eyeballs. 

Clinical Remarks.— The " aching pains through the eyelids,** 
are with some patients always premonitory of an attack of ague, or 
a bilious fever. We find it prevents a jaundice and bilious headache. 
The " yellow tinge of the conjunctiva " is often one of the first 
symptoms of jaundice. Dr. Marcy found it useful in " symptoms 
resembling jaundice.'* (See remarks under "««oo/.'') Dr. feeach 
says it is useful for " inflamed eyes.'* This is about as correct an 
indication as Botanies usually have. TheoreticaUy^ I would 
strongly recommend it in ulcerations of the cornea ; ulcers of the 
conjunctiva, from scrofula, or apthous ophthalmia; also for herpes 
of the eyelids. It should be used internally, and a wash or col- 
lyrium. (See remarks under the head of " mouth.'') 

lose. — Itching of the nasal mucous membrane ; coryza early in 
the morning ; prickling sensation in the nasal canal ; severe prick- 
ling sensation in the bony part of the nose. 

Month and Throat.— Tongue covered with a thin, yellowish fur ; 
insipid taste and clammy mouth ; tongue covered with a whitish 
far, with dry mouth and throat; pungent taste in the mouth; 
bitter taste in the mouth ; smarting m the mouth and throat ; bad 
taste in the mouth, with loss of appetite ; white fur on the tongue, 
with desire for cold drinks. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The above symptoms are those found ia 
bilious affections generally. But it is a little remarkable that no 
symptoms of ulceration, inflammation, or apthae of mucous mem- 
brane of the mouth were elicited in this proving. Perhaps 
stronger doses would have caused more decided lesions. During the 
early part of my practice I was surprised, and sometimes mortified, 
at the facility with which my patients would cure " sore months,'' 
wiUi the decoction ot the bark of the green osier^ after I bad vainly 
used mercury, nitrio acid, sulphuric acid and other remedies laid 
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down in our books. In c^thotis stomcUitis of children, and even in 
stomatitis matemay 1 have known it to effect a prompt cure after 
all other means had been used in vain. £yen in mercurial salivation 
it will arrest the diseased process, but not so surely and per- 
manently as chlorate of potash. ^ In tdceration of the buccal mucous 
fnemiyrane from a cold, or gastric derangement, and in that affec- 
tion sometimes called *' bilious sore throat and mouth,'' it has, un- 
der my observation, proved specific. Persons of a scrofulous habit 
are often troubled with frequently recurring ulceration of the 
tongue, gums, and mouth generally. Such patients I have known 
who always resorted to this remedy with a certainty of absolute' 
relief. One patient in particular always carried some of the inner 
bark in his pocket, and chewed it as a substitute for tobacco, alleg- 
ing that if he suspended its use the " sore mouth" very soon return- 
ed. Another patient had this ^* sore mouth'' occasionally, alternated 
with ulcers on the conjunctiva and cornea. At my suggestion he used 
the cornus as a coUyrium with the happiest result. It may prove 
onB of our most valuable remedies in cM ulcerations of mucous sur- 
faces. The inftision is generally made, by pouring hot water upon 
the bark, in the proportion of one ounce of bark to one quart of. water. 
For homoeopathic use, this method might answer in case the tinc- 
ture was not readily obtained. A few drops of the mother tincture 
in half a teacup of water, would be about the proper proportion. I 
have rarely used the tincture, as the infusion is so easily made and 
readily administered. In order to test its virtues, in minute doses, 
I once gave a child, suffering under apthous ulceration of the mouth, 
the cornua o. prepared as follows : One drachm of the inner bark 
was placed in a vessel containing one quart of hot water. This was 
left standing one hour, then filtered. Mtric-acid, Chlorate of Pot- 
ash, Borax, had been previously used internally and locally. In 
twenty-four hours after using the medicine the mucous membrane 
began to assume a healthier appearance, and in about a week, was 
quite well. The child was in ill health, and had had diarrhoea for 
weeks, and had become quite emaciated. Under the use of the rem- 
edy the diarrhoea ceased, and the general health decidedly improved. 
The dose was one teaspoonful of the above preparation every four 
hours. (ISTo attempt was made to wash the mouth). 

Eclectic writers call it an " Anti-scorbutic," and so far as my 
observation goes, it seems worthy the appellation. In this respect it 
is the analogue of the mineral acids, Baptisia, Kali Chlor., Mercur- 
ios and Hydrastis. 

Appetite and Stomach, — Nausea, with bitter taste, and aversion 
to all kinds of food ; empty feeling in the stomach, with tasteless 
eructations; aversion to food, and desire for sour drinks; burn- 
ing sensation in the stomach, which lasted an hour and a half; 
flatulent distension of the stomach; nausea; bitter taste, and a 
gnawing, faint feeling in the stomach; heavy pulsations in the 
stomach, with nausea and impaired appetite ; pain at the pit of the 
stomach during dinner, with distension of the stomach and bowels, 
relieved by a copious stool after dinner; nausea, with great 
debility and eructations; fulness and oppression in the stomach, with 
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bad taste and dry month ; nausea, with bitter emctation^i and loss 
of appetite; smarting and burning in the mouth, throat and 
stomach, with desire for stool; weakness of the stomach, with 
bitter taste and nausea ; sensation of faintness in the stomach and 
bowels ; drawing pains from the stomach to the lower part of the 
abdomen. 

CtnncAL Rkmjleks.— Many of the symptoms of this drug, es- 
pecially the gastric, closely resemble those of Nux vomica. It 
stands somewhere between Nux and China in this respect. It has 
been used successfully in vomiting of pregnancy and dyspepsia. 

Abdomen.— Slight gfiping pains in the abdomen, accompanied 
with rumbling of wind; the pains penetrated the whole abdomen, 
but were most severe in the vicinity of the umbilicus ; pressing 
down pain in the rectum during stool ; slight burning pain in the 
rectum during an evacuation ; pressing pain in the rectum, and 
smarting at the anus in the morning, during and after a thin and 
scanty stool ; tenesmus at stool, with griping in the umbilical re- 
gion rumbling of wind and large discharge of offensive flatus ; 
urging to stool, with fulness and uneasiness of the bowels ; vague 
pams and general sense of uneasiness in the bowels ; slight tenes- 
mus, and considerable burning at the anus, after a bilious discharge; 
abdominal pains more acute during stool ; urging to stool, (sensa- 
tion in the rectum) in the morning, at five o'clock; on taking 
more of the drusr, this bearing-down sensation extended to the bow- 
els, increasing the disposition to evacuate. Stool accompanied with 
some tenesmus and burning at the anus ; distension of the stomach 
and bowels with wind; constant working in the bowels, as if their 
contents were all in motion ; shooting pains from the centre of the 
thorax to the lower part of the abdomen, the pains coming on 
severely at intervals, and then remitting; distension of the bowels 
with wind, relieved by a copious, dark and bilious stool; immediately 
after dinner; sense of weight in the lower part of the abdomen; 
burning sensation In the stomach and bowels, with same desire for 
stool; urging to stool very early in the morning, but unable to 
accomplish anything satisfactory, the discharge consisting of a few 
slimy lumps, with pressing and smarting at the anus ; sensation of 
enlptiness in the stomach and bowels ; drawing sensation from the 
stomach to the lower part of the abdomen. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — No drug, except, perhaps, mercury, pre- 
sents a more formidable array of ** bowel symptoms." Dr. Marcy 
says ** its chief action appears to be upon the liver and intestinal 
canal. A marked influence is likewise exerted upon the brain, but 
whether the action of the drug is direct upon this organ, or whether 
the head symptoms proceed from the bilious derangement induced 
by it, is a question. We have found it curative in all the intestinal 
symptoms found under the head of " Generalities?^ ** It was first 
introduced into practice as a remedy for bowel complaints, by 
Pro£ Ives, of New Haven, some thirty years ago. Its empirical use 
in the hands of this gentleman, proved it to be a valuable remedy in 
bilious diarrhoea, dysentery, cholera, infantum, and against the 
diarrhoMis peculiar to abdominal typhus." If it so promptly cures 
18 
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ulcerations of the mouth and fauces, why should it not prove just 
' as much a specific for the intestinal ulcerations, which are peculiar 
to this form of typhoid fever? The result most to be feared in all 
inflammatory affections of mucous surface — as in inflammatory 
diarrhoea, dysentery, abdominal typhus, etc., is ulceration. Had the 
experiment been carried far enough by the provers, we have no 
doubt this pathological condition would have occurred. The dys- 
entric symptoms did not proceed so far as to cause bhody discharges, 
yet any physician who reads the above will perceive that it was 
only a question of time ; blood evacuations would have soon been 
obtained if the drug had been continued in large doses, and if the 
prover had still persisted, ulcercUion would have certainly resulted. 
We cannot come at any other conclusion than that the Cornus cir. 
will prove as valuable in a certain class of diseases as Mercurius, 
Leptandria, Podophyllum, or Nitric acid. In one case of dysentery, 
in a child, wbeti there was unmistakable ulceration of the mucous 
membrane of tlie rectum, the mother, by my permission, used enema 
of a weak infusion of the green-osier. Atler using it a few times 
the pus disappeared from the stools, and the child suffered less. It 
had not improved under the use of Merc, cor., 6th, and subse- 
quently Nitric acid, 3d. Would it not be well to try this form of 
application, as well as internally, at the same time ? 

Stool. — Slightly loose stool in the morning, accompanied with 
slight pressing-down pain in the rectum; Stool, thin and scanty, 
with burning at the rectum, and at the a,nus, during the discharge ; 
thin, scanty and slimy stool, attended with griping in the umbilical 
region ; tenesmus, rumbling of wind, and large discharge of offensive 
flatus; copious, thin and bilious discharge^ succeeded by some tenes- 
mus and burning at the anus which lasted half an hour; dark green, 
tbin, and very offensive stools, accompanied by copious emission of 
offensive flatu&; bilious and slimy stool, with much wind, some ten- 
esmus, and severe, burning pain at the anus, and a short distance 
within the rectum, whichcontinued ailer the motion; dark, thin and 
moderately copious stool, with somie tenesmus, and a burning at the 
anus ; frequent, small, dark and slimy stools with much offensive 
flatus; copious, dark stool pf the natural consistence, attendjsd with 
pressing-down sensation in the rectum ; large emission of very offen- 
sive flatus ; hard, dry and scanty stool, with presung in the rectum ; 
stool, consisting of a few thin and slimy lumps, with pressing and 
smarting at the anus. (See remarks under ^^ Abdomen,^^) 

Urine.— Urine, scanty and red or pale ; sensation of fulness and 
weight in the region of the bladder; urine, scanty and high-colored^ 
and frequent inclination to pass water. 

Genital Organs. — Strange and persistent erections through the 
night ; increased sexual desire during the evening and night, with 
diminished power. 

Larnyx and Chest. — Stitches in the chest and b^ck ; stitehes in 
the chest and under the right scapula; a fine scarlet rash upon the 
chest, attended with itching ; sensation of dragging or bearing 
down on each side of the thorax, with accelerated pulsations of the 
heart; a sore, bruised feeli;ig in. th^ ,Qbe(»t aad b^k; Bl]ioo.tij^g 
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puns from the centre of the thorax to the lower part of the abdo* 
men, severe at times and then remitting ; choking sensation in the 
upper part of the thorax; smarting in the month and throat; 
frequent inclination to take a long breath. 

Back. — ^Dull pain in the small of the back, with drowsiness and 
lassitude ; stitches in the back and chest ; pain in the lower part 
of the back ; sore pain in the lumbar region, worse on bending 
forward or to either side ; occasional paroxysms of itching in the 
back, especially in the evening. 

Upper Extremities. — Burning and itching sensation in the hands 
and arms ; coldness of the hands following a loose stool ; prickling 
sensation in the arms ; stretching sensation in the arms, mostly in 
the evening and at night ; sense of weakness and fatigue in the 
arms. 

lower Extremities. — Weary feeling in the legs; itching in this 
legs; weakness and weary feeling in the legs; weakness a&d 
trembling of the legs ; itchings on the legs and thighs, and around 
the labia; burning sensation in the feet; coldness of feet follow- 
ing a loose stool; tired feeling in the legs when walking or 
ascending stairs; prickling sensation in the legs; paroxysms of 
itching in the legs in the evening. 



CORNUS FLORIDA. 

{Do^ood, Boxwood). 

Common throughout all our forests ; conspicuous in spring-time 
by its festoons of large, white blossoms, and equally so during the 
autumn, from its clusters of scarlet berries ; a handsome little tree, 
usnaHy about fifteen to twenty feet high, is the Cornus fiorida of 
the United States. In this genus of CarnacecBy there are about 
twenty species, of which America has, north of Mexico, eleven. 
The Flowering Dogwood is the most beautiful and showy plant of 
its genns. It is too well known to need description. The bark is 
officinal, though that of the root contains the greatest amount of 
the active prmciple. "The principle obtained from it is called 
eominej and has all the properties of Sulphate of Quinine." This' 
loose assertion must be taken cum grano 3ali8, like all similai^ asser- 
tions of the dominant school. No pathogenesis of the Oamus 
JtoHda has yet appeared. I propose, therefore, to collect what 
has been written of its therapeutic uses, and gather the few patho- 
genetic symptoms which are scattered through the pages of various 
authorities. We can, by these means, get some idea of its sphere 
of actiofl, which will lay the foundation for rational clinical experi- 
ence, and stimulate us to prove the drug, as Hahnemann did its 
great analogue, China. Pro/. Lee {Jour, of Mat. Med.^ vol. 1., 
p. 294/) thus sp^du Of it : «^ The physiological effects of the Comuk 
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bark are similar to those of the vegetable bitter tonics generally, 
viz., increased frequency of pulse, exalted temperature, diapboreds, 
sensation of fulness or pains in the head, and gastric derangement* 
Of these, the most strongly marked are the increased temperature 
of the skin, and the general perspiration. Some experimenters 
have observed a constant tendency to sleep, which has ccmtinued 
for several hours. This, as occurs in many other cases, does not 
indicate any specific narcotic properties, but is the result of the 
cerebral fitness." Dr. Bla^e says that it causes " severe head- 
ache, quickens the pulse, ana produces violent pains in the bowels." 
Other writers give testimony to the above statement. Here we 
have good evidence that the Dogwood will cause febrile symptoms 
of a peculiar character. Who can doubt its ability to cause a type 
of intermittent, bilious, or remittent fever, with gastric and intes- 
tinal irritation ? Just such types of fever are found in the West, 
and may be treated successfully with Comus. We have consider- 
able testimony in favor of its value in intermittents. EherU states 
that thirty-five grains of the bark are equal to thirty of Cinchona. 
Its effects are closely analogous to those of the cinchona bark, for 
which it may often be successfully substituted. Lee says : ^' Our 
' own experience with this article has satisfied us that most cases of 
our periodic or miasmatic fevers will yield to its judicious use." 
Prof, barton BB,y8: "That it may be asserted with entire safety, 
that as yet there has not been discovered within the limits of the 
United States any vegetable so effectually to answer the purpose of 
Peruvian bark in the management of intermittent fevers, as the 
Comus florida." Dr, Morton^ who experimented largely with the 
bark, declares that in an extensive practice of many years he used 
no other remedy in intermittent and remittent fevers." Dr. Coe 
writes : " Its anti-periodic powers render it of peculiar value in the 
treatment of intermittent and other periodic fevers. In such fevers 
we have employed it with much success. It is certain that Gomine 
has cured fever and ague when quinine has failed, and that in all 
oases when the latter cannot be employed, the Comine answers as a 
substitute." In domestic practice, 1 have observed for many years 
that it was often more successful than quinine in certain types of 
ague. The country people generally make an infusion of nnoertain 
strength, and drink of it during the apyrexia* If taken during the 
paroxysm, it causes an aggravation of the fever, headache, etc. 
From its known effects when taken in large doses, as well as certain 
observationSfOf my own, I would lay down the following indications 
for its use in miasmatic fevers : Paroxysm preceded for diays by 
sleepiness; sluggish flow of ideas; headache of a heavy, dull 
character; nausea; vomiting; loss of appetite; and sometimes 
bilious or watery diarrhoea ; chiM^ with cold, clammy skin ; nausea 
and vomiting, and violent pains in the bowels ; /euer, with violent 
headache ; hot, but moist skin ; stupor ; " cerebral fulness ;" pulse 
quick and hard ; confusion of intellect, etc. Apyrexia — ^Debility, 
gastric irritability; painful diarrhoea. In bilious remittent, and 
even typhoid fever, it may prove a useful remedy. It seems to 
occupy an intermediate position between China and Podophyllum. 
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Le/t admits that it 'will agmyate an existing febrile coDdition, but 
resortfiifto the usual false logic to explidn its curatiTe action : ^ A 
person in health may take the Comns, as well as any of the other 
yegetable tonics, in moderate doses, and for a long time without 
any marked effects on any of the iunctions ; but taken in the same 
manner and the same quantities, in certain pathological states, as a 
general lowering of the vital forces and nervous energy, independ- 
ent of organic disease, or when miasmatic poison has caused a 
tendency to paroxysmal attacks, the therapeutical influence of 
Comus will be promptly manifested in a general invigoration of the 
vital forces and suspension of the paroxysms. Here, as in regard to 
Cinchona, we must be satisfied with the result, for the manner in 
which it is brought about must ever rtmain a mystery. In certain 
morbid conditions, as hectic fever or ^reat debiUty, attended with 
frequency of pulse, and cold, colliquative sweats, the Comus would 
seem to possess the power of a sedoHve^ as manifested in ^decided 
lowering of pulse, and abatement of perspiration. This effect is 
common to all neurotic tonics, in certain pathological conditions of 
the body. It depends on their imparting increased tonicity to the 
muscular fibres of the heart through the organic nerves, thus 
enabling the central organ of circulation to throw out a greater 
quantity of blood at each oontraction. The cardiac irritability 
idso is lessened by the temporary increase of tonic power and vital 
contractibility. On the contrary, if Comus and other analogous 
substances be given in acute and sthenic conditions marked by 
those phenomena which are characteristic of inflammatory action, 
the circulation will be correspondingly increased by an increase of 
inflammatory action; in both conditions, however, acting as a 
stimulant." The above is open to much just criticism. We will 
take up a few of his propositions. 1. A person in health cannot 
take Oornus, or any other vegetable tonic, for a long time, without 
any marked effect. His own statement regarding the effects of 
Do^ood disprove it. Besides, the slightest knowledge of physio- 
logical processes teaches us that no tonic can be taken with impun- 
ity by a healthy person. We soon have an exaltation of function, 
then derangement of function, and, finally, more or less depressed 
condition of the vital powers. 2. We are not obliged to remain in 
mystery relative to the action of Comus and Cinchona. Hahne- 
mann discovered that the latter cured disorders like those it waa 
capable of causing ; and the Comus acts in a similar manner. 
Trosseau and Wood — ^highest allopathic authorities — adout this 
virtually, but cloak the re^ fact, under tiie term, '^ Substantiation." 
3. Comus cannot be a sedative^ and at the same time a stimulant. 
The terms are contradictory, and used in the manner above, 
causing no idea at all. The whole truth is, that the Comus, like all 
other drugs, have two series of actions-^-^mar^ and secondary. 
The primary action is, to cause exaltation of the functions of the 
vital organs, thence fever, congestion, inflammation. The second- 
ary effects are nearly opposite, such as depression of the vital 
forces, loss of tonicity ia the heart and muscular fibre generally, 
irritation of the various tissues, coldness, colliquative sweats. 
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Prof, Lee^B facts are not to be disputed, but his theory of the 
action of the medicine is untenable. Comua is homceopfllhic to 
both the primary and secondary symptoms above enumerated, in 
doses varied to suit the existing conditions ; and it can cure such 
pathological states only by virtue of its power to cause similar 
ones. 4. Comus and its analogues will not aggravate existing 
inflammatory conditions, if given in proper quantities. Adminis- 
tered in minute doses, it wiU promptly remove inflammations and 
congestions, if indicated by the symptoms, and if the quantity is 
small enough, no aggravation will follow its use. JProf, X^e, -ffiw^, 
and other authorities assert that the tincture of Cornus will cause 
*^ violent pain in the bowels, purging, derangement of the digestive 
organs, vomiting, nausea, gastric derangement," etc. ; yet all are 
equally free to admit, and even advise its use in similar conditions. 
They say, "It will promote the appetite and digestion, and is 
useful in atomic and enfeebled conditions of the stomach ; and wiU 
act as an anthelmintic, by improving the functions of the alimen- 
tary canal, and correcting those conditions of the digestive organs 
which &vor the production of worms." And 3ret, if it was suggest- 
ed to these wortiiy writers that the medicine might act according 
to the law of similiay they would reject the proposition with 
contempt ! It is just possible that many of the indications laid 
down for the Comus cirdnata maybe applicable to this medicine ; 
to be exact we ought to have a scientific proving. But most Hom- 
cBopaths are not aware that, although it is asserted by both schools 
that the varieties of Cinchona bark differ considerably in their 
action, yet our pharmaceutists use the O. augustifolia and C. lan- 
cifolia almost indiscriminately. To meet the demands of a per- 
fectly scientific materia medica, each variety of Peruvian bark 
should be separately proven. It is quite suggestive, that authorities 
recommend Comus florida in about the same cases and conditions 
for which Hahnemann used China, viz : general debility from loss 
of fluids, or in the convalescing stages of acute diseases ; hectic 
fever, night sweats, indigestion, lientery, etc. A tincture made 
from the berries when ripe, is considered by some as being most 
efficacious in the above conditions. 

Reports of cases of ague successfully treated by the late E. J. 
Bates, M. D., with Comus florida, will lie found in American Horn- 
ceqpathic Observer^ Feb. 1864, page 29. 

CoRNiNE. — ^This is the so-called cuitive principle^ of the C. florida^ 
and stands in the same relation to the bark, as does Quinine to the 
Cinchona. Some prefer the Sulphate^ as the best preparation. I 
have not used the Oomine extensively. In a few cases of debility 
irom loss of fluids, when China, Quinine, and Phos. acid failed to 
act beneficially, I used the first trituration with apparent good 
effect. Those of the eclectic school who use it largely, declare it 
to be a prompt remedy for the cure of the usual types of intermit- 
tent fevers. They assert that it does not affect the head as do 
other preparations of the bark; nor does it cause gastric or intes- 
tinal derangements. Here let me call attention to one notable fisict 
in relation to all these so-called *^ acHve prindples^^* resinoid, alka- 
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loid, or whatever the^ sre called. While they retain to a conrid* 
erable extent the specific pr<q>ertieB of the drug, they are destitute 
of many of its more important virtues. Thus Quinine possesses not 
all the curative power of China ; Macrotin does not represent all 
the propeities of Cimicifuga; and Leptandrin has no such specific 
effect upon the brain as the tincture of Leptandria. So with 
Oornin^j it represents only a part of the qualities of the original 
drug. These ^^ active principles ^' ought to be subjected to separate 
provings. But we are partly justifira in using them ; for, it may 
be asserted with truth, that^ v>h%U thty do not possess all t?ie virtue 
of ike tincture of tM bark^ etc.^ they do not biffjbb in their action. 
They have lost something, but have gained no new qualities. Thus 
we may use the Cornme in states of .general debility, although the 
bowel symptoms which indicate the UomtM, are not present. Dr^ 
Coe says, '^ for a^uey Cornine should be given in three to five grain 
doses every three hours, preceded by, or alternated with Leptan- 
drin." I would advise the lower triturations instead, and know 
they are just as efficacious. The same writer teaches that, 
^^ although Cornine does not possess the power of neutralizing 
acidity of the stomach, yet it is of exceeding utility in those cases 
of indigestion, in which that symptom is a troublesome feature. It 
gives almost instant, immediate relief in that distressing symptom 
called ^' heartburn," and its continued use will prove a sure pre- 
ventive of its occurrence, by restoring the tone of the stomach, 
and so obviating the tendency to fermentation. 



CTPRIPEDIUM PUBESCENS. 

iiLarsi$ TtUow Zadii$^ Slipper), 

There are eight varieties of Cypripedium indigenous to this 
country, but the C. pubescens from some cause appears to have 
been selected as the variety to be the most used in medicine. It is 
known by the common names of American Valerian, (this name is 
Pith's, applied to the Scutellaria,) Nerve-root, Yellow moccasin 
flower, etc. For minute description of tliis and other varieties 
see King's Dispensatory. The root is the officinal portion. The 
roots of all these varieties are undoubtedly collected, sold, and 
used, with the officinal artide indiscriminately. HomcBopaUuo 
pharmaceutists should therefore be very careful in the selection of 
the root. This plant has always been a favorite remedy in domesr 
tic and *' botanic" practice. As a ^Hrue nervine^^ it meets a great 
many indications in the treatment of females and children, and its 
harmlessness coounends it to general use. It is an analogue of 
Valerian,. Coffea, Thea, Chamomilla, Scutellaria, Senecio gracilis^ 
and Ambra-grisea. The Eclectic school thus estimates its proper- 



U4 NEW HOM0EX)PATHIO PROVINGS. 

ties: Dr. King says it is ^^ Tonic, stimalant, diaphoretic, and 
antispasmodic Useful in hysteria, chorea, nervous headache, and 
all cases of nervous irritability ; has proved useful in neuralgia, 
delirinm and hypochondria. Combined with nepeta, and Scutel- 
laria, it has permanently cured headache (nervous^ not dependent 
on acid stomach. An infusion is said to be beneficial in the pains 
qf the joints following scarlet fever!'* Jones and Scudder, (Mat. 
Med.) write— "In numerous sdSTections termed neuropathic, we 
have employed the Cypripedium with decided advantage. It 
equalizes and energizes the nervous powers, lessens excitement, 
allays nervous irritability, alleviates pain, and appears to invigorate 
both body and mind, leaving the patient more cheerful and lively 
than when any of the narcotics, or many of the anti-spasmodics are 
prescribed. The diseases in which it is indicated are hysterical 
affections, hypochondriasis, delirium tremens, epilepsy, chorea, hem- 
icrania, neuralgia, ataxic or nervous fevers, etc. In low fever 
accompanied with morbid nervous excitability, or irritability, as 
manifested by ruthlessness, vi^ance, watchfulness, with great 
sinking of the vital powers, the Cypripedium produces a calm 
or tranquil state of mind, invigorates the system, and favors 
sleep. It is not so important in the relief of spasms or convulsions 
as many other agents, ^et its peculiar nervine and stimulant quali- 
ties admirably adapt it to the relief of that morbid state of the 
eerebro - spinal system. Upon which spasms depend." Dr. Coe 
places about the same estimate upon the medicinal powers of this 
plant. He says: "As a substitute for paragorio, Godfrey's cor- 
dial, ete., it is most advantageously employed in alleviating the 
disorders of children, requiring the use of an anodyne. It posses- 
seSj however^ some narcotic power ^ and many times will be found as 
inadmissible as opium!^ This last admission is quite an important 
one, and throws some light on the action of this remedy. I have 
noticed this narcotic effect upon the persons of some of my patients 
who were in the habit of usm^ this plant to excess. In country 
practice, it is not unusual for the practitioner to find persons who 
are as strongly addicted to the habitual use of the Cypripedium, as 
others are to the use of Opium. They are generally persons be- 
yond the middle age, whose nervous systems have once been shat- 
tered by some serious illness, and they have resorted to the lady* 
slipper, for palliative relief. Such inmviduals, under the influence 
of the^drug, are lively and talkative, disposed to work, and are 
really capable of making unusual exertions without much fatigue. 
They are tranquil, feel no pain, and altogether very comfortable. 
But when the use of the drug is suspended they become irritable, 
irascible, fretful; their motions are hurried and uncertain; they 
are agitated by the least contradictory word, a noise, or any excite- 
ment of those around them; they cannot sleep, and even have 
jactitations, pains, and hysterical spasms. These are the primary 
and secondary states and symptoms which are directly caused by 
the pathogenetic action of the Cypripedium. I do not think the 
plant has any specific influence over the skin or mucous mem- 
Dranes. 
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Clinical Rbicabks.— My absenrations and ezperienoe with this 
remedy has giyen me tho following impressions relative to its true 
sphere of therapentio action. (l.| Its action on the brain^ is sim* 
iUtr to that of Tea, Coffee, Cannabis indioa, Coooa, and a few othem 
of that dass. Its pathogenetic action does not extend as far as 
that of AgMons, Belladonna, Hyoscjamns, Stramonium, and others 
of that group. I do not believe its toxical effects go beyond tbie 
causation of /ano^io;Ki2 irritation. It is therefore not homoeopa^ 
thic to congestion, inflammation, or apoplexy of the brain and 
spinal cord and its membranes, but only to conditions of morbid 
irritability^ or hypercesthesia of the nervoua iissues, I do not 
doubt its ability to cause serious brain affbction in young children, 
for the nervous mass in infancy is so delicate and sensitive, that any 
agent capable of causing simple irritation, (tea, coffee, bright 
lights, noise, fright, etc.,) may induce a condition, which readily 
runs on to serious disorder. In young children, irritahility of the 
brain often appears many days or weeks before more serious disease 
sets in. Proper remedierwill often arrest this condition, and pre- 
vent congestion and inffammation. Children thtis afflicted are 
noticed to be more lively than usual, more inclined to laugh and 
play at unwonted hours, even in the night ; will often laugh in 
their sl0ep^ or are very wakeful and ekcitable. If the little ones 
are urged to play,are excited by light, noise and laughter— all theses 
t^d. to fix the irritation mofe strongly upon the over-sensitive' 
brain, and soon the child is attacked with spasms or convulsionSi 
and a meningitis doses the scone. It is in these premonitary c6n«^ 
ditioQS,' or states of simple irritation, that the Cypripedium and 
ScnteUaria, afl well as Coffea and Cannabis indioa are really indica* 
ted; andinmy handd, the first named remedy has acted admirably^^ 
and in a highly satbfiictory manner. To very young infants I 
nsuaUy administer the third or sixth dilution in water, or pellets, as< 
often asthe case seems to demand. On the Nervous System gen^ 
eri^Ly,:of children or adults, it acts as a pure hyp.erasstheseantf 
primarily^ elevating the excitability; and activity; and secondarily,* 
ae(»reastiig the strength, and awakening a morbid irribility of alow^ 
gi^e* It is nat themore homteopathic to neurotic diseases due to^ 
inflammation, congestion, or any organic change, but to a peculiart 
irritability auch as I have described above* In many cases of Neu^ 
rdgUh ^^ the pain %$ the diseaee.^^ In such instances the Cypripe^. 
diuin. will b6 found cnrative in many cases. The same observaitiotti 
"vriill appl^r to chorea,: epileptifomx symbtoms, hysteria, etc. I hare' 
ns^d it with good effects in the watchmlness, and nervous <a^tationi 
of lo Wife vers; but only as a paUiative, for the drug is manifestly: 
not hemosopathic to the pathologiicaL conditions which are pres^: 
ent. In the > treatment of diseases of females its use will givei 
satisfaction to the practitioner who adapts it to the symptoms fiMPf 
which >it is truly homoBopatluc. . The liose is to be graduated^ 
accordmg to the Agb of tl^ piitientj and whether the symptoms ace*, 
primary or: secondary^ ranging from the 0th dilution or trituration ' 
down.tO'drop dosei^ of the mother tincture.' 
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CTPBIPXDIK. 

This is the active principle of the Cypripedium pub., and for all 
practical purposes, or nntu we have a thorough proving of the 
plant, may be used instead of the tincture and dilutions. I have 
used the triturations, and find this preparation curative in about 
the same conditions, and for the same symptoms, as the prepara* 
rion from the crude root. It is, of course, much more powerful 
than the tincture, and the dose should be selected accordingly. I 
Iiave never given it to children, but in adults it may be given in 
the 9ixth or first triturations, without fear of aggravation, if not too 
long continued, or inappropriately applied. 



DIOSCOREA YILLOSA. 

{Wild Torn. CoUc-rooiJ) 

This is an indigenous plant, growing in most parts of the United 
States, but in most abundance in the West and South. It is a 
Klender vine, growing in thickets and hedges, and along-side fences, 
Howering in June and July. The root which is the part used in 
medicine, is long, from tyro to four lines in thickness, woodv and 
contorted. It is of a yellowish-brown color externally, a slight, not 
unpleasant odor when bruised, and sweetish, slightly bitter taste. 
Water and alcohol extract its medidnal qualities. Dioec&r^inj the 
active principle of the plant, is much used, instead of the crude 
preparations; but generally it is most successful when given in 
infusion, one ounce to one pint of boiling water. Of this, one to 
two fluid ounces are given at a dose. This is one of those remedies 
principally known for certain specific effects upon one organ or 
tissue. I will here give the estimate of the eclectic school concern- 
ing its properties, together with the theories concerning its modus 
operandi^ in order that we may have the testimony before us, to aid 
in our further investigations. Wood does not mention it in any of 
Ills works, neither do other strictly allopathic writers. JB^ng calls it 
an anti-spasmodic, ^^successfully used by eclectics in bilious colic, 
in doses of half a pint of the decoction, repeated every half an hour 
or hour; in fiict, no other agent seems necessary in this disease, as it 
ffives prompt and permanent relief in the most severe cases. It will 
likewise allay nausea, also spasms of the bowels.'' Of the Dioseorein 
he says : ^^ It is undoubtedly as much a specific in bilious colic, as 
quinia is in intermittent" (». e. only specific to some cases f) ^ In a 
severe case of bilious colic, pronounced past hope bv several physi- 
dans, four grains, rubbed up with a tablespoonful of brandy, afford- 
ed prompt relief, and a repetition of the dose in about twenty 
minutes from the time of taking the first, effected a cure. In 
ordinary cases one or two grains of Dioscorein may be administered 
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every five, ten or twenty minates." It is useful in oramp of tho 
Btomaoh, flatulence, and even uterine cramps. Coe (Cone, Org., 
Hed.») says: *^The woaderful efficacy of this remedy in the cun^ 
of bilious colic, renders it an indispensible a^ent to every pracd- 
tioner of the healing act. In this complaint it is as near a spedfio 
as any remedy can well be. The relief it affords is both prompt 
and certain. But its entire value does not relate to this disease 
alone, as it has been found useful in cholera morbus, nausea attend- 
ing pregnancy, spasms, coughs, hepatic disorders, after-pains, 
flatulence, dysmenorrhcBa, and in all cases where an anti-spasmodic 
18 required.'' ^ In our experience of the management of cholera 
morbus, as well as vomiting from other causes, we have found that 
small doses, frequently repeated, will oftentimes control the symp- 
toms, when large doses fiuJ," (one-fourth grain of Dioscorein.) ^' In 
conclusion, we would reiterate the £BU)t that Dioscorein is eminently 
anti-spasmodic, and diaphoretic, and that its power of relieving 
spasmSi relates more particularly to the stomach and bowels, in 
the disorders of which it has become to be looked upon by many as 
nearly a specific We speak of our own knowledge when we state 
it to be the most reliable remedy yet discovered for bilious and 
flatulent colic, and intestinal spasm and irritation generally. It is a 
safe and harmless remedy, but in over-doses will produce vomiting.*^ 
The italics above are our own. If it wiU cause vomiting in oyer 
doses, why may it not cause spasms, cramps, irritation, and other 

fhenomena of oilious and flatulent colic, for which it is so specific? 
do not doubt its power of inducing these affections, when long 
given in pathogenetic doses. ^' Jones and Scudder assert that it actB 
as '' a very gentle diaphoretic, without exciting the action of the 
heart and arteries, or increasing the temperation of the body. It 
has been but little used, however, for this purpose, although it 
might undoubtedly to employed with much advantage. It appears 
to act as an anodyne and anti-spasmodic, and likewise as an anti- 
emetic, in the diseases in which it is principally employed. The only 
affection in which it has been used sufficiently to give it a fair test- 
to its virtues, is bilious colic. In many instances it has appeared to 
act with great promptitude in allaying nausea and vomiting, and 
relieving the pain and spasmodic action invariably present in that 
disease. '^ In various cases of great severity, when other remedien 
had been faithfully and perseveringly employed, and when all had 
proved unavailing, the nausea and vomiting, severe pain and spasms 
continuing unabated, with a dry and husky state of^the surface, tho 
Dioscorea has afforded entire relief in every respect, in twenty or 
thirty minutes, and the patient has fallen into a comfortable state 
of repose, and slept quietly the first time since the attack." Of tho 
Dioscorein, they add, ^^ We have used it in bUious colic with mudi 
success ; and, as an anti-emetic in other cases. In the cholera-infan- 
tum of children, it is one of our most efficient agents; coookbined witli 
Leptandrin, we have succeeded in curing cases which were consid- 
ered hopeless. From our experience with this agent, and it has 
been somewhat extensive, we believe it has a specific action upou 
the liver, not only increasing, but changing the character of tha 
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bilious secretion." The above is better and more definite testimon j 
than we nsuallj get from allopathic sonrces. We can afford to 
laugh at the name ^ uiti-emetic,'' when their own authorities admit 
that it causes vomiting. Yet they unll not see that it cures acoord- 
ing to the law of similia. Doubtless they would seek to explain its 
action upon some other hypothesis even if was known to cause 
intestinal spasms. Dr. L G. Jones, late professor of practice in- the 
Eclectic Medical College of Cincinnati, and author of an extensive 
work on Practice, writes concerning this medicine : **The remedy 
upon which I rely in the treatment of bilious colic is Dioscarea 
viUosa. I have used it with entire success in all the cases that have 
eome under my care. In one case that had been previoudj treated 
forty-eight hours with injections, fomentations, anodynes, and 
ctfthartics, without success, the patient was relieved in haUT an hour 
by taking one dose of Dioseorea. In another case, to which I was 
ofdled in the night, the patient, who had been suffering severely for 
twelve hours, was perfectly relieved in a few minutes and soothed 
into, a quiet sleep. It has never been known to fail, and I diould 
rdy upon it with entire confidence in all cases of this disease. The 
phtiosophy of its therapeutic action may not as yet be fully under- 
stood, or clearly explained. That it is eminently adajpted to the 
case is very^ certain,, and thce^^ after idl, is the main point m practice.'* 
It HDay be interesting to us to know what condition Dr. Jones calls 
** bilious colic.*' He think it does not depend on hejpatio disturb- 
ance at all. The symptoms t^re gastric derangement; furred tongue; 
constant pain, aggravated by regular parostysms of increased suffer- 
ings; pain located at first in the centre of, but gradually diffused 
oviBT the whole abdomen; febrile reaction, vomiting, distended, 
tender and sensitive abdomen, etc. The clinical experience* of the 
homoeopathic school, with Dioscorea and Dioscorein is notextensive* 
In fact I find no published record, and can only give the stateoieats 
of my intimate cdleagues. Df. P. H. Hale, of Hjadson, Midhigan, 
informs me that he has used the tincture and lower dilutions success- 
fhUyiti cramps of the stomachy flajtuUnt coHCj bilio>HS eoUe^ and 
cholera morbus. Dr. A. B. Smart, who administered the Maaedy at 
my solicitation in the same affections, writes me that.it seems to act 
curatively in cases in which Colocynth, Nuz vomica and.Chamo- 
milla are usually given. Dr. C. A. Williams, reports the following 

cases : " Mr. ^ aged 60, subject to severe attacks of cholera 

morbus, attended with vomiting, diarrhcea, painful cramps in the 
stomach, bowels and extremities, firom which, under allopathic 
treatment, he would not recover for several days. I was called in 
thi9 night to see him after the attack had lasted about an hour. . He 
was suffering intensely from the above symptoms and supposed he 
was to have an illness of several days duration. Wishing to test the 
alleged virtues of Dioscorein, I gave him about two grains of the first 
trituration every fifteen minutes* After the third dose he became 
easier, and before the sixth dose, expressed himself as quite eomfbrt- 
able. He shortly fell asleep, and m the morning went about his 
usu^ avocations." To this I will add my own observations. I have 
used the 1st, 2nd and Srd dilutions, and triturations^ in the above 
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affections. In cramps of the siofnachf (Catdidgia) t(e first decimal 
dilution often acts more promptly and satisfactorily than Nux yom. 
In the dioscorea-gastralgia uiere is generally a great tendency to 
emcate, and the pain is paroxysmal, in spasmodic coliCy it seems 
to be indicated when we usually gire Colocynth and Chamomilla. 
In these cases there is usnally much flatulence, rumbling, and 
paroxysmal pam. In the coKc of children^ accompanied or not by 
diarrhoea, and attended with screams and <^ries, and emission of 
flatulence, the second and third triturations have been useful. The 
true sphere of its action, whether upon the nvuscular or nervous 
tissues of the abdomen, etc., cannot yet be defined. I am inclined 
however, to the opinion that it acts more specifically upon th6 
former. Its action is probably confined to the stomach and intes- 
tines. If useful in after-pains, or hepatic disorders, it Jhntst be 
because they depended upon some intestinal derangement. I once 
treated a gentleman for several years^ for an anomalous disease of 
the abdominal organs, of which I conid never fbrm any satisfactory 
idea. He had been troubled with it from early youth. The paMi 
for that constituted nearly the whole of the malady, appeared ai 
irreffular intervals, sometimes once a week, at others once a month, 
and lasted several days. I never prescribed anything, nor did any 
other physician, which seemed to give him any relief. Anpdynea 
dulled the pain for a time, but gave no permanent benefit. It watf 
a orampy spasmodic pain, commencing near the crest of the Oeutti, 
and extending to the lumbar region and hypogastrium. PhysiciA 
or mental labor would bring on an attack. It would gradually 
increase for days and ^nd in an attack of vomiting ; or at other 
tomes affect the head. Whcfn it did leave, it was always suddenly. 
Lying on the lefl side and back, only, was endurable. My im- 
pression was that it was a spasmodic* disease of the vermifbrm pro- 
cess, excited by some matters introduced into that portion of the 
intestine. A travelling ** Spiritual Doctor," ])re8cribed fbt him i 
medcine or compound which gave him more relief than anything he 
bad ever used. The chief idgredient in tlnh mixture was 
the Dioscorea. The clairvoyant insisted that the malady wai 
^^ piles in the bowels.'' (?) — a dideafie which is not down in otir 
nomenclature. I have been promislad a proving of this unique 
remedy, but it has not come to hand. I Jcnow of no drug that 
would better repay a trial, tod none that would aid more in estaV 
lishmg the universality of the law of ISimiHaj if we got a patbb^ 
genesis verified^ wherein we could see a picture of those painful 
affections, in the cure of tfhich it has gained such emphical -rejputa- 
tion. I have repeatedly taken the tincture and first dilution s^Hral 
time a day for several days, but never elicited any notabje symp* 
toms. I have also tried it in seyiBral fiatients, affected with other 
than gastric complaints, but ^ith no better results than in mj^lf. 
If Uiis work should be sofoHunate as to reach a second edition, 
we hope to give a proving df Dioscorea. At present, wfe can only 
treat this, as we have many other drugs, namely : make such men* 
tion as will stimuliite our co-laborers to investigate itspAthogenetio 
powers, and curative virtueAi 
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ERIGERON CANADENSE. 

This plant is common to the northern and nuddle portions of 
the United States, growing in fields and meadows, bj road-sides, 
and in waste places, and flowering in Jolj and Augast. It is an 
indigenous, annual plant, with a high, branched, furrowed and 
bristly, haired stem, from six inches to nine feet high. There are 
several other varieties — as the E. annuum, E. strigosum, etc., all 
possessing similar properties. The whole plant is officinal and 
should be collected while in flower. It has a feeble but agreeable 
odor, and a bitterish, acid, and astringent taste, and yields its prop- 
erties to water and idcohol. It may be prepared and used in the 
form of tincture, or the dilutions made from the volatile oil. In 
most cases the Oleum Erigeroni is the best preparation from which 
to prepare the dilutions. It is decreed to be ^' tonic, astringent and 
diuretic." King says it is useful in the form of infusion, in diar- 
rhcea, gravel, diabetes, dropsical affections, dysuria of children, 
painful micturition, etc.^ — ^^ The volatile oil, acts as an astringent, 
and may be used as a local application to hemorrhoids, bleedings 
from small wounds, etc., also in rheumatism, boils, tumors, and sore 
throat.'' But it is in hemorrhages that the oU has been most 
strongly recommended ; and the testimony relative to its successful 
use in this condition is so large that we must accord some specific 
virtues to it. It is considered oy the country people as being <}uite 
infallible in its power over hemorrhages. The usual practice is to 
apply the bruised fresh plant to the wound, binding it on with 
a compress. I have known it thus applied to arrest quito alarming 
arterial bleedmgs. In its general action, it is an analogue to Tere- 
binthina. Its primary action is similar to Turpentine, in causing 
intense congestion of the kidneys, etc. It is primarily homcsopathio 
to ax^vc arterial hemorrhages, with congestion, and even inflam- 
mation; secondarily, to passive hemorrhages, with relaxation, 
ulceration, etc Large quantities cause a large stimulating effect, 
increasing the heat of the body and the force of the pulse. 

Skin. — When the oil is applied to the skin it ^^ causes a burning 
sensation, much resembling that produced by Capsicum, but will 
not vesicate. It is a powenul rubefSEusient, but we never remember 
to have seen it vesicate."— (Cbe). Dr. White, however, says that 
it causes ^' slightly elevated, sharply defined vesicles.'' 

Eyes.— Applied to the conjunctiva it causes redness, swelling, 
inflammation, with profiise muco-purulent discharges. Yet Jones 
and Scudder, ^ Mat. Med.,' say that the infusion is useful, as a 
local application, in ophthalmia, after the acute symptoms have sub- 
sided. It will form a useful application to ecchymoses upon 
the eyeballs, or around the eve,' from a blow, etc. It should be 
given internally, and a weiJk dilution of the tmcture applied 
locally. 

Kose. — It is a useful remedy in epistaxis. It may be applied 
locally by injecting a weak dilution m water, or saturating lint 
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with it, and plugging the nostrils. Bat it is nndonbtedly nsefbl in 
epistaxis, wnen fMLministered internally. A few drops of the first 
or second decimal dilation of the oil, given every fifteen minates, 
will often arrest profase bleedings from the nasal passages. When 
given for active hemorrhage from the nose, accompanied with con- 
gestion of the head, febrile action, red face, etc., it should be 
^ven in the third or nxth dilation, and in alternation Aconite, 
^Delladonna or Yeratram viride. But, when the hemorrhage is jtHiM- 
we^ occurring in debilitated subjects, or is chronic, and associated 
witb ulcerative catarrh, the one-tenth, or even the tincture, in 
drop doses, may be resorted to with benefit. 

Month, Throat.— In bleedmg from the gums, profuse bleeding 
from the cavity after a tooth has been extracted, it has been useC 
locally, with benefit. J}r, Coe says, "as an application to infiamed 
and enlarged tonsils, and inflammation and ulceration of the throat 
generally, the remedy has few superiors. It should be applied 
with a probang, of the strength of one dram to two ounces of alcohol. 
It should be applied externall}r to the throat at the same time.'' 
This recommendation will remind the practical physician of the 
popular use of Turpentine in similar cases. Indeed, it is quite cer* 
tain that in the early stages of Tonsillitis, the latter remedy will 
arrest the disease, when applied to the external throat over the 
situation of the tonsils. Its local curative action is as strictly 
homoBopathic as that of Nitrate of Silver, for either remedy when 
anplied to the mucous surface will cause inflammation, and even 
ulceration. 

Stomach, etc. — Nausea; violent retching and vomiting, with bum- 
ing sensation of long duration in the stomach ;;sensation of heat 
in the stomach. 

Clinical Reicabks. — ^It should be useful in hsmatemesis. Vom- 
iting of blood may be caused (a) by erosion of the mucous coats of 
the stomach, (b) inflammation of the stomach and consequent 
ulceration, (c) rupture of an artery, (d) cancer, (e) disease ot the 
liver and spleen. In all these cases the Erigeron will prove a val- 
uable auxiliaryto such remedies as Hamamelis, Stifphuric acid, 
Ipecac, etc When the vomiting is the result of acute inflamma-. 
tion the higher dilutions will be most appropriate, but when it 
proceeds from ulceration, rupture of an arterjr, or when the blood 
IS black and grumous, then the lowest dilutions will prove most 
efficient. 

Abdomen, Intestines, etc — Cathartics, with burning sensation 
throughout the alimentary canal; thin, papescent stool, with 
burning in the bowels and rectum ; burning in the margin of the 
anos. (The experiment of Dr. Burt, in which he injected the oil 
under the skin of a cat, throws some light on its action on the bowels. 
He got the following symptoms : Undigested stools of meat ; 
stools loose and streaked with blood. Autopsy showed the colon 
and rectum much congested, and in which was dry fiacal matter, 
agglutinated to the surface so firmly as with difficulty to be re- 
moved. All these symptoms, and the patholo'gical condition, point 
to an infiammation of the mucous coats of the colon and rectum). 



LANE MEDICAL LIBRAR 
STANFORD UHW«^ 



16^ NEW HOMG50PATHH? PHOVDTGS. 

Clinical Reha^ks.— It htM been found curative in diarrhoea 
and dysentery. In some portions of the country it is considered a 
specific for ^^bloody.flux." In. domestic practice i have often known 
it to be used in the form of ah infusion, with astonishing results. 
TaJdng the hint from this observation, I have given tha lower 
dilutions in dysentery, with excellent results. Several of my col- 
leagues bear testimony to: its curative action in this disease. It is 
indicated, when the urinary, organs are sympathetically affected, 
and we find;dysuria, or suppression -of urine. The stools are small, 
streaked vrith blood, accompanied with tormina, burning in the 
bowels and rectum. The appearance of scybala (lumps of indura- 
ted fseces) in the discharges would be a further indication for the 
Srigeron. In hsmorrhoidi^ especially in the bleeding variety, this- 
remedy is sjpecifically. indicated. In profuse bleeding^ from the 
hemorrhoidal tumors, we should not rely, entirely upon its internal, 
uscj but apply the diluted tincture locally. In hemorrhage from the 
bowehy the Erigeron will probably prove as valuable as Terebinth, 
to wMch it bears so close analogy. Both remedies are capable of 
causing inflammation and ulceration of the intestinal mucous mem- 
brane. In typhoid fever, dysentery, and, several other diseases, 
ulceration occurs^ resulting in copious and often fatal hemorrhage. 
The usual remedies are Nitric and Sulphuric acids, and Turpentine. 
These remedies arrest the bleeding, and heal the ulceration. Erig< 
eron I believe to have a similar curative action, and. should the 
above medicines fall, I should resort to th^e first or second decimal 
dilution in ten drop doses, repeated every hour, with a confidence 
in the result. ^ . 

Urinary Organs.— The Efigeiron has. a specific affinity for the 
urinary apparatus. Dr. Burt found the cortical substance of the 
Kidneys, (in a cat poisioned with the. oil) slightly congested. At 
first the urine was ^suppr^ed,thei^ increased. In, this, its action 
resembles Cantharis, Cannabis, C6paiv% Turpentipe, eta, when 
given in large doses. The i^uiogenetic. symptoms in men are : (1 ) 
Complete suppression of. urine, with i^aio in the renon of the 
kidneys; urging to urinate, with emissions of only a. few drops of 
burning urine (large dose). Tbigj condition was followed in a day • 
or two bv copioua emissions . of pale urine, 4mellin^ of the oil. 
(2). Small and repeated doses . caused frequent urination, with 
burning in. the urethra.when urinating; discharge.. of n^ucus with 
mine. 

CLimcAL BEXAiBKB.— Dr.: Ring was the first to introduce this 
remedy to the homoeopathic schools for the treatm^t of urinary 
affections. In the .N. A. Journal, of Hom^ Vpl. V., page 282, he 
writes: ^^Recently I have had two oases of dysuria in teething 
children, which yielded to.no remedy until I made use of drop doses 
(two or three drops every two or three hours) of a tincture of the 
Erigeron c The symptoms4n the two cases, were mor^parjioularly 
—pain so as to cause a great deal of crying. on voiding urine, the 
calls for which were frequent. The secretion was abnormally 
increased, and had a very strong odor. The parta externally — both 
were female children— were in, both caim very much. inflamed, or : 
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irritated, with oonriderable mnoos discharged. The children wem 
very fretful at all times. Several remedies we tried in both casep 
without any benefit, but prompt relief followed the use of the 
fleabane/' Nearly every writer upon indigenous remedies hm 
recommended the Erigeron for similar cases, as well as for other 
a£Sdctions of the urinary organs. JSLi$%g says it has been found 
efficient in gravel, diabetes, dropsical affections, dysuria <^ 
chdldrtn^ -pKimvX micturition, and also many nephritic affections. 
*^ It has been used with benefit in diabetes, nephritis, cysitis, and 
to subdue the irritation arising from the presence of calculi in the 
bladder; also, in gonorrhcea and gleet." — (Jones and Soudder). 
Several cases are reported in the Edectic Journal of its successful 
use in hsmaturia, also in chronic vesical catarrh. Coe says he has 
used the Erigeron in gonorrhoea with the most marked and benefi- 
cial results : *'*' It allays the scalding of the urine, and assists mate- 
rially in cutting short the disease. It is of much service in inflamma- 
tion of the kidneys and bladder." All this testimony is eminendy 
suggestive to the homoeopathist. In the stud^ of a medicine, it is 
most important to ascertain its specific f^nity for anv particular 
organ or tissue. This inquiry setUed, we may rationally prescribe ■ 
it in affections of those structures, even before we know the 
pecuKar pathogenetic symptom$ which it causes in those orgauAi 
We have ample testimony that the Erigeron has a specific affinity 
for the urinary organs, as much so as Cantharis or Turpentine ; and 
although its chariicteriatio symptoms may differ from those medi- 
cines, yet we know it will prove useful in nephritis, cystitis, hsemi- 
turia, dysuria, etc. A good proving shovld be made ; but, if we 
can have such careful observations as that of Dr. Ring, we can be 
guided materially in our selection of the drug. 

Genital %rgm ef W^mtm.— Uterine hemorrhage^ with violent 
irritation of the rectum and bladder; hemorrhage from the uterua 
and bladder ; abortion^ with profuse hemorrhage, diarrhoea, and 
dysuria— (from very large doses) ; scanty menses. 

Clinical Bbmasks. — ^We have at conwiand a large amount of. 
clinical testimony, from the most reliable sources, both allppathio 
and homoeopathic, as to its curative action in hemorrhages from die 
uterus, and otiier abnormal discharges from the sczi^ pas8aga(P>r 
JBeach says (Mat. Med.) : ** The oil is an infallible remedy i^. 
hemorrhages, in doses of from five to ten drops.'' King (Obstet- 
rics) savs it *' exerts a powerful influence in menorrhagia and 
uterine nemorrhage. From two to ten drops, on ixufffB^y or evolved 
in alcohol, and mixed in a little mucilage or sweetened water, 
repeated every ten or twenty minutes, usually acts promptly* 
It may possibly have some other influence in checking uterine 
hemorrhage than that of a mere astringent ; for, without the mus- 
cular fibres of the uterus are caused to contract, I do not believe 
the hemorrhage afber delivery can be checked.'' King's theory of 
the action of Erigeron is doubtiess correct. In tympanitis, the gas 
cannot be expelled, unless there is a contraction of the muscular 
coats of the intestines. Turpentine has the same effect in tympa- 
nitis that Erigeron does in uterine hemorrhage, namely : causmg 
20 
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coDtraotion of muscular fibre ; but Erigeron must have also the 
general power pf caugdng contraction of the muscular coats of the 
arteries, else it could not be so specific in all forms of hemorrhage 
(arterial). Goe (Cone. Org. Med.) writes : " Although not a 
specific, it is undoubtedly the best agent we possess for the relief 
of uterine hemorrhage. The dose of the oil, in these cases, is from 
five to ten drops, repeated every thirty or sixty minutes. It will 
act more promptly, being rendered more diffusible, by being pre- 
viously dissolved in alcohol. In addition to its internal administra- 
tion, it may also be applied locally with the best results. A case 
occurred under the observation of the writer, over twenty years 
ago, in which the patient, from excessive loss of blood, was reduced 
to a comatose condition, and incapable of swallowing. A piece of 
cotton wool, saturated with the oil, was introduced into the vagina, 
and placed in dose contact with the mouth of the uterus, when an 
instantaneous stop was put to the bloody flow. During the past 
season we were consulted in a similar case, in which we advised 
the adoption of the above plan, and with complete success." Goe 
says, ^^ it allays the spasmodic pains accompanying leucorrhcea, and 
restrains, without suppressing, the menstrual flow when too pro- 
' fuse." Cases have come under my observation, however, where 
the Erigeron in small doses, has undeniably restrained the menstrual 
flow, when not too profuse. One cannot read the above testimony 
firom Eclectic sources, without noting the similarity of its curative 
action with that of Sabina. In fact, it is a very near analogue to 
Sabina. Both cause, in poisonous doses, abortion^ hemorrhage, etc . 
Both are indicated in nearly the same conditions. Like Sabina, it 
is capable in toxical doses oJr causing congestion, inflammation, and 
even hemorrhage from the kidneys and uterus. We have, in addi- 
tion to the above, some reliable homceopathic testimony as to the 
BPec ifio curative action of Erigeron in uterine hemorrhage. Dr, 
white (Trans. 111. Hom. Med. Ass., vol. 9, p* 66,) states : " I have 
used the volatile oil in the first, second, and third att., as well as the 
crude oil. In uterine hemorrhage, it is the first remedy I have 
recourse to. It has never failed me. I have given from one to ten 
drops of the 1st, and the same internally, as an injection into the 
uterus, in extreme cases." Dr. Rogers reports to me the follow* 
ing cases : (1). A lady, aged thirty five, had an abortion, followed 
by profuse and alarming hemorrhage, which continued for six 
wieeks, in spite of all the efibrts of her allopathic attendants, who 
used all the astringents, etc., at their command. She became 
almost exsanguined, nearly catamose; could not move without 
flooding; and the case was given|up as hopeless. Erigeron, 1st 
dil., was given in ten drop doses, every hour. A piece of cotton 
wool was wet in the same, and applied to the os uteri. TSo more 
hemorrhage took place after the nrst six hours, and under the use 
of appropriate nutriment, &o., the lady made a good recovery. 
(2). A case of profuse and alarming flooding afler labor was 
promptly arrested by the internal administration of Oleum Erig- 
eron Ist dil. Dr. P. H. Hale used it in a case of post-parturient 
hemorrhage. Cold applications, posture, eta, were tried without 
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perceptible effect, but the flooding ceased toon after giving the 
patient the oil of Eri^eron, Ist dil.in fifteen drop doses, every thirty 
minutes. I might add the testimony of a score of other hom<Ba> 
pathic physicians, as to its efficacy in hemorrhf^e from the uterus, 
but enough has been adduced to show that it is a valuable and 
important remedy in such conditions. It will hereafter prove a 
powerful auxiliary to such remedies as Sabina, Trillium, Crocus, 
Secale, Platina, and others of similar virtues. The following may 
be considered a good resume of its curative indications in diseases 
of women : (a.) In profuse ^nd frequent menses, (b.) In dysme- 
norrhcBa with menorrhagia. (c.) In hemorrhage after labor, or 
after an abortion, (d.) In threatened abortion with flooding, (e.) 
In hemorrhage previous to labor, (f .) In profuse lochial discharges. 
(g.) In profuse uterine and vaginal lencorrhosa. It has been found 
useful in palpitation of the heart, when arising from uterine irrita- 
tion. It is alleged to have been used '^ with remarkable success 
in those peculiir headaches which accompany defective menstru- 
ation.'' 

Organs of Cteneration of Men*— (See Urinary Organs.) It has 
been found curative in gonorrhoea and gleet. 

Bespiratory Organs. — Janes and Scudder (Mat. Med.) say : *^In 
coughs and chronic bronchial affections, when attended with 
copious mucus or purulent secretion, and in the incipient stages of 
phthisis attended with bloody expectoration, this agent, used m the 
form of a syrup or infusion, will be found to answer an excellent 
purpose. It is of value in haemoptysis." King records his estimate 
of its value in haemoptysis, also various other eclectic writers. 

DB. BUBT'S BXPBBnCBNT WTTH BBIGEBON CANADElirSB. 

Sept. 5. 4 a. h., injected five drops of the oil under the sMn of 
the foreleg of a cat. Quarter of an hour afterwards mews con- 
stantly ; runs about ; appears restless, uneasy. 5 p. k., lies quiet, 
with eyes half closed. 7 p. m., injected thirty drops of oil. After 
half an hour appears in great dbtress. Profuse secretion of saliva. 
At 8 p. H. is quiet, with mouth open. 

Sept. 6. Passed four stools, natural, during the night ; the last 
slightly streaked with blood; has not urinated; refuses to eat. 
9 A.M., injected fifty drops under the skin of the foreleg ; followed 
by great agitation as b^ore. 10 a. m;, ears and legs very cold ; 
excessive trembling. 4 p. m., has had two undigested stools, and 
urinated. 6 p. h., mjected forty drops ; one hour after unable to 
get up ; trembling excessively. 

Sept. 7. Appears quite natural ; has passed stools and urine 
during the night. Injected thirty drops under the skin of side. 5 
P.H., very weak ; has been trembling all day. 7 p. m., injected fifty 
drops ; tries to walk, but is unable to do so. 8 p.m., injected thirty 
drops. 

Sept. 8. Just alive. Injected 80 drops. Ears and legs very 
cold. Died at 9 a. k. 

Autopsy.— Nine hours after death, encephalic and thoracic 
viscera natural ; liver much congested ; also, the cohn and rec^um^ 
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which were filled with Ary^ fiscal matter, agfflntinated to the intes- 
tines so firmlj as to be removed with difficulty. Kidneys^ cortical 
stibstance, slightly congested. Bladder much distended; other 
abdominal viscera natm*^ 



ERTNGIUM AQUATICUM. 

{Button SndkerooU) 

iThis plant is a native of the United States, growing in swamps 
and wet lands, from Virginia to Texas, and especially on the prairie 
lands. The root is the officinal part. Water and alcohai extract its 
nroperties. (For ftill botanical description, see King's Dispensatory). 
!n o proving of this plant has yet appeared, and the clinical experience 
is very scatity. King says : " it is very usefhl in dropsy, nephritic 
and calculous affisctions ; also, in scrofhla and syphilis ; it is said to 
b^ dioretiio, stimulant, diaphoretic, expectorant, and, in Isi^e doses, 
cfmetic. It has been recommended as a isubstitute for Senega." 
"The pulverized root, iu doses of two or three gnuns, has proved 
very effectual in hoemorrkoida^ ^.udi proUxpaua ani. Two ounces of 
the pulverized root, added to one pint of good Holland gin, has 
effected cures in obstinate cases of ^^onotrAced and gleet (one or two 
fluid drachms three or four times a day). By some praotitioners 
this root is employed as a specific in gonorrhoea, gleet and leucor- 
rhoea. Howard speaks of it as a powerfiil diuretic, and siiys he has 
cured asthenic dropsies with it. He has also used it with benefit in 
gravel. The only mention made of this remedy in the literMure of 
our school, is to be found in Hill and Hunt's Surgery, page 400. In 
the treatment of Spemuxtorrhoea^ after referring to various reme- 
dies, they propose the £ryngium, and give two ^^ remarkable cures" 
made by Dr. Jrarks, of Cincinnati. 

Cctae \8t. ^^ A married man injured his testicles by jumping 
upon a horse; this was followed by a discharge of what was con- 
sidered semen, for fifteen years, during which time he was treated 
allopathically and homceopathically. Dr. P. exhibited a number of 
the usual remedies without permanent benefit. He then gave a 
half grain dose, three times a day, of the third decimal trituration 
of Eryngium aquaticum. In five days the emissions were entirely 
suppressed, and have not returned to this time (over two vears). 
The emissions were without erections, day or night, and followed 
by great lassitude." 

Case 2nd. ^' A married man, not conscious of having sustained 
any injury, was troubled for eight or ten years with emissions at 
pi^ht, with erections. The semen also passed by day with the 
unne. The loss of semen was followed by great lassitude and 
depression for twelve or forty<«ight hours. There was also partial 
impotence. He had been treated allopathicaliy. Dr. P. gave him 
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Fhos. ao. for two weeks without material benefit. He then 
exhibited the Eryngium as above, with like excellent and prompt 
result." 

It does not do as well in the hands of others, for several ph^si* 
cians have informed me they never found it of benefit in similar 
cas es . I have tested it in several instances with like poor success. 
That the remedy has some spedfio affinity for the urinary and 
genital organs appears probable, but we want a pathogenesis to 
guide us in its selection. 



EUPATORIUM AROMATICUM. 

(Wkit$ Snake Moei.) 

This is an indigenous plant, growing from Massaohusetta to 
Louisiana. The root, whicn is the officinal part, has a pleasant 
aromatic odor, and a bitterish taste. ^^ This species of Eupatorinm 
(see Eclectic Mat. Med.) is anti-spasmodic, nervine, diaphoretic, and 
expectorant. It is esteemed a valuaUe nervine, and anti-spasmodio, 
and one peculiarly adapted to many cases of debility and irritabilily 
of the nervous system, such as hysteria or hysterical affections, 
chorea, tremors, convulsive, or spasmodic diseases, subsultns 
tendinum, restlessness and morbid watchfulness, etc., occurring in 
the advanced stage of fevers. It is diaphoretic and expectorant.'* 
The only mention of this medicine in our literature is the 
assertion of Dr. B. L. Hill in his epitome that it is a specific for 
apthous stomatitis in females and children. We can nowhere -find 
that he has given any reason for this recommendation. Judging, 
however, by the perfect rdiabiUty of that gentleman's teaclungs, 
we should perhaps have all confidence in his dictum. Some of our 
physicians say that they have found it useful in nursing sore mouth 
and in apth» of infants. It ma^ be worth a proving, but so long 
as there are such drugs as Trilhnm and Leptandria to be prove<^ 
we shall not recommend it. 

Dr. Wm. Huntington says: *^My use of Eupatorium aroma- 
ticum is quite limited. I have derived considerable benefit from 
its use in alternation with Hydrastus c. in nursing sore mouth. It 
acts as a palliative only. I have also used it with good results in 
apthons affections of the mouth and throat closely resemblkiff 
nursing sore mouth, but the most benefit that I have ever derived 
firom its use has been in those cases of burning at the stomaeh so 
often met with in pregnant females for a few weeks previous to 
confinement In such cases it seldom fidls to give very marked 
relief." 

Dr. Smith Rogers has found the Eupatorium aromati(nim 
effectual in curing apthas and nundne sore mouth without giving 
any other drug in connection with it. Dr. Lodge states that many 
other physiciana have made similar reports. 
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EUPATORIUM PERFOLUTUM, 

There are at least nxteen species of Eupatorium in the Northern 
States alone. The stem of the Eupatorium perfoliatum is villous, 
hirsute, cylindrical; the leaves^ opposite, connate, perfoliate, oblong, 
tapering, acute, senate, rough above, tomentose beneath, heads about 
ten-flowered. The root is perennial, horizontal, crooked, sending 
up manj erect stems, which are simple at base, branched above, 
round, hairy, and of a greyish-green color. The whole plant is 
officinal. The whole plant is intensely bitter, having a peculiar 
flavor, but without astringency or acrimony. Its odor is but 
slight, and it yields its sensible and medicinal properties to water 
and alcohol. It is supposed to contain a resinoid JEkipatorine 
which is said to contain the specific virtues of the plant. 

General Effects. — ^It is decreed by the old school to be diuretic, 
diaphoretic, purgative, emetic, alterative, expectorant, and tonic. 
It proves emeto-cathartio when given in large doses. (Therefore, 
it is homoeopathic to vomiting, with diarrhoBa-^bilious). Prof. Lee 
gives his testimony in favor of its successful use in intermittents, 
but doubts its asserted anti-periodic power. It was in general use 
among the aborigines of this country, on its first discovery, as a 
remedy for intermittent fever, and was accordingly adopted by the 
whites for the cure of the same disease. "Whether it proved suc- 
cessful or not depended very much on its mode of administration* 
Sometimes it would arrest the disease, if freely given in warm 
decoction just before the expected recurrence of the paroxysm, 
proving emetic, or emeto-oathartic, and in other cases it would 
prove successful if given in cold decoction, or the powderisd plant, 
at fire^uent intervals between the paroxysms ; but in a majority of 
oases It &iled to subdue the disease '' (because it was not homoeo- 
pathic to a majority of the cases, any more than is quinine or any 
other medicine). Prof Lee says : " With regard to the use of 
this plant in Ir^uenza^ whether sporadic or epidemic, we have 
proved it possessing great efficacy*— relieving the pain in the back 
and limbs, as well as the general lassitude, with great promptness ; 
&r although in this disease the skin is often bathed in perspiration, 
yet it is of a morbid character — the sur&ce being pale, and mor- 
iHdly sensitive, and the excretion of a passive Mnd. When the 
secretions are of this morbid nature, and the pulmonary system is 
involved, the Boneset has proved in our hands a most valuable 
remedy, inducing a healthy and free perspiratory discharge, and 
replacing the chilly or febrile sensations with a uniform or healthy 
glow." (Yet the Eupat., in large doses, will cause the same 
tmheaUhy perspiration and state of the skin which Dr. Lee men- 
tions, so that he uses it homoeopathically after all.) ^^ As it has but 
slight influence in augmenting the action of the heart and arteries, 
it may be employed with advantage in almost every variety of in- 
4ianunatory action.'' " In the atonic forms of dyspepsia and general 
debility it is relied on by many practitioners as an clfficient remedy* 
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In that form of indigeBtion consequent on the use of alcoholic 
drinks, it has ^royed highly beneficifd, as well as in that of old peopW 
*^It8 efficacy in certain forms of dropsy has been dwelt upon by 
some writers. Dr. Thatcher, who has tried it extensively in varioiM 
diseases, says that in anasarcons swellings of the extremities, de* 
pending on general debility, it may be safely recommended as an 
excellent tonic." Dr. Zollickoffer thinks it possesses medicinal yir* 
tnes which are admirably adapted to a rariety of affections, and that 
in conjunction with sup. tart, potassa, it is one of the most viduable 
remedies in tinea capitis. 

DosB. — ^In old school practice, the concentrated tincture or fluid 
extract is given in doses of one to four drachms. The Eupatorine 
in doses of two or three grains. The Infusion^ (one ounce to one 
pint of boiling water) in doses of two to six ounces, the latter dose 
causing emesis and catharsis. In homoeopathic practice, it has been 
used successfiiDy in agues, in drop doses of the^«^ dilution ; also 
in ten-drop doses of the tincture ; and teaspoonful doses of a cold 
infusion (vide Trans. Amer. Ins. of Hom.). 

Fever* — Chilliness through the night, and in the morning, with 
nausea from Uie least motion ; aching pain and soreness, as if from 
having been beaten in the calves of the legs, small of the back, and 
in the arms, above and below the elbows ; nausea as the chill goes 
off; aching in the bones of the extremities, with soreness of the 
flesh; chiUiness, with excessive trembling and nausea; chillines* 
in the morning, heat through the rest of the day, but no perspira* 
tion. The patient feels worse in the morning of one day, and in 
the afternoon of the next day. Nocturnal sweat, with chilliness, 
from motion, or removal of the covering. A greater amount of 
shivering during the chill than is warranted by the degree ctf cold- 
ness. Ketchinff and vomiting of bile; vomiting after every 
draught; trembling in the back during fever} thirst sevenil 
hours before the chill; chilliness flrom motion; pungent heat 
attending the perspiration at night ; alternate chilliness and flashes 
of heat. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The Bupatorium is recommended by Dm. 
Jaynes, Neidhard, Gray, Williamson and Douglas, in intermittent 
fevers, quotidian, tertian, and quartan. The general and specifio 
indications for its use are said to be : (a.) The paroxysm generally 
commences in th^ morning. TMrst several hours afUr the chil^-^ 
which continues during the ohiU and heat. It has proved curative 
when the symptoms have been: — Chill at seven o'clock in the 
morning, preceded by thirst, and attended with moisture of the 
hands; vomiting at the conclusion of the chiU ; chill in the 
morning ; heat during the rest of the day \ slight perspiration in the 
evening ; heavy chill early in the morning of one day, and a light 
c^ill about noon the next day, and so on successively \ ch^l pre- 
ceded by pain above the right ilium, with thirst and disposition to 
yawn ; pain m the bones early in the morning before the paroxysm; 
the chill is induced or hastened by taking a drink of water; head- 
ache, backache and thirst during the chill ; coldness, with a great 
deal of trembling, attended with nausea ; coldness and stinging 
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and prickiDg, as from pins, in both feet, at the oommencement of the 
chUl; aohing in the bones of the extremities, in the Latter part of 
the chill and in the beginning of the heat; stiffness of the finders 
daring the chill ; aohing pain, with moaning throughout the c^ill. 
(b.) l&obbing headache daring the chill and heat ; violent pain in 
head and b^ before the chiU; distressbs pain through the 
scrobiculus cordis throu^ont the day; chiU and heat; flushed 
&06 and dry hot skin daring the fever; fever, accompanied 
with sleep and moaning, and followed by slight perspiration; 
nausea and sickness at the stomach at the commencement of 
the heat, with violent throbbmg headache; headache and trembling 
daring the heat; fever in the forenoon, preceded by thirst 
early in the morning, but no chill; attended by fatiguing 
ooogh, and not followed by perspiration; great weakness and 
prostration during the fever, with faintness from motion; the 
patient cannot raise his head from the pillow while the fever lasts; 
the heat goes off with moderate perspiration, daring sleep in the 
evening; the thirst continues daring the chill and heat, with vom- 
iting after each draught of water; vomiting of bile at the dose of 
the hot stage ; nocturnal perspiration, with coldness ; fever, with 
despondency of mind, morbid sensitiveness of the skin and sleepless- 
ness* (o) Loose cough in the intermission; cough in the night, 
previous to the paroxysm; thirst throughout the night, before 
the paroxysm, (in tertian ague). 

^^I have for many years implied the Eupatoriam, in cases of 
intermittent fever, when there was little or no sweaty at any time 
during the disease ; and consequently in those forms closely verg- 
ing upon the remittent type."--(2>r. Gray). 

The above clinical symptoms I select from the proving published 
in *^Trans. of Amer. Ins. of Horn." They are there mw'ked with 
an '^, and are the result of the clinical experience with the remedy, 
contributed by Drs. Neidhard, Williamson, and others. The oases 
from which they were taken I give in full : — 

Cases of Intbbmhtent. — ^Dr. ISfeidhard has observed the most 
decided effects from the Eupatorium j^rfoliatum in the treatment 
of certain cases of intermittent fevers, in two of which the following 
symptoms were present : Violent thirst before the chill, and slight 
during it ; nausea and sickness of the ^stomach (in one case vomiting) 
at the commencement of the heat, with viol^it throbbing headache; 
tastelessness of food ; want of appetite ; tongue coated yellow ; 
the chills set in in the morning and lasted for one or two hours ; 
beat during the rest of the day, and slight perspiration in the 
evening. Type certain. In one case Uie sulphate of quinine had 
been administered without preventing tJie recurrence of the 
paroxysms. 

Dr. Williamson has exhibited it successfully m various cases 
of fever. 

Case \st: The chill generally began at nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and lasted four hours from the time, when they commenced, and 
continued about seven hours, and was seldom followed by perspira- 
tion. The next day there was a lighter paroxysm, wluch usoaUy 
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oommenoed at twelTe o*oloek and ceased about tlie same lime in the 
eTeningy as the heavier on the da^ preoedinff. The paroxysms 
ooDtmaed to ocoar thos alternately with bat little variation for the 
epaoe of twenty-three dajs, notwithstanding my unoeasinff efforts te 
arrest them by the administration <^a nnmber of remedies. On 
die 12th of December the following symptoms were present : Chill 
commenced at nine o'clock in the morning, and lasted four hours, 
attended with a eood deal of shiyerine and trembling; raging 
tibdrst before the chill, and during the chul, and heat ; yomitine<M 
whatever was taken into the stomach, and of bile, with distressmg 
pain in the epigastrium; distresmne headache during the heat; 
ferer ceased about eight o'clock in the eveniufir, and was followed 
by inconsiderable perspiration. Enpatorium perfoliatum first, in 
water, a teaspoonfol every hour, in the apyrexia, cured the casCi 
without the occurrence of another paroxysm. 

C<i9e 2d: Bilions diathesis; tertian ague; chill at nine o'clock 
(in the morning, which lasted an hour and a half; thirst in the 
night before the chill; raging thirst during the chill and heat; 
violent headache throughout the paroxysm; some perspiration; 
retching and vomiting during the chill, immediately after chinking ; 
vomiting of bile. Enpatorium perfoliatum first, five drops in aa 
many teaspoonfnls of water, of which she took a teaq>oonful every 
two hours on the alternate day. Eariy on the morning of tm 
expected chill, Eupat. peri^ tincture four drons, in eight teaspoon- 
fnls of water, a teaspoonfid every hour. The pu'oxysm dia not 
return. This patient had been subject to frequent attacks of 
intermittent fever for several yeairs, and had always suppressed 
them with sulphate of quinine, but since the above attack, now a 
period of four years, she had no return of the disease. 

Case Zrd: A girl of fourteen years of age; tertian mter- 
mittent fever ; thirst before the chill ; became stretchy and looked 
pale at nine o'clock in the morning ; felt cold and chilly, but did 
not shake; walked about the house crouched np; was very thirsty 
during the chill and beat, but took only a little si^ of water at 
a time; headache and trembling during the heat; the coldness 
lasted one hour, and the heat about two hours, followed by very 
little perspiration. Eupat. perf. tinct. a few drops in water* 
Dose, a teaspoonful every three hours. 

Ca^ 4tth : At eight o'dock in the morning was attacked with 
pain above the ngnt ilium; thirst and a disposition to ]^awn; 
fingers became stii^ with slight coldness ; upon taking a drink of 
water riiuddering commenced immediately ; chill lasted two hours 
and a half; headache, backache, and thirst during the d^; 
nausea as the chill was going off; the headache was increased, 
but the thirst was diminished during the heat; sensation of great 
weakness during the fever, so much so that she could not rgiae 
her head from the pillow ; trembling in the back, with faintness 
from motion during the fever ; the fever terminated by moderate 
perspiration during sleep in the evening. She felt pain in her 
Dones early in the morning before the attadc Eupat. perf. tincture 
in water a teaspoonful every three hours. 
21 
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Case 5th: Tertian ague, for. two weeks, sickly, sallow 
coontenance ; chill at eight o'clock in the morning ; thirst through- 
out the night previous to chill ; thirst during Sie chill and heat, 
and vomiting immediately after each draught of water; vomiting 
of bile at the close of the hot stage, which was followed by incon- 
ilidcrable perspiration. Eupat. perf. tincture, in water, a teaspoon- 
fnl every three hours. No more chills. 

" Nearly half a century ago, there prevailed throup;hont the 
United States, but particularly in the State of Pennsylvama, a pecu- 
liar Epidemic, which, from the constancy of the attending symptom 
of " pain in the bones,'* was called break-bone fever. The EupaU 
perf., though a diaphoretic, so signaOy relieved the disease, not- 
withstanding ccpi(m8 perspiratian'was a frequent attendant, that it 
was familiarly called bane^et^ a common name by which it is exten- 
rively known. "In all cases of typhoid disease, attended with 
hot, dry skin, it is reputed to be an estimable medicine.*' " It was 
used with great success in an epidemic of Influenza and lake- 
fever, which nrevailed a few years ago in the neighborhood of 
Lake Ontario.'' " In. miasmatic districts, along rivers, at fisheries, 
on marshes ^and their several neighborhoods, where intermittent 
and remittent fevers have prevailed epidemically, the Eupatoriam 
has been a favorite remedy with the most successful practitioners, 
as well as a deservedly popular one in the hands of the people, 
very often superseding the necessity of calling in medical aid. 
In 1812, it was substituted for Peruvian bark, in the treatment 
of intermittent fevers, in the New York Alms House, and with 
uniform success.*' Dr. Williamson recommends it in gastric fevers, 
remittent fevers of typhoid character, bilious fever, etc* It is 
highly recommended as ^prophylacHo against agues. 

Head. — ^Headache with a sensation of soreness internally, better 
in the house; aggravated when first going in the open air ; relieved 
by conversation; pain extending from the forehead to the occiput, 
greatest in left side; ^roddt/ij^r headache; beating pain in the 
nape and occiput, better after rising ; darting pains through the 
temples, with sensation of blood rushing- across the head ; mstress 
on the top and in the back part of the head; shooting pains 
from left to right side of the head ; painful soreness in the right 
parietal protuberance; heoit on the top of the head, with pain, 
which is relieved by pressure; thicmping in the tide of the head, 
above the right ear; soreness and beating in the back part of the 
head. 

Clinical Remabks. ^Besides those symptoms- which are itali- 
CftZdc^ above, the Eupatoriam' has cured certain forms of periodiccU 
lieadache, namely : " A headache with nausea, every other morn- 
ing, when first awaking, which continues all day, with loss of 
appetite during the day, but good appetite during the intervening 
day." Nux vomica will cure such headaches when they occur 
every day. Eupatorium has also cured a ^^ pain in the occiput after 
lying, with sensation of a great weight in the part, requiring the 
hands to lift it." This kind of headache is common in ague 
patients. ■•...■:..,•..;.• r ■ 
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lyM.^-^orenets of the eyeballs; intoleranoe of light; ted- 
M of the marein of the lids, with glutinous secretion from the 
meibomian glands; increased lachrymation; pain and soreness ik' 
left eyeball. 

Clinical Rbbcares. — Soreness of the tyebcMe is one of the 
most common and permanent symptoms of ague, and usually pre* 
oeeds an attack for several days; this symptoms would be a good 
indication for the selection of this medicine. 

Faee.-T-Sickly, sallow countenance ; flushed face ; redness of the 
cheeks, with dry skin ; pale face. 

Moath.*— 'Paleness of the mucous membrane of the mouth; 
tongue coated yellow; white coated tongue; sores in the cor- 
ners of the mouth; dryness of the throat ; soreness of the fauces 
with catarrh. 

Appetite. — ^Insipid taste in the mouth; tastelessness of food. 
Want of appetite ; distaste of food ; nocturnal thirst for some-: 
thing c<dd; thirst for cold water; desire for ice-cream; greal 
appetite. 

CuNioAL REi(ABKS.-^When the Eupatorium is. taken in small 
doses for a few days, the appetite is first increased; a stiU furthiar 
continuance gives rise to unnatural hunger, accompanied by di^^ 
orders of digestion, and finally to complete loss of appetite, and 
loss of taste for food. This remedy is hbmoBopathic to the canine 
hanger which attends or precedes a^e; also when arising from 
abuse of quinine. It is also indicated (secondarily) in the loss oi 
i^petite and indigestion from the same causes. It will be found 
useful in many forms of dyspepsia, anorexia of drunkards^ 
loss of appetite, etc. (See general effects.) 

Stomacli. — ^Belching of tasteless wind, with a feeling of obstruct 
tion at the pit of the stomach ; sensation of something in the 
stomach that ought to come up, without the ability to raise it. 
General shuddering proceeding from the stomach; sensation of 
fullness m the stomach ; beating in the epigastrium — in the night ; 
heat in the stomach; rumsea ; nausea and vomiting of food; 
vomiting of bile ; vomiting of mucus and bile; vomiting of bile 
with tr^nbling^ attended with pain in the epigastrium^ with nausea 
and extreme prostration, alm4>8t syncope; distressing disposition 
to vomiting; nausea and vomiting with free perspiration, and 
expectoration ; qualmishness from odors, the smell of food, cook*' 
ing, etc. 

• Clikioal Remarks.-^ When a warm infusion or decoction of 
this plant is administered, it invariably causes profuse and longer 
continued ' vomiting, nearly always of bile. Hence its reputation 
as a domestic remedy for bilious affections and fevers of that type. 
Its use is resorted to with a great deal of confidence in the forming 
stages'of a bilious fever, and it seems to have the power of arrest- 
ing the attack. It is eminently homoBopathio to vomiting of bile, 
of food, and even of drinks, as soon as taken. 

Liver.— Soreness around the waist; tight clothing is oppressive^ 
Soreness and fullness in the region of the livery tightness in the 
left hjrpochondriam. ^.. . : 
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fntettlHal.— 'Pnrgmg stools, with smarting and heat in the sons. 
Four or five watery stools in the day; tenesmus, with small dia- 
dbarge of loose stool; morning diarrhoea; constipation. 

CuNiCAL Remabxs. — ^Whue the toorm inftiBion causes vomiting 
only, the same preparation when taken cold acts as an active 
eauiartic, causing profuse bilious watery stools, with nausea and 
severe cdic, prostration and relaxation. Catharsis is a primary 
effect of Eupatorium, constipation the remote, secondary. 

Urinary OrfaM.— Urine scanty and high colored; coj^us 
evacuation of limpid urine; dark, brown, scanty urine, depositing 
a whitish clay-like sediment ; voided but once m twenty-four hours. 
Dark colored, but clear urinc^ itdiing of the mons v^ieris. 

Clinical Rs]CABK8.-*-It seems homceonathic to the dark colored 
urine met with in bilious disorders ; also the watery urine observed 
during intermittents. It is said to have been very successful in the 
treatment of a peculiar herpetic eruption, affecting the anus and 
adjacent parts, as the scrotum and thighs, and also extending its 
ravages to the rectum. 

Catarrkal SyMpioms. — ^Flowing coryza; sneenng; hoarseness, 
with rouffhness in the voice; hacking cough in the evening; 
cough with soreness and heat in the bronchia; cough aggravated 
iti the evening. 

Clinical REHASK8.*-The Eupat. per. has an extensive reputa- 
tion in colds, influenza, and catarrhal fevers. In domestb practice 
it is usually given in small doses of the warm infusion, and produces 
copious sweating. Some physicians consider it almost Q>ecifio in 
colds, etc. In homceopathio practice, it has cured, in small doses: 
<* Hectic cough from supposed intermittent fever; nocturnal loose 
cough} hoarse rough cou^h with scraping in the bronchia; vio- 
lent coueh with soreness m the chest ; cough with flushed face 
and t^arml eyes — ^the patient supports the chest with the hands ; 
cough preceding measles; cougn following measles; disposition 
to cough with dyflpnoea." The above are quite prominent symp- 
toms, and show this remedy to have quite a specific action upon 
the bronchial mucous membrane. In eclectic practice it is highly 
esteemed as a ^* cough remedy.'' Its effects on the reqnratory 
tract, seems somewhat analogous to Phosphorus, Tartar emetic, and 
Causticum. It has been found useful in epidemic influenza. (See 
General Effects.) 

(Jlktnt.—I>ifficuUj/ of breathing^ attended with anxious counten- 
ance; perspiration, and sleepiness; painful irritation cf the 
pulmonary organs with heat in the chest ; aching pain under the 
left breast; inability to lie on the left aide; sorenefls in the chest 
from taking a full inspiration; grating sensation in liie chest at 
•very deep inspiration. 

Clinical Rxmax&s. — ^It has been used successfully in asthma, 
bronchitis and even pneumonia. It has given relief in a case when 
the ^^ Dyspnoea was very ^reat, obliging the patient to lie with his 
head and shoulders very high,'' also the two symptoms itaUeused. 

Back. — ^Weakness in the small of the back ; deep seated pain 
in the loins, with soreness from motion ; pain in IHm back as from 
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abrnise ; beating pam in the nape of the neek; pain in badk and 

loiter extremiHes. 

Hn^T Ixtremltiet. — Soreneee and aching in the arms and fore- 
aimft; stifihess of the arms; painful soreness in both wrists, as if 
broken or dislocated ; stiffness of the fingers with obtnseness of 
the sense of touch ; heai in the pabns of the hands, sometimea 
with moisture. 

Lower IxIreMltles. — ^Pain in a spot not larger than a pea, over 
the left hip, with soreness ; pain with extreme sensitiveness in the 
left glutei muscles, passing around in front of the trochanter major; 
bummg in the Ain, on the inner side of the thighs of a femlale; 
flag^ng of the muscles of the left thigh, as if they were fidling 
off the bone. The puns are worse from ten o'clock, a. m., untu 
four o'clock, p. ic Pain and soreness of the upper part of the left 
fi>ot, with increased sensibility of the left big toe ; tne pain in the 
toot is increased by standing on it. Stifihess and general soreness 
of the lower extremities when rising to walk ; oimres of the legs 
feel as though they had been beaten; soreness and swelling of 
both feet, when standing on them, in a ffouty subiect; pain in the 
first joint of the left great toe, whicn suddenly moves to the 
oorrespcMiing joint of the right one ; pricking in the soles of the 
ftet; aching pain in the right hip, while sitting; lameness in the 
right hip and lower extremity, when walking; soreness and 
adiing of the lower limbs ; throbbing in the right foot : rheu- 
matic pains on the inside of the left knee; dropsical swellinj^ of 
both feet and ankles ; heat in the soles of the feet in the mommp^. 

Clinioal Rxmabks. — ^Dr. Williamson considerB it indicated m 
Bheumatic affections, accompanied by perspiration and soreness of 
the bones. Also in Gouty affections. It is said to have cured 
^ Gouty inflammation of the left knee and right dbow.'' ^^Dro^ 
sical awelling of both feet and ankles," also symptoms recorded 
above. 



EUPATORIUM PURPTJREUM. 

(Qu0m9fih$MHidow. Ora/^H root.) 

This plant, known all over the United States by the common 
names above given, grows abundant! v in low wet ground. It flow- 
ers in August and September, and the rocty whidi is the officinal 
portion, should be collected in the fallw The active principle, 
JEupatorine^ or Mipurpurinj as it is sometimes called, is said to 
contain, in a great degree, the medicinal properties of the root. 
Probably no plant has such an extensive reputation among the peo- 
ple in diseases of the kidneys and bladder, and such a popularity 
must be found upon some reliable foundation. In an extensive 



166 NEW HDMCEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

ooontry practice for manj years, I found it used snooemfuUy in the 
most obstinate cases of dropsy, gravel (so-called) and chronic renal 
and vesical diseases. It is Irom these popular uses that the eclec- 
tic physician has gained his empirical knowledge of this remedy. 
It is decreed to be'dioretio, stimulant, astringent, tonic, and anti- 
liUiic. 

^^ There is no doubt but what this agent exerts a specific influ- 
ence upon the kidneys, increasing the quantity of urine secreted, 
and to some degree the amount of solids excreted in it. It has 
been employed in atonic dropaes, chronic nephritis, catarrhus 
vesicsB, attended Mdth ulceration ; chronic irritation of the bladder, 
attended with increased mucous secretion. It has also been em- 
ployed in hsematuria, gleet, leucorrhoea, and other forms of female 
weakness, rheumatism and gout, with success. It is a popular 
remedy in gravely and, said by some to possess solvent powers ; 
although we cannot award it any positive powers of that kind yet, as 
it increases the amount of water excreted, which is acknowledged 
to be the best solvent for stone, and always allays irritation of the 
bladder, we must consider it at least the e<)ufll of Uva ursi and 
Ohimaphila. We have used the JSkipurpuHny and consider it amons; 
our most efficient curative agents in diseases of the kidneysi blad- 
der, and urethra. In one case of marked cUbuminuria^ when other 
agents had failed to produce any relief, the continued use of this 
remedy for two weeks entirely relieved the patient. In two oases 
of Diabetes ineipidtM, its use was attended with the same results* 
We have also employed it in incontinence of uriney especially in 
children, with good effects. It is of the most importance, however, 
in allaying irritation of the bladder; in many cases of this kind 
caused by displacement or chronic inflammation of the uterus, or 
arising during, or after pregnancy, we have obtained more benefit 
from its use than from any other agent.'' (Eclec. Mat. Med.) 

Dr. Kmg say^: ^'It is used with excellent effect in dropsioiad 
affections, stranghry, gravel, and all chronic urinary disorders, 
hsBmaturia, gout and rheumatism." 

It is in the class of diseases just named, that I know it to be more 
useful. I have known it to remove symptoms of the urinary 
organs, that had resisted the use of Canth., Cann., Copaiva, Pulsa- 
tilla and Thuya. My experience with this variety of Eupatorium 
has been quite e:i:tens|ve, and my observation of its use . sire equally 
so. It seems to be a close analogue of Uva ursi, Cannabis, Cbima- 
{>hila, Pulsatilla, and Copidva< . I have known it, when taken exces- 
sively, as it often is by the country people, to materially aggravate 
renal difficulties, and even give rise to the very symptoms for which 
it is so strongly recommended, and so really useful. To be more 
specific, I have cured with this remedy a severe case of strimgury^ 
in a female, due to uterine displacement ; the usual remedies had 
been used without benefit. In -a case of excessive irritation of the 
bladder, with large deposit of iithatea in the urine, it removed all 
the symptoms in a week. Several minor oases might be mentioned. 
Next to Apocynum cann., I consider it the most powerful remedy 
we possessyfor the aUeviatioo, and even permaneiit care of Dropay. 
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It is eTen saperior to diat medicine, for its action on the kidneys 
is of a more pervading and profound character, t . e., it is capable of 
modifying the yarions tissues of those organs, to a greater degree 
than the Apooynum. One of the inost intractable oases of dropsy, 
due apparently to renal disease, that ever came under my care, I b^ 
lieve to have been permanently cured by the tincture of this root. 
I usually use the mother tincture^ and lower dilations ; a few drops 
at a dose, every two or six hours, as required. 



EUPHORBIA COROLIiTA. 

{Go-Quiek. MUk^weed. Spurge.) 

This i)lant is as yet but rarely used in Allopathic or Homceopa^ 
thio practice, but our Eclectic colleagues have made extensive tnids 
with it in disease for many years, and thus indirectly given us some 
valuable pathogenetic hints. But, much as it is used by that school, 
their literature contains but little in its reference to therapeutic 
power. With physicians of that school it supersedes the use of Lobelia 
or Ipecac, as an emetic or diaphoretic ; and is substituted for the 
Podophyllum, Jaiap, <&;c., as an active cathartic. But in the doses 
ki which it is administered, it is often prodncdVe of unpleasant and 
«Ten dangerous symptoms, and capable of doing much mjury to the 
gastric mucous membrane. 

I have never administered it in disease, save in a strictly homoeo- 
pathic manner, but I have experimented upon myself, testing the 
effects of the dried root in gram doses ; and I have often had op- 
portunities of observing its immediate and remote effects upon the 
persons of the patients of eclectics. 

The Euphorbia cor. belongs to the l^at. Ord. EuphorbiacesB, 
with the Euphorbia o£, of Hahnemann ; and the Euphorbia 
ipecacuanha ot American writers. There are two other varieties, 
the Euphor. maculata, and E. hypericifolia but as their effects are 
quite different from the former, they cannot properly belong to the 
same group of remedial agents. 

The E. off., of which we have a proving by Hahnemann himself, 
is one of the most irritating and powerful agents known, in its ac* 
tion upon the skin and gastric mucous membrane. It is said to have 
an irritant effect upon the brain. It is seldom if ever used internal- 
ly bv the old school, because of its severity of action. Its principal 
use IS externally as a rubefacient or vesicant. Hahnemann, although 
he does not give a picture of its general effects upon the skin, men- 
tions its causing erysipelas of the face of a severe character. But its 
real sphere of action is more like that of Oroton tiglium, than any 
other drug. It causes a most intense inflammatory cezema, which 
often puts on an erysipelatous appearance. ' - > 
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In Hahnemaiin'B proving, suffioient prominence is not ^ven to its 
effects upon the stomach and intestines, although heigives a few of 
the symptoms indicative of its peculiar action in that direction. 
The E. Ipecacuaha has be^i used by American botanic phyncians, 
and by the country people in domestic practice, for many years, as 
a prompt and easy emetic. It is the mildest of this claas, causing 
free and copious emesis and catharsis, widi little pain, except when 
given in large doses. Yet the milky juice of this variety will, when 
applied to the skin, produce vesication and eczematous inflamma- 
tion. It is used by the eclectics as an emetic, diaphoretic, expec- 
torant, and epispastio. They claim that it is superior to Elatenum 
as a hydragogue in dropsy ; that it will bring on the menstrual dis- 
charge when given in cathartic doses ; and is useful in hepatic tor- 
por, bilious colia <fec. 

Probably it is not specifically indicated in any of these disease|, 
but may prove homoeopathic to some form of eczema, gastric dis- 
order, with irritation of the mucous coat of the stomach and bow- 
els. But it is the Euphorbia corollata which I prefer to consider, 
as being the more powerful remedy, and perhaps more capable of 
attaining a position in our Materia Hedica, by the side of the 
E.-o£ This plant is incorrectly termed by Wood, Kinj^, and other 
writers as the ^Uar^e fiowerinff spurge.'' In their botanical 
descriptions, the pecuUarities of the aifferent varieties are mingled 
together, so that I can nowhere find a correct description of the 
E. -Corollata. It grows in waste and sandy places all over Canada 
and the Northern States, flowering in July and August. It has 
several straight stems rising from a small yellowish root, which, 
when broken, yields a nulky juice which irritates the slm when 
applied to it for a few minutes, creating a pustular eruption. The 
stidk contains the same juice, but of less strength. The bark of 
the root is the officinal part, and, together with the whole root, 
inodoroics and tastdessi Its virtues are imparted to water and 
alcohol. The tincture of the powdered bark, or the bark itself^ 
triturated with sugar or milk after the usual manner, is the best 
m€^od of preparation. Being destitute of taste, it is easily given 
to children, should it be necessary to use the lower triturations. 
Pellets saturated with the mother tincture, the first trituration or 
the strong tincture, or powdered bark, should be used m provings. 
Its action on the system is intense and peculiar. It is called hj 
the country people by the expressive name of Go quick^ referring 
to its quick and proinpt action. I am indebted tx> Dr. A« R. 
Brown, of Litchfield, Mch., for many interesting &cts relating to 
its action. It is considered by those who use it, as the most power- 
ful '* revulsive agent " in their Materia Medica, in all cases of local 
congestion, especially of the lungs and head ; also in inflammation 
of Uie pleura, lungs and liver, and it is used as a substitute for 
bleeding and Calomel Its admirers allege that it will certainly 
arrest the progress of the above affections in a few hours, and 
break up m simple fevers. This is of oourse erroneous, but it 
nminds one oCtiie fieUieboriam.'Of the ancients, so graphically 
dMoribed 1^ H n^aJb^ AfK.iio drqg with whi<£ I atn 
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acquainted so maoh resembles the Yeratrnm albam. It will be seen 
that its near analogues are also Jatropha, Elaterium, Croton-tig. 
Arsenicum, Tartar-emetic^ Verat. viride ; and will undoubtedly 
prove as useful in practice. 

Dr. Brown, who has repeatedly tested the pure effects of the 
root upon his own person, thus describes the action. After taking 
the dose (twenty-five grains of the powdered root) and while in 
good health no effects were noticed for about one hour and a hal^ 
when suddenly, with no premonitory symptoms of pain, a distress- 
ing sense of deathly nausea set in, accompanied in a few minutes 
by faintness; then suiden and powerful vomiting o^^ first the food, 
etc., in the stomach, then of large quantities of water mixed with 
mucus, then clear fluid like rice-water. In less than a minute after 
the vomiting commenced, great commotion in the bowels, followed 
immediately by copious watery evacuations, set in. This simulta- 
neous vomiting and diarrhoea continued for nearly an hour, at short 
intervals, or intermissions, all the while accompanied by great 
anxiety, a death-like sense of faintness and exhaustion ; cool-skin-*- 
covered with beaded sweat ; cold hands, feet, and nose, and great 
weakness. In about two or three hours all these symptoms passed 
away, leaving only weakness as from hunger, no pain or distress, 
onlv a peculiar languor. During the height of its action the pulse 
sank to forty. After taking fifty grains the effects were mucU 
more intense, but lasted only a little longer. It resembled more 
nearly a severe attack of sea-sickness, or cholera morbus, than any- 
thing the doctor could imagine. Taken in doses of two or three 
grains every two or three hours, it causes languor, perspiration, 
and softness of the pulse. 

King (Dispensatory), says, ** fifteen or twenty grains of the 
powdered root will excite emesis, rarely occasioning j^ains or* 
spasms, and giving rise to very little previous nausea or giddiness. 
Four grains given every three hours, will act as a diaphoretic 
When given in large doses it is apt to induce inflammation of the 
mucous coat of the stomach and bowels, with hyper-catharsis. It 
causes distressing nausea with prostration.'' 

Wood^ (Therapeutics, Vol. II, p. 442). It is not like Ipeoao- 
uanha, safe in over doses, but when taken too largely acts with great 
harshness, causing much nausea, violet vomiting, hypercatharsia, 
and symptoms of general prostration. Other medical writers speak 
of it in much the same manner ; but the most extended notice of 
its virtues which has yet appeared, is from the pen of Dr. Grover 
Coe, in a work on " Concentrated Organic Medicmes." Were Dr. 
Goe a homoBopathist, he would appear in a much better light in his 
essay on remedial agents, as it is, he makes himself obscure and 
sometimes ridiculous, by seeking to account for the modua operandi 
of certain medicines, upon vague and theoretic grounds, and by 
ignoringthe law of Similia, 

Of Euphorbiny the concentrated principle of the £.-corrollata, 
he says : ^^ The Euphorbia is a reliable acquisition to our indigenous 
materia medica, and fulfills many important indications. In small^ 
repeated doses it acts as a diaphoretic, iududug free perspirationi 
22 
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deterges the mncotis coats of the stomach and bowels, stimulates the 
AiDctions of the liver, and corrects the tendency to coUiquaiive 
diarrhcBol dischargea,^'* (\\) '^When administered as an emetic, 
it will generally vomit without exciting any previous nausea, while 
at other times considerable prostration of the muscular system with 
lingering nausea will be observed; paleness of the countenance, 
and cooU moist state of the skin, from which, however, the patient 
rapidly recovers, as soon as the medicine has operated on the 
bowels." ^^ We deem the Euphorbia one of the most powerful 
and at the same time, safest revulsive remedies that can be admin* 
istered for the relief of cerebral congestions. It excites powerfully 
the absorbent and venous systems, and is therefore frequently em* 
ployed for the removal of dropsical effusions, removing them when 
other means fail." [This is all vague theory. It acts similarly to 
the Elaterium.] 

After stating pretty fully its irritating action on the mucous 
coat of the stomach and bowels, this author, strangely enough, goes 
on to say : ^^ We have found the Euphorbin of much ability in the 
treatment of cholera in&ntum, diarrhoea, and dysentery. (I) u seems 
to exercise a peculiar control over the glandular structure of the 
intestinal canal, correcting and giving tone to the action of the 
secreting vessels, and ))romoting the assimilation of nutritious 
miatters." All of which is mere nonsense. It acts by virtue of its 
power to cause similar patholo^cal conditions in healthy peraons. 
Is it not strange that allopathic writers should labor so hard to 
cover up the real action of drugs, when the actual law of their 
remedial action is so apparent to every sensible mind ? With 
a full knowledge of its power to cause ^^ hypercatharsis with 
inflammation of the bowels, cramps, and vonuting," he says: 
*^ We (I) have administered it in cases of cholera in&ntum, when 
the alvine discharges were watery, copious, and offensive, and had, 
as the result of its operation, well-digested stools without fo&tor.'' 
Then, to gloss this, to him incomprehensible power, he resorts 
to unworthy special pleading, thus : '< We have been unable to 
discover that the Euphorbin acts as a special irritant upon the 
bowels, but, on the contrary, esteem it as a corrector of irritation.'* 
(In small doses.) ^^ Our observaticms of its operation have led us 
to the conclusion that the irritation sometimes observable is the 
result of an increased activity on the part of the eliminating vessels 
of the alimentary canal, and the consequent depurition of certaioi 
morbid and acrid materials from the blood, which being brought in 
contact with the mucous surfiiocs, constitute an extraneous cause of 
excitement." This lan^^uage reminds one of the obscure and fogey 
reasoning that our medical grand&thers indulged in a few centuries 
ago — a jareon of unmeaning phrases. 

The Euphorbium-cor. causes, like the yerat.^alb. and its 
analogues, a decided and profound depression of the vitality 
of the nerves of the stomach and bowels, and an utterly relaxed 
condition of the intestinal capillaries. It induces a patholog- 
ical and pathogenetic state, which presents a picture r^sem- 
Uing with wondertttl fidelity obolera. morbus, cholera infi^tj;^|^ 
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colliquative diarrhcBft, sea-sickness, and many other forms of lesion 
affecting the digestive tube. It may act in large doses as a direct 
local irritant, in the same manner as Tartar-emetic; for the juice of 
the root will produce vesication and pustules upon the skin, and 
perhaps upon the mucous membrane. JBut it certainly possesses a 
dynamic power, which exercises a profound influence tnrough the 
medium of the nerves. 

Pathogenesis, — A resume of the symptoms after Hahnemann'0 
method would be as follows : 

Heady Ac* — Vertigo; Swimming in the head, with fMntness, 
dimness of sight, and prostration ; everything seems to be whirl- 
ing around ; vertigo, with ringing in the ears; he fears he is going 
to die ; death-like sensation, with anxiety of miud ; no desire to 
live unless relief comes soon. 

Bigestive Tract, 4^.-^ Burning in the mouth and on the tongue 
after taldng the dry powder; vesicles on the "lips and ton^e 
after taking the fresh root ; sudden nausea one hour after takmg 
the powder, followed in a few minutes by sudden and forcible 
vomiting and diarrhoea of watery (rice-water) fluid, with sinking, 
anxious feeling at the stomach, &intness, slow and week pulse ^40), 
cool skin, cool hands and feet, which become affected with painful 
cramps; profuse colliquative discharges from the bowels, like the 
evacuations in cholera, with painful spasms of the intestines; cold 
sweat on the body and extremities ; spasms of the legs and feet. 

Pathology. — I had intended to make some experiments on ani- 
mals, with the view of showing its pathological effects upon the 
mucous membranes of the stomach and bowels, but have been una- 
ble to devote the necessary time. I hope to present the profes- 
sion with the results of such experience soon. This article is pub- 
lished to call the attention of my colleagues to this important 
remedy, and ask their assistance in perfecting its pathogenesis. If 
we tnay be allowed to judge from analogy, we can safely affirm that 
its phvsiologicchpathological effects are similar to those caused by 
the Eiaterium, V erat. alb. and viride, Jatropha curcas., and perhapcr 
Aconite. 

CLTNncAL RsMABKS. — ^This remedy is perfectly homoeopathic, 
judging from its pathogenetic symptoms and its known effect in 
disease, to many morbid conditions of the digestive tube ; many seri^ 
ous and severe diseases of the stomach and bowels, as well as some 
affections of the liver, kidneys, and sMn. In some forms of aphthcB^ 
accompanied by vomiting or diarrhoea, and that condition of the 
alimentary mucous membrane characterized by any aphthous 
exudation extending from the mouth tO the anus. This condition is 
often seen in children and nursing women, and vulgarly known as 
" thrushJ* In this affection I should advise the lower dilutions of 
the tincture of the plant. After this, Hydrastus, Rhus-vemix, 
Borax, and Arsenicum or Tartar-emetic may be tried. In weakly 
subiects Phosphoric and Sulphuric acids will prove useful. Chlorate 
of Potash is an admirable remedy in some cases. Sea-sickness and 
the severe vomiting of pregnancy will be benefitted by the medium 
dilutions of the tincture of the dried root. It is useful in the 



172 NEW HOMOEOPATmO PROVINGS. 

Yomiting which arises from fright, over iDdul^enoe in ices, fruits, 
etc., or from the effects of acnd matters in ^e stomach, snch as 
large doses of Ipecac, Antimony, Lobelia, etc. In cholera morbus 
and cholera infantum we have abnndant proof of its utility. I 
have known it to cure these affections after the usual remedies had 
entirely failed. In such conditions, if the evacuations be add in 
their nature, the acidity should be corrected by small quantities of 
Carb. soda or Magnesia, otherwise the prompt curative effects of 
the Eupborbium will not appear. This is a point too often ignored 
by homoeopathic physicians. Hahnemann taught that these chemi- 
cally altered conditions of the fluids were the result of actual acid 
fermentation of the contents of the stomach and intestines, and 
must be met by remedies which act in a chemical manner. Many 
remedies, apparently well chosen, will not act beneflcially in such 
conditions, but act promptly upon its removal, the acid in such 
cases antidoting, perhaps destroyiug, its medicinal principle. In 
acute enteritis^ gastritiSy and other inflammatory diseases of the 
gastric and intestinal mucous membrance, I should conuder it 
admirably indicated, if the other symptoms correspond. In toxical 
doses it undoubtedly causes active inflammation of their structures, 
and then, instead of watery evacuations, we may have mucous and 
bloody discharges, accompanied by pain and tenesmus. In these 
diseases the higher dilutions would be preferable. The coUiguative 
diarrhoea of consumptive and typhoid patients may be benefited by 
this remedy, as also those obstinate chronic diarrhoeas which are 

J>revalent among soldiers in camps, and are probably caused by bad 
bod and worse water. It will undoubtedly prove useftil in many 
of the diseases of children, such as sympathetic or. irritative fever, 
worm fever ; in fact, all febrile action when caused by irritation of 
the bowels. Dr. Coe says : " We value it exceedingly in the treat- 
ment of the indigestion of children, and for the removal of all that 
train of symptoms which is usually supposed to indicate thci pres- 
ence of worms. These are : loss of appetite, or it may be variable, 
voracious at times, and none at others; furred tongue; feverish- 
ness ; foetid breath ; bloating of the stomach ; constipation, or, on 
the contrary, a troublesome diarrhoea ; emaciation ; peevishness ; 
wakeliilness, etc.'' In such cases I had the best effects from the 
first decimal trituration of the root-bark, or the third trituration of 
the Euphorbin. But Santonine is the most reliable specific. Finally, 
it may prove useful in some of the exanthemas, such as eczema, 
pustular ring-worm, erysipelas, and milk-crust of children when asso- 
ciated with diarrhoea. I do not know whether its internal administra- 
tion will cause its peculiar effects on the skin ; my experiments were 
not carried far enough to test the matter. We may safely suppose 
however, that it may thus act, similarly to Croton, Rhus, and 
Tartar-emetic. In all affections of the skin, its external use as a 
lotion. Cerate, or Glycerole should accompany its external admin- 
istration. I earnestly solicit a trial of its remedial virtues in the 
above mentioned diseases; and careful provings on healthy 
persons, and the lower animals. 
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GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS. 

{TfUow Jetsamine,) 

The Root is the officinal part, and yields its yirtnes to water 
and alcohol. ^ 

Descbiption. — Th is p lant is likewise known by the name of 
Meld Jessamine, and Woodbine; it is the Bignonia Sempervirens 
of Linnaeus, and the Gelseminum nitidum of Michaux and Pursh. 
It is named the Gelsemii^m nitidum by some authors. It has a 
twisting, smooth, glabrous stemj with opposite, perennial lance- 
olate, entire leaves, which are dark above, pale beneath, and which 
stand on short petioles ; the flowers are yellow, having an agreeable 
but rather narcotic odor, and stand on axillary peduncles; die 
calyx is very small, with ^ve sepals; the coro^ is funnel-form 
with a spreading border, and five lobes nearly equal; stamens five; 
pistils two; capstde two-celled, compressed, flat, two-partible; 
seeds fiat, and attached to the margins of the valves. The berries 
are black. 

This is one of the most beautiful climbing plants of our 
Southern States, ascending lofty trees, and forming festoons from 
one tree to another, and in itsfiowering season, in the early spring, 
scenting the atmosphere with its delicious odor. On account of 
its gorgeous yellow flowers, and the rich perfume which they 
impart, as well as the deep shade it affords, it is extensively culta* 
vated in the gardens of the South as an ornamental vine. It grows 
in the North as an exotic. It begins to blossom about the first of 
March, and its blossoming season lasts until the end of May. The 
root is several feet in length, with scattered fibres, and varies from 
two to three lines in diameter, to nearly two inches. The internal 
part of the root is woody, and of a light yellowish color, the 
external part or bark, in which the medicinal virtues are said prin- 
cipally to reside, is of a light snuff color, and from half a line to 
tluree lines in thickness. 

A vine, the root of which is sometimes gathered for the Gelsem- 
minum, resembles it very much in appearance, though it is of a 
lighter color, and the outer bark is covered with white specks or 
marks somewhat similar to those on young cherry or peach limbs, 
and the lower part of old vines become rough and have small ten- 
drils that fasten upon the bark af trees, and which are never seen 
on the Gelseminum. The bark of the vine is also more brittle, and 
the leaves are always on long footstalks, which are opposite, at the 
end of which are two opposite leaves, almost exactly resembling the 
Aristolochia Serpentaria. The root is almost white, very touffh, 
straight, and about the same length of the medicinal root, and has 
a slightly bitter, disagreeable nauseous taste. I never saw any of 
the flowers, though they are said to resemble the others in shape, 
but are snowy white, with a slight, unpleasant odor. The vine is 
called the White Poison Vine and White Jessamine. 

I am thus particular in giving a connect description of this 
plant, in order that there shall be no mistake about the matter* 
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Homceopathio phftHnacentistB, above all others, should be scmpti- 
lously careful to prepare the medicines we use in their utmost 
purity. The Gelseminum, more than any other vegetable remedy, 
demands the most careAd preparation. It is not known to me 
Whether the leaves possess any medicinal qualities. But I should 
suppose from analogy that they possess as much comparitive power 
as the leaves, etc., of Aconite, or Veratrum viride. The tincture 
made from the flowers is comparatively inert. 

ToxicoLOGiCAL Epfkcts.— W c do not find any well authenticated 
report of any case of fatal poisoning from the use of Gelseminum, 
and do not know therefore what pathological changes it produces in 
the human body. 

Case 1. — ^This is said by King to be the first known case of 

Sdsoning by Gelseminum; and that by it, the plant was first 
ought into notice. ** A planter on the Mississippi, while laboring 
under a severe attack of bilious fever, which resisted all the usufd 
remedies, sent a servant into his garden to -procure a certain medi- 
cinal root and prepare an infrision of it for him to drink. The serv- 
ant by mistake collected another root, ^the Yellow Jessamine,) 
and gave an infrision of it to his master wno, shortly after swallow- 
ing some of it, was seized with the following — 

Symptoms. — Complete loss of muscular power ; was unable to 
move a limb, or even to raise his eyelids, although he could hear, 
and was cognizant of circumstances transpiring around him. His 
friends, greatly alarmed, collected around him, watching the result 
with much anxiety, and expecting every minute to see him breathe 
his last. After some hours he gradually recovered, and was 
astonished to find that his fever had left him." — {Kin^a Diap.) 

In this case no treatment was reported to have been given, yet 
the man recovered perfectly, besides being rid of an obstinate fever. 
Ko one can compare the above symptoms with those of Catalepsy, 
without remarking the striking resemblance. It ought to prove a 
specific for that malady. 

Case 2. — Several deck hands of a steamer on the Mississippi 
rirer, tapped a barrel of tincture Gelseminum which they supposed 
to be whisky. All who drank of it were more or less affected. 
The symptoms were about the same as in case 1 . It was reported 
that two out of these three died, but Dr. H. H. Hill, who was 
present, says they were saved by the employment of Quinine and 
Capsicum in large doses, aided by external stimulation. 

He makes the following report of these cases : ^^ In the sum- 
mer of 1863, late in June or early in July, I had five barrels of 
tincture of Gelseminum shipped from Vicksburg, Mississippi. The 
boat grounded on a sand bar on the Ohio river near night. I hap- 

Eened to see the barrels on deck, they having been taken out of the 
old in shifting freight. I requested the mate to have the barrels 
lowered again as they contained medicine, and it was not safe in 
case the hands should get at them. The next morning another 
boat made its appearance, and the captain told us we had better 
get aboard of that boat as it was of light draught. As we were 
^retting aboard, I heard two physicians say to the captain that 
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some of bis men had been drinking alcohol or aome poiaon, and two 
or three of them wer^ about dead. They told the captain to 
give them an emetic. Being well convinced what they had been 
drinking, I told him not to do so, as they were already too much 
relaxed, and that they needed stimnlants. During the night 
they had opened a barrel and drawn a bucket full, as I learned 
from the men, and had drank it from tin cups, it was supposed 
from half a pint to a pint each. They looked very much Uke 
dead men, their eyes were closed; circulation very feeble; no 
pulse perceptible ; and breathing so low that it could hardly be 
perceived at all. Two of the men were taken on board the 
other boat and the other three were left. I went up the river 
with the two men and gave them stimulants, and in less than 
two hours they were able to walk. They recovered. When I 
got to Louisville, I learned that there was a statement in the 
Louisville Journal that it was supposed that the three men who 
were lefb behind were dead, they having been left in an apparently 
dying condition, Some three days afterwards the boat got up, and 
another statement appeared in the paper that stimulants had been 
given to them and they had recovered.^ 

Case 3. — A lady aged 24, suffering from Typhoid Pneumonia, 
took ten drops of Tincture Gelf eminum ; in an hour eleven more ; 
and in two hours after twelve drops: Shortly afterwards appeared 
the following — 

Symptoma, — She could not see any one in tJbe room, although 
persons stood close by the bed. Her eyes were wide open, pupiU 
dilated, pulse regular and fiill, skin natural and healthy in color, 
feet and hands cold. She seemed to know all that was going on ; 
described her symptoms ; said she felt famt ; felt as thougn her 
blood had ceased circulating and that her head felt very light. 

TreatmerU. — She was given a teaspoonful of Aromatic spirits of 
Ammonia in water, and repeated in fifteen minutes. At the expi- 
ration of half an hour she said ahefeU perfectly weU^ complained of 
no pain whatever; the fever was subdued, and in four days she 
was quite able to rise from her bed. — {Dr. lAmgren^ of FrwMmj 

Cme 4. — ^Dr. B- ■, a practicing physician in one of the 

upper counties in Georsia, while suffering from a severe nerv<Mis 
toothache, took what he guessed was about thirty drops of tho 
tincture. 

&ympt(yifM.-^xi ten minutes he said, ^^I cannot see you." EQa 
eyes were wide open, pupil dilated ; pulse eighty to ninety. Ho 
attempted to walk, and staggered like one intoxicated. (He was 
immediately given a dose of Ipecac, as an emetic). He wrote with 
a pencil on paper, for he could not speak, "I am very sick ; wish 
to vomit but cannot." In a few moments he vomited, but the 
discharge passed through the nostrils. His bands and feet became 
icy col<^ pulse regular, eighty to ninety. 

TreatmeM. — Warm bricks were applied to his feet, his hands 
and ankles were chafed ; strong Aqua ammonia was placed to hift 
nose and upon bis ^est. In an hour be wa^ able to speak. Th» 
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next he complained of being very faint ; took aromatic spirits of 
Ammonia, and the next day rode home a distance of twenty-three 
miles. It is needless to say the toothache left him — [lb.] 

Case 6. — ^A convict in the N. H. State Prison swallowed one- 
andra-half ounces of the fluid extract, with intent to poison him- 
sel£ The effects were, great prostration, nausea and vomiting, dila- 
ted pupils, inability to speak or move, coldness of the surface, feeble 
pulse, etc. The effects passed off^ with proper antidotes, in about 
twenty-four hours.— (2>r. Pattee^ in TUden^a Journal.) 
, In this case we observe nausea and vomiting, which is a rare 
effect of the drug. 

Case 6. — " In one case a lad of twenty-seven years of age 
swallowed six fluid drachms of the tincture without any permanent 
injury .'»—(2>r. King^ 

Antidotes. — ^Unless the person is seen immediately after the 
drug is taken emetics, it is said, are not safe or advisable, on 
account of the additional prostration they may cause. In fact none 
but the most stimulating emetic substances would have any effect 
upon a stomach paralyzed by a large dose of Gelseminum. Proba- 
bly the best emetic remedy is mustard, a teaspoonful of the ground 
seed in half a cup of warm water» Ammonia is a valuable anti- 
dote to the prostrating effects of the drug, as also are Quinine, 
Capsicum, and Brandy. Dr. King states that a piece of common 
coarse salt, about the size of a pea, chewed and swallowed, will 
produce a restoration in five or ten minutes in many instances. A 
spoonful of salt and water may be given, if the patient be too weak 
or insensible to chew it. Electro-Magnetism is a powerful antidote 
to its paralyzing influence. In bad cases it should be perseveringly 
used. A strong preparation of Xanthoxylum would prove a reli- 
able stimulating antidote. The HomoBopathic antidotes against the 
primary symptoms of prostration, etc., are Aconite, Verat. viride, 
Verat. alb., Arsenicum album, Secale, Chloroform, Carbo veg. and 
China. Against its specific effects on the head and eyes, Opium, 
Bellad., Stram., Hyos., Agar., and Spig. are indicated in small 
quantities. The proper antidotes to its secondary symptoms, con- 
vulsive, spinal, etc., are Nux vom., Ign., -^sculus g.. Cuprum, 
Agar, and iEthusa. The warm bath, mustard to the extremities, 
and cool applications to the head and spine would be valuable palli- 
ative means. 

General Effects, on the Nebvous System — Nerves of Sen- 
sation. — Gelseminum does not exert the decided and specific effect 
upon the nerves of sensation that we witness from the effects of 
Aconite. It causes none of the numbness, tingling, prickling and 
crawling sensations which mark the action of that poison. 

The pains which may be caused by Gelseminum are not, in my 
opinion, caused by a primary affection of the nerves of sensation, 
but depend upon a certain morbid condition of the nerves of mo- 
tion. Such pains are caused by cramp-like contractions of muscles 
and tendons, constricting certain nerves or blood-vessels, or they 
may arise as in case of Aconite from irritation of the ganglionic 
nervesi about the blood-vesBels— many are probably Congestive in 
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their natare, like the pains in the head and eyes. In pare Neuralgia, 
this remedy can be of but little service; although it may be very 
useful in removing many consensual symptoms, such as excessive 
nervous irritation, drawing and twitching of the muscles of the 
affected parts, etc. Dr. Douglas, however, declares that **A 
majority of all cases of Neuralgia will be promptly relieved by 
Gelsemmum but it sometimes requires to be j^iven in pretty large 
doses, repeated every half hour till the pain is relieve<L» He 
says: "My experience does not perfectly coincide with your 
remark upon the action of the Gelseminum upon the nerves 
of sensation. It does not, certainly, ^ cause the numbness, ting- 
ling, prickling and crawling sensations' of Aconite, but in my in<fi- 
vidual experience, it causes the pains. In my own provings, I 
have frequently experienced a succession of acute, sudden, darting 
pains evidently running along single nerve branches in almost every 
part of the body and limbs, sometimes so sudden and acute as to 
make me start. At one time a quick succession of these acute 
sudden pains coursed down the outside and front of the tibia for 
over half an hour, leaving a line of considerable tenderness marking 
its track. These pains which seemed clearly neuralgic, gave me 
the palpable indication for its employment in this disease. And it 
has certainly been successful. But while it has promptly cured 
some distressing cases of neuralgia, in which Aconite had been fully 
t!ied without benefit, there have occurred some other cases in 
which it has failed and Aconite has succeeded. What is the 
explanation of this ? If we suppose that in some cases of this 
disease there exists a real inflammatory state of the nerve, 
and in others a mere excess of sensitiveness, the explanation 
is easy; Aconite cures the first, and Gelseminum the last." Dr. P. 
P. Wells, says, "we feel warranted in predicting that the class of 
fevers to which Gelseminum will be found related, is that based oh 
blood dyscrasia, with a tendency to decomposition of its hsBmatine 
and globules, or to fevers of a miasmatic origin, which Aconite 
seldom or never is." 

Nerves of motion. — Gelseminum, like Nux vomica, Angustura, 
iBsculus, Ignatia and Strychnia, does primarily affect the nerves of 
motion, but in an ojpposite manner. It depresses and paralyses 
these nerves which they excite and irritate. But while the action 
of Gelseminum differs from that of Strychnia in this respect ; in 
another it affords a remarkable resemblance. Both cause hyper- 
sBmia of the spinal marrow, which may increase to actual engorge- 
ment or extravasation. This condition is not brought about as 
soon by Gelseminum as by Nux vomica, but the condition w:hen 
obtained has very nearly the same results. But while the active 
congestion of the spinal marrow caused by Nux vomica, is 
accompanied by an exalted and tense state of the motor nerves, 
even to tetanic spasm ; the passive congestion of Gelseminum is 
accompanied by a paralytic or debilitated state of those nerves, or 
a condition exactly opposite to tetanus. Gelseminum may cause 
death by prostratmg and exhausting primarily the energies and 
vital power of the nerves of voluntary and involuntary motion, 
23 
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WhUe Strychnia, Nux . vomica, etc, would produce death from 
ihe same cause, but the &tal prostration would be secon- 
dary; the exhaustion being preceded and caused by the 
primary irritation and spasmodic action of those nerves. 
Qelseminum may also cause death by congestion and apoplexy of 
the brain and spinal marrow. Nux, Ignatia and Strychnia may also 
cause death by producing such a congested condition of the spinal 
card and its membranes as to lead to fatal hemorrhage into those 
important tissues. 

CuNiOAii Kbmabks. — ^The primary homoeopathicity of Gelsemi- 
num to paralysis from loss of motion will be discussed in other 
places. Its use in very many forms of Convulsions may here be 
alluded to. The other schools of medicme, viewing this drug as 
a powerful anti-spasmodic, would see it indicated in nearly all forms 
of convulsions. It .has been used in both clonic and tonic spasms; in 
Epilepsy, Chorea, Hysteria, etc. I gave it in one case of severe 
Hysterical Epilepsy, a young girl after suppressed menses had 
attacks every evening, lasting an bour or two, during which time 
so severe was the spasm of the glottis that asphyxia seemed really 
in^pending. The attacks had been every day for two weeks. Five 
drops of the tincture were given at three and again at six, p.m. 
At seven, the usual hour, no spaspis appeared, and did not return 
until the next menstrual period, when the remedy had no effect; and 
AsafoBtida, in one grain doses, every four hours was resorted to, 
which brought on the menses and cured the spasms. I have treated 
many =cases of Hysteria from various causes with Gelscminum, and 
I know of none more generally useful. 

Eclectic writers claim to have cured cases of Chorea with Gel- 
seminum. In the three cases treated by me, one recovered, one was 
benefitted, and one, i^ c^e of years continuance, seemied to be 
aggravated. . . 

In Tetanus^ it would seem to be one of the most powerful anti- 
pathic remedies, yet I cannot find a single recorded case treated 
with this remedy. After testing the medicines homoeopathic to the 
disease, like Nux Vomica, Ignatia, Aconite^ etc., I should resort to 
the^Gelseminum with a good deal of confidence. We know that it 
produces its peculiar prostrating effects, even to an extreme degree, 
without causing any I009I lesion. Now it often happens that no 
material traces of disease can be discovered either in the brain 
and spinal marrow of persons who have died of Tetanus. Dr. Gerhard 
declares that of the twelve cases he examined no lesion whatever 
could be detected. Some of the secondary symptoms of Gelscmi- 
num strongly resemble this disease. Some months after writino^ 
the above, we have the following report from Dr. O. G. Strong "I 
tried the Gel. two weeks since, ma severe case of Tetanus. I gave 
ten drops of the mother tincture, fifteen minates apart. After the 
third dose, the spasmodic action entirely ceased, and the patient 
recovered. It produced the most satisfactory specific action of any 
remedy I ever tried in such a case." 

In Hydrophobia^ ajso, no appearances have been found which 
could account for the fatality of the disease. In this terrible malady. 



GELSEMiNTrM SEMPERVIRENS. 179 

Gelseminum ought to be found nseild if not cnratiye. In material 
doses, it relaxes all tbe mascles, calms the fury of nervous exdte- 
ment, relaxes the glottis and prevents spasms. Wh^ should it not 
be valuable in Hydrophobia? The spasms in this disease are brief 
and clonic, similar to the secondary ones of Gelseminum. The 
circulation is much disturbed (excited). A dog killed with it 
could not drink while under its influence. Were I to become 
hydrophobic I should take Gelseminum and ''await the end.'' 

Since writing the above, several of my colleagues have reported 
to me cures of spasmodic croupin children^ made with Gelseminum^ 
used according to my suggestion. I have no doubt 6ut it will 
prove an invaluable remedy in that malady^ named by Wood— 
^^Infantile Spasm of the Ohttis,^^ It is known in medical works 
under the name of Laryngismus stridulous, Asthma of Millar, etc. 
The essential nature of the disease is a general morbid excitability 
of the nervous system, directed especially to the muscles of the 
glottis, which contract spasmodically. It has been said to arise 
ft-om irritation or inflammation of the cervical portion of the spinal 
marrow, (that portion most irritated by Gelseminum) the presence 
of worms in the intestines, etc. From whatever cause it may 
arise, the Gelseminum, if not a curative remedy, properly^ will be 
a valuable palliative, used in drop doses of the first dilution or 
mother tincture, frequently repeated ; it must procure relief in the 
majority of cases, while during the intermediate time, it should be 
alternated with Bell., Hyos., Ars., or Moschus. ' 

Mnscnlar System. — ^The most prominent of all the eflects of 
Gelseminum is to induce a profound and intense prostration of the 
whole muscular system. Its eflects are first manifested on the 
voluntary muscles, afterwiards on the involuntary, No remedy so 
suddenly and surely destroys the tone of muscular structure; but 
it acts not by causing any disintegration or disorganization, but 
by impairing the vitality of those nerves which supply it with lifeL 
This property of Gelseminum can be made subservient to the phjif 
sician in many ways. 

In cases of obstinate tonic convulsions and cramp-like rigidity^ 
full doses, sufficient to bring the muscular system under its patho« 
genetic action, will promptly remove such morbid conditions. There 
is no danger in this method of administering the remedy, for one 
of the peculiarities of its action is, that there is no permanent injury 
done to the tonicity of muscular structure, unless its use is long 
persisted in, and wantonly abused; In this respect it acts wondrav 
fully like chloroform. 

Like chloroform, it will be found very useful to the Surgeon, 
when in cases of dislocation or friaoture, reduction is rendered 
difficult or impossible by a rigidity of the muscles of tbe part. In 
such cases thef system may oe brought under its influence very 
readily. It does not, however, give that insensibility to pain which 
is the prominent eflect of chloroform. 

It is freely used by some obstetricians in cases of rigidity of the 
oS'Uteri^ or external parts. King advises it in all such cases as 
being much superior to Lobelia, as well as pleasanter, as it does 
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not nauseate nor cause that sense of jdeathly prostration so peculiar 
to that drug. I have used it snccessftdly in such cases, as well as 
for those severe spasmodic pains which sometimes come on in labor. 
In such instances it must be given in appreciable doses, of five, ten 
or fifteen drops, repeated if required; a slight dimness of sight is a 
good indication that the remedy is acting. 

Dr. Moore, of Illinois, reports to me, relative to the curative 
action of Gelsemenum in muscular pain (Myalgia), from great over 
exertion. He stated that after a day's fatiguing walking, such as 
twually laid him up with lameness and stiffness for several days, 
he took thirty drops of a common tincture of Gelseminum. In half 
an hour the peculiar weakness and pains in the limbs and muscles 
were ameliorated, and he shortly fell asleep. In the morning, 
much to his surprise, he awoke feeling as comfortable as though he 
had not walked so unusually the day before. He had no lameness 
or soreness, as usua]. This case illustrates the specific affinity of 
Gelseminum for the motor nerves and the voluntary muscles under 
their control. It should prove one of the best remedies for acute 
Myalgia which we possess. 

Tascalar System— JSfea^^ and u4r<me«.— Pulse fiequent, soft, weak, 
— so feeble as to be sometimes imperceptible ; fiuttenng pulse ; pulse 
full 120 ; pulse slow and fuU, or slow and soft ; sensation as though 
the blood had ceased to circulate; pulse reduced ftom 112 to 55 
in twelve hours ; heart's action slow and feeble ; the beats of the 
heart cannot be felt ; the action of the heart and arteries much 
depressed, with cold hands and feet, chills and pain in the head. 
'^{DorugloB), 

Dr. P. P. Wells (Amer* Hom. Review, Vol. 4 p. 84,) states 
that ft*om the twelfth dilution he had the following spmptoms : 
*^ A peculiar irregular action of the heai*t which had never been 
experienced before; this was a sensible motion ofthe heart as though 
it had attempted its beat, which it failed fully to accomplish, and the 
yolse then each time intennitted ; this occurred at irregiilr intervals, 
and more frequently when in repose than when in motion, the worst 
and most frequent atjbacks being in the evening and worst of all on 
lying down in bed when retiring for the night, and these attacks 
aggralvated by lying on the lett side.'' These symptoms lasted 
eight or ten days. Dr. Finke stated to me that he experienced 
similar symptoms from a higher dilution. In Philadelphia, Dr. 
Lippe, HeiJiy and others are using the Gelseminum in the thirtieth, 
two hundredth and one thousandth potencies, with apparent good 
results ; I notice this fact however, that they find these high 
attenuations curative for the 'primary smptoms of the medicine. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^In diseases of the heart, particularly in 
those in which the chief indication is to diminish the action of that 
organ, Gelseminum will be found a valuable remedy. In some 
forms of functional derangement it will often effect a cure. In ma- 
terial doses it will alleviate those cases of excessive action of the 
heart from plethora, congestion, neuralgic or rheumatic irritation, 
or hysteric palpitation. 

Like Aconite and Yeratrum viride, Gelseminum is not homceo- 
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pathio or curative in any organic affections of the heart ; bat like the 
above named remedies and Digitalis, it is a very valuable auxiliary 
in the treatment of those maladies. 

It is an excellent palliative in those troublesome symptoms which 
affect the head and eyes during the progress of heart disease. The 
sensation of fulness, heaviness, giddmess, throbbing, jerking, etc., 
the dimness of sight, and other amaurotic symptoms, are admirably 
met by small doses of Gelseminum or its resinoid. 

Fever. — Within a few minutes, sometimes within two or three^ a 
marked depression of pulse, which becomes ten, fifteen or twenty 
beats less in the minute, if quiet, but greatly disturbed by movement ; 
chilliness, especially along the back; pressivepain in the head, most 
generally of the temples, sometimes in the occiput, at others over 
the head. The chilliness is soon followed by a glow of heat and 
prickling of the skin, and quickly succeeded b^ perspiration, which is 
sometimes profuse and disposed to be persistent, continuing from 
twelve to twenty-four hours. As soon as the reaction takes place 
after the chill the pulse rises as much above the normal standard as 
it was before depressed below it. With these symptoms is a puffjr, 
swollen look, and feeling of fulness of the eyelids, slimy and disagree- 
able or bitter taste in the mouth, languid feeling in the back and 
limbs and sleepiness. — (Douglas.) Febrile chilliness, cold extremi- 
ties, especially the feet, heat of head, and face with headache ; pulse 
imiformly depressed and rendered less frequent with chilliness, cold 
feet, heat and pain of the head. — (SuWs Jahr.) Have felt chilly 
all day, particularly in the morning. This statement regarding the 
pulse is erroneous. I have found that in both men and animals, it 
often increased the rate and frequencv of the pulse. Sometimes 
even the volume of the pulse seemed mcreased, but generally it is 
duniuished. An explanation of this phenomenon will be foimd in 
the paragraph ^'ITead,^^ Derangement of circulation as shown in the 
fluctuations of the pulse from seventy to 120; chilliness with vertigo; 
headache and coated tongue; cold extremities; inclination to ^ *hiig 
the fire,'' with chills following each other in rapid succession vb 
sacrum to base of occiput. — {Dr, F, L, Vincent.) ^ . 

Dr. M. E. Lczarus, a well known painstaking prover, could ibt 
get any such prominent symptoms as recorded by Dr. Douglas. He 
however experienced a languor, with inclination to stretch, some 
slight chilliness, with feeble flashes of heat. He suggests that per- 
haps Dr. Douglas is very susceptible to the action of Gelseminum. 
My impression would be the same, as I have given it to healthy per- 
sons, in all manner of doses, yet never heard any one mention such 
decisive symptoms as those of Dr. Douglas. Still it is undoubtedly 
primarily homoeopathic to the pathological conditions upon which 
all real chills depend ; and secondarily homoeopathic to febrile con- 
ditions or the reaction which follows those conditions. In this 
respect it is somewnat similar to Aconite, and others of the same 
group. But it is only a general, not a paitioular resemblance. 

Dr. J. S. Douglas says : — " You and Dr. Lazarus remark that you 
have not been able to elicit such marked symptoms in your provings 
as were experienced by me. The symptoms particularly referred 
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to are the chills, the reactive febrile heat with headache, and sweat. 
Dr. L. suggests that I am probably very susceptible to the action of 
this drug. This remark suggest an important fact which has grad- 
ually unfolded itself in my successive fragmentary provings on some 
seventy persons, and on myself. The fact, of which I have at 
length become clearly convinced, is this : The degree of chill, of 
febrile reaction, of hc^ache, and of neuralgic pains, bear a very 
uniform ratio to the nervous sensitiveness of the patient. My tem- 
perament is decidedly nervous and sensitive. In all the subjects of 
a nervous, sensitive temperament, the above symptoms are strongly 
marked. In those of an opposite, insensitive temperament, while 
the pulse is depressed, and the extremeties cool or cold, there is no 
chill, or it is very slight, little or no headache, and slight febrile re- 
action, and consequently little sweat. In several highly sensitive 
subjects the chill has been equal to a respectable fit of ague, the 
reaction and pain of head corresponding, and the sweat profuse. 
These symptoms have been most strongly developed in some female 
provers of highly sensitive temperaments, by hftlf-drop doses. 
Some persons seem almost insensible to its effects. One man who 
had taken several drugs for proving, without any marked results, 
took three teaspoonsful in one day of the strong tincture, which ^ 
know to be good, and reported the next day no symptoms.'* 

(There is one form of rigors, or "nervous chills," as they are some- 
times called, in which, with shivering and chattering of the teeth, 
there is no sensation of chilliness. It is an irritated condition of the 
nerves of motion, and is seen in hysterical subjects, or appears dur- 
ing a fright or other mental emotion in healthy persons. It is often 
seen during parturition, and is said to attend relaxation of sphincter 
muscles. Now,Gelseminum causes just such rigors by establishing 
similar conditions as the above, and a small dose of the tincture will 
control readily such morbid manifestations^) 

In Simple Fever^ without functional disturbance. Dr. Douglas 
dgdares it to be specific ; given at the onset of any fever of simple, 
"^^ttplicated character, it will undoubtedly arrest it very promptly, 
ems peculiarly adapted to the fevers of children and sensitive 
^en, while Aconite and Yeratrum viride are more applicable to 
adults of robust and rigid constitutions. 

In the so-called Irritative Fever^ it will be found a valuable rem- 
edy. It is more capable of meeting the majority of the symptoms of 
that malady than any remedy which I have used. It corresponds 
with the excessive nervous irritation; the tendency to irregular con- 
vulsive action ; the periods of wakeful debility; and the accessions 
of feverish stupor. In cases however complicated with hepatic or 
gastric difficulties, it will have to be idded by Mer., Pod., Ipecac. 
Tart. emet. Should the lungs be implicated it might answer alone, 
but Phosph., Bry. or Antimonium cruel em will be of service. If the 
bowels are effected, Pulsatilla, Mercurius or Chamomilla niay have 
to be given although some of the provings seem to indicate that 
Gelseminum affects the intestinal functions. Wood, with doubtful 
propriety, classes infantile remittent, as well as worm fever, with 
irritative fevers. There may be some general affinity, as Gelsemi- 
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nam baa proved useful in each. Since I have treated in&ntile 
remittents with this remedy, I have conducted them safely through 
their course with better satis&ction than before. 

Dr. Neidhard reports the following case ; — A child, aged ten, was 
cured by Gelseminum first dil. two drops every four hours, of a kind 
of bilious fevef, characterized by the following symptoms : Giddi- 
ness, dulU aching pain in the forehead and over tJie eyes. She can- 
not concentrate her mind on any one thing; cannot read; is very 
irritable ; very thirsty ; and has slight chUls, followed by much 
fever; extreme weakness. Was completely cured within eight 
days. 

Dr. R. Ludlam, in his article on the *^ Therapeutics of In&ntile 
Remittent Fever," in theN. A. Jour, of Hom., says: — "Excepting 
the Aconite, there is certainly no remedy with which the profession 
is at present familiar which promises so much as the O^eminum 
in the treatment of this variety of the remittents of infancy and 
childhood." 

" From personal observation (and these hints have their origin in 
this source only) we should be inclined to recommend Gelseminum 
in those remittents which are primarily characterized by excessive 
irritability and erethism, either of the general or special nervous 
systems. There is perhaps no single means which, under the vari- 
ous circumstances which ascompany and give good evidence of the 
aforesidd pathological condition, promises so much as this. We 
have^sometimes failed with Aconite, with Chamonilla, and withBel- 
ladona, to allay the excessive restlessness and disquiet occasioned 
by what the old nurses style an ^ inward fever' in a little juvenile, 
and at other times have succeeded at once in its relief by a few 
doses of Gelseminum.'' 

^^This remedy appears also to be well adapted to the relief of 
those attacks of this fever which border closely upon intermittents, 
examples of which might readily be mistaken for a masked fever 
of that peculiar type. In such cases, as well as those which toward- 
their close degenerate into ague, in one or another of its protean 
forms, we may prescribe a low attenuation of the Gelseminum with 
the confident hope of success. In our hands, indeed it has proved 
almost a specific for those remittents, the diagnosis of which, from 
a more definitely paroxysmal form of fever was not readily made 
oat. We have also cured several well marked intermittents with it^ 
but its sphere of usefulness would appear to lie somewhere along 
the boundary between these and the purely idiopathic remittents 
of which we have been speaking.'' 

The real value of Gelseminum in intermittents is not yet to a 
certainty ascertained. Some homoBopathic physicians, among them 
Holcombe, Ludlam and Douglas, assert that it will cure agues. 
Holcombe with characteristic boldness, gives us the following odd 
prescription for a homosopathic one: For intermittents with cerebral 
symptoms, with hypersesthesia predominating — Sulphate of Quinine, 
ten grams, Gelsemin, one grain ; divide into five parts. Begin six 
hours before the expected paroxysm, and give one part every hour. 
" Indications for use ; when the paroxysm has been marked by 
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violent pains, referable to the cerebro-spinal, rather than the gangli- 
onic system, and by correspondingly intense burning fever, great 
nervous restlessness, sensitiveness to light and sound, mental a^ta- 
tion or anxiety, delirium, sleeplessness, curious sensations of falUng, 
flWimming from giddiness, partial blindness or deaftiess, especially 
applicable to nervous, excitable subjects, and to mud fresh cases, 
without prominent gastric or hepatic symptoms, in short, before 
any visceral complication has been engrafted on the nervous phe- 
nomenon.'* 

(This last clause, I (Hale) regard as well indicating the sphere of 
action of Gelseminum in agues, but in the ^^ indications '' proper, 
Holcombe has mixed up the primary with the secondary symptoms 
of the drug, which rarely appear together. The dose, however that 
he advises is very nearly of the proper quantity. Of the quinine, I 
think he prescribes altogether too mucn. In very similar cases, I 
have succeeded admirably with one-fifth or one-tenth grain doses 
of Quinine, alternated with one-tenth or one-twentieth grain of 
Gklsemin, or two or three drops of the mother tincture. Holcombe's 
prescription would undoubtedly arrest the paroxysms promptly, but 
It would be apt to give rise to visceral complications, which smaller 
doses would avoid, and at the same time be equally as efficacious). 
Dr. Ludlam writes me — "Perhaps in the whole range of its 
clinical virtues there is no more satisfactory and really valuable use 
which can be made of the Gelseminum than in the treatment of 
those intermittents which might properly be styled post-typhoid. It 
is to this especial form of intermittents, which succeeding upon an 
adynamic condition of system, are characterized by a want of dis- 
tinctness in their several stages, and which are of a masked type 
and intractable in nature, that the Gelseminum has in our experience 
seemed to be particularly applicable. We have remarked the 
evident tendency in patients suffering with enteric fever, and who 
had but recently removed tothe city [Chicago] from miasmatic 
districts, to sequelsB of this order. Scarcely any such patient has 
ecsaped this characteristic convalescence, and in none of those cases 
in which we have ordered this remedy have we failed to witness 
the best results from its employment, while in years past, such cases 
were especially perplexing and tedious, we are free to express our 
pleasure in and appreciation of a means so entirely successful. 
These patients were all from the Southern States." 

John C. Morgan, M. D., author of a short proving in Dr. 
Shipman's Journal of Materid Medica^ writes as follows : "It 
seems worthy to be called a specific for fresh cases of Intermittents, 
and will modify even old cases, changing double to single tertian. 
My dose is one-fourth drop in a teaspoonful of water, usually. I send 
a 1LQW clinical cases.'' 

(a) "W. S., a swarthy soldier of large frame, on going into 
camp, May 1 1, had no blanket ; slept on straw under leaky shed ; — 
th^ night being cold, awoke early in the morning with a severe 
chill,— but little shaking; fever ensued. Took at a dose ten drops 
common tincture Gelseminum; fever augmented with slight 
delirium. Took five drops — some aggravation. Daring the after- 
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noon and eyening took fraotional drop doses; no fevor at night« 
The next day took one-fourth drop every two hours. He had no 
other paroxysm.'' 

RsBCARKS.— This may not have been an attack of Intermittent^ 
Such chilk, followed by fever, are often the result of exposure, or 
of getting wet. Still liad it not been for the Gelseminum, it might 
have resulted in some form of protracted fever. (Hale.) 

{b) '^A soldier of sanguine temperament had Diarrhoea and 
rheumatic pains, with symptoms of Intermittent; took for several 
days one-fourth drop tincture Gelseminum, and was cured." 

JntermitterU i^^r— Case l.-^-^^In one case I had used all th^ 
usual anti-periodics, as Comine Salicine, Quinine, etc^ without 
success. Even after producing the constitutional effects of Quinine 
the chills would sometimes, return every day for awhile, then every 
other day. Thus the case continued for several weeks, until I des* 
paired of success with the other anti-periodics, so I determined to 
try the tincture of Gelseminum. Accordingly, I left an ounce of 
tiie tincture of the fresh root, directing it to be given in doses of 
thirty drops every two or three hours, until the eyes were affected; 
then the medicine was to be suspended until that passed of^ then 
again resumed as before, and so on untU the fever was broken. I 
saw the patient just as the chill was gone ofi^ and commenced the 
tincture of Gelseminum immediately. The fever did not rise very 
high, nor continue long, nor did the chill ever return. The patient 
recovered from the time he commenced the medicine, and was soon, 
up at his usual avocation. Now, what still more astonished me wa% 
that the medicine never affected his eyes in the least, yet it 
suspended the chills immediately. I had frequently combined the 
tincture of Gelseminum with the other anti-periodics b^ore and 
met with very prompt success, yet I attributed it to the other 
articles; but this time I determined to try the Gelseminum alone.''— -« 
[Sensible ! — ^Hale.] (Dr. Goss, Eclectic Medical JoumcU.) 

Case 2. Nov. 4. — ^Interinittent Fever (tertian type). Has beeat 
affected six months; has pain in the head, and pains over the body^. 
when he has no chill; ton^e not much coated; other symptomf 
common to the disease. Treatment — Alkaline bath once a da^^ . 
tincture Gelseminum, one-half dram three times a day. Nov, 17» 
discharged, cured. — Netoton'^a Clinical Reports. 

The above are the only two published cases of Intermittents cured 
by this medicine alone. Very many cases are reported of pretend^ 
cures by Gelseminum; but, as it was always given so mixed witL 
Quinine, Hydrastin, or other drugs, no reliance can be placed 
upon the reports. 

Dr. Holcombe writes me that the Gelseminum was the basis of 
several celebrated patent medicines, noted at the South for the cure 
of remittent and intermittent fevers; that it certainly was the prin- 
cipal ingredient in ^^Speed's Tonic,'' which at one time was popularly 
considered an unrivalled febrifuge, but, &iling to cure those casea 
attended with organic complications, it fell into disfavor, although 
it is still used by many people in the South. "From large doses 
I have seen blindness, partial dea&ess, singular torpor, stupidity 
24 
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of feeling, inability to open the eyelids, and nervous prostration ; 
snch symptoms as would follow a slate of nervous excitement, 
or hypersBsthesia. In small doses I have found it valuable in the 
opposite condition. I class it with Aconite, Bell, and Cham. I 
have used it in the summer months, for weeks at a time, as I 
would Aconite. I believe, in addition to its febrifuge power, it 
has a specific anti-periodic influence.'' 

Dr. Douglas praises the Gelseminnm, in drop doses, very highly 
in simple, uncomplicated Interinittents, when indicated by the 
ffvmptoms, and speaks of having met with much success in its use. 
Dr. Ludlam has cured several well-marked cases of Intermittent 
fever with the low dilutions. Several of my colleagues report 
cases of Ague, successfully treated with Gelseminum. I have used 
it frequently in Intermittents, and have succeded in some severe 
cases in curing the disease, after it had been arrested with Quinine, 
but showed an obstinate tendency to return. These cases were 
reported in full in the August number of the North American 
Journal of Homoeopathy for 1861. It can be used both during the 
apyrexia, and in the paroxysm. In larger doses during the former 
state, than during the latter. It will be found to control the 
painful nervous sensations which arise during the fever, better than 
Aconite, if indicated. An Eclectic physician, engaged in a large 
practice in the State of Ohio, informed me that except in severe 
congestive cases, he relied altogether upon Gelseminum to break up 
the paroxysms of Fever and Ague. He stated, however, that he 
always gave a sufficient quantity to cause almost complete blind- 
ness during the apyrexia. I can hardly d^ubt the veracity of my 
informant, but I suggested to him that he might break the patient, 
as well as the ague. He had no fears of that result, however. 

I am not aware that any HomcBopathist has advised, or used 
Gelseminum in Typfioid fever. But its pathogenesis and physiolog- 
ical action has many points of resemblance to that form of Typhoid 
dengnated as Nervous fev6r, i. e., when there is no intestinal lesion 
or any particular local complication. It is specifically indicated in 
those cases in which the patient, from some great excitement, or 
over-exertion, suddenly sinks into a low typhoid state, with great 
prostration of all the vital forces, and when he experienc^es strange 
sensations in the head, with morbid condition of the motor nerves, 
manifested by local paralysis, or continued jactitation of certain 
muscles. Women are more subject to this variety than men. 
With the former we have many hysteric symptoms, such as nervous 
dysphagia, even hysteric spasms, sleeplesness, aberration of 
sight, etc. 

Gelseminum should here be cautiously given in drop doses, or 
pellets of the 2nd or dd. 

In true enteric fever, I should not place much reliance on 
Gelseminum. There are other remedies which pathologically 
correspond, and are consequently more specific ; among these are 
Bapt., Rhus tox., Phosp. acid, Ars., Terebin. and Mur. acid. 

In Yellow Fever^ Gelseminum has not been used by the HomcBo- 
pathic school, I believe. I>rs.HoIcombe, or Davis, make no mention 
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of it in their reports to our HomcBopathio Journals. They relied 
upon Aconitum, Belladonna, Arsenicum, Lacheais, and Argentom 
nitricum. The Eclectic and Allopathic schools have used it to some 
extent, but the only published report I can find relating to it, is a 
pamphlet by Drs, White and Ford, of Charleston, S. C. This report 
was entitled the ^^ Bradycote (whatever that may mean) treatment 
of Yellow Fever by Gelseminum sempervirenS." They prepared a 
tincture from the fresh root, as follows: — ^Radix Gelsemini, four 
ounces ; Alcohol (05 per cent.) and Aqua communis, each eiffht 
ounces. To adults they gave of this twenty or thirty drops; to chil- 
dren from five to twenty, every hour for the first four hours; 
then at longer intervals, and with doses half as large. Total num- 
ber treated with Gelseminum twenty-five ; all of which recovered. 
Ot these, fifteen were males and nine, females; adults twelve; 
children twelve; whites twenty-two; blacks two. Of the whole 
number treated, two vomited black vomit, five passed black vomit 
downward. In three cases hemorrhage occurred from the tongue, 
gums, or nasal passages. One woman was in the sixth month 
of her pregnancy, and did not abort. Average duration of 
treatment ; about eight days. 

No marked prostration was caused by this remedy ; the pulse 
being, however, much less quickly reduced than by Veratrum 
Yiride. In few cases was the heart's action fully lowered in less 
than twelve hours, and it was well controlled throughout the rest 
of the disease, in the majority of cases. The concurrent treatment 
was the same as with veratrum. Mercurialization was complete 
in ten cases; incomplete 4n fourteen cases. In a few instances a 
marked redne&s of the tongue was observed, a condition that was 
not distinctly noticed during the administration of Veratrum. [This 
symptom has been often noticed in my provings. — JBbde\. The 
Gelseminum appeared to produce a general cahning influence, even 
during the early period of its administration, but was not found to 
possesBs any marked narcotic properties. It seemed to promote the 
action of the kidneys, and during its use only, in several caseo, an 
erythema of the skin was noticed. This drug appeared to influence 
the volume of the pulse, before it aflected its frequency, and in 
most cases for the rest of the disease to control both conditions in 
an equal manner. Emesis was not observed to ensue upon the 
administration of this medicine; the gastric irritability peculiar to 
the disease being pioreover, to all appearances, favorably infliienoed. 
There were treated by Veratrum viric^e 117 cases, of which fifteen 
died. Of six treated by the ordinary method [without Veratrum or 
Gelseminum] three died. 

In Scarlet Fever the Gelseminum bids fair to rank with Bella- 
donna. Besides being indicated in the peculiar, intense fever, with 
nervous erethism, its well known action on tlie skin will render it of 
value in impelling the eruption to the surface. It causes a peculifir 
erythema, which has some resemblance to the eruption in Scarlatiaa 
as well as some forms of Purpura. Its analagous relation to both 
Belladonna and Aconite, strongly commends it to our favor, and if 
we are to judge its curative powers from its patl^ologioal efiects, 
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it wOl be be fonnd efficient, alone, where the former remedies are 
indicated. Dr. H. W. White speaks very highly of its effects in 
Scarlatina, He asserts that it will control the pulse, calm the 
nervous erethism, determine the eruption toward the sur£Etee, 
relieve pain, and lessen the cerebral congestion, in a manner superior 
to Bell^ or Aconite.^ Gases which seemed quite formidable at their 
commencement, soon assumed a milder character, and terminated 
safely. He considers it effectual, alone, to control the majority of 
cases. Should the disease assume a malignant character, Dr. White 
idtemates it with Amm. carb., Oarbo. veg., Mur. acid, or Ars. Its use 
should be suspended if symptoms of prostration set in. 

In Measles the Gelseminum appears to be specifically indicated 
during the forming and inflammatory stase [the eruptive]. Among 
its pathogenetic symptoms we find promment catarrhal conditions, 
lUB *^ chilliness, watery discharge fcom the nose, hoarseness, with 
feelinj^ of soreness of throat, and in the chest, cough, etc.'' Among 
its effects upon the skin we find *'a papulous eruption, very much 
the color of measles, which it closely resembles, but the papulsB are 
more distant and distinct. It appears most frequently upon the 
fiice." Relying upon these fragmentary, vet prominent indications, 
' I have treated several cases of Rubeola with this remedy, and 
apparently with good results. It seemed to prevent a continuance 
or the cough beyond its proper limits, and to act as a prophylactic 
to chronic catarrhal affections, bronchitis, or pneumonia. 

Dr. Douglas considers it quite capable of modifying the disease 
in a marked manner, when given in the first stages, after which 
Pulsatilla, Euphrasia, and Sulphur will be more useful. Dr. Lodge 
«tates that he has used Gdseminum in measles, in some cases to the 
exclusion of any other remedy, and is satisfied that it is a valuable 
medicme in this disease. 

In the treatment of MryHpeias^ Gelseminum may be found of 
unequivocal benefit. It is certainly homceopathic to the febrile 
imnptoms, if not to the pecDdiar eruption or external manifesta- 
tions of the disease; yet, Gelseminum causes an erythema, which 
certainly bears a resemblance to some of the milder fi>rms of 
Erysipelas. It is also homceopathic to those dangerous, and often 
fatal congestions, or internal metastases, which often complicate the 
malady. I gave it one severe case of Facial Erysipelas, in alterna- 
tion with Rhus. The case progressed very favorably. Dr. Ooe 
advises it as a topical application : " We have found the tincture 
beneficial as an outward application in eryripelatous affections. 
Diluted with from four to eight parts of water, we have applied it 
with excellent results. The parts shoidd be kept covered with 
cloths wetted in the diluted tincture. It abates the local inflamma- 
tion, and has a very soothing and pleasant influence.** 

In Variola the Gelseminum may prove as useful as Aconite and 
Bellad., in allaying the intense and painful fever wbich accompanies 
that disease. It has been used advantageously in Varioloid. 

In all eruptive fevers, especially in children, there is a strong 
tendency to convulsions, at or about the time of the appearance of 
the eruption. I know of no remedy which is so likely to prevMit 
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tb&t unpleasant, and often fiital eompHoation, aa the one imcler 
consideration. 

In the treatment of lihetmiaHe Mver^ and JRhmmiaHim gener- 
all J, Gelseminom has its advocates in the Homceopathic school of 
the North-west, or that portion of them which have adopted the 
nse of the remedy. 

The Gelseminnm is highly praised by some practitioners, in 
Hectic fe^yer^ and there are some reasons for snpposing it to be 
pecnliarly adapted to that form of fever. 

Venous System. — ^Dr. Marcy declares Aconite to be " homcBO- 
pathic to intense or excessive venous congestion, with entire paraly- 
sis, or depotentization of all the arterial activities, carried up to 
the point of actual cyanosis." I [Hale] once supposed Gklr 
seminum to be homoeopathic to the same condition, but recent 
investigations have satisned me that Holcombe's remark is true, that 
*^ Gelseminum holds a pontion tnUkoay between Aconite and Bdl»- 
donna.'* It is rather difficult to define exactly what this condition 
is, but it is certainly more homoeopathic to arterial congestion than 
Aconite or Yeratrum viride. Still, one of the effects of Gelsemi- 
num in moderate doses, is undoubtedly similar to Aconite ; for, like 
it, it ^^ depotentizes the arterial activities." 

It needs further trial and investigation to determine the exaob 
relation of Gelseminum, to the venous system. It naay be asserted, 
however, that >i^hile Aconite and Yeratrum viride are only homoeo- 
pathic to primary passive vendue congestion, Gelseminum is 
primarily homoeopathic to that form of intenae pciseive eonffesHon, 
of both veins and arteriesy in which an irritation of tJie congested 
organs sets in^ nearly as severe as though the congestion had been 
active. This condition may be attended by inflammation or hem- 
orrhage, and may end in active arterial congestion, etc. Eclectic 
writers seem to be aware of the danger of using Gelseminum in 
some cases. King says, " It is contra-indicated in congestive fever, 
in cases where there is great muscular and nervous prostration with 
relaxation, and when there exists a determination to the brain or 
other important viscus." 

Lymphatic System. — ^Although Coe, and some other writers, 
crudely declare Gelseminum to be an ^^ alterative," we have 
no direct proof of such action. I have never seen any ihdications 
of its action on the glandxdar system, nor can I imagine any such 
action, unless it be from congestion to certsdn large and impor- 
tant glands, which it may induce. 

IiOCAI. EFFECTS. 

Mind.— Irritable and impatient mood ; incapacity to think or 
fix the attention ; confusion of mind ; stupid, intoxicated feeling ; 
dulness of all the mental faculties, in one case great mirthfnlness ; 
inability to concentrate the mind ; depression of spirits ; anxiety ; 
incoherency of thought. The sensorial modification consisted of a 
mistiness within the brain, not much affecting the lucidity of 
thought, but somewhat confusing perceptions, so that I experienced 
some difficulty in attending to the phyweal details connected with 
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my practice. There was at %st a cheerful, careless morale, after- 
wards depression of spirits. Rather dull and stupid for some days, 
with disinclination to conversation. This was remarked by my 
friends who knew nothing of my taking the medicine. Aversion to 
study ; melancholy and depending mood. I found it to affect the 
power of concentration very materially. I could not fix ray mind 
oh the contents of a newspaper, although the matter was of an 
exciting character. I could not pursue one train of thought for 
any time ; ideas would vanish and leave a vacancy of mind which 
was quite luinoying. 

ClinioaL Rbmabks. — Gelseminam is particularly recommended 
when there is excessive irritability of body and mind, in mental 
derangement with vascular excitement. No remedy is more useful 
in the causeless nervous excitement of hysteric patients ; or in 
those feverish conditions accompanied by great restlessness, tossing 
about, sleeplessnes and irritable mood. In those conditions, one or 
two drops of the tincture every hour, will be the most proper mode 
of administration. It is indicated in those attacks of frenzy, atten- 
ded with congestion or inflammation of the brain; also in those 
stupid, comatose conditions attending typhoid fever, and in a low 
muttering delirium of typhus. Here we should give drop doses of 
the second or third dilution. 

I have found it homcBopathic, or curative, to that state of semi- 
stupor, with languor and physical prostration, caused by protracted 
nignt-watching ; also in that mentol apathy which follows intoxica- 
tion from use of ardent spirits. 

Hysterical insensibility is much more readily controlled by this 
medicine than with Opium or Cann. indica. Hysterical catalepsy is 
a similar malady, and one in which Gelseminum is primarily indica- 
ted ; also many other hysterical states of body and mind, while Plati- 
num, AsaC, Yal., and Scut., are secondarily homcBopathic to similar 
states. 

Head. — Psia in the head across the forehead ; afW breakfast ex- 
perienced a duU aching pain in the head in region of occiput, which 
increased in severity as the day advanced ; excruciating headache, 
accompanied by slight nausea ; the pain seemed slightly mitigated 
by shaking the head, but the relief thus obtained was not marked. 
Headache extending from occiput to os frontis ; great heaviness of 
the head ; sensation as if the brain was heavy ; heaviness of the 
head with dulness of mind; dimness of sight and vertigo ; pain in 
the head quite constant, dull, stupifyin^, and pressive ; most fre- 
quently in the forehead and temples ; bruised pain above and back 
of the orbits ; tightness of the brain ; often more or less headache 
with nausea; giddiness is pretty constant; an intoxicated feeling 
and tendency to stagger, often with dizziness and imperfection of 
vision, aggravated by smoking ; heaviness, with sense of fulness in 
the head, which increased to a severe headache relieved on the 
third day of the proving by copious urination, aft^er which a pleas- 
ant languor pervaded the system for some hours; dulness in the 
head with stupor ; dry mouth, coated tongue, bitter taste; pulse full, 
and 80 ; intoxication, vertigo unto Ming ; sort pi mistiness, within 
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the brain, not macb affecting the laciditj of thought, but some- 
what confusing perception ; staggering like one intoxicated ; swim- 
ming sensation in the head ; head felt very light, with vertigo. 
He could not hold the head erect. Pain over the whole top of the 
head, extending back to the occiput ; general dizssiness, and disa* 

freable pain in the head ; a band-like pain which surrounds the 
ead, with shooting pain in each jaw and parietal bone ; pain in 
left side of head, extending from the prominence of the parietal 
bone to the mastoid process of the temporal and is periodical in its 
nature ; dull headacne in right ride of head ; in the morning on 
rising a dull pain in occiput, and a slight tendency to throbbing in 
right side of head ; headache in the top of the head, in the left 
occipital region, then changing to the sides and vertex ; a settled, 
dull, drag^ng headache, mainly in the occiput, mastoid, and 
upper cervical re^on, extending to the shoulders ; relieved when 
sitting by reclining the head and shoulders on a high pillow. 
These last symptoms delineate a form of headache very often 
met with, and in which Oelseminum is a specific remedy. No 
remedy has a greater influence over the circulation of the blood in 
the vessels of the brain. It causes intense hypereBmia of that 
organ, which stops just short of inflammation, feut its paralyzing 
influence on the great reactive forces of life, prevents that termina- 
tion by destroying the reactive power of the system. In this 
respect it differs from Bellad., Stram., and Quinine. 

Clinical Remabks. — It is homoeopathic to that intense and 
overwhelming congestion of the brain which often attacks children 
during the period of dentition. In these cases the nervous energies 
soon lose their integrity. No reaction comes on, and the patient 
dies comatose, or in feeble convulsions. Owing to its primary 
homoeopathicity to this condition, Gelseminum should "be used in 
the second or third decimal dilution, repeated every fifteen 
minutes. 

It is also homoeopathic to Goupde solie^ a condition very similar 
to the above. In the so-called ^' brain fever '' of children and adults, 
it will be found beneficial in alternation with Aeon., Bry., Bell., or 
Hyos. In inflammation of the membranes of the brain, it will be 
found a valuable auxiliary to other \itrell-known and reliable remedies 
in that affection. It is homoeopathic to many varieties of headache, 
in which it has been successfully used, both by homoeopathic and 
allopathic physicians. In nervotts headaches^ where the pain com- 
mences in the cervical portion of the spinal column, and spreads 
thence over the whole head, it will afford prompt and timely relief. 
Dr. Pattee says : " Headache of the nervous kind may often be 
relieved, and I have found no one medicine so useful in this trouble- 
some disease.'' Hemicrania when accompanied by abnormal symp- 
toms of the eyes, such as dimness of sight or double vision, or with 
great sensitiveness to all sounds, will be promptly relieved by it. 
The so-called nervous sick headache^ will generally be arrested by 
a few doses of a low dilution of Gelseminum, while the true sick- 
headache, which arises from gastric derangement, will only be 
palliated by this remedy; a cure can only be effected by proper 
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diet, and the patient use of Pols^ Iris vers^ Nux vom., Pod. and 
Sangainaria. 

Those who wish to understand the specific action of thi drug in 
eansing and curing these nenrous affections of the head, will find aa 
admirable explanation on page 12 of Peters' Ruckert on Head- 
ache* Gelseminum undoubtedly causes a weakened and debilitated 
state of the great sympathetic nerve ; and thence arises the pain, 
heat, congestion, <fec., of the head. It is primarily homcBopathic to 
l&ose headadies which come on suddenly, with dimness of sight, or 
double vision, with dizziness, followed by sreat heaviness of the 
head, semi-stupor, dull, heavy, expression of the face, great mus- 
cular relaxation, i^ow, full pulse, etc. Allopathists claim to cure 
chrcmic headaches of long standing with Gelseminum. 

In Coma and Ajpoj^exy : it is homoeopathic to these disorders 
when they arise from intense jxassive congestion, with nervous 
exhaustion, and as these are the primary conditions caused by Gel- 
seminum, it must be g^ven in very small doses. If the apoplexy 
depends on active arterial congestion, in persons of tense fibre, the 
doses must be larger. 

I have found Gelseminum very useful against those distressing 
pains in the head which often follow fever and ague. These pains 
are of a crampy, drawing, or tearing character, and are aggravated 
by study or exertion. They generally occupy the region of the 
occiput. Also for those sensations and pams which in some persons 
precede attacks of ague, such as drawing, or shooting, dull pains in 
the region of the mastoid process. 

Ijes.— Great heaviness of the Uds ; difficulty of opening the eyes 
or keeping them open ; eyes closed in spite of him, on looking stead^y 
at an object; fullness and congestion of the lids; diplopia when 
inclining the head towards the shoulder, but vision single when 
holding the head erect ; dryness of the eyes ; misty or glimmering 
appearance before the the eyes; pain in the orbits, sometimes 
excessive ; diplo|ua which I could correct by an effort of the will; 
distant objects seemed indistinct as I rode or walked, and one eve- 
ning I could read but with difficulty. These symptoms are char- 
acteristic, as my sight is perfectly good, and I never have anything 
the matter with my eyes. Dilatation of pupils; amaurosis; 
diplopia ; .blindness ; dimness of sight : Stitch, traversing the 
eyelids on the right side, vertically ; vertiginous sensation, foUowed 
by confused vision, especially of distant objects; the sense of sight 
is tardy in following the movement, things appearing for several 
seconds to be blurred, and the remaining unfixed in its new 
direction but no sensation of gauze or film. It is accompanied 
by a disposition to partially close the eyes as if to steady the 
balls. Confusion of sight with heav)r looking eyes. [Similar 
to that produced by alcohol. J Pain in both eyes ; particularly 
the lef)^ ; dimness of sight; drooping of the eyes; indistinct 
vision ; in the evening, eyes felt quite sore, and as if there was 
some foreign substance irritating the conjunctiva. At night 
eyes quite sore; net much pain, but merely soreness with 
sensitiveness to light and lachrymation ; Eyes yellow. Eyes much 
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inflamed and weak, with gp-eat flow 'of tears at intervals ; great 
heaviness of eyelids. Pains of a shooUi^z character in the frontal 
sinus, extending to the eyes and jaws. The pain in the eye is of a 
priclang character, extending from the bridge of the nose to the 
eye. Pains deep in the ball of the left eye, extending from above 
downwards. Pain in the eves is of a pricking character, extending 
from the centre to the angle. The pains seem to wind round the 
right eye. Pain extending from the bridge of the nose to the eye. 
Deep-seated pain in the eye of the left side, extending from above 
downwards. Smoky appearance before the eyes, with pain above 
them. Total blindaess ensned in a very short time mer taldng 
thirty drops with violent dizsiness. 

Clinical Remabks*— -Gelseminum has a remarkable and 

B»cnliar affinity for the organs of vision. No other remedy except 
ell., so promptly and so specially affects the eyes. It must 
become, in time, a valuable homceopathic remedy for many serioos 
internal and external diseases of tnese organs. 

Before its relaxing effects are felt m the general muscular 
system, its local effects upon the eye-lids become apparent. 
The lids feel heavy, and are lifted with difficulty. After a time 
complete paralysis of the lids obtain. This constitutes an affection 
designated by opthalmic writers as Ptosis, It may arise from paral- 
ysis of the levator muscle, or from an affection of the third pair 
of nerves. Oelseminum may cause Ptosis by inducing either of 
those conditions. But there is some reason to believe that the 
Ptosis caused by this drug may have a deeper seated origin. Mao- 
kenzie (Diseases of the Eye) savs: — ^^The cerebral variety may bo 
either sudden or slow ; the sudden, arising after fatiguing exertion, 
violent mental excitement, exposure to the direct rays of the sun, 
intoxication, blows on the head, concusuon of the body, etc. The 
slow, from organic changes going on in the brain. The disease 
often wears an apoplectic aspect.'' Mackenzie gives several cases, 
evideutly cansed by congestion of the brain. It is to such cases of 
Ptosis that Gelseminum will be found curative. It will probably 
be found efficieut in the Ptosis of drunkards, from exposure to the 
sun, and the so-called rheumatic variety. It is eminently homoeo- 
pathic to those cases caused by paralysis of the third psur of 
nerves. 

Diplopia is another prominent and primary effect of Gelseminum, 
Doubly vision, according to Mackenzie, may proceed from paralysis 
of some of the muscles of the eyeballs. Doubtless Gelseminum 
causes such a form of this disease, and would be found curative to 
paralytic cases. But diplopia often proceeds from a congested state 
of the encephalon. I suspect that Gelseminum is homceopathio to 
such a morbid state, as also to the Diplopia caused by alcohol and 
chloroform, to which it seems to have a great resemblance in many 
respects. Gelseminum is homoeopathic to asthenopia or debility of 
the eyes ; in those cases of weakness of sight caused by exhaustion 
of the nerve from over-exertion of the eyes, especially when accom- 
panied by dimness of siffht ; feeling of weight m the bead and eyes, 
With some dryness and double vision. It is not indicated in chronic 
25 
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In these, China, Iron and Nnx vomica will be found nsefoL 
In one case the prover compluned of havine 8trabUmu§^ and a eon- 
stant inclination to squint. It may be useful in some paralytic cases, 
but probably not curative in the strabismus which comes on in the 
course of hydrocephalus. 

The Amaurotic symptoms caused by Gelseminum are man^ 
and distinct. It seems peculiarly indicated in that malady, and if 
we can ascertain the exact sphere of its action, may prove useful to 
the oculist in relieving amaurotic patients. It is undoubtedly 
homoBopathic to many forms of amauroris, viz : to those caused by 
apoplexy of the retina; congestion of the brain, apoplexy, and even 
those cases which arise from the presence of worms in the intestines. 
When administered for the cure of amaurosis it should be given in 
small doses. The medium or even high potencies will prove efficient. 
The following case is reported by Dr. Kenyon. It is illustrative 
of the curative powers of Oelseminum in some forms of AmauroH9 : 

^ Rev. Mr. , aged about 36 years, nervous bilious temperament, 

previously suffering from intermittent fever, and had taken Quinine, 
Lu^ly, complained of being tormented with a constant floating of 
spots before the eyes, at times black, and even danlinff — ^no other 

Smptoms. I gave him Belladonna, and did not see him again in 
ree weeks, when he said the trouble was slightly relieved for a 
day or two, and then increased ; he ceased taking the remedy, 
thinkii^g it might be an aggravation, but the trouble continued to 
increase, and after a week he resumed the remedy with no effect. 
The sight is gradually growing dim, so that he cannot read or write; 
tiie words all run together, and he cannot tell a person across the 
room. There is considerable heat in the eyes, and extending into 
the forehead ; the floating spots are all blade ones now ; the pupU 
of the eye slightly contracted; with this exception perfectiy healthy 
in appearance, and there is no indication of former^ troubles. I then 
prepared and gave him of the 6th and aoth dilution of Gelseminum — 
a dose of the 6th each morning, and of the dOth each evening. I 
did not hear from him again in several weeks, when he wrote me 
that in two days from the time he commenced the remedy he could 
see an improvement, when he, according to my directions, omitted 
the remedy; and in two weeks every trace of the trouble was 
removed. I saw him months after, and he remained perfectly 
well.'' (Seventeenth Annual Report Amer. Inst, of Homoeopathy). 
Dr. D. W. Rogers, of Quincy, Mich., relates a case in the North 
American Journal, (August, 1861, p. 104) where the Gelseminum 
was useful in a case presenting symptoms of intense heaviness of 
head; stupid drowsiness; cUmness of vinon; also double vinon ; 
vertigo; throbbing of the carotids; pulse slow and weak. Other 
oases could be reported, but sufficient has been presented to direct 
the attention of physicians to the great value of Gelseminum in 
this affiBction. 

I have never noticed that it caused anything like photophobia. 
On the contrary, it frequently causes a thirst far lights It might 
cause photophobia as one of its secondary or remote effects* I judge 
so from the fact that I once removed perman^tiy a fear of light, 
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more espeoially oaadle or lamplight, whieh had resiBted Photphoroa 
and Conium, and was fNrobably oaosed by an idiopathic over-senflt 
tive state of the optic nerve, as there was no trace of inflammation. 
I used drop doses of the tincture, however. Dr. Peters^edarea 
Belladonna to be antijMtthic to photophobia. It must resemble 
Gelseminum in this particular symptom, and probably many othem, 

Under the action of Gelseminum the pupils are always dilated, 
I have never witnessed contraction. Aconite on the contrary, geor 
erall^ causes contraction of the pupils. It will be well to bear thii 
fact m mind, as it is an important diagnostic symptom in many 
cerebral diseases. 

lars.— Rushing and roaring in the ears; sudden and temporary 
loss of hearing ; the pains which ascend from the bade to the 
occiput often affect the ears; diggmgin the right ear; stitches; 
pain behind both ears. 

CuNicix Rbicabks. — There are no instances on record of its 
being used in affections of the ear. One of the symptoms of 
catarrh in the head, or a common cold, is roaring in the ears, witii 
sudden deafoess. In such cases it might prove of benefit. It may 
be found of service in neuralgic otalgia, also in paralytic deafoess. 
Coe says, ^' The diluted tincture dropped into the ear will soften 
the accumulation of hardened cerumen, and relieve the ringing 
roaring, from diseased secretion.'' 

ffose. — Watery discharge from the nose ; sneezing with dull 
headache ; tinging in nose ; bloody mucus discharge. 

CuNioAi, Hemasks. — ^Dr. Douglas considers it a spedfic for 
colds in the head accompanied by a discharge of watery fluid from 
the nose, hoarseness, cough, soreness in the throat and chest. Dr. 
D. W. Rogers prized it highly in an epidemic of influenza in 
which he tested it. It has been a valuable remedy in my 
practice in mild and severe attacks of influenza, with loss of smelli 
coryza, headache, etc. Dr. Pattee says, ^' In coryza, or cold in the 
head, this is one of the best renaedies I have ever used ; it cures 
the severest cases in from twelve to forty-eight hours.*' 

Face.*— A papulous eruption on the face, very nearly resembling 
measles; erythema of the &ce and neck; heavy, besottra 
appearance of the face ; sensations of stiffness in the musdes of 
the jaws ; the musdes of the &ce seemed to contract, especially 
the orbicularis oris, somewhat impeding speech ; numbness of the 
face; paleface; cold face, covered with perspiration. [Toxical 
effects.J Itchinff of small points on the fiftoe ; pimples on the tem- 
poral ndge ; yellow complexion. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^It has been used successfully by myself^ 
and some other hom<Bopathists, in the treatment of mcial neu- 
ralgia. It cured one case of neuralgia of the infra-orbital nerve, 
which did not yield to Aeon, or BelL One drop of the tincture was 
given every hour, and the diluted tincture rubbed on the affected 
part. Dr. Coe says, ^^Neuralgia, when arising from functional dis- 
turbances of the nervous system, is successfully treated with 
Gelseminum." It is best indicated, when, in connection with the pain^ 
there are contractions and twitching of the musdes near the portion 
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of the face affected ; also in those oases accompanied with extreme 
general nervousness, and loss of control over the voluntary muscles, 
giving rise to odd, irregular motions. Dr. Douglas has found it 
enrativ^n several cases of prosopalgia. 

Prof Ludlam writes me, ^*In some cases of orbital neuralgia^ 
characterized by distinct paroxysms of acute pain, of a quotidian 
type, located alone the superciliary ridge, especially over the leit 

2e, with contractions of tne eyelids, and a peculiar expression in 
e eye of the affected side — ^the organ appearing to the observer 
as if the patient were laboring under a maddening delirium, the 
opposite eye appearing quitenormal, mean while— we have given the 
Grelseminum with good effect. In one example, where Quinine 
had failed at the hand of another physician, the Gelseminum iafford- 
prompt relief. In most cases thus remedied, the relief of suffering 
has been gradual, Uie pain tapering off quietly and imperceptibly. 
We have never employed it locally in this disorder. To speculate 
upon ItB modtia operandi would perhaps be of little service, but that 
it has the property of interrupting certain nervous disorders, of 
Which the more prominent system is their periodicity, there can be 
no question. The introduction of the element of time, into the 
organism, whether viewed in a physiological or pathological light, 
is one of the most marvelous and entertaming phenomena connected 
. with the history of the species; and any remedy capable of relieving 
abnormalities of this function — if such we may style it — ^in any of 
their protean forms, merits our study and most earnest attention. 
If it be demonstrated by actual experiment that the Gelseminum is 
capable of palliating and removing a local hypersBsthesia of the 
supra-orbital nerves, or indeed of any other nerves, the profession 
should be made aware of this fact ; and it is for this reason that we 
are led to record our own limited experience in the direction indi- 
cated." It may prove useful against erythema of the faoe, also to 
eertain palpulous eruptions of the &ce, not of a constitutional 
character. The sensations of tension, stiffiiess, and contraction of 
the muscles of the face and jaws, would seem to indicate that it 
might be useftil in some oases of THemm. (Souttellaria causes 
siimlar symptoms.) Acting upon this suggestion I once gave it to 
a female patient, who, in a hysterical attack of unusual severity, had 
such rigidity of the muscles surrounding the mouth and jaws, that it 
resembled an attack of tetanus. The jaws oould not be forced open, 
nor hardly the lips. I succeeded in getting two or three drops 
between her teeth. In eight or ten minutes the jaws began to 
graduaUy relax, and in a short time had assumed their normal con- 
dition. In JEkyeipelaa of the face^ the internal and external use of 
Gelseminum is sometimes of much benefit as a palliative remedy. 

Teeth and Jaws.— -Stiffiiess of the jaws ; difficulty of opening 
the mouth; on the right side, pain extends from the last back 
tooth up to the temple ; pains of a shooting character in the frontal 
sinus, extending to the eyes and jaw. 

Cliotcal Rbmabks.— In aomeiCMes of facial neuraigiay especially 
in nervous females, when the jaws seem to be spasmodically affected, 
Gelseminum may be useful in combating that symptom. In 
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Odontalgia from a cold, or when purely nervous, Gelseminum may 
be useful. It is said that a bit of cotton wet in the tincture and 
applied to the tooth, or pushed into a cavity, will relieve the pain, 

Montli and Toni^Me*— I)rynes8 of the mouth; astringent sensation 
in the mouth ; thickly coated tongue; painful dryness in the fauoea; 
tongue red ; tongue red, raw, and painful ; sensation as if the timgutf 
was paralyzed, impeding speech ; partial paralysis of the glottis and 
tongue. (Toxical effects.) Tongue coated with light, whitish coat ; 
several times during the day saliva was found colored yellowish, 
and all the latter part of the day a bad, foul taste and breath ; 
yellowish white fur on tongue ; yellow coat on tongue. 

CLnflfiCAii RsMASKS^-^rom its effects upon the tongue and 
glottis, we may find it curative in many cases of irritation, or paralp 
ysis of those parts. 

Throat. — Dryness; irritation and soreness of the fauces; difficulty 
of swallowing; paralytic dysphagia; when vomiting, the fluids passed 
through the nostrils ; acute sensation of heat and astringency. (Tox- 
ical effects.) Painful sensation of something having bdged in the 
GBSophagus. 

I once observed the following symptoms, which ocoured in a 
woman, to whom it had been given to arrest daily hysteric convul- 
sions. The patient had never experienced similar symptoms before. 
The tina Gels, was given in doses of ten drops every four hours. 
The spasms were much relieved, and their periodicity broken up, 
but on the second day of its administration there appeared dryness 
and burning of the fauces ; red tongue inflamed in the middle ; severe 
burning in the oesophagus, from the mouth to the stomach ; spas- 
modic sensation^ and cramplike pains in oesophagus; hawking up 
of bloody matter. During Uie spasms, bloody, brown foam would 
runout of the mouth. The burning sensations at times seemed 
intolerable; deglutition was painful; food and drinks, warm, 
ag^avating. At this juncture I was called, and for the 
rehef of these symptoms ^ave Arsenicum dd,then Garbo vegetabilis 
8d, with mucilaginous drinks, but without much beuefit. A more 
careful study of the symptoms determined me to try Phosphorus. 
Pellets of the second dilution were given with prompt success; 
relief followed in a few minutes after the first dose, and in a few 
davs the symptoms disappeared* In this case there must have 
existed CEsophagitis,— a true inflammation of its mucous tissue. Aa 
the Gelseminum was taken largely diluted with water, it must have 
been a specific and not a mere local effect. 

GuNicAL Rehabks. — ^It may be found a valuable remedy in 
inflammation and irritation of the oesophagus, from acrid secretions 
of the stomach. Dr. White, of Coldwater, Mich., praises the 
Gelseminum highly in Tonsilitis, and inflammation of the pharynx, 
palate, and uvula, He considers it equal to Belladonna in Scarla- 
tinous Angina. I have only used it in luight catarrhal inflammations 
of the fauces and tonsils, in which it seemed to act favorably. It 
would seem to be perfectly specific to paralysis of the glottis, and 
all other portions of the organs of deglutition. , In all the above 
affections, the medium or high dilutions are best indicated, especin 
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ally if the patient be susceptible to the action of the drag ; if not, 
ki^e doses mast be nsed. Its action on the throat resembles 
very mnch the effects of Belladonna. Dr. Donglas advises it in 
k^Bammation of tiie tonsils, and other throat slfections. In the 
spasmodic affections of the throal, so frequent in hysteric females, it 
is superior to any other drag, bat will have to be given in material 
doses. 

Dr. Lodge, reports, that the Oelseminnm has proved very nseftil 
in cases of paralysis succeeding di^Atheria, particularly in paralysis of 
the organs of deglutition and aphonia. He relates the ibllowing 
case : ^^A young man of 18 who had been treated for diphtheria by an 
allopathic physician was found with the following symptoms: 
ffreat prostration; partial paralysis of the right side; denre for food, 
but difficulty of swallowing, ana vomiting alter taking ever so little ; 
cannot speak above a whisper ; great difficulty in articulation ; cough 
with expectoration of frothy mucus streaked with blood ; severe 
pain in different parts of the body, immediately after lying down, 
preventing sleep; pulse 120, and small. He had been kept up by 
stimulants. IrecUment — Gelseminum tincture, five dops m half a 
tumblerful of water ; teaspoonfhl every hour. Commenced the 
medicine at 8, p.k^ rested better the Allowing nieht; pains very 
much less ; next day could swallow easier ; in four days could swal- 
low well and partook moderately of roast turkey, wiUi relish. The 
improvement continued under the use of the Gelseminum, all 
the symptoms disappearing, except those of hronchiai nrUationj 
which Gel. did not remove. Phosph. and the ordinary remedies were 
then resorted to, and the cure completed. This youth is now in the 
enjoyment of good health. 

Tastes. Appetite, dastrlcaffeetlOM, Ac— Thirst during the sweat; 
mawkish taste ; clammy feverish taste ; great hunger ; emctattoas,' 
nausea; hiccough; yellowish-white coating of the tongue, with 
fcstid breath ; dternate increase and loss of appetite, slight nausea ; 
sour eructations ; bitter taste ; bady foul, spoiled taste and breath, 
with frequent need to rinse the mouth, or spit ; raising of tasteless, 
semi-solid matter in the cesophagns, with flatus. 

Clinical Rkmjlbkb. — It is homceopathicto loss of appetite from 
debility of the stomach, or a paralytic state of the organs of digestion, 
or increased appetite caused by active hypoeremia of the coats of 
the stomach. It does not seem to be homoeopathic to many gastric 
conditions, as it rarely causes nausea or eructations. It does not 
induce vomiting, like Verat. viride. Ipecac., or Tart. emet. It only 
causes vomiting when taken in large quantities ; then it irritates by 
its bulk and acridity only. If usenil in any variety of vomiting, it 
IS in that form which arises from atony of the stomadi, in which 
case Nux vom.. Iron, and China are better. 

fitomacli. — Feeling of emptiness and weakness in the stomach 
and bowels ; distension of the stomach with pain and nausea ; sensa- 
tion as of something wanting in the epigastric region; rumbling, and 
dull pains in the epigastrium, relieved by expulsion of flatus; burn- 
ing in the stomach extending up to the moutn. 

pijNiCAL Rbmarks. — Sensations of great weakness, emptiness, 
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««gonenes8'' at the stomach, arises from a debilitated state of the 
great sympathetic nerve, and may be unoompiioated with any other 
morbid state, in which case Gleiseminum ma^ be nsefnl, in small 
doses. It may, however, arise from congestion of the portal sys- 
tem, and a torpid state of the liver, in whidi case Nuz vom., Aeon*, 
Lept^ Pod. or Mer. woald be applicable, alternated with Gelsem. 
It IS often caused by nterine congestion, or prolapsus, when Cimi- 
dfuga, Helonias, or Sepia must be given. Ignatia, Coffea, or Thea, 
in cases caused by mere nervons excitement, or sudden emotion. It 
is primarily homceopathio to accumulation of ilcUua in the stomach, 
distention, eructations and dull pain, probably caused by want of 
tone in the muscular fibres of that organ. For such symptoms the 
2d or 3d dilutions will suffice. It is secondarily homoBopathic to 
many forms — gastralgicu, oxrdMgia^ eraimpa in the stomachy and all 
spasmodic conditions of that o]:gan. It is homoeopathic to congestion 
of the stomach, with hypersBmia of its mucous lining. The Sjnmp- 
toms indicating its use are: sensation of a heavy load, with weight, 
tension, and dull pain; sometimes with empty, faint, sensations 
in the epigastrium, and a &lBe hunger — a land of gnawing. Of 
late, the Gelseminum is much used in all active hoBmorhages^ by 
the Eclectic and Allopathic schools. They rely upon its sedative 
power. Many other remedies, however, will prove more useful in these 
affections. In active hsBmorrhages, Hamam., Ipecac., andErigeron; 
in the passive variety, Trillium, Terebinthina, and Sulph. acid, will 
be found efficient remedies. 

AMonen and 8tooL — Rumblins and rolling in the abdomen, 
with emission of flatus above and oelow ; periodical pains in the 
i^omen, with yellow diarrhoea coming on in the evening ; pain in 
the left iliac region; bowels loose, but great difficulty to discharge 
anything ; there seems to be great strength in the sphincter muscles; 
dull pain in bowels, which becomes quite severe towards morning ; 
dull aching pun in the umbUicid region; palpitation of muscles 
of the abdomen, which continued about three mmutes; slight pain 
in the transverse colon; gnawing pain in the transverse 
colon. Seventeen hours afker taking the drug, was awakened by 
severe gripings in the lower abdomen, soon followed by a very 
natural stool, but followed by no diminution of pain until another 
large, deeply bilious discharge ; followed by instant relief of pain. 
Evacuation of flatulence both ways ; movements of flatus in the 
lower bowels; slight colicky feeling, as if the bowels would be 
moved, and constant eructations of wind and bland fluid. At break- 
&8t, dull-aohe on the right side of the -head ; gastric oppression ; had 
to loosen the waistbands; after which coUcky sensations to the 
left of the navel, as if a stool would shortly be passed ; slow stool, 
leaving a sensation of more remaining to be passed, and of abdom- 
inal repletion. Pain behind the fifth rib, to the lefl of the stenum, 
from flatus relieved by eructation. Stool at first consistent, then 
papescent, bilious, homogeneous, preceded all the morning by 
flatulence. Coincident with the intoxicated feeling, gastralgia and 
colic. Colicky pains below the navel, extending to the testes, and 
causing flatus ; relieved by its expulsion ; stool of a deep yellow 
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color and papescent ; soft, bilious stool, preceded by threatenings 
of diarrhoea; Colic; attempted stool, mach wind only passed ; tea- 
eolored, semi-solid stool; dall pains in the abdomen; sharp pains in 
the bowels with stools of a light creamy color and pappy consis- 
tence ; sleep disturbed by lancinating pains in abdomen^ relieved 
by copioas discharg:es of flatus ; intoxicated feelings, with painless 
but slightly diarrhceic stool ; tenderness of the abdominal parietes. 

Writers of the dominant and eclectic schools have decreed 
that Gelseminam does not act as an internal irritant, or a purgative; 
they assert that it is not known to increase any of the intestinal 
secretions. Homoepathic provings seem to lead us to different 
conclusions, as many of the above abdominal symptoms demon- 
strate, 

CuNicAi, Remabks. — ^If Gelseminum be homoeopathic to Golic^ 
it is to the spasmodic and flatulent. As either ot these varieties 
may run into and induce the other, we will consider them in one 
paragraph. Flatulence is generally caused by the imperfect 
digestion of articles of food, some Kinds of which, such as raw 
vegetables, and substances of a fermentable nature, are more prone 
to have that effect. But in a perfectly healthy state of the diges- 
tive organs, all varieties of food may be eaten with impunity. The 
powers of digestion then, must be morbidly enfeebled before flatulent 
or spasmodic colic can ensue. Any cause, therefore, which is capa- 
ble of debilitating digestion, may act as a cause of flatulence. In 
Peritonitis^ we cannot expect much specific benefit from Gtolseminum 
except from its power to control the fever, and the nervous erethism 
from excessive pain. While it might not be as valua]|le as Aconite, 
it would be better than Veratrum viride or Tartarus emeticus. An 
external application of the tincture in peritoneal inflammation 
might allay the pain somewhat I have used Aconite for that pur- 
pose with the best results. In JErUeritis it may prove more 
valuable. As it causes congestion and hypersBmia of the intestines, 
it may prove homoeopathic to the first stages of acute Enteritis. It 
will probably be useful to restrain the spasmodic action of the 
bowels, which is often a distressing symptom of this disease. In 
Neuralgia of the Litestines I have found tne tincture, in single drop 
doses, given every fifteen minutes, to be a successful remedy. The 
symptoms were acute, lancinating pains in the bowels, with great 
agitation and restlessness, cold hands and feet, rapid pulse, and a 
tendency to general spasms. In Strangulated Hernia^ the Gelsem- 
inum in sufficient pathogenetic doses, ought to be a most valuable 
aid. More relaxing than Ohloroform or Lobelia, or Opium, it is 
surprising that physicians and surgeons of the other schools have 
not resorted to its use. It would be the first medicine I should resort 
to, and no remedy holds forth greater promise of usefulness in such 
dangerous accidents. Its internal administration would be aided 
much by external application. In Dvarrhoea^ Gelseminum may 
prove useful when the stools are biUous, papescent, and accom- 
panied by much flatulence; also when there is much nervous 
prostration — more weakness than the discharge could cause. It 
wiXi not be found useful in diarrhoea with watery, mucous, or profuse 
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discharges ; or in looseness from indigestion. Dr. Morgan noticed 
that while proving the drag, any exciting news would bring on 
^^hreatenings of diarrhcna.^ This fact is suggestive. We know 
that in certain impressible people, whose nervous system has, 
become enervated, any fright, excitement, or emotion will cause a 
temporary looseness of the bowels. Now, the effects of Gelseminum 
on the system are jnst such as would make it homoeopathic to such 
conditions and its effects. Dr. Lippe, of Philadelphia, reports to 
me, several cases of diarrhoea, caused b^ fnght, grief, and depress- 
ing emotions, treated with the 1000th dilution, a single dose sufficed. 

In Dysentery^ so far as my experience goes, the results attained 
are very similar to those noticed from the use of Aconite, viz : sub- 
sidence of the inflammatory symptonis, disappearance of blood from 
the stools, less fever, and a mitigation of the tenesmus. I have 
treated many severe cases with it,m alternation with Merc, Podoph., 
Ipecac, and Aloes. Besides its internal administration, I adopted 
the suggestion of Coe and others, and used the tincture in an enema^ 
in the proportion of ten drops to four ounces of warm starch or 
gum water; injecting all at once, and repeating every few hours. 
It mitigated the severe tenesmus. In ConstipcUion^ Gelseminum 
does not appear to be primarily indicated, in many cases. It may 
be useful in simple retention of stool from deficiency of tone in the 
muscular coats of the intestines [in 2d and 3d dilution]. It may be 
useful, also, in constipation, fVom spasm of the muscular coats at some 
point in the intestinal tubes, in drop doses of tincture. In the 
Southern States it is much used, in infusion, as a domestic remedy 
for intestinal worms^ and with alleged success. Dr. Coe advises the 
Gelseminum in half or one grain doses, two or three times a day, 
combined with Podophyliin and Santonin, and says it has proved 
effectual in expelling the ascaris lumbricoides and tricocephalus dis- 
par. I have had unusual success in treating worm affections with 
the Gelseminum, 2d trituration, alternated with Podophyliin 1st or 
2d, and Santonin one-tenth, each in grain doses, two hours apart. 
After two or three days the worms are either expelled in large 
numbers, or the verminous s^ptoms all disappear. A weak dilu« 
tion of the tincture injected mto the rectum, will often bring away 
large quantities of ascarides. 

Liver and Spleen.— The provings of Gelseminum so far do not 
show any pains or abnormal sensations referred to the hepatic or 
splenic regions. Its effect upon the alvine evacuations, however^ 
show that it has some effect upon the liver. For instance, we have, 
^4arge, deeply bilious discharge; bilious, papescent stool; stool of 
deep yellow color, and papescent ; soft biBous stool ; " all denoting 
increased action of the liver. We have also, ^Hea-colored stool; 
stool of a light creaniv color, and pappy consistence,'' indicating a 
deficient amount of bile in the evacuations. 

Clikical Remabks. — Judring from these symptoms, we may 
consider it primarily homoeopathic to some forms otbilioits diarrhcea^ 
probably from a relaxed condition of the biliary ducts, or the ductus 
communis choledochns, or it may be hepatic hyperiemia. It is 
probably primarily homoeopathic to passive congestion of the liver, 
26 
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denoted bj prostration, and a lan|^id cironlation ; languor, doUnesSy 
drowsiness, or depression of spirits ; dimness of sight, and dull 
headache. Jaundice^ with prostration, clay-colored stool, eta 
There are two symptoms above mentioned, viz. : tea-colored, [slate- 
colored ?] and creamy, papescent stool, which indicate that Gelse- 
minmn causes either deficiency or retention of bile. Now, from 
what we know of the action of the medicine, it is hardly to be 
supposed that it can cause, primarily, anv excessive secretion of bile ; 
but it may cause deficient secretion, from atony of the liver, in 
which case the yellow coloring matter of the bile would &il to be 
eliminated from the blood, and its accumulation in the circulation 
would be a necessary consequence. This, Wood believes to be the 
most common origin of Jaundice. Gelseminum, 3d dilution, alter- 
nated with Merc, Leptandria, Podophyllum, would be most 
applicable in such conditions. 

The Gelseminum seems to have a specific effect upon the nerves 
and muscles of the rectum. Dr. W.H. White has seen it cause 
paralysis of the sphincter ani, with tendency to prolapsed rectum. 

Urinary Organs.— Urine rather increased in quantity; clear and 
watery; frequent micturition; frequent emission of clear and 
limpid urine, with seeming relief to the dullness and heaviness of 
the head; urine at times clear and limpid, at times milky and 
turbid. Urine much increased in quantity. [Bird, "Urinary 
Deposits,'' p. 210, says that it is characteristic of phosphatic urine to 
be pale and colorless ; also that such urine deposits pale urate of 
ammonia, nearly white. Phosphatic urine is often foetid). " The 
effects of Gelseminum were dissipated within a few hours. As I 
have remarked an augmented secretion of urine, I suppose my kid- 
neys eliminated the dru^ rapidly, and so prevented its action on the 
divers organic spheres.'' ITHale] have noticed symptoms similar 
to the above, whilst under the influence of the drug ; and in nearly 
every instance the profuse emission of watery urine was accompa- 
nied by transient chilliness, tremuloussness, and an evident alleviation 
of the sensations of heaviness of the head, dullness of mind, and 
dimness of sight. Several persons who made partial provings for 
me, noticed the satne symptoms, with the alleviation. Contrasting 
the effects of Gelseminum on the urinary organs, with some of the 
phenomena of disease, and they become interesting and significant. 
In real Diabetes^ Gelseminum cannot be of much service. It is 
probably not pathologically indicated. In NiphritiSj Cyatitia^ 
Urethritis it mav be used as we would use Aconite in similar dis* 
eases, viz : to reduce the local hyperemia. In these affections we 
must rely entirely upon the secondary action of the drug; using it 
in larger doses. 

In my practice it has benefited some cases of frequent urging to 
urinate, with scanty emission, attended with tenesmus of the bkdder. 

In EnureaiSy Gelseminum ought to prove as valuable a remedy as 
Belladonna, for like that drug, it induces a paralytic state of all the 
sphincter muscles. Those cases, then, of involuntary micturition 
depending on a relaxed or paralytic condition of the sphincter 
muscles of the neck of the bladder^ may b^ much benefitted^ or 
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cnred by the use of the dilutions of Gelseminum. Gelseminum will, 
probably prove usefal in spasms of the ureters from the passage ot* 
Calculi. In this most painful affection, the object is to produce, in 
the promptest manner possible, a relaxation of the ureters. This m 
generally accomplishea by the use of hot sitz baths, Chloroform,, 
and Lobelia or Nuz vom. Gelseminum, if properly administered,, 
woald prove as efficient as either of the above means, and 
secondarily more homoBopathio to the condition. In that most 
distressing affection, Spasm of the bladder^ it would certainly 
prove useful, by promptly relaxing the circular fibres of that 
organ. This disease is often, in the case of females* confounded 
with uterine spasm, and in males with spasmodic colic. But in 
either disease Gelseminum will prove a valuable remedy, aided 
in some cases by Cauloph., Cimicif.,Colocynth, or Nux vomica. . 

Case reported hy Dr, Neidhard:^^^ji.r, T. S., one of the most 
celebrated artists in the United states, upwards of eighty years of 
age, was afflicted for more than four months with a constant invol- 
untary discharge of urine, every quarter to half hour, day and night. 
The disease seemed to consist in a relaxed, paralytic condition oi' 
the sphincter muscles of the neck of the bladder. It was impossible*, 
for him to hold his water. Cantharides, Bromide of Potash, Dn^ 
camara, and some other remedies were prescribed, without th ; 
slightest beneficial effect. It was now thought best to omit all 
remedies for several weeks, but without any improvement. Having: 
lately studied the pathogenetic effects of Gelseminum nitidum, it. 
was resolved to try it in the above case. Five drops of the 2d di' . 
were administrred three times a day. In a few days its beneficial 
effects were already perceptible, and in the space of a week tho 
whole disease was conquered, and has not returned now within six 
months.'* 

Genital Organs. — (1) Men, Some irritability of the right testis, 
and afterwards dragging pain in the same, extending to both groins 
and the hypogastrium, followed by escape of flatus; initation of 
small spots on the mucous surface of the prepuce, with surroandin.c 
congestion ; painless redness about the orifice of the urethra ; 
agreeable sensation during micturition, throughout the course ( i* 
the uretha; involuntary emission of sem^en^ withoitt an erectioi,.- 
One oi the most careful and conscientious provers in our ranfe^ 
writes me as follows: — ** A seminal weakness, formerly removed by, 
Conium, returned dnrinff this proving, and was the chief reaso.i 
why I discontinued it.*' This statement throws much light on tb .» 
action of this remedy upon the male generative system, and account.4- 
for its alleged usefulness in seminal emissions. My own proving ^ 
of Gelseminum developed the following symptoms : In connectio i 
with the general prostration, accompanied by diuresis, there wa> 
always much fiaccidity with coldness of the genital organs. 

Clinical Rbmakks. — Gelseminum is primarily indicated in int^- 
potence from muscular paralysis and atony ; in seminal emissions 
with or without amorous dreams, but caused in all cases bydirec. 
debility of the genital organs, or, rather, of the great nerves upon 
which depends their healthy condition. It is also secondarily horn- 



204 NEW HOMOEOPATfflO PROVDTGS. 

ceopatbic to semiDal emisgions from excessive irritation of the organs 
of generation, either from emotional or local congestive causes^ and 
when accompanied by a condition similar to Satyriasis. 

In the former cases, small doses of the dilutions mayprove efficient, 
but in the latter, large quantities will have to be administered — ^two 
ot three drops of the tincture every two hours. I have used the first 
trituration of Gelseminum in cases marked by local itritation, and 
ancceeded in effecting a cure, when other remedies had failed. Cases 
from allopathic authorities. Coe says: — "For spermatorrhoea, in 
connection with tonics we have found it of exceeding utility. It 
many cases it is better to administer the Gelseminum alone for 
several days, or until a remission of the symptoms is induced, and 
then follow with tonics — Cerasin, Lupulin, or Hydrastin.'' 

Case 1. — ^From Keith's Journal, in a letter from a physician: — 
*^About four years ago, I was badly afflicted with spermatorrhsea, 
and had nearly despaired of finding relief for I had tried every plan 
of treatment suggested by my medical friends. I acceded to your 
advice to try Gelseminum and took but four doses [of how much ?] 
before the emissions ceased ; and by continuing the medicine my 
appetite returned, the peculiar cadaverous hue of my face yielded 
to a more healthy color, and, as subsequent years have proved, I 
was cured of my disease." In another number we have the following 
statement : " We believe it to be, in the treatment of spermatorrhoea, 
as near a specific as any medicine can be. Administer the following 

E^wder each night, on retiring : — Gelseminum, one-half grain ; 
upulin, three grains ; mix. Gradually diminish the dose as the 
patient shows signs of improvement. We have cured several 
cases with from six to ten doses." The above prescription could 
only benefit those cases belonging to the irritative variety, due to 
some local congestion, or exalteid state of the nerves of those 
organs. The Lupulin alone has a deserved reputation for curing 
similar cases of the disease. 

In Gonorrhoea the Gelseminum has been much used, and highly 
praised by some enthusiastic eclectics. According to Coe, " Gelsemi- 
num has gained considerable repute in the treatment of Gronorrhoea. 
We have employed it for some three years past, in that disease, but 
have never relied on it exclusively. Our principal object in employ- 
ing it, is to overcome the urethral inflammation and prevent chordee, 
and for these purposes we have found it reliable. We usually 
administer it at bed time, finding that the patient is more apt to enjoy 
a quiet night's rest thereby. We cannot say with certainty whether 
the Gelseminum possesses any specific alterative value in the above 
disease, or not, but we believe it does.'* He advises it in two grain 
doses, but small powders of the first decimal trituration, or repeated 
doses of the first dilution, will probably be found as useful, and less 
hiEusardous than the one large dose. 

Case. — Dr. J. S. Dou^as states that some thirty years ago a 
patient came into his office with Gonorrhoea, of several months 
standing, which had been improperly treated. One of his pupils 
begged him to allow him to treat the case, saying he could cure 
the most obstinate case in a few days, with the root of Yellow Jes- 
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samine, A imiall handful of the root was put into a common jonk 
bottle of whiskey, and the patient ordered, in a day or two, to take 
a tablespoonful of the mixture night and morning. He took but a 
few doses when he became much alarmed with the effect upon hia 
eyes, thinking the medicine had destroyed his vision. Every symp* 
tom of gonorrhcea had, however, disappeared, and the cure was 
permanent. Since that time he has treated many cases with it, 
and invariablpr with the same success. Dr. Morgan writes me : — 
*^The Gelsemmum is in repute for the cure of spermaUyrrhouL ; and 
an allopath of my acquaintance uses the tincture in the very largest 
doses in Gonorrhoea with, as he asserts, perfect success, even in old 



(2.) WoHBN. — ^Besides the few pathogenetic symptoms which 
I have observed, none of the proveiB of our school give us any 
symptoms of Gelseminum upon the organs of generation of women. 
The following symptoms came under my notice : Sensation of 
heaviness in the utenne region, with increase of the white, leuoor- 
rhoeal discharge ; a feeling of fullness in the hyp6gastrium [in a 
eirl of 17J; sught uterine pain (to which she had not been sub- 
ject); aching across the sacrum — a sensation as when the menses 
are coming on. [These symptoms appeared from taking five drops 
of the tincture every two hours — ^in a pregnant female in the ninth 
week. On examination, the os was slightly open, and somewhat 
patulous. Notwithstanding the small amount of experience which 
the profession possess relative to the action of the Gelseminum on 
the organs of generation of women, there seems to be considerable 
unanimity of opinion among Eclectic authors, regarding its effects 
in that direction. We will examine the testimony^ Dr. King, who 
seems to understand its sphere of action very well, and who has had 
much practical experience in the use of the medicine, says: ^^In 
obstetrics it has been efficaciously employed in dysmenorrhcBa, 
gastralsia, cramps, and odontalgia during pregnancy ; in rheuma- 
tism of the uterus, rigid os uteri, hour-glass, contraction, retained 
placenta, and pueiperal fever, puerperal convulsions, etc. 

We will exanune its merits in the above affections briefly in 
detail : 

In Dysmenorrhoea of a neuralgic or spasmodic character, the 
Gelseminum would undoubtedly prove beneficial in material doses ; 
minute* doses would fail to reacn the malady, because dysmen- 
orrhoea is not one of the primary effects of the drug. Its neuralgic 
and spasmodic symptoms are secondary. But in the congestive 
form the dilutions will be useful. In the inflammatory form. King 
advises it, in connection with tincture of Aconite, both in large 
doses. Coe asserts that ^' for relieving the pain of Dysmenorrhoea 
we know of no single remedy equal to it.'' He gives one-half grain, 
of Gelseminum every two hours, and frequently alternates Caulo- 
phyllin or Vibumin with it ; both of the latter remedies I know to 
be valuable in this affection. He further says : — ^^ When caused by 
functional derangement we deem it specific ; we have earned the 
gratitude of many sufferers by its employm^it.'' I would ad viae a 
candid trial of the remedy in the hands of homoeopathists. In 
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AmenorrhcBa, Coe advises it, and says the menses ^nS frequently 
return under the use of half grain doses of G^lseminum, three times a 
day. In the congestive variety, induced by a cold, it will undoubt- 
edly prove of service. In Aboriiony King recommends it on the 
ground that it will have the same effect as blood-letting in prevent- 
mg that accident. Coe says : ^^ The opinion has been entertained 
by some that the G^lseminum is capable of prodacin^ abortion, but 
our experience with it, inclines us to the contrary belief. As before 
stated, when administered in small dofea^ it gently stimulates uter- 
ine contraction^ but when given in large doses^ it wiU arrest the 
progress of labor with much certainty. Still, we are unable to say 
that it will NOT produce abortion under some circumstances, 
although we have never seen any evidence of its power to do so, 
and we have administered it to women at all the different stages of 
utero gestation." Drs. White and Ford thought that when used in 
Yellow Fever, the Gelseminum rather prevented abortion, as one. 
woman so treated, was in the sixth month of pi'egnancy, and did 
not abort. Still, my observations convince me that under some 
circumstances the medicine may be capable of causiuff abortion. 
The pathogenetic symptoms above noticed would go far to sub- 
stantiate such a belief. Let it be borne in mind that anything 
which has a severe depressing influence upon the nervous and 
vascular systems may caase miscarriage. Thus, profnse bleedings, 
a chill, debility from acute disease, grief, iright or other depressing 
emotions, will in some constitutions tend to such an accident. Now 
the effects of this drug on the female organism, are very similar to 
the above, and may therefore under similar circumstances bring on 
the same results. Its general action on the uterns will be con* 
sidered further on. In the vomiting and gast/rodynia of pregnant 
females, when of a spasmodic character, Gelseminum may prove 
beneficial. Some writer has called attention to the similarity 
between this vomiting and sea-sickness. It is a curious fact that 
the remedies found beneficial in one, are those most useful in the 
other. Thus Nux vomica, Cocculus, and Chloroform are the remedies 
for sea-sickness, and I have found them equally reliable in the severe 
vomitings of pregnancy. As Gelseminum bears a remarkable 
resemblance to the last mentioned agent, I would advise its use in 
single drop doses, in cases where the usual medicines had failed to 
give relief, and where there was present considerable nervous, debile 
irritability. The troublesome cramps of pregnancy y although gen- 
erally amenable to the usual Verat. alb., Coloc, and Nux vom., may 
be controlled as readily by the use of Gauloph., Vibur., and Gel- 
seminum. Dr.* King in his Obstetrics, speaks of it in hcur-glass 
contractionSy and inversion of the uteruSy in order to aid manual 
operations, but doubts its safety under all circumstances. In those 
oases it would be expected to hitve many of the effects of Chloro- 
form, especially relaxation. He also strongly advises its use in 
puerperal convulsions. 

Cases reported by Dr. J. S. Douglas : 

Case 1st. — On the night of the dd inst, (Nov. 1861) a young 
married woman, of highly nervous temperajtnent, and seven montM 
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pregnant with her first child, was attacked with violent conyaldons, 
frequently repeated, and soon followed with complete unconscious- 
ness, and the wildest deliriunou 

This state of things continued till the afternoon of the 5th, 
when she was delivered of a dead foetus. The convulsions now 
ceased, but she continl|^d in a state of wild deUrium, incessantly 
talking and without a moment of sleep for three days and nights. 
During the next half day her delirium was somewhal more sub- 
dued, the incessant talk less furious, and she seemed to sleep once 
or twice for a minute or two. During all this time, the arterial 
action was inclined to be excessive, as in acute inflammatory disease, 
though no such state could be detected. This excessive action waa 
successfully controlled by the frequent use of Aconite. 

I now resolved to try the effect of Gelseminum. She accord- 
ingly took tea spoonful doses of a mixture of three drops, third 
dilution, in one-half a tumbler of water. During the night, after 
two or three doses, she had three sleeps of from one to two hours, 
and in the morning gave the first evidence of consciousness. This, 
however, was of short duration. A few minutes of mental effort 
seemed to exhaust the power of the brain and she relapsed into 
wakeful delirium. But whenever she has become delirious and 
sleepless, the Gelseminum, in the above doses, has uniformly and 
promptly procured quietness and sleep. The intelligent nurse has 
come to rely implicitly upon it whenever needed. The patient has 
steadily improved from the above date to the present, Nov. 28d, 
though it has been necessary to give occasional intermediate doses 
of Aconite, which alone has controlled the excessive arterial activ- 
ity. She now leaves her room, though her mind is weak, and wan- 
ders when too long excited. 

In this case it is evident that Gelseminum has uniformly and 
perfectly succeeded in quieting excessive nervous irritability and 
delirium, and procuring sleep, where Aconite, Bellad., Cham., 
Coffea, Hyos., Ign., Puis., Stram., etc, had proved powerless. 

Case 2nd.— On the 5th inst..Iwas called to see a lady eight 
months pregnant, the mother of four children, the two last of 
which had been born at about the same period (of eight months). 
All her labors had been exceedingly tedious, from three to six or 
seven days, apparently from the great ri^dity and unyieldingness 
of the OS uteri. In her last confinement she had violent puerperal 
convulsions. When I was called on the 5th she had had regular 
labor pains for three days, but, accustomed to protracted labors, 
she had not thought it time to send for me till she was seized with 
a convulsion, which was repeated before m^ arrival. I found the 
p^ns quite active and frequent, but on making an examination not 
the least result was observable. The os uteri was not in the least 
developed, but rigid, and perfectly closed. 

With the vivid recollection of her last two labors, at the same 
period of eight months, their extreme tediousness, the violent and 
alarming coi^vulsions which now bid fair to be continued through 
a labor of days— perhaps many days ; of all the exhaustive appli- 
ances formerly employed to subdue the convulsions and to stop or 
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hasten the premature labor, with nearly all my time necessarily 
oconpied with the case above related, no one will marvel at my 
extreme anxiety and perplexity. On reflection, as all other known 
means had, on the former occasions, proved so fraitless, I resolved 
to try the effect of Oelseminam. It miffht, by its great sedative 
power, subdue the spasms ; it might allay and put a stop to the 
premature l^);K>r pains. If it failed of accomplishmg these objects, 
It might relax the ri^dity of the os uteri, and thus facilitate the 
labor. She was not of a nervous, but a bilious temperament. I 
gave five drops of the tincture, directing it to be repeated after 
each spasm, or, if no spann occurred, every hour unless the pains 
were abated, or she experienced some of the characteristic 
symptoms of the drug. After three doses I saw her. No more 
spasms had occurred. The pains were unchang^ed. Directed one 
drop every two hours. Six hours after, the pains were nearly the 
same, but a very palpable change was effected in the state of the 
00 uteri, which was now soft, relaxed, and sufficiently dilated to 
admit the finger easily. I had no doubt the labor would now go 
on, and from the much more rapid relaxation of the os uteri than 
on former occasions, would be much less tedious. I left to call 
again in six or eight hours, or to be notified if needed sooner. At 
my next visit the pains were much less frequent and much lighter. 
No symptoms from the drug. Continued one drop every four 
hours. On the following day, the pains had altogether ceased and 
the patient was feeling entirely comfortable. Three days since she 
was in her usual good health and attending to her usual duties. 
She was safely delivered at the proper time, and afieKan easy labor. 
Others can draw their own inferences from this case, and I will 
not comment upon it, except to say it is obvious that Oelseminum 
accomplished in it what every hitherto known means had entirely 
fuled to effect, on two precisely similar occasions, with the same 
patient. 

Case reported by Dr. 0. A. WiDiams : — ^Mrs. S— , a large 
woman of plethoric habit, about twenty-eight years of age, in her 
sixth montn of pregnancy, was taken, April 25th, 1864, with flow- 
ing. It not being very severe, the patient, from some cause, 
allowed it to continue to the 28th^ when, thinking she was about to 
be confined, sent for me. (I attended her through a case of the 
same kind the year previous.) On calling I found the above his- 
tory, with the following condition: considerable flowing, but no 
pain. On examination,! found the os sliffhtly dilated, and at once 
proceeded with the usual remedies, to check the hemorrhage, but 
with no success, and the discharge continued until the eve of the 
20th, when the waters were expelled. Immediately previous to 
the last act, she had had two or three ^uite severe pains. On 
examination I found the os uteri rigid, with the orifice about the 
size of a three cent piece. As she was free from pain I put her on 
Caul., two grain doses every two hours. I continued this until the 
301^, 11 A.M., when, on examination, I found no change. The 

{atient had been comtbrtable, with the exception of slight nausea ; 
then gave her Caul., first dec. trit., three grain doses every two 
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honn, until the eve of the tame day. Still no change. I then gave 
her Gebenunnm fld. ext., two, drop doses, every hour. The foSow^ 
ing morning, May Ist, I called again. She had rested well, had 
flowed but very little, and oondaded she was no better. I made 
an examination and found the os fully dilated, and the head of the 
fcetus^partly expelled. I very soon delivered her, and cut the cord : 
the child lived nearly an hour. The placenta was retained, and 
about ten minutes after the child was expelled, the os had con- 
tracted, and was rigid as before. I a^in gave her Gaul., in its 
various potencies, with no success. I then gave Ergot, but got no 
effect except nausea. This occupied the time from May 1st, until 
the 3d, Friday, the os still ri^d. I gave G^elsem. as before, and 
with the happiest results, as m a few hours the os uteri was fully 
dilated, and uie placenta expelled. Mark, that during the whole 
course of this case there were no pains, except the few before the 
liquor amnii was discharged. The patient progressed finely, and in 
a few days was convidescent. The discharge was quite light after 
con&iement, and of a pale color. 

In the treatment of the form of puerperal convulsions depend- 
ing on Urffimia, I should place much reliance on the remedial 
powers of Gelseminum. It will be found of much service in mod* 
erating the violence of the fit8,'as well as to run off by its dinretio 
effects, some of the urea and carbonate of ammonia upon which the 
primary morbid condition depends. Of the use of Gelseminum in 
rigid os tOeri^ Dr. King says : ^ It has within the last few years, 
been recommended to overcome this difficulty, and I have admin- 
istered it in a considerable number of cases with benefit. It pos* 
sesses an advantage over Lobelia in not causing nausea and vomil^ 
ing, but as a general rule its influence is not so readily experienced 
as with that drug, and when once effected is of a more permanent 
character." (Do not give so much then. Doctor.) Prof. Cleveland, 
Dr. L. K Miller, and many other writers eminent in the £clecti<^ 
and Allopathic schools speak veij highly of the use of Gelseminum 
in difficult labor, firom rigidity of the os or vagina. They consider 
it much more efficient, and its administration attended with less 
suffering and danger than Ohlorof, Bellad., Lobelia or artificial 
dilatation. I think that Gelseminum, in rigidity of the os^ uteri, is 
superior to any remedy usually recommended in our school It 
may be applied locally to the os, in the form of the glycerole of 
Gelseminum ; one or two drams should be rubbed into the rigid o^, 
with the finger. Oroserio advises the administration of a few 
pellets of the SOth [!] of Belladonna. Jahr says, ^<If the nedt 
should remidn closed, and a hard rim should be felt all around the 
orifice, three globules of Belladonna dry upon the tongue will 
bring about the regular evolution of the progress of labor,*' or ^ if 
the dilatation of the vagina proceed too slowly, or be too painfii], a 
few doses of Coff., Sec, ruls., or Nux vom., will remedy this 
trouble." This latter prescription is much more scientific than the 
former for Coff., See. Puis., and Nux vom. undoubtedly cause 
rigidity of the vagina and os uteri, as a primarv effect. But there 
is not a particle of proof that BeUad. does. On the contrary, the 



210 NEW HOMCEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

well-known and inyariable primaiy effect of Belladonna is to canse 
iiaralyBis or relaxation of sdl the sphincter mtmcles. Gelseminom 
has many points of resemblance to Belladonna, but none more sim- 
ilar than its effects on the sphincter and circolar muscles, all of 
which are primarily relaxed, and even paral3rzed. It dilates the 
pupil, paralyzes the glottis, relaxes the sphincter of the bladder and 
rectum, and those muscles of the os uteri and vagina, upon which 
their contractile power depends. While, then, it has a similar 
action to the Belladonna, it can be used with greater safety, for its 
effects are generally transient, and may be controlled, if excessive^ 
by such a general remedy as common salt ; or spedfic, such as 
Secalo or Caulophyllum. The large doses of Gelseminum advised 
by Eclectics, are not necessary. Froni two to five drops of the 
tincture, or even first dilution, if good, will, in most cases, be found 
sufficient. There is one other argument for the use of €relsem- 
inum in some difficult labors, which, if made reliable by the test of 
observation and experience, will bring the medicine into deservedly 
high repute. I allude to the statement made by several prominent 
writers, but particularly by Coe, whom I quote, as follows : " Some 
division of opinion exists in relation to the true action of this 
remedy upon the uterus. Wo have had considerable experience in 
the treatment of female disorders, and have used the preparations 
of Gelseminum quite extensively. For five years past we have 
employed it as a parturifitcient, and with better satisfaction than 
any other remedy. We use it for the purpose of relieving cramps, 
or other spasmodic difficullies, vertigo, nervous irritability, wake- 
fulness and other symptoms accompanying gestation. It seems to 
prepi^re the system for the parturient effort, and labor is com- 
pleted in an unusually short period of time. When administered 
m small doses, it gently stimtdates uterine eontractUm^ but when 
given in large doses it will arrest the progress of labor with much 
certainty?^ The same writer seeks to account for this and other 
peculiarities of its action as follows : ^^ Gelseminum is one of those 
medicines which are peculiarly governed in their action, by the 
quantity administered. Thus, in small doses it acts as a gentle stim- 
ulant and tonic to the nervous system, giving vigor and harmony 
of action ; while in large doses it proves a powerful relaxant, 
completely prostrating the muscular system, and by over stimula- 
ting the brain and nerves, produces irregular and disturbed nervous 
action." This sentence undoubtedly embodies the real sphere of 
action of this wonderful remedy, as well as the true rationale of its 
curative powers in disease. The explanation is worthy the staunch- 
est disciple of Hahnemann, for it indicates as strongly as words 
can, that it cures according to the law of Similia^ i. e.j U cures in 
small doses^ that which it causes in large. 

Air Passages. — Paroxysms of hoarseness, with dryness of the 
throat ; voice seems weak ; sneezing followed by tingling and fulness 
in the nose ; sneezing with dull headache ; tingling in nose; paraly- 
sis of the glottis, with difficulty of swallowing ; ineffectual efforts to 
articulate; voice thick, as if the tongue was too large; cough from 
tickling and dry roughness of the fauces ; burning in the larynx and 
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down in the chest, onder the sternnm; a sensation of soreness in 
the chest when ooaghing. 

Clinical Remarks. — Dr. Donglas considers it almost a specif!'^ 
for ordinary catarrhcU fever j with the usual symptoms of sneezinpTi • 
watery coryza, soreness of the throat, and cough, with rawness in 
the chest. During the winter of 1860-61 I treated a great many 
cases of severe influenza^ then epidemic, in which the symptonn 
much resembled the above, only more intense, often nearly 
approaching to acute bronchitis, Gelseminum was the principal 
remedy relied upon. It seemed to act veiy favorably in outtm*? 
short, or modifying the disease. Only a &w cases needed Pho< 
or Mercur. iod. m alternation. In Acute ^ronehitia it will doubt.- 
less be found as useful as Aconite or Tart. emet. In Aphonia from 
catarrhal paralysis it is fully indicated, in small doses. (See case 
reported under head of " Throat.**) 

Thoracic Organs. — Stitching sensations in the region of the heart; 
constrictive pain around the lower part of the chest ; short parox« 
ysmal pain in the superior part of the right lung, on taking a Ion£r 
breath with stitches from above downwards. The pain in the lungB \^ 
one of the most prominent symptoms. Periodical pains in the poc;- 
toral muscles; offensive breath; slow breathing and slow pn]s<», 
(primary), followed by rapid breathing, and quick , weak pulf^e 
(secondary). Sudden sensation of suffocation, as in hysteria; respi- 
ration almost imperceptible ; sighing respiration. (In men) Breath- 
ing unnaturally slow ; heavy and li^ored respirations ; inspirations, 
were of a sighing, catching character ; slow breathing with rapid 
pulse (primary). Respiration hurried and seemingly painful ; inspi- 
rations ; long with croupy sound ; expirations sudden and forcible. 

Pathology, — ^The following pathological appearances have been 
observed by Dr. Miller and myself, in animals poisoned by Gelsem- 
inum: Active hypersBmia of the lungs; lungs highly congested; 
heavy, sinking in water, but evidently not inflamed ; lungs bluish 
at the base, crepitating but little, and tilled with venous blood. 

Clinical Remarks. — But few painful symptoms of the chest 
have been observed by the provers of Gelseminum. This I presume 
can be accounted for on the supposition which the pathological 
appearances seem to uphold, that it does not cause inflamrnsu 
tion, or any disturbance of the nerves of sensation of the thoracio 
organs. In this respect it ranks with Aconite andVeratrum viride. 
It undoubtedly flrst attacks the nerves which control the respira- 
tory movements, acting primarily as a sedative, causing more or 
less paralysis; and secondarily, irritating the same respiratory nerves 
into irregular and spasmodic action, with concomitant hyperaBmin. 
The venous congestion, I imagine to be the result of an inabilitv of 
the veins to return the bloc^ to the heart, from paralysis. The 
secondary symptoms shown by the dogs, were evidently of a spas- 
modic character, as regards the respiratory efforts, while tlie 
primary respiratory symptoms, were as evidentiy the result of a 
sedative influence on the nerves. 

The therapeutic sphere of Gelseminum in thoracic affections 
may be briefly summed up : It is primarily indicated in paralysis 
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or debility of the lungs, of a neryons arigiEi; and in paasiye con- 
gestion ; it is secondmly indicated in all affections of tne lungs and 
pleura, which are marked by erethism, or yascnlar irritation ; or 
when congestion is to be feared, or is already present ; also in all 
q^wmodio affections of the lungs and diaphragm, such as convulsive 
hiooough, certain forms of asthma, spasms of the air passages, 
oonvulsiye coughs, etc. In real JPneumonia (md Pleuriif/^ it is not 
truly homoeopathic, but may be used with benefit. Dr. J. S* 
Doiiglas, says: ^*A word in regard to the homooopathicity of Gcd- 
seminum in inflammations, as pneumonia, etc., etc* In all inflam- 
matory diseases, there is a forming or congestive stage, character- 
ised by chilliness, depressed pulse, etc. According to my view, to 
this stage, and this only, is GfelsCTninum homcBopalMc. When this 
Bta^e is passed, and ccmgestion gives place to inflammation, the 
indication for Gelseminum ceases, and that for Aconite begins. 
ThiB is the clear distinction which I make between these two valu- 
able drugs. I do not, however, mean to exclude Aconite from the 
eongestive stage of inflammatory diseases, but I believe Gelsem- 
mum still more strongly indicateHd.** 

The remarks of Dr. Marcy, relative to the action of Aconite 
on die lungs, are perfectly applioaUe, it appears to me, to Gtelsem- 
inum : — ^^It is highly probable, as I have already observed, that many 
of l^e pulmonary symptoms, pHToduced by Aconite, are due to its 
spedflc action upon the brain, rather than any direct impressions on 
the lungs. Normal respiration and circulation can only be sustained 
by an unimi>aired condition of the brain. Even when the impres- 
sion upon this organ is slight, we observe an immediate change in 
the action of the heart and lungs. The inhalation of CUoroibrm 
or IkJier, for examine, which exercises a specific influence upon the 
lH*ain, causes an almost immediate acceleration of respiration and 
circulation — ^the pulse often rising to 140, and the respirations to 
26 or more, in the minute.'' 

I have called attention already to the similarity of Gdseminum 
to CUoroform. It is probable uiat as soon as the Gekeminum 
produces a decided impression upon the brain, the symptoms of 
pulmonary sedation cease, because counteracted by the cerebral 
mfluenoes, smd we have acceleration of the respiration and ciroula- 
tioiL Let it be borne in mind too^ that in some spinal diseases, 
various spasmodic affecticms of the lungs set in. The influence of 
Gelseminum on the spinal cord may induce similar symptoms^ Dr. 
Douglas, says: ^^In the first stage of the disease (Pneumonia) as in 
most other inflammate»7 diseases, Gelseminum is cl^mble of breaking 
up the disease in the first twenty-four hours, by producing free 
persfHiration. Repeat it as occaracm requires till the fever and pain 
abate. Gelseminum is more prompt and effectual than Aconite and 
Bryonia if given at an early stage.^' 

Back and Keek. — ^Dull, aching pain in back, particularly in lum- 
bar and sacral region ; pains in the neck, which confine themselves 
to the upper part of the stemo-deido mastoid muscles directly back 
of tihe parotid glands ; diJl pain under scapula of left side; {>aui in 
the back as in the cold atage of ague, Qu manyoaaes); chillinesa 
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and chills raiming tip the back from the loins to the nape of the 
neck; rhenmatio pains in the left side of the neck ; contractive sensa- 
tions in the right side of the neck ; a settled, doU, dragging hmd- 
ache, mainly in the occipat, mastoid and tipper cervical region, 
extending to the shoulders, relieve when sittmg, and by redining 
the head and shoulders on a high pillow ; aching in the left anterior 
part of the trapezius muscle ; acning in the sacro iliac and lumbar 
regions, and tlie lower part of the left thigh, as when a fever is 
commencmg. 

CuNicAL Remarks.— No remedy so certainly causes Myalgia 
by its seconadary action, than Gelseminum, and no remedy is more 
certun to relieve 9uchpa%n$^ temporarily, at least. (See Dr. Moore's 
case on page 180). It is most useful in the acute variety; when 
chronic, myalj^ihustbe treated bjr China, Nux, Helonias, etc. (See 
Inman's treatise on myalgia.) It is homcBopathic and curative, as I 
have oflien verified, in many of those ache» and pains in the back, 
shoulders, neck, and occiput, which so often precede or follow 
attacks of a^e or nervous rovers; also when these or similar p^ns are 
of a neuralgic nature, arising from some tbrm of spinal irritation; 
or come on as the result of a cold, having somewhat of a rheumatio 
character. It will doubtless prove to be homoeopathic to many of 
those anomalous cases of spinal irritation, or chronic myelitis, which 
resist the usual remedies. In paralytic conditions of the lumbar 
or sacral muscles, it is especially indicated. 

Upper Ixlremitles.— I>dep seated, dull aching pains in upper 
and lower extremities, and jcnnts generally ; severe pain in both 
upper extremities ; seemed to be deep-seated in muscles ; the pains 
were most in left arm and fore-arm ; severe aching pain in left 
elbow; rheumatio pain in extremities; sharp shooting in last 
phalandial joint of right thumb ; dull pains in muscles of right 
arm and shoulder, and some of the time in the left arm ; sharp pain 
in right wrist ; weakness and numbness of both arms ; coldness of 
the wrists and hands; itching about the elbows and fore armi^ 
some heat and dryness of the hands ; the palms feel hot and dry; 
drawing-ache about the left elbow. From large doses the arms 
become powerless, with loss of voluntary motion; sensation remains 
intact. 

In dogs, poisoned with Gelseminum, the fore legs were notpai^ 
alyzed until some time after the hinder limbs. In attempting to 
walk — dragging the posterior extremities — ^the fore legs totter^ as 
if weak, and finally gave vray ; then clonic contractions seized ihem.r 

It would seem to be homoeopathic to paralyms of the arms, with 
loss of motion, but not sensation (the reverse is true of Aconite), 
also when the paralyzed arms are affected with cramps and contrac- 
tions. It may be found useful in some forms of rhetimatism of the 
arms, induced by a cold, and not inflammatory, attended with loss 
of motion. 

Lower Ixtreiiiitles.-*l>iillpain in the lett thigh ; dull psdn in left 
humeral region, also in lower extremities — ^these are deep-seated 
in the muscles ; rheumatio pains in bones and jmnts of extremitiea, 
and in the back ; deep-seatea aching pains in muscles of e}^rewtieS| 
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relieved by motion ; severe pain in calves of both legs ; paroxysmal 
pain in the left lower extremity ; shooting pain in c^f of right leg ; 
violent shooting pain in the leg, which comes on in paroxysms ; 
every one is more violent ; the p^ is half way between the knee 
and ankle ; pain in hip of left side, confining itself tothe joint; it at 
times extends to theontedde of the thigh ; the pain is of a drawing, 
diarp character, and much worse on motion ; pain in little finger 
and the one next to it ; pains in left foot and anlde, with spasmodic 
contraction and drawing pains in the toes; excessive drawing, 
contracting, and crampy pams in the lower limbs, extending from 
the thighs to the toes — ^the pains seem to proceed from the bones 
as well as the mnsdes ; excessive crampy pains in the whole right 
foot ; during and after a walk, the symptoms are much aggravated ; 
it seems as if the limbs could not be made to m6ve another step; 
when the pains are felt above the knee, they are not felt below, and 
vice versa ; excesdve drawing and contracting pinns in the gastroo- 
nemius muscle of the left leg; the other pains in the limbs i3l abate 
while sitting ; this does not ; no position seems to relieve it ; drawing 
and aching pains, which seem to come from bones; heaviness and 
feeling of weight in the limbs ; coldness of the extremities, especi- 
ally the feet, often severe ; feet feel as if in cold water, aguish 
feeling, with pain in the legs ; pain in popliteal spaces; aching in tihe 
left rectus femoris muscle, and drawing in the right calf; transient 
crampy pain in the inner part of the thigh when walking: rheumatic 

{>ain m the right knee, and left side of the neck — ^the latter when 
ying down ; the former when walking ; while walking, a feeling 
in the knee joint as if the relation of the bones were derai^^ed, and 
did not fit, as in partial luxation ; pains in the left thigh and ^ee ; 
sudden catch or twist in the inside of the patella. Paralytic 
symptoms made themselves manifest throughout the entire muscu- 
lar system — first experienced in the knee, and then in the inferior 
tibial region, increased unto ftUing. Loss of voluntary motion in 
the lower extremities; fatigue of the lower limbs after slight 
exercise; soreness in the gastrocnemii muscles as if they had 
been beaten. The paralysis caused by Gelseminum is first mani- 
fested in the lower limbs, which become weak and then powerless, 
but with no loss of sensation, at least not untU the near approach of 
death. 

It seems to be homoeopathic to rheumatio (myalgic) pains in 
the legs, accompanied by crampy sensations and wealbiess of the 
knees. — (See case reported under heading "Throat,'^ 

Skin. — The Gelseminum produces a very marked eruption in 
most of the cases. It appears on the face most frequently, but 
sometimes also upon the back, and between the shoulders. It is 
papulous, very much the color of measles, which it closely resembles, 
but the papul» are more distant and distinct. Though very con- 
spicuous, they are attended with little or no sensation — the patient 
being unaware of any eruption until he happens to see himself. 
Persons have frequently been asked what was the matter, or if 
they had the measles, when they were not aware of the eruption. 
It generally appears the second or third day of the proving, and 
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continues one or two weeks more. An eruption of vesioo-pnstnlea 
— ^painless, but having no other analogy with measles — appeared, 
during proving, on the inside of the thighs. 

Intense but transient itching of small points on the face, at the 
edge of the hair, and on the scalp ; pimple, quite sore, having the 
areola embracing the diameter of a pea, red and inflamed (such an 
eruption not experienced at any other time). The pimples appeared 
on the forehead and neck, sore to the touch, and seemed like a sm^ 
cutaneous induration^ or minute furunculi. They finally disappeared 
without suppuration. During its use in yellow fever a constant 
erythema of the skin was noticed, and a redness of the tongue ; 
neither appearing during the administration of Yeratrum viride. 

CuNiOAL Remabks. — ^Its actiou on the skin is at once specific 
and peculiar taking into consideration its catarrhal symptoms, we 
may consider it indicated in measles, as well as some other painless 
non-suppurating eruptions. Its use in erysipelas and exantbematous 
fever, has already been alluded to. Dr. Coe writes : " We have 
found the tincture an excellent remedy for poisoning by the Rhus 
toxicodendron, and Rhus radicans. Dilute the tincture with from 
four to eight parts of water, and apply as directed for erysipelas, 
keeping the parts constantly moistened with it. If there be any 
febrile excitement present, administer the tincture internallv at the 
same time. * * * We have experienced the value of tnis rem- 
edy in our own person, and can recommend it as reliable. Other 
practitioners have used it with success. "^ * Many forms of skin 
diseases [tohcU f] may be benefited and cured by the internal and 
external application of the tincture." 

Sleep* — Very restless ; during the night was very restless with 
unpleasant dreams after midnight ; but little inclination to sleep ; 
when it does come on, dreams much of business, etc.; disposition 
to sleep ; a sort of stupor ; cannot keep the eyes open ; is obliged 
to lie down and sleep. Drowsiness and long sound sleep are very 
general symptoms. Drowsiness with dimness of vision ; kind of 
drunken stupor ; heaviness of the eyes as after night watching ; at 
first it seemed to cause drowsiness; ' afterwards aggravated the 
habitual sleeplessness; unusually sound morning sleep, with diffi- 
cult, weary waking (s^r taking twenty-five drops the day and even- 
ing previous) ; languor and drowsiness when trying to study; slept 
an hour in the afternoon, and on being roused felt unwilling at fii^ 
to move ; eyes transiently bloodshot. It cannot be considered a 
narcotic, ranking with opium. Still it has some narcotic traits, in 
common with Aconite, Chloroform, Alcohol, or Hyosoyamus. Un- 
less taken in large quantities, it rarely induces sleep by its cftr eo< 
effects, but it may give sleep by removing nervous erethism. It 
more resembles the so-called nervvies^ /Scutellaria^ Cypripediumy etc* 

We have the following opinions of writers of other schools : 
Professor Tully considered it a narcotic, and places it in a group 
with Spigelia. '^ It must be borne in mind that Gelseminum is nar- 
cotic. Some division of opinion exists as to whether the Gelsem- 
inum has a narcotic property. We should think that a very slight 
experience would be sufficient to decide this question. When the 
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patient is brought fully under its constitutional influence, the sjmp* 
toms are so marked that we cannot conceive how the remedy should 
be deemed otherwise. On attempting to move about, the patient 
appears as if intoxicated ; the muscles refuse to obey Uie mandates 
of the will, while the head is dizzy and the senses confused. In 
some respects the symptoms much resemble those produced by Stnu 
monium, and in like manner pass off as soon as tne remedy is dis- 
continued ; at other times the patient ap{>ears as if under the influ* 
ence of Alcohol, and evinces a decided disinclination to motion, and 
tendency to sleep, from which he awakes invigorated and refreshed." 
(Ihr. Coe,) ^' Whether it is a narcotic, is not yet satisfistctonly estab- 
lished." (Dr. King.) 

CuNicix Remarks, — In those comatose states caused by 
cerebral congestions, we shall find it a valuable remedy. I have 
called attention to its usefulness in the stupor attending the fevers 
of diildren. [Infantile remittents.] It will be equally useful in 
the stupor of typhus cerebralis, or any form of typhoid, when 
coma is a prominent symptom, and the other symptoms cor- 
respond. It may also be beneficial in the low delirium of typhoid 
fever. When used for the above, the low dilutions are advised. In 
that peculiar stupor, or drowsiness, felt by students and persons of 
sedentary habits, especially in hot weather, and not caused by 
hepatic torpor, this remedy in small doses, continued for many days, 
is as capable of affording relief as any drug I have ever used. 
When depending on hepatic derangements, it is removed by 
Podoph., Lept., or Nuz Vomica. In iMirium tremen^^ or morbid 
wakefulness of drunkards, large doses (five or ten drops) of the 
tincture repeated as ofben as necessary, will be found as useful as 
opium, in some cases, and more efficent in others. No remedy so 
happily controls the sleeplessness and agitation of teething children, 
students, persons laboring under mental excitement, or hysteric 
females. The first dilution will usually suffice. 

Case. — ^Reported by Dr. Lodge. A commercial traveler asked for 
advice under tiie following droumstances : — ^He said that he was en- 
gaged during the day taking orders, settling accounts, etc., nerves 
on the stretch idl the time ; that at night he would go to bed with a 
feeling of exhaustion, aqd great desire for sleep bat without obtain- 
ing any rest ; the transactions of the day would be turned over in 
his mind again and again — ^repose coveted but not gained. I gave 
him a drachm vial of tincture of Gelseminum, with directions to take 
three or four drops in water when retiring. The* prescription was 
successful A few months afterwards he reported tiiat it was only 
necessary to resort to the Gelseminum occasionally, but that 
when he did use it, it calmed ,his nervous system, produced slight 
prespiration and quiet refreshing sleep. In sleeplessness, from 
nervous irritation, it is invaluable. 

General Symptoms. — ^Weakness and trembling through the entire 
system ; listless and languid ; great lassitude ; feding of lightness 
in the body ; fear of f^ing ; easily &tigued ; general feeling of 
illness as in fever, so prostrated that he can neither move hand or 
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foot ; no power over any muscle ; strange^ indescribable feeling 
through the entire system. 

Clinical Remabks.— The only symptom in the above which *we 
need to notice in this place is the one in italics. It very frequently 
appears in persons suffermg from spincU exhaustion^ particularly 
when caused by ona(iism. This fact I have observed in several 
cases. A very few other remedies in our Materia Medica have this 
symptom. (Ambra-grisea.) 



GOSSIPIUM HERBACEUM. 

(^Oaton Pkmt.) 

The Cotton plant is a native of Afida, but is extensively cultivated 
in this country. 

No proving of the Cotton root has been made, and its medicinal 
effects are so uncertain and unreliable that it will be mentioned 
merely to call the attention of the profession to the agent, and 
stimulate some one to institute provings on the healthy, in order 
that we may have some reliable data for its use. 

Dr. Bouchelle, of New Orleans, I believe, was the first to call 
attention to its powers as a uterine motor-stimulant. He published 
his observations in Southern medical journals, and other physicians 
substantiated his statements. He says :— ''The inner bark of the cotton 
root has a special affinity for the sexual organs, modifying their 
functions in a remarkable manner ; it not only possesses oxytocic 
properties, invigorating" feeble contractions of the uterine fibreSi 
but it originates expulsive contraction at any period of gestation, 
and will induce immediate abortion when taken in the proper quan- 
tity, and without any detriment to the health of the female.'' He 
asserted that it is *' habitually resorted to by slaves in the South as 
an ecbolicy for the criminal purpose of inducing abortion, a fact which 
I have had named to me a number of times by Southern practi- 
tioners." Dr. B. infers, from its influence on women, that the use 
of it destroys the generative capacity, rendering the jjerson sterile, 
without impairing the health. Dr. King, in his Eclectic Obstetrics, 
quotes the above, and says : " Should this eventually prove to be 
the case, this agent will become a most important article of our 
Materia Medica, a boon to physicians, and likewise to females with 
deformed pelves." It is used in strong decoction^ — ^four ounces of 
fresh bark to one quart of water, boiled down to a pint-^dose, two 
fluid ounces every twenty-five or thirty minutes. He adds:— "A 
tincture of the bark in spirit of nitric ether, and administered in 
doses of from thirty to sixty drops, several times a day, has produced 
the most decided and prompt relief in Amenarrhoea owing to a 
torpid condition of the uterus, or a mere derangement of its funo- 
28 
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lions, not connected with disease of other parts. It has likewise 
proved efficacious in cases of recent dysmenorrhoea. I have sac- 
ceBsfully used it in a few cases of uterine hemorrhage, in conibina- 
tion. with ergot and dnnamon.'' How mercilessly would Hahne- 
mann have criticized this last statement I How can a sensible phy- 
sician write such a sentence? Which was Ae efficient agent? 
Which had any power over the hemorrhage ? Yet, of such loose 
statements is the ordinary Materia Medica of the oppodte schools 
made up I 

Drs. Jones and Scudder place the Cotton root among the Em- 
menagogues, but at the same time assert that it is *'not Abortiva 
or Parturient in the slightest degree " They say, "It may be emmen- 
agogue; at least, in some cases in our practice, the warm infusion, 
drank freely, with other auxiliary ,mea0ures, has reproduced the 
menstrual discharge. It is bard to determine, however, in such 
cases, how much to attribute to the agent, as any warm fluid, taken 
freely, with the use of the warm foot and hip bath, will sometimes 
be sufficient to reproduce the discharge." 

Ooe's statements are all loose, and are of no reliable character. 
He recommends it for all sorts of uterine diseases. (His employers, 
Keith & Co., manufacture the Gassipiny and wish it lauded in the 
highest terms.) I commenced experimenting with the Qossipium, 
al^ut eight years ago^ I have given it in small and large doses, to 
the healUiy and the diseased, and luive yet to see tHe first symptom 
of pathogenetic or curative action arise from its use, I have 
ordered it in strong decoction in Amenorrhoea, and also in the third 
diiqtionof the tincture ; I have prescribed the Oossipium in massive 
and minute doses, in dysmenorrhoea, uterine hemorrhage, etc., but 
never noticed the slightest effect ; nor have I ever seen anything 
which would lead me to suspect \t was an abprtlvant or parturient. 
Dn.Holcombe, of Kew Orleans, and other Southern physicians, 
inform me that they have no confidence in its alleged virtues. On 
the contrary, we have the testimony of many Eclectic and Homoe- 
opathic physicians, that the Cotton root is a remedy which really 
does exert an influence over the gjenerative organs of women, and 
has been found useful in uterine pams, cramps, hemorrhages, atony, 
ametnorrhoea, and as an efficient a^ent in difficult labor pains. 

"Mr. Shaw, of Tennessee, writing to the NashviUe Joumaly 
says : * I consider this root one of the very best emmenagogues of 
the materia medica, and I think it should be so classed. My reasons 
for considering it such, are grounded upon the different experi- 
ments which I have made with it, within the last twelve months. 
I sometimes use a decoction, and at others an infusion, but most 
generally a decoction, prepared thus: Cotton root, four ounces ; 
water, two pounds. Boil down to one pint. S.— A wine glass full 
every hour. This produces the most ssdutary effect in dysmenor- 
rhcea ; it acts as an anodyne in allaying the pain, and as an emmen- 
agogue in aiding or augmenting menstruation ; its action is very 
speedy ; after its exhibition, in this case, it produces an effect which, 
indeed, appears almost natursd, that is, almost without pain; the 
patient, after its exhibition, feels but little inconvenience from pain. 
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which soon subsides, and menstrnation is immediately augmented, 
without acceleration of the pulse or gastric uneasiness. There are 
few other emmenagogues that can claim this feature. 

'^*Its action in amenorrhoea t think superior to any other emmena- 
gogue belonging to the materia medica, though it would be pi'oper 
to pay some attention to the general health of the patient Derore 
exhi,bition. It is superior to anything that I have tried in the 
way of emmenagogues. I have had cases in which I first tried 
the usual emmenagogues, with but little effect, or success, when 
I would determine on trying the decoction of this root, which 
would far surpass my expectations, by acting with the most marked 
effect ; menstruation being produced on the following day after 
its exhibition. All of the symptoms disappeared on exhibition 
of this medicine. I believe this to be the best emmena^ogue that 
we can employ in mere snppressio mensium, where there is no other 
disturbance in the general health. 

"'With the usual emmenagogues, I was unable to prodnoe the 
catamenia on a young lady, which continued for about twenty- 
four hours, then suddenly became very sparce and painful; and 
in a few days after this period had passed, I employed the infti; 
sion of the cotton root as a m^ans of exciting this function, whidk 
it did on the following day, ^ plentiful discharge being produced^ 
which continued for five or six days. She has been rtepcula^ at 
every period since that time, and has enjoyed good health with 
the exception of a few simple attacks, which caused no derange- 
ment of the menstrual function. For about twelve months pr6^ 
vious to the exhibition of this niedicine, her health was very mucli 
impaired, but she commenced improving, and soon recovered her 
health. I could detail other cases similar, in which I have tried 
the decoction with the same effect, but I deem it unnecessary to 
mention its action in each individual case. 

*" As a parturient agent, I think it superior t6 ergot in one senrt 
of the word, and in another about its equal, its action being about 
as prompt as that of ergot, and attended with much less dangiar. 
I have tried both in parturition, and found the cotton root deooo: 
tion to act with fully as much efficacy as ergot. In some crises in 
which I have tried it, the pain was to some extent allayed, and 
labor promoted with as much speed as when ergot was administered. 
It appears to be perfectly hamuess, from the itct that its action is 
almost unattended with pain. It causes neither gastric distresf^ or 
acceleration of the pulse— if it dQe8,-it is. not perceptible — ^both of 
which are occasioned by ergot to some extent. 

" ' I have witnesded its action in retained placenta with good efi^ect, 
which was an expulsion of the mass in about twenty minutes after 
the exhibition of the first dose. It may be proper to say, that I 
gave two doses before the placenta was thrown off. I believe it to 
be safer as a parturient agent, or an emmenagogue, or at least as 
safe, as any other article of the materia medica. 

" 'It should have a fair and impartial trial by the profession gen- 
erally, because it will prove itself worthy of the time and iaoor 
spent in its investigation. It is handy to all, and free of expense. 
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A few trials by the profession will confirm the truth of this short 
essay. Give it a trial, and it will prove itself in some cases of amen- 
orrhoea, dysmenorrhoea, or probably in some lingering case of 
labor, which may require the assistance of medicme, to produce 
contraction of the uterus for the expulsion of the child. I think it 
worthy of the attention of the prorcssion, in the above cases. 

" * Tincture of Cotton Boot as a Tonic, — ^There is a condition of 
the system in which this tincture acts as a valuable restorative. 
These cases are ol a leuoco-phlegmatic temperament of both sexes, 
but it is to the female sex that I wish to draw the attention of 
the reader. Where there is general bad health, accompanied with 
tardy menstruation, I have used it with the happiest effect ; in a 
few cases of emansio mensium^ caused by ansemia, where the 

Eatient was troubled with pains m the loins and giddiness of the 
ead, with a derangement of the digestive organs, such as anorexia, 
accompanied with an uneasy, depressed feeling at the scrobiculus 
cordis, every month, which was promptly relieved by the tincture, 
liut not with the effect of produomg the inenstruid flux, which was 
aflerwards produced by the decoction, I find it necessary to continue 
tibie tincture from two to four weeks. The strength of the tincture 
that I have been in the habit of using, is prepared thus:— Bark of 
the root (dry), eight ounces; diluted alcoliol, two pounds; digest 
fourteen days, then filter and give it in one drachm doses, three or 
four times a day. The tincture which I used was prepared by 
myself; and as I have seen no account of its use, I daim the first 

{reparation of it, as well as the first experiment with it. My 
rother. Dr. H. J. Shaw, has since tried it, with the same good 
effect ; in &ct, his experience coincides with mine throughout.' 

"'The cotton seed has acquired considerable reputation as an 
ismti-periodic in cases of intemuttent fever, the use of which origi- 
nated with a planter in South Carolina, who says :— 'I have never 
failed to cure a patient, with a single dose of it, even where large 
doses of quinine have faUed.' 

*' ' It is, however, in the peculiar active properties, of the . rooty that 
the profession will be chiefly interested. The, oftentimes, great 
danger in administering ergot, prevents its use, even when its 
i^ecific effects seem to oe called for. If these specific effects can 
be obtained by the use of the cotton root, and this too, without 
the liability of injury to the general system (and these have been 
attributed to it), the profession would do well to give it a 
thorough and extensive trial.'* — (TUden^s JcmmaX). 

I here leave the consideration of this plant for the investigation 
of my colleagues. 
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HAMAMELIS YIROINICA. 

{WUck JBdzei.) 

This is an indigenous shruby sometimes called Winter-Uoonij 
Snapptng-hazUnt/ity Spotted Alder^ etc. It consists of several 
crooked, branching trun]eB, from the same root, from two to six 
inches in diameter, ten of twelve feet in height, and covered with a 
sn^ootb, grajf and i^ott^hfLrk. It is a much larger shrub than the 
edible hazle-nnt, whieh hm a straight trunk, not spotted, but 
brotemsh. The Hamsmelia vir.j grows in almost all sections of the 
United States, especially m damp woods, flowering from September 
to Kovcmber, when the leave b are falling, and maturing the seeds 
the next Bummer, The bkVk and leaves are the parts used in medi- 
cine ] they have a pleasant, aroHiatic odor, and a bitter, astringent 
taste, leaving a sense, of |}lmgency and sweetness in the mouth. 
Water extracts their virtiies* The shoots are used as "divining 
rods'' to discover water and metals under ground, by certain adepts 
in the occult arte. They haveb^en UBed, also, by certain superstitious 
quacks, for the core of old nleeri, etc., by rubbing them on the 
diseased surface. Strange as it may seem, cures are alleged to have 
been made in this manner. There has always been a large amount 
of superstition connected with this shrub. The popular preparation 
known as " Pond's Extract of Hamamelis," is made from the leaves 
and twigs, by a process of distillation. It is used by all the schools 
of medicine as an cmodj/ne application. It cannot be expected, 
however, that it will relieve or benefit all the diseases mentioned on 
the extensive labels of the manufacturer, and the physician who 
pins his faith thereupon will be disappointed. This remedy, like all 
others, has its limited sphere of us^tdness. 

General Application. — ^Allopathic authors deem it hardly worthy 
of mention. Wood barely notices it in his Dispensatory, as a mild 
astringent, and discutient. Eclectics make more mention. Elng 
says it is tonic, astringent, and sedative ; useful in haemoptysis, 
hsematemesis, and other hsemorrhages ; also diarrhoea, dysentery, 
and excessive mucus discharges:— "It has been employed with 
advantage in incipient phthisis, in which it is supposed to unite 
anodyne influences with its others; used as an application to painful 
tumors, and external inflammations ; also, as a wash for sore mouth ; 
an injection in bowel complaints, prohmsus ani and uteri, leucor- 
rhoea, gleet, piles, and ophthalmia.'* These authors say that the 
decoction may be taken internally, in any quantity, and applied ex- 
ternally of any strength. No fears are entertained that it will 
prove injurious. The Hamamelis has been used in homoeopathic 
practice for twelve or fifteen years. Several physicians claim the 
honor of introducing it to the profession, among whom are Hering, 
Okie, and Preston. I believe Dr. Okie was the first to write con- 
cerning the medicine, although he says Dr. Hering was the first to 
call his attention to the remedy. Dr. Hering, it seems, became 
acquainted with its virtues while attending Mr. Pond, the proprie- 
tor of the Extract, who informed him what it was. Dr. Okie says ; 
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" Hering proceeded at once, by scientific trialB, to discover for him- 
self whether the remedy did, or did not, possess any or all of the 
virtues attributed to it by its proprietor.'* Hering informed Dr. 
Gushing that he had used Pond's Extract in ^^ chronic effects from 
mechanical injuries,'' painful and bleeding hsemorrhoids, and 
*^ severe pleuritic stitches supervening on tuberculous phthisis.'' He 
considers it a ^^ union of Aconite and Arnica.'* It is a little strange 
that no regular proving has been made. If Dr. Hering has made 
any proving the profession has never seen it. Dn Preston made a 
fragmentary proving, which was published in the Philad. Jour, of 
Hom., vol. 1., page 460. We shall have to make use of that, and 
the pathogenetic and clinical notes scattered through the various 
journals. 

Tascolar System — Arterial System. — Hamamelis does not seem 
to affect the heart and arteries direcUy. It does not appear to con- 
trol arterial inflammation, or congestion, or haemorrhage; but, 
according to all observers, its sphere of action is especially upon the 
Venous System. Of the few pathogenetic symptoms we have, 
not many point unmistakably to an aflkction of this system. But 
we have abundant clinical experiencie to prove thslt this remedy is 
one of the most prominent we possess foi* inflammatioa of veins, 
venous congestion, haBmorrhage, etc. In Dr. R'eston's proving will 
be found the pathogenetic symptoms in full, such as " crowding 
fulness of blooa in the head and neck; sense of suffocation, etc.; 
also " uterine haBmorrhage,'' " Gpistaxis.** 

Clinical Re^cabks. — ^As early as 1861, Dr. Preston writes : 
^' It has been used by many physicians in Rhode Island, in cases of 
venous congestion, and haemorrhage, with great success.'' "JS& uso 
in morhis^^ I have made many trials of the efficacy of Hamamelis. 
Have given it successfully in a number of cases of Epistaxis, some 
of which were of an alarming character, and the cure has been 

Erompt and effectual. One case of active uterine haemorrhage, caused 
y a fall, was promptly relieved by it, but its particular sphere 
seems to be in passive haemorrhages and venous congestions. I 
have cured manj cases of pasave uterine haemorrhages with it, and 
have given it with success in a few cases of pulmbnd.ry haemorrhage. 
But the crowning point of its virtue rests in its' peculiar, prompt 
action in cases of phlegmasia alba dolens, and in varicose veins. In 
old cases of varicosis I have never seen its equal, and have cured 
many cases of varicose veins of the leg and foot, which have resisted 
all other treatment for yeiars." Dr. Preston stateis that Dr. Henry, 
then of Selma, Alabama, was the first to recdmmend the Hamam- 
elis to our use, and thinkis he might Airnish us with valuable thera- 
peutic and pathogenetic information, but I have not been able to 
find anything from his pen on the subject. Dr. Okie estimates the 
Hamamelis highly, in phlegmasia alba dolens, varicose ulcers, and 
varicoses. He has used it successfully in haemoptysis, epistaxis 
purpuray bleeding and painfiil piles, etc. (Phila. Jour, of Hom., vol. 
1, p. 536). 

Dr. Belcher reports the following cases, which I have some- 
what abridged;— 
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Case 1««.— Vomiting and purging of blood (see ^^ Inteatinal^^), 

Case 2nd. — Aboj, a^jad fourteen, growing i^pidly, with a good 
appetite, has had Epistaxi's at iiregular intervals of from four to 
twenty-four hours, by which he has become pale and much enfeebled. 
Ham. 3rd, one-eighth of a, drop twice a day was given, and smce the 
first dose to the present time, three months, he has had no return. 

Case Zrd. — Melcma (see ^^ Intestinal'^'*). 

Case ith.—A GS^e oi .Yarioloid. At a certain stage of the 
disease there came on Epistaxis^ which lasted about an hour, ceased, 
and returned ip a few hours, and continued. '* The blood was dark, 
discharging freely in drops; the pulse rapid; breathing hurried; lips 
and mouth dry ; the &ce and body were covered (besides the papu- 
lae, which seemed to me not to have progressed, but to have 
shrunken) with a dusky red erythema, with purpural spots, varying 
from the size of a pin-rhead to th^t of a three-cent piece, here and 
there — ^but over the abdomen, which 1 more particularly examined, 
occupying one-third of the surface. The vessels of the conjunctiva 
were so congested, as ^t first sight to appear like chemosis. Gave 
Hdmamelisy three drops pf the first dilution in a tumbler of water, 
of which a tabIe-spooni(til was given every fifteen minutes. In 
twenty minates t)ie Hemorrhage had ceased entirely, and returned 
no more. The medicine was t)ien continued every hour. The next 
day he had one ejection of ^ dark, blopdy character, but the 
purpura had not increased, smd he had slept some. Gave Rhus. 2, 
and Ham. 2, alternately every hour. In two days he was out of 
danger, and convalesced rapidly — (N. A. Jour. vol. 3, page 468.) 
Dr.lBelcher states that " hemorrhage wil^h asthenia or anaemia, or 
from asthenic tendency, is of itself an indication for the use of Ham- 
amelis." He considers sulpnurio acid an analogue of Hamamelis, 
but its action is not' so prompt. Further notice of its action in 
venous diseases will be mentioned under other heads. 

Head.— A crowding fulness of blood in the head and neck. 
The epistaxis was acconipanied with a feeling of tightness of the 
bridge of the nose, and considerable crowding pressure in the fore- 
head, between the eyes, with a benumbed sensation over the whole 
OS frontis. — (Preston.) A paivful fulness of the brain, especisJly at 
the top, with a desu*e to' hear lofty, sublime conversation, attended 
with perfect indisposition to talk, myself; feeling as if a bolt was 
passed from temple to temple through the head, and tightly 
screwed, accompanied by a. feeling as i£ she ought to be reverenced 
by all around her.-r(J5Mrre«.) 

Clinical Remab?s.— The above symptoms would seem. to 
indicate a condition of passive congestion, or venous stagnation, 
resulting in hemorrhage fropi the overloaded vessels. In Jimdache^ 
arising from congestion, and resulting in epistaxis, this may prove 
an excellent remedy.. Many cases are only relieved by bleeding 
from the nose. The Hajoiamelis acts by removing the caitse, and in 
this manner arrests the bleeding, if present, and removes the con- 
dition upon which it depends. We have but little clinical testimony 
as to its value in Cephalalgia, It will probably never be found as 
useful as Belladonna, Aconite, or Geiseminuoi: 
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lose. — J^pistaxiSy with a feeling of tightness of the bridge of 
the nose, and considerable crowdine pressure in the forehead 
between the eyes. (This was caused by one drop of the 3d, in Dr. 
Preston, who never before had bleeding from the nose.) Ptofuae 
j^pistaxis (ten hoars after taking one drop of the 3d^. 

Cmkicai. Rbmabks. — ^We have fonnd in the various Jonmals, 
over one hundred cases of epistaxis, some of them of an alarming 
character, which were promptly arrested by the use of Hamamelis 
in some form. A few of these cases have been given under the 
head of " Venous System,*' and others, of a notable character, are 
given briefly below. Dr. Belcher cured a severe case in a boy 
a^ed fourteen, with Hamamelis dd, one-eighth of a drop. The 
bleeding had not returned several months af^r. Dr. Preston in an 
article on venous hemorrhages writes :—•* Epistaxis, or bleeding 
from the nose, forms the most common hemorrhage of childhood, 
and in a great proportion of cases is simple and perfectly harmless. 
When it is dependent upon active congestion it is usually arterial, 
and proves its own remedy; when it is the result of mechanical 
congestion, or forms one of the developments of the hemorrhagic 
diathesis, it is passive and probably venous." Dr. P. gives an 
interesting case, illustrating its treatment with Hamamelis. 

"An old gentleman, hemiplegic, who had been subject to 
occasional attacks of hsemorrhage from the nose, often profuse and 
very debilitating, and on several occasions requiring Mr. Aber- 
nethy's operation of plug^g the nostrils, before it could be 
stopped. He had now been afflicted at intervals of several days 
with slight oozing of very dark blood from the schneiderian mem- 
brane, particularly three times a day and shortlv after meals, corres- 
ponding to the rhythmical exacerbation of tne pulse ; after the 
afternoon meal the bleeding was very profuse. He was able to 
walk about, but complained of feeling very weak and fkint, with 
occasional vertigo or confusion of ideas ; his countenance was pale, 
and his pulse decidedly hemorrhagic. I ordered him home, and to 
keep perfectly quiet ; to use a strong nourishing diet, with wine at 
each meal, and gave him China and Hamamelis 3rd, in alternation 
every two hours. I was sent for to his house in the afternoon and 
evening, and the bleeding had been almost constant, but, slowly 
oozing from his nose since he got home ; by evening he was too 
weak and faint to set up, but lav in bed with his head raised ; gave 
China and Hamamelis 1st. The hemorrhage increased however, 
all the next day, when small pieces of Unen were wet with 
Hamamelis tincture, rolled up in the shape of a ftinnel, and pushed 
as far into the nostrils as possible. The next morning the bleeding 
had been very slight, exhaustion much less, and all other symtoms 
improving. In three days he was able to go about his business." 
Dr. Burnet, of N". O., reports " a lady of plethoric habits, had 
epistaxis twenty-four hours, which all ordinary means had failed 
to relieve. At a previous attack she came near bleeding to death ; 
I gave her Hamamelis 3rd, and a wash of diluted tincture for her 
nose. The hemorrhage was arrested in a tew moments, but 
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returned, by coughing, the next day. It was again arrested by 
the same means, and did not return.'* 

Moatli. — Dryness of the mouth; burnt sensation on the tongue. 

Clinical Remarks. — I have used the Hamamelis satisfectorily 
in bleeding from the buccal cavity, bleeding and spongv gums, and 
hasmorrhage from the cavity after extraction of a tooth. In cases 
oi'bums of the tongue and lips, from hot drinks, a weak solution 
of this medicine held in the mouth gives prompt relief. 

Eyes.— It has proved curative m pamful inflammation of the 
eyes; excessive congestion of the conjunctiva and bruises of the 
orbits. It is useful in extravasations under the conjunctiva, and 
painless sugillations on the eyeball. During pertussis the eyeball 
sometimes becomes congested, and the nunute vessels are ruptured. 
A wash of Hamamelis quickly dissipates the extravasations. 

Throat. — ^Dry, thirsty feeling of the throat, which water would 
not relieve, lasting full twenty-four hours. — {JBurritt.) Fulnesa in 
the neck ; have to sleep with the neck free of any covering. 

Clinical Remarks.— There is a condition of the fauces, and 
throat, which might not inaptly be designated as varicosisy the 
posterior fauces, uvula, and pharynx are of a blueish hue, caused by 
distended veins which ramify on the surface; this causes a fulness, 
with cough, and pain in swallowing, and sometimes hawking of 
dark colored blood, mixed -w^th mucous. In one case of this 
character the internal and topical use of Hamamelis proved 
curative. 

Btomacli and BowelA'-ScBmatemeiiSj ConatipationiMjemorrhoids. 

Clinical Remarks. — The primarv effect of Hamamelis in 
material doses, is to diminish the secretions of the mucous surfaces 
of the intestinal tract ; a form of constipation is the result. In noue 
of the fragmentary provings which we pospess is there any symp- 
tom relating to congestion, or haemorrhage from the stomach ai^d 
bowels, but our clinical experience is rich in cases of such ha9mor- 
rhage. Dr. Burnett mAm,JBbm.IiemeWy vol. 1, page 612, reports : 
"a lady who had been expected tp die for several days, from 
hsematemesis. I had none of the Hamamelis by me, and ordered a 
decoction of the bark — a teaspoonful every three hour^. It cured 
the patient immediately.'' Writing of heemorrhage from the boweb, 
or melaena. Dr. Preston says: "I have given Hamamelis with- 
success in arresting haBmorrhage, when I knew the bleeding pro- 
ceeded from carcmomatous ulceration, as well as where it arose» 
from simple mechanical congestion of the portal circulation. To 
show that others have had like success with the same remedy, I 
relate a case of metena, probably of the latter kind, reported to me 
by my brother-in-law, Dr. George S. Green, of Hartford, Ct. 

July, 1855, Mr. M , aged twenty, light hair, dark eyes, spare 

figure, etc., came home from his business with a violent headachy 
and took a dose of Calomel at night, followed by one of Castor OU 
in the morning; this he did on his own responsibility, and the 
consequence was a severe diarrhoea, for which Dr. Schae was 
called upon to prescribe. Db. S, attended him ten days, and 
reports his discharges to have been very profuse and watery, a^ 
29 
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often as every half hour, accompanied with more or less fever, but 
DO pain. After ten days the Dr. left him convalescent, but onite 
weak, and, intending to leave for his home in Massachusetts. Two 
days after, quite early in the morning, he had a very large discharge 
of dark clotted blood, and within an hour, two more . discharges, 
the three filling a large-sized chamber pot; very offensive but 
attended by no pain. At this time I first saw him, in consultation 
with Dr. S. I examined the discharges; found the patient pale and 
much exhausted, aware of danger but not frightened; pulse 120-130, 
weak, intermitting, hsemorrhagic ; no tenderness on pressure in any 
part of the abdomen ; no enlargement of liver or spleen that could 
he felt ; no pain, nothing but great weakness, and occasional faintness. 
A week previous to this haemorrhage he had two discharges from 
the bowds, that were liquid, and brick colored, with a greasy scum ; 
his appetite had been unusually good, but his countenance pallid 
and sunken. On the seventh day after this attack, when I was 
called, he had another discharge from the bowels, of dark, grumous, 
offensive smelling blood, which continued to pass away from him 
mth a gurgling noise, until three large sheets were saturated. On 
the next day he passed about a tea-cupfiil of bright red blood, and 
the heBmorrhage ceased. He was sick in the house eight weeks ; 
his hair fell o% and he was somewhat anasarcous in the lower 
extremities, but from the first, had no pain, and, after the haemor- 
rhage, no fever ; his recovery, perfect. The only remedies used 
were stimulation, China, and Hamamelis virginica. This case 
was unquestionably one of mechanical congestion of the portal 
circulation, and the haemorrhage was probably caused by the action 
of the powerful cathartics taken in the commencement. It is 
imnecessary for me to say, that in my opinion, both the dian*hoea 
and haemorrhage might have been avoided by judicious treatment 
in the beginning, because the congestion might have been removed 
Avithout such violent result ; but the symptoms having been caused, 
the treatment certainly proved successful." We might relate 
several other cases of melaena, as well as of haematemesis, depend- 
ant upon other causes besides mechanical congestion, in Itll of 
which Hammamelis was of great service in arresting and preventing 
haemorrhage, which otherwise would probably have proved fiital. 
George E. Belcher, M. D., of New York, reports the two following 
cases: Case 1., James (a porter), aged about thirty, a well-built, mus- 
cular Irishman, after complaining about three days (as near as I 
could ascertain) of fullness, and grumbling, aching pains in the 
abdomen, and irregular febrile flushes, was attacked with vomiting, 
and purging of blood, which gradually increased. In the morning 
of the day the haemorrhage begati, his employer sent him Nux v. 3, 
and Aeon. 3 ; to be taken alternately ; but, as by evening there was no 
improvement, I was sent for, and gave Ijpec, 1, and Merc. sol. 2, 
alternately, every hour. Early on the following morning I received 
information that the haemorrhage continued, and that he was faint, 
cold, and sweating profusely. I found him so, indeed, with a weak, 
rapid pulse, restless, and complaining of the ftillness and grumbling 
in the abdomen; but, owing to the imperfect domestic arraHgements, 
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I could not ascertain how much blood had been vomited or purged. 
I gave Hamamelia^ two drops of the tincture dissolved in half a 
tumbler of water, of which a dessert-spoonful was given every 
fifteen or ^wenty minutes, until improvement took place. This was 
very apparent, when I called two hours afterwards ; a reaction was 
moderately but firmly established, and the patient fdt better. He 
had vomited once only, and but 4 small quantity of blood ; and the 
melsBna from this time diminished, so that it disappeared, nearly, if 
not entirely, in two or three days. I substituted dkin, and Merc, for 
the Ham, in about twenty-four hours after improvement had begun, 
and continued them, on account of the apparent hepatic congestion, 
to convalescence. 

Case 2. W, A, B. A maa aged about forty, temperate, of a 
8pai*e habit, after complaining two or three days of fiilness througli 
the hypochondria, was attacked with diarrhcea, on account of 
which he called at my office, and for which I gave him Ar9, 3. The 
next day, not being relieved, I was sent ror; found him feeble, 
with blank, dingy-reddish countenance ; thirst ; frequent pulse ; and 
having a loose evacuation about every three or four hours, which he 
described as offensive, and of the color of dark rosewood. Not 
seeing it, I concluded that it must be melaena, and gave Ham,, and 
^eon.; a solution of two or three drops of each in tumblers of 
water, of table spoonful doses, were directed to be given alternately 
every two hours, until better. . The next day I found him feeling 
decidedly improved, having had but one small discharge since. 
From this time he rapidly convalesced. 

Dr. ;L. Pratt communicated to the Chicago Hom. Medical 
Societfy, 1869, the following case of InteatiimL hemiyrrhage. A 
young man whose health had been injured by ague and quinine, 
was attacked, during the course of a typhoid fever, with copious 
bleeding from the bowels. The blood passed by the rectum 
amounted to at least two quarts before I saw him. He had stools 
of blood about once in fifteen minutes ; it was of a dark grumous 
nature. Four drops of the mother-tincture of Hamamdis, in a 
tumbler of water, a desert'spoonftil to be taken every ten minutes 
until the discharges were. arrested, for an hour — omit for an hour — 
then to take one dose more. Afterwards omit until a relapse 
occurred. The next day ascertained that the bleeding had twice 
returned, but was at onc^ arrested by a single drop each timb. 
The patient recovered under the use of Arsenicum and China. In 
this case the bleeding probably originated in ulceration of some 
portion of the intestines ; was of a passive character, and perhaps 
venous. It would seem from the above cases, that Hamamelis ia 
curative in several forms of hemorrhage from the bowels. 

(1) That caused by portal congestion. 

(2) From a ruptured vessel. 

(3) From ulceration of the bowels. 

(4) From a hemorrhoidal vein. 

In Dysentery^ the Hamamelis is indicated when the amount of 
blood in the stools, is unusual in quantity, and amounts to an actual 
hemorrhage. The blood in such cases is generally dark, in small 
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clots or patches, scattered throngb the mnctis. Dr. Dunn, of 111., 
(IlL State Horn. Ass., 1858) said he "had not found Mercnrius so 
effectual in the treatment of dysentery, during the past summer, as 
it had formerly been ; but he had been highly successful with Ham- 
amelis, in cases of dysentery, in which the alvine evacuations were 
lafgely loaded with blood." 

In the so-called hcemorrhotdal dysentery, this remedy is almost 
specific, alone, although it may sometimes have to be aHemated 
with Aloes or Podoph. In my practice benefit has accrued both 
from the internal and topical application. A few drops of the 
tibcture or lower dilutionfl, every hour or two, internally; and an 
enema of one drachm of tincture Hamamelis to four ounces of cold 
water, or starch water. The decoction of the bark (one oz. to one 
qt. water) is even better than the above preparation for an enema, 
both in dysentery and bleeding hemorrhoids. 

In Diarrhcea^ the Hamamdis is said to have been found useful, 
btit the hidications for its use are not ascertained. It will require 
more extended provings and clinical experiments, to establish its 
applicability to diarrhoea. I would suggest that it may be useful 
in mucus and serous discharges. It is in SemorrhoidSy that the 
HUmamelis has achieved some of its greatest victories. It seems to 
have extraordinary potver over this disease, not only as externally 
manifested in the form of hemorrhoidal tumors, but against the 
primary cause, which is often located in the portal system. It has 
been used in the afifection from the earhest history of the country. 
The aborigines first imparted a knowledge of its curative virtues 
to the first settlers. It is mentioned as a remedy for pilesw used 
extemaUy^ in the works of the early ^ Botanio^^ physicians. 
When Pond first sold his Extract, it was recommended particu- 
lar^ for this complaint. Dr. Hering was Pond's family physician, 
and was induced by him to try its efiScacy in some diseases. In 
1850 Dr. Hering informed Dr. Cushman, a pupil of Dr. Okie, that 
he had used it successfully in "painful and bleeding hemorrhoids.'' 
Dr. Okie was then induced to test its virtues, and in a letter to 
Hering, published in 1853, he says: "I next made use of the 
Hamamelis in a number of cases of painful and bleeding i^\[q%. 
Those cases in which it has proved most beneficial in my hands, are 
characterized bv burning, soreness, iulness, and, at times, rawness of 
the anus ; in the back a weakness or Weariness, or as the patients 
graphically exlpress it, ' Doctor, my back feels as if it would break 
off.' The hemorrhage is geiierally profuse, and I have in several 
instances seen this latter symptom cured completely, with shrink- 
ing of the over-loaded hetnorriloidal vessels^ so that the full, pout- 
ing look of the ahils was changed to its own more natural and 
demure pucker, while the bimiing and itching, depending more 
upon cutaneous irritability, or some herpetic taint, still remiained. 
I have here likewise made a wash of the remedy, applying it exter- 
nally while giving it internally in the more dilute form. Mr. T., a 
highly respectable agriculturalist,^ somewhere in the fifties, had 
been troubled with painful afid bleeding piles for a number of 
years. On examination I found thB anus swrounded with a crop 
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of tnmid hemorrhoidal veins, blidsh in color, and the whole anii£^ 
encircled by a red erythemic halo. I found he suffered with ' back- 
ache,' has a ' pasty mouth,' digestion tolerable, was not muoh oon- 
stipated, I gave Hamamelis first dilution six drops night and 
morning. I applied a lotion, one-third of the remedy, two-thirds 
distilled water. In a fortnight he called again and! found him 
much relieved. I repeated the prescription, to be taken once a day. 
Since which time he has remained well." 

Dr. Davidson^ (Monthly Horn, JReview^ London,) reports a case 
of "burning, painful hemorrhoids," in a lady, who had been 
subject to attacks of piles for the last ten years. Her symp- 
toms were "great suffering from weight, and pressure, at the 
anus; hemorrhoids protruding; great exhaustion from frequent 
hemorrhage from the rectum ; bowels constipated ; severe frontal 
headache; restless nights; mouth parched and dry on awaking. 
Hamamelis 0, ten drops in six ounces of water ; one table spoon- 
ful three times a day. The third day after, the hemorrhoidal 
symptoms were much relieved, but she complained of severe pains 
in the back. Continued the medicine. Five days after, the hem- 
orrhoids were painful and protruding. A tiew symptom had also 
developed itself. My patient wished me to examine her arms, as 
during the past two days she had suffered severely from a peculiar 
pricking pain^ from the nDtist to the shoitiderj tohioh pain w 
increased on pressitre. On examining the arms, I found that the 
patient indicated the direction of the pain along the course of the 
superficial veins. Ordered 8acch, Icbctia to be continued the next 
three days, when the pricking pain had quite left her arms ; but the 
hemorrhoids were still troublesome. Hamamelis 6 — ^thirty drops 
in six ounces of water, to be used as a lotion. A pledget of lint, 
saturated with this, to be applied to the protruding hemorrhoids 
every night. Six days after she reported herself well. Six 
months after, the same patient applied again. She was suffering 
from protruding hemorrhoids, aocompanied by severe infianimation. 
she also had catarrhal symptoms, and was very desponding. Ham- 
amelis 6 was given as above, and the lotion used as before. I%e 
took only ^yti doses, because,—*^ after the fourth dose she became 
very much alarmed by a pricking pain in the region of the heart. 
The hemorrhoids, however, were much relieved. Ordered 8i»ce. 
Lact. Two days after, the pricking pain "about the heart** was 
still very severe ; it was also now felt in the courses of the super- 
ficial veins of both arms. These pricking pains continued for a 
period of ten days, increasing in intensity during that time. At 
length I prescribed Aniioa 12, three times a day. Two weeks 
after the patient states that she feels better than she has done for 
years; and the piles, to use her own expression, * have been com- 
pletely vanquished. I must not forget to record, that while under 
treatment, this patient had been relieved, by the Hamamelis, of a 
peculiar tightness of the chest, from which she had suffered from 
childhood." This case presents some interesting peculiarities, 
namely : the apparent pathogenetic symptoms caused by the Ham- 
amelis, simulating inflanmiation of the veins, and even the heart. 
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The qaestion might arise, would not the same pains, etc., have 
arisen daring the course of an attack of inflammation of the hem- 
orrhoidal veins, had the Hamamelis not been administered ? How- 
ever, Hahnemann would undoubtedly have placed these symptoms 
in the pathogenesis of Hamamelis, and we may do the same ; stilU 
we could wish that further experiments would substantiate the 
reliability of these symptoms as purely belonging to the drug, in 
which case they would be very important as indicating, unmistiak- 
ably, its sphere of action. 

VriBary Org^ans. — Scanty, high-colored urine. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^The Hamamelis has been found useful in 
hcematuria. Several cases presenting the symptom — ^bloody urine- 
have been reported, cured by this remedy. 

" In Haematuria " — writes Dr. Preston — " China and Hamamelis 
are the principal remedies, unless there be ulceration of the prostate, 
or neck of the bladder, when these should be alternated with As- 
terias-rubens. In all hemorrhages dependent upon Scirrous^ or 
oarcinomatus ulceration, we have used Hamamelis to control the- 
hemorrhage, and Asterias rnbens to arrest the ulcerative process, 
and we have had more than ordinary success with these remedies 
in a number of cases. In itrethrcU and rencU hemorrhages, China, 
Cantharis, Mezereum, and Terebinth, are recommended, but we have 
had cases of congestion of the tubuli uriniferi, following Scarlatina, 
and attended with discharges of black blood from the kidnevs, when 
neither of them, nor Dig. Hamamelis, Zinc, and a host of others, 
had any good effect, that were cured in two or three daiys by the 
use of Gallic acid, in three grain doses three times a day." 

Dr. Belcher reports the following case, which perhaps can be 
classed among renal efiections: ^'A lady, who, while pregnant, 
had albuminaria and general anasarca, with occasional vaginal dis- 
charges of blood. She was prematurely confined, when about six 
and a half months advanced, and then had adherent placenta, which, 
until detached, caused her to flood so profusely as to be iAvat and 
fainting for four or five hours. About twelve or fourteen days af- 
terwards she was attacked with dysentery, which lasted four or 
five days ; about ten or twelve days after this, with the ague and 
fever ; after this, flooding again, which last attack was controlled 
without difficulty by the Hamamelis second, repeated every three 
or four hours." 

Organs of CN^neration of Women, — Hemorrhage from the uterus, 
of bright and fresh blood, not coagulable, about midway between 
the menstrual periods, (from one ^op of the third — (Dr. Preston). 
Active uterine hemorrhage in a young lady. (See Preston's 
fragmentary provings.) 

Clinical Remarks. — ^Dr. Preston, who reports the pathogenetic 
symptoms referred to above, remarks that in the first case, that " a 
kucorrhoea which the lady had been troubled with for years, ceased 
as soon as she began taking the Hamamelis, and nas not again ap- 
peared." It is a common and popular domestic remedy, in form of 
a decoction, used as a vaginal enema, and generally with con- 
siderable success. Eclectic writers recommend it in leucprrhcsa 
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with relaxation of the vaginal walls, but consider its action that of 
an ^'astringent." True, the Hamamelis contains tannin m quite an 
appreciable quantity, but even tannin is homoeopathic — secondarily— 
to some forms of leucorrhcea. Hamamelis^ used internally and 
topically, is one of the most useful medicines in those varieties of 
leucorrhoea which similate a hemorrhage, and constitute a drain on 
the system as severe as a bleeding. In most' cases, however, it 
should be alternated with Pulsatilla, Sepia, Helonias or Seuecio 
gracilis. 

Dr. Okie, in his letter to Dr. Hering, says he found it useful in 
Ovarian Disease : " My first use of the remedy was in the ease of 
a colored girl, twenty-two years of age, of plethoric habit, who at 
the age of eighteen, had received a violent blow over the left 
ovarian region, and since that time had suffered with violent pains, 
at times concentrating themselves in the seat of the original injury, 
and again producing a diffused and agonizing soreness over the whole 
abdomen ; the touch aggravated these suffsrings intensely ; the left 
ovarian region was swollen, flat on percussion ; the menses were 
irregular, very painful, with exacerbation of all the sufferings at the 
catamenial epoch. Examination per vaginum, disclosed exquisite 
tenderness of the canal, a swollen and tumid os uteri, which was 
likewise extremely sensitive ; passing the finger by the side of the 
neck of the womb, and pressmg upward toward the left ovarian 
region, likewise caused extreme suffering. This patient was 
frequently afflicted with retention of urine, and I had been obliged 
to use the catheter for several days together. I made use of the 
Hamamelis in this case, both internally and externally. I made use 
of Pond's extract. After using it she was much relieved ; could 
bear pressure upon the swollen part (the swelling having notably 
diminished) ; the diffused soreness was less marked. She bore the 
vaginal examination with more ease. A gradual return to health 
set in, from the time the Hamamelis was commenced." Dr. R. Lud- 
lam informs us that he has found this medicine a most important 
remedy, internally and locally, in all ovarian diseases, accompanied 
with swelling and tenderness of those organs. He advises compresses, 
wet in the dilute tincture, constantly applied to the sensitive locality. 
It was found very useful by Dr. Burnett, in varices during preg- 
nancy. — "A woman in the fourth month of pregnancy with her 
seventh child. She was compelled to labor for her livelihood ; suf- 
fered almost always with varicose veins ; at this time she was very 
lame ; suffered much pain and could scarcely move about. I gave 
twelve globules of Hamamelis third dil., and a wash of diluted 
tincture. She took four pills at a dose, two doses a day* The firet 
day she felt entire relief from pain, and could exercise with ease. 
She required no further treatment; I attended her in her confine- 
ment and found no trace of her former malady.'* "A lady preg- 
nant with her fourth child. She complained of a painful stiffness 
and a sensation of swelling and weakness in her left leg, which 
continued to some extent during pregnancy ; but the Hamamelis 
gave her prompt relief, and there was no return of it after confine- 
ment.'' ^^ A woman pregnant with her fifth child. During her last 
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three pregnancies she had been troubled severely with yaricose veins, 
which, after the fifth month, hsA burst above the ankle and bled 
profusely. When I was called to see her, she was only four months 
advanced in pregnancy, but the bleeding had commenced, and she 
was anticipating a serious time. I gave ner Hamamelis three times 
a day, diluted tincture for a waah. She had no more bleeding, and 
is now well." Dr. F. Burnett, of New Orleans, found the Hama- 
melis useful inDysmeuorrhcea:— **A colored woman aged thirty-five. 
Two years previous, at the time the menses should have appeared, 
she experienced severe pain through the lumbar and hypogastric 
regions and down the legs ; fullness of the bowels and brain, with 
severe pain through the whole head, resulting in stupor and deep 
sleep, lasting twelve to thirty-six hours, from whi6h it was impossible 
to arouse her ; after which she gradually returned to her natural 
state, and so remained till the time for the next menstrual period, 
when the same suffering was repeated. She was 'brought to me at 
the commencement of one of these paroxysms ; the pain in the 
back, pubic region, and bead, had idready commenced. I gave eight 

f lobules of the fifteenth, dilution of Hanuunelis, to be taken in tw6 
OSes, four hours apart, which established her menses perfectly 
without any further medication, and she continued to menstruate 
regularly afterward.'' ^^An Irish girl, aged ^ghteen, strong, robust 
make. She had never menstruated, but had suffered instead with 
hsBmatemesis, constant constipation and varices of the legs. I gave 
her Hamamtelis fifteenth, to be taken three times a day. Her mepses 
appeared immediately, bcr legs got well, and I knew of her perfect 
health for three years afterward, during which time she became a 
mother.'' This case illustrates the curative virtues in vicariow menr 
strucUioriy when the condition is in correspondence with that caused 
by Hamamelis.. An interesting case of vicaruyus men»truati<m is 
reported by Dr. Kenyon (Amer. Horn. Review, Vol. 2, p. 412) : 
**Mary F., aged fourteen, has alwi^s enjoyed tolerable health until 
the last eighteen months, whidu she menstruated. The first time 
there was considerable pain in the back and head, for several days 
preceeding it, with nausea, vertigo, etc. The flow was natural, and 
recurred two succeeding months quite regularly, and without any 
of the unpleasant sensations which preceded the first. When the 
fourth period came round, there was no indication of menstruation, 
but in place of it^ quite free ^iataxia; this continued for several 
months, increasing in severity each month. She was emaciated very 
much; no color m the cheeks or lips; pulse 140,. and feeble; ac- 
tion of the heart very labored, but not giirog any signs of organic 
lesion ; extremities considerably bloated.; stomach very irritable ; 
bowels constipated; urine scanty and dear; some cough, and great 
dyspncea. It was the day when the bleeding was to return, and I 
watched the case ; there was over a quart ofblood lost; it was thin, 
forming very slight coagula, I gave her the sixth and thirtieth dil. 
in alternation, two doses of* each in the twenty-four hours, which was 
all the medicine she sot during the month following, except a few 
doses of Arsenicum for dyspnoea, when it was troublesome. When 
the next month came round, she menstruated regularly, and had no 
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more bleeding, and from this time she went on rapidly to a perfect 
recovery, under the use of Hamamelis." In Uterine Hemorrhage^ 
it is highly extolled by some physicians. Dr. Preston cared a case 
of " active uterine hemorrhage caused by a fall ; it was promptly 
relieved by it ;'* but, he thinks, " its particular sphere seems to be in 
joflw^ivg hemorrhages and venous congestions." He has "cured many 
cases of passive uterine hemorrhage with Hamamelis." Dr. W. fi. 
Payne states, that he has not used the Hamamelis successfully in 
uterine hemorrhages, except when the blood flowed steadily^ was 
venoiis in its character, and without uterine pains. My own expe- 
rience accords with that of Dr. Payne's ; therefore, I would not ad- 
vise the use of this remedy in hemorrhage after labor, for here we 
want a remedy like Secale or Erigeron, which causes contraction 
of the muscular tissue of the uterus, and perhaps of the arteries. 
Erigeron is antipodal to Hamamelis. It is as directly indicated in 
active, arterial hemorrhage, as the latter is in passive ven(m% 
bleedings. 

Organs of Generation of MenyCtc* — We are not in possession of 
pathogenetic symptoms relating to these organs, but it has been 
used in some diseases affecting the veins, testes, and contiguous 
tissues. Dr. Preston, in an able paper on "Diseases of the veins" 
(X. A. Jour, of Hom, 1867,) says. " The homoBopathic treatment 
of Gircocde. (Varicosis of the spermatic veins) is very much the 
same as for varicose veins in the leg, and in a number of cases under 
my own observation has been found successful. To illustrate this 
treatment, I prefer to give the following report of a case, sent mo by 
Dr. Geo. Barrow, of Taunton, Mass.—" A friend of mine, about 
thirty years of age, a merchant of Chicago, of scrofulous tendencies, 
was taken some three months since with drawing pain in the left 
spermatic cord, with swelling heat, redness and pain in the cord 
and in the left testicle, for which an allopath treated him four or five 
days with warm fomentations and laudanum applied to the part. 
The testicle swollen four or five times its usual size ; very hard and 
painful, was closely enveloped with collodion frequently applied {to 
support the tumor ?) while seidlitz powders were given to keep the 
bowels open. As this treatment gave no relief, but the symptoms 
rather grew worse, my friend was easily pursuaded to abandon it 
and try the homoeopathic plan. In consultation with Dr. Smith, of 
Chicago, where I happened to be present on a visit, I gave the 
patient, Bell., Puis., and Clematis, for a week, with very little benefit 
when I proposed to try Hamamelis. I accordingly obtained a 
bottle of " Ponds' extract,'' of which I administered drop doses 
every two hours, and enveloped the scrotum in a bandage wet with 
a solution of the same medicine, one part of the tincture to about 
ten parts of alcohol and water. In twenty-four hours he was free 
from all pain, the swelling gradually disappeared, and with the help 
of a silk suspensory bandage, he was able to resume hi& business 
in a few days^ and now is entirely well." The Hamamelis was at 
one time highly lauded as an excellent remedy in the treatment of 
Gonorrhoea. It was advised to administer the remedy internally, 
and use the dilated tincture (or Ponds' ext.) as an injection. Dr. 
30 
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Small informs me that in the first stage of this disease it has appeared 
to be of benefit, in allaying pain and inflammation. It may be useful 
in all stages, but cannot be looked upon as a specific remedy. I 
have advised it in long standing cases of Gleet^ with apparent bene- 
fit. In Orchitis^ it is highly praised by Dr. Ludlam. He states 
that under its external use the tumefaction and pain rapidly subsides. 
He considers it to have some specific power over inflammatory 
affections of the testes and ovaries. 

Thoracic Organs. — ^Return of inflammation of the diaphragm with 
the following symptoms : — ^labored respiration ; opressive tightness 
of the lower part of the thorax, inability to make a deep and full 
inspiration ; when attempting to assume the recumbent posture 
breathing became almost impossible ; a crowding fullness in the 
neck and head, and a sense of sufibcation so as to prevent his lying 
down ; unable to make adeep inspiration when standmg up. {Preston,) 
Pricking pain in the region of the heart ; felt also in the superficial 
veins of both arms. The pricking pains in the heart continued for 
ten days, increasing in intensity all the time. (Arnica twelfth was 
then given, and the pains disappeared.) --i>ayt«o». 

Clinical Remarks. — Hamamelis has cured cough, and hsBmop- 
tysis, with taste of sulphur in the mouth, and dull frontal headache." 
Also " tickling cough, with taste of blood on waking." In Hasmop- 
tysis^ it is considered by some as a remedy par excdlence^ applicable 
to nearly all cases ; but this is .aoing too far. It can never take the 
place of Aconite. Dr. Preston (Diseases of Veins) says : — "La gene- 
ral we look upon Hamamelis as a specific for passive venous hem- 
orrhages, and we have seen it successful in arresting this particular 
form of bleeding from the pulmonary mucous membrane ; but we 
speak fi-om only a few years experience, and that a few observers, and 
tnerefore we must be impartial enough to mention a few of those 
remedies which other practitioners have recommended as useful in 
the cure of some forms of haemoptysis: — Aconite, Ipecac, Ferr., 
acet.. Arnica, Millefol, etc. Dr. E. M.Payne (XJ. S. Jour, of Horn. Vol., 
I. p. 730) reports the following case : — A young lady aged sixteen, 
was seized while at school, and without any premonitory symptoms, 
with blood-spitting. The patient was of slender build, light hair, 
blue eyes, fair complexion, lax fibre, and phthisical diathesis; 
menses regular and normal. The blood-spitting commenced with 
a slight hack, and continued, with scarcely a moments intermission 
up to the time of my visit, a period of nearly an hour. I found her 
lying upon a sofa, calm^ with a napkin in hand nearly saturated with 
apparently pure venous blood, and spitting about the amount of a 
tea-spoonful at intervals of one or two minutes. The blood came into 
the mouth without any effort. She described it as issuing about 
ten inches below the right clavicle, in a warm current, making 
apparently a tortuous course, and at the same time there was a sensa- 
tion in that region, as from the pressure of a hard body. Pulse 
somewhat accelerated, eighty-five. Ferrum aceticum was given 
but caused no improvement m three hours, Millefolium, Aeon., Ipecac, 
and Belladonna caused no amelioration. Hamamelis, four drops of 
the tincture to half a tumbler of wateo A spoonful was given. The 
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bleeding immediately ceased, and did not afterwards return. I have 
never used the Hamamelis successfullv, in cases of blood-spitting 
when the blood was of light fluid red, frothy in appearance, and 
raised by much cough." Dr, Okie reported an interesting case in 
which haemoptysis was present, in a complicated lung affection* 
Hamamelis controlled the bleeding, but was powerless to cure the 
patient. A girl, aged, nine, was said to be in a dying state. She was 
sitting upright, supported by pillows, her breath greatly oppressed. 
She had been ill about two years, dating her first loss of health to 
a cough, which was said to have resulted from swallowing a small 
piece of straw ; since that period, she had been tormented with 
incessant cough. She bled from the lungs pints at a time. She had 
raised large quantities of offensive matter ; at one time " nearly^ a 
tumblerful." Examination elicited general anasarca, great swelhng 
of the lower extremities; the abdomen swollen from the areolar 
infiltration ; face much puffed, closing the eyelids ; a number of spots 
resembling />t//7>wra were found upon the lower extremities; she 
had been troubled with profuse epistaxis. Auscultatory examina- 
tion elicited the presence of a very long cavity, extending from the 
mammary region to near the base of the right side. The respira- 
tion in the left lung was puerile, with a mingling of rhonci and 
mucous rales. The urinary secretion was almost nul^ the urine itself 
of a deep brandy color, depositing a heavy lateritious sediment. I 
feared a fatal result, and speedily. The scant urinary secretions and 
pleuritic pains, the hydropic tendency, and the state of the thoracic 
organs, led me to fear the superventon of ansemia and serous effusion 
into the pleural sac. Iodine was given ; for about a fortnight she 
improved ; the urine was much increased ; the dropsy lessened ; the 
respiration easier ; petechisa did not appear ; cough about as usuaL 
At this time she was seized with JEpiataxia and HcemoptysU pulse 
full, etc. Hamamelis checked the hamorrhage promptly, and there 
was no recurrence. The strength, appetite, and general health of 
the patient improved, so that she was up, and about her usual avo- 
cations. She lived about eighteen months, but finally died from pul- 
monary abscess. — Philal. Jour. Vol, I. p. 638. 

Back. — Tearing pain across the small of the back, with fulness 
of the joints of the legs. — (Burritt.) 

Clinical Remabks. — ^It has be^n found useful as an external 
application to lumbago, ^^crick in the back,'' myalgia, bed-sores, and 
petechia. 

Upper and Lower Extremities. — Pricking pain in the superficial 
veins of both arms, extending from the wrists to the shoulder. 
{Davison,) Painful fulness of the joints of the legs, as if they 
would burst, which soon extends to all the joints of the body'; aftfer 
the fulness of the joints disappear, then there .was a dread of mov- 
ing the limbs, as if it would cause suffering, with a weary, stiff, full 
feeling. 

Clinical Remarks. — The greatest triumph of Hamamelis, has 
been in the treatment of varicoses of the limbs. Dr. Preston, 
writing of varicoses remarks: — " Homoeopathy has, as in many 
other cases, directed us to a specific remedy, which in my 
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practice, as well as in that of a number of my colleagnes in 
this section of the country, has been attended with uni- 
form success in the treatment of this annoying, disease. 
"Since 1851 (six years) I have prescribed Hamamelis in upwards of 
fifty cases of varicose veins 6f the lower limbs, and in no single 
instance has it failed to make a decided curative impression ; but in 
the great majority of cases, it has, thus far at least, proved a radical 
cure. My plan is, first, to bandage the limb tightly from the arch 
of the foot to a little above the Imee, or to the hips, if the varices 
are above the knee, and the best bandage, in my opinion, is an 
elastic silk stocking, manufactured for the purpose. Under this, 
compresses of linen are laid over the dilated veins, and kept wet 
with Hamamelis tincture, or Pond's extract. I give the 3d dil. 
internally, two or three times a day. Some few cases, with large, 
indolent ulcers on the tibia or malleolus, have been under treatment 
a year, but most of them have been cured, or at least have disap- 
peared^ in less than half that time. The crowning point of its 
(Hamamelis) virtues, rests in its peculiarly prompt action in cases 
of phlegmasia alba dolens, and in varicose veins. In old cases of 
varicosis, I have never seen its equal ; and have cured many cases 
<rf varicose veins of the leg and foot, which had resisted all other 
treatment for years.'' Dr. Belcher reports several cases of varices 
in pregnant women, cured by Hamamelis. (See cases under *' Or- 
gans of Oeneration of Women.'' Dr. Barrows found this medicine a 
valuable auxiliarv in the treatment of a child, with the following 
symptoms:— "Inflammation of the femoral vein, with the erysipela- 
tous spot near the groin, and over the vein, spreading over nearly 
one half of the thigh, with flexion of the leg; swelling of the entire 
leg and foot, with tension; heat and pale appearance of the limbs ; 
scanty urine, stiflening the linen (albuminous) ; tympanitis ; <Bdema 
of the whole body, limbs, and face. Gale, Hepar and other remedies. 
Were used. (See case in full, in N". A, Journal, vol. 6, page 317.) 
Dr. K. Ludlam informs me that he considers the Hamamelis of the 
greatest advantage in all cases of articular rheumatism, with swollen 
and painful joints; as a loccU (xpplication it seems to possess decided 
anodyne properties. He advises that cloths, or cotton wool, wet 
in the dilute tincture, be applied constantly to the painful parts; 

I^OTE.— Just as this pajMr was ready for the printer, I recei-ved the "Horn. Review,** for 
April, 1864, which ooataias a case of Phlebitis, reported by Dr. H. Robinson, Jr., cured by 
Hamamelis. The symptoms were: *' Great pain in right leg, from the knee to the hip; leg much 
awollen, and quite sensitive to the touch. The oataneons veins were hard, knotty, swollen, and 
painful. The skin erysipelatous ; pulse small and wiry ; mnch thirst ; no appetite ; bowela 
ooatlve; urine red and scanty; veins of abdomen, hard, like cords, red and painful. Qave 
Hamamelis L, five drops in half a goblet of water.** Cured in ten days. 
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HELONIAS DIOICA. 

{^Fdl8$ Unicom Root,) 

This plant is known by the names of Drooping Starwort, 
Devil's Bit, etc. It is indigenous to the United States, grow- 
ing in woodlands, meadows and moist situations. It is foimd 
in Canada, and as far south as Georgia and Louisiana. -^^ The plant 
is sometimes mistaken for the Aletris Farinosa, but may be identi- 
fied by the leaves of the Aletris being sharply pointed, with a 
straight, slender spike of scattered flowers, while the Heloniaa is 
not BO sharply lancrvshaped in its leaves, and has a thick plumose 
dioical spike. The root is the officinal part ; it is tapering, fibrous, 
about an inch and a quarter in length, and from two to dx-eighths 
of an inch in diameter, very hard, transversely wrinkled, and 
abrupt or prsemorse at the end, appearing as thouo[h it had been cut 
or bitten off. There has been, and still exists, much difficulty 
among druggists, in determining the difference between the roots of 
the Aletris farinosa and Helonias dioica. It has often been the 
case that these roots have been indiscriminately bought and sold." — 
(King,) King, in his Dispensatory, gives a very minute description 
of the root of the Helonias, which I would advise our pharmaceutists 
to examine, for it is highly important that the pr^mrations used by 
our school, should be genuine. It is quite probable that much of 
the fluid extract and active princi]^e, Helonin, made in this 
country, is prepared from both plants mixed. 

Genebax Pbopebtxes. — " The Helonias is tonio^ diuretic, and 
vermifuge ; in large doses, emetic ; and when fresh, sialagogue. 
The plant is said to kill cattle feeding on it, and the decoction to 
kill insects. In doses often or fifteen grains of the powdered root, 
repeated three or four times a day, it has been found very bene- 
ficial in dyspepsia, loss of af^etite, and for the removal of wormd. • 
It is reported beneficial in colic, and atony of the generative 
organs, etc." — King, "It is tonic, stomachic, diaphoretic, and 
pectoral ; it is ads^ted to atonic states of the system ; it has been 
recommended in cases of chronic rheumatism, jaundice, strangury, 
etc., also in colds, and coughs; it has been used as a remedy in low 
grades of fever, as a stimulant, with success, etc." — Jones and Scud- 
der. " It is alterative, tonic, diuretic, vermifuge and emmenagogue, 
used in prolapsus uteri, amenorhoea, dymenorhoea, leucorrhoea, to 
prevent miscarriage, dyspepsia, worms, etc.*'— Goe. We can glean 
but little information as to the general sphei^e of action of this medi- 
cine, from the above farrago ; that it has been used with benefit 
in the above mentioned diseases and conditions, I do not doubt, but 
we are still at a loss for any special indications; those which can 
only be obtained from a thorough proving. 

The great majority of medical men of other schools do not 
realize the value of physiological experiments. They rely more 
upon uncertain empirical data, judging of the curative virtues of a 
medicine by its e&cts upon the sick. That this method has its 
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value, we do not dispute ; indeed, we may always feel confident 
that, a medicine which will curt a givengroup of symptoms, will 
cause similar ones, in healthy persons. We, therefore, look upon 
curative effects, as indication of pathogenetic effects. We have 
but a meagre proving of Helonias, and that only on the male. This I 
regret very much, for its action on the organism of women is notable 
and peculiar. I shall be able to present to the profession, however, 
some suggestive clinical facts, which will throw some light upon its . 
remedial action. The following symptoms are obtained firom a 
fragmentary proving sent me by Dr. C. H. Burr, of Portland, 
Maine. The proving in its original form, appears at the end of this 
article. 

Qeneral Symptoms, — ^An unnatural degree of languor and a 
feeling of weariness and weight in the region of the kidneys ; gene- 
ral weariness. (Burr.) ^^Decided increase in muscular power which 
continued as long as the remedy was taken" (in large doses). — 
Dr, Close. 

Clinical Bemabks.— This medicine is a peculiar and powerful 
^tonic,'' or, as Headland would have it ^Restorative." It is considered, 
particularly indicated when the disease has proceeded, (1) from dis- 
ease of the generative org<ms^ (2) or from functional disorders of the 
stomach; hence it is considered valuable in ansamia and chlorosis, 
in alternation with Ferrum ; and in dyspepsia, in alternation with 
Nux vom., if indicated. It does not belong to the China group, 
because it has no anti-periodic powers ; nor does it cause a hyper- 
stimulation of the nervous and vascular systems like that powerful 
drug. Neither does it have much more affinity for the Nux vomica 
group, for it does not excite or irritate the spinal i^stem. It is 
more nearly allied to Ferrum than any other article of the Materia 
Medica, while, at the same time, it has some points of resemblance 
to the members of both groups above referred to. China and Nux 
vomica, together with their analogues, cause a condition, which may 
be described as increased tonicity of muscular fibre. China brings 
about this condition, through its influence upon the processes by 
which the blood is formed ; it probably tends to augment the quan* 
tity of that fluid, and to render it richer. Thus, by its own operap 
tion upon the nutrition of the heart, and through the agency of the 
enriched blood, it gives greater energy to the contractions of that 
organ ; and hence the fuller and stronger pulse, not unfrequently 
resulting from its moderate and continued use. But in cases of 
anasmia, chlorosis, and some other conditions of the system, China 
will not improve, apparently, the condition of the blood, or at least, 
the tissues do not respond to the stimulus of the improved blood. 
Then it is that Ferrum, or Nux vomica, given alternately with it, 
will place the diseased tissues in a condition to be benefitted by 
the circulating fluid, and a cure is soon effected. Nux vomica 
increases the tonicity ol tissues, mainly through its influence upon 
the spinal system. It is a spinal stimulant, and nearly all its thera- 
peutic effect«i arise from this action. In a great many cases of atony 
of any organ, or tissue of the body, this medicine will, alone, effect 
prompt and permanent cures; but, like China, it will sometimei 
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fail, unless superseded or assisted by the action of China or Fermm. 
There are also other instances wherein China, Ferrum and Nux will 
fail to improve the abnormal conditions for which they seem 
indicated, and the Helonias will here come in play, and be found 
very useful. Helonias enriches the blood, through its influences 
. upon the nutritiv^ processes ; not as iron does, for iron is a metallic 
substance, and a vegetable substance cannot act in the same manner. 
But Helonias does not act like China or Quinine, for the latter 
stimulates by its direct primary action, while the former does not. 

Mental Symptoms- — ^Mind dull and inactive. The previous 
cheerful state was followed by dullness, and gloominess; irritable ; 
could not endure the least contradiction, or receive any suggestions 
in relation to any subject ; all conversation was unpleasant ; desire 
to be left alone ; he desires to find fault with every one around him. 
(This state of mind lasted several days — see proving.) 

Clinical Remarks. — One cannot help being struck by the sim- 
ilarity of the above symptoms, to those mental states common to 
diseases of the genital organs in both sexes^ particularly in women. 
Such symptoms are quite common to uterine disorders, and to 
unhealthy pregnancies. In disorders of digestion we also meet 
with a similar group of symptoms. I consider such S3rmptoms to 
be an excellent guide, in default of other pathogenetic ones, to the 
selection of Helonias in uterine disorders, etc. 

Cerebral Symptoms.— Slight pain, through the temples, with a 
feeling of fulness in the head, and vertigo ; a feeling of pressure 
from within upward to the vertex, aggravated by looking steadily 
at any fixed point; pain in the occiput, with pulsative pain in 
the vertex — increased by stooping, attended with vertigo ; pain in 
the forehead as if a band about an inch wide was drawn across 
from temple to temple. (lod., Merc, Stann., Nit. ac.) 

Gastric, etc. — Wakes every morning at 6 o'clock (an unusual 
hour) with the lips, tongue and fauces dry, and a bitter taste in the 
mouth ; appetite not as good as usual. Soon after taking each 
dose sensations of pain, tightness, and pressure felt in the stomach, 
which was partially relieved by the eructation of tasteless gas ; 
cramp-like pain in the stomach ; motion and rumbling in the intes- 
tines, as if diarrhoea would come on. *^ In Ohio, and many of the 
Western States, it is in very general use as a common emetic^ opera* 
ting with great certainty, but with more activity than Ipecac, or 
Eupatorium." — Lee* 

Clinical Remarks. — ^Dr. Coe sajrs the " Helonin will be toler- 
ated by the stomach when other tonics are rejected. It invigorates 
the appetite, promotes digestion and depuration, and so improves 
the quality and increases the quantity of the blood. In this 
way the foundation for a cure is laid, by improving the tone of the 
entire system." A thorough proving would doubtless show that 
this medicine produces a long train of gastric symptoms, beginning 
with Ay/?er-stimulation, and ending in atony. I have found it very 
useful both in idiopathic functional diseases of the stomach, and 
especially in those sympathetic gastric disorders, which accom- 
pany diseases of the uterus. Loss of appetite, eructations fhl* 
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ness, ctamp, and painful oongestion, with lowness of spirits, are the 
chief indications for its employment. Dr. Close (Tilden's Jour, of 
Mat. Med., vol. 2, p. 297) reports the case of a woman with 
general dropsy : " Her stomach was in a very irritable condition, 
rejecting her food and medicines. After giving Helonias (H. ext.) 
I remained and watched with no little solicitude its effects, expect- 
ing it would be likewise rejected; but instead, I haS the satisfaction 
of seeing it retained, and in a little time she became less restless, the 
moaning noise which she had been accustomed to make almost 
constantly, ceased, and at the end of half an hour after it was given 
she fell asleep; the pulse became decidedly softer, and slower, than 
it had been for a long time. When she awoke there was a decided 
increase of muscular power." (Dose of fl. ext. one to three drachms, 
according to Tilden. Dr. G. probabl v gave as much.) 

In Dyspepsia, etc., I have generally used the lower dilutions and 
triturations. 

Urinary Orsaas.— Kidneys somewhat stimulated, and a larger 
amount than usual, of clear, light colored urine has been voided. 

Cli^cal Rkitarks. — It is deemed to be a diuretic by medical 
writers : ^' In the treatment of the various forms of dropsy, the 
Helooin has proved of remarkable utility. It operates in a general 
manner, and- is, seemingly, a powerful resolvent. The only manner 
in which it proves evacuant, is, in some cases, as a diui*etic — except 
when given in over-doses, when it is emetic" — Coe* 

There are few forms of dropsy which are not due to an asthenic 
state of the system, or which do not bring on this condition during 
their course. Therefore, not only do we need to use in dropsy such 
remedies as Apis, Apocynum, Colchicum, which act specmcally 
npon the kidneys, but possess no "tonic" power; but we are 
obliged to resort to such medicines as China, Arsenicum, Phos- 
phoric acid, etc. Indeed, these latter medicines have, alone, cured 
many cases of general dropsy by their influence over the general 
system. The Helonias will be found valuable to the homoeopathist 
in that class of cases, when there is anasarca, with general debility, 
and an atonic condition of the generative organs, such as chlorosis, 
amenorrhoea, dropsy from uterine hemorrhage, etc. 

Generative Organs, — ^Pain in lower part of the back, through to 
the uterus, like inflammation, piercing, drawing ; breasts swollen, 
very tender, and will not bear the pressure of even an ordinary 
dress ; nipples very sensitive and painful ; great uterine hemor- 
rhage came during the proving, and continued until the medicine 
was discontinued. [The above pathogenetic symptoms were noticed 
by Dr. E. Clark, of Portland, Me. He states he has noticed the 
same train of symptoms in six or eight cases. The medicine was 
given at the first trituration (Helonin). These symptoms were 
received after the following was written.] 

Clinical Rbmabks. — ^The Helonias is one of those indigenous 
medicines, which from the earliest days of medicine in this country, 
haa had a peculiar reputation — first with the Aborgines, then with 
the early white settlers, and finally with the medical profession in 
the country— as being a remedy, even the remedy, for those diaor- 
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den generally termed ^'uterme,*» and which depended npon an 
atomc condition of the oi^ans of reprodaction. I regret exceed- 
ingly that I cannot present the profeisfiion with a proving npon the 
organism of women. I have given it to healthy women, bat never 
observed any notable symptoms. Primarily, it always increases the 
tone and physilogical activity of the generative organs. I there* 
fore consider it aecondarily homoeopathic to those diseases or con^ 
ditions for which it has been used so successfally. Were it not so^ 
it never could have been nsed successfully in the doses usuall]^ 
administered by the opposite school of practice. It would .have pro-^ 
duced aggravai;i<ms^ and been by them considered confyra4n€tieaiied. 
Before giving the clinical experience of our own school, I will quote 
the opinions and clinical remarbei concerning this remedy, which I 
find in the records of allopathic literature. 

Prof. G. A. 2^ writes (Tilden's Journal of Mat. Med. IL, p. 
123): — ^^ Numerous trials have satisfied iis that it has a specind 
action on the uterine organs,-— an alleviative^ regulating influence 
over their functions. Hence, in Amenorrhoea marked by general 
atony, and an anasmic and torpid condition of the system this« 
plant proves of great service; givmg tone to the digestive organsi* 
favoring nutrition and saneuifioation, and promoting the secretionsi 
generally. So, in I^wiorrhcBay associated with aimiUr conditions of 
the general system, it will be found equally serviceable. Its influ- 
ence as an uterine tonic is also well marked in cases or 
atonic or passive Menorrhagia. Here, by imparting tonicity to 
the muscular fibres of the uterus, and by a stimulating power, 
over the plexuses of- organic nerves, which supply the pelvio= 
viscera, the exudation of blood is checked, and he predispos- 
ing;, as well as the proximate cause of the disease, removed. 
If it has the power of obviating sterility and impotence, as is al* 
leged by some writers, it must be by a similar mode of operation. 
It may be slightly aphrodisiac, but there are no well-attested iacts 
bearing on that point. It is very probable, however, that it may, 
in common with Senecio and other uterine tonics, produce suchl 
effects ; but if it does, I have no proof of the fact, except what may: 
by drawn from analogv. It is very probable, also, that in cases of 
dysmenorrhoea and liability to oborHon from atony of the repro^ 
ductive organs, it may prove highly advantageous by a similar mode 
of action, just as we find in the case df Iton, and other tonics which 
improve the general health. But, in addition to this, it would 
seem to be endowed, to a considerable extent, with specific proper- 
ties and powers. Dr. Coe (Gone. Org. Med.) is very enthusiastioi 
he says :-— '* No agent of the Materia Medioa better deserves th& 
name of uterine tonic. The remarkable success attending its- 
administration in the diseases peculiar to females, has rendered it an; 
indispensible remedy to those acquainted with its peculiar virtues. 
Like the Senecin, it is alike appropriate in the treatment of diseases 
apparently calling for dissimilar properties, as, for instance, amenr- 
orrhoBa and menorrhagia* Its alterative and tonic influence will 
account, in a measure, for its utility in those complaints. In the 
treatment of amenorrhosa, it will be found most beneficial in those. 
31 



«4« NEW HOM(EOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

oases ftrising from, or accompanied with, a disordered condition of 
the digestive apparatus, and an anaemic habit. It has an especial 
influence on the organs of generation, independent of its general 
oonstitutional influence. For this reason it has proved of eminent 
value in the cure of jprolapsuB tUeriy tendency to miscarriage, and 
atony of the generative organs ; HeriHty and impotence have also 
been relieved and cured by this remedy. Certain writers have 
classed it as an aphrodisiac, and stated that its continued use 
faiduces an abnormal desire for sexual indulgence. Such a statement 
oould only have been made iu the absence of actual knowledge, and 
as the legitimate fruit of a prurient imagination. We have protnibly 
used the Helonin quite as extensively as any other practitioner, 
and we must confess to a want of sufficientpenetration to discover 
any such results from its employment. The only aphrodisiac we 
recognise, is the natural proclivity of a sensual mind. That the 
Helonine is a special tonic to the organs of reproduction we are 
well aware, but only to a normal and healthy extent. Did its action 
extend further than this, it would be a disease-producing, and not a 
disease-curing remedy. When a medicine so acts upon a diseased 
organ as to restore it to a ]^hyBiological condition, we very naturally 
conclude that said organ will manifest the fact of its restoration by 
the resumption of its functional activity. This is precisely the case 
when the Helonin is employed. If administered for the cure of 
indigestion, the appetite improves, the food is digested, absorbed, 
and assimulated, and thus the curative action of the remedy mani- 
fested. If, on the other hand, the case be one of amenorrhcsa, sterilty, 
monorrhagia, or impotency, secretion is restored, tone imparted, 
and the healthful flow of returning stimulus is manifested by the 
usual physical signs. The sexual appetite is sequent, and not the 
antecedent of the restoration of the ability of the organs to per- 
form the functions assigned them by nature.'' 

A portion of Dr. Gee's remarks, namely, that which relates to the 
eflfects of curative doses of medicines, is m the main correct. But 
his general statement contsdns one great, fundamental error, which 
has ever been the glaring fault of allopathic then4>eutics. He 
states that Helonin is a special tonic to the organs of reproduction, 
but anfy to a normal extent; did it extend beyond this, he remarks, 
it would be a disease-creating remedy. The old school of medicine, 
has always been wilfully blind to the truth, that all medicines may 
be disease-producing. That a medicine is a ** special tonic** to any 
particular organ, is the strongest proof that it is capable, if long^ 
oontinued, even in small doses, of causing disease in that organ. 
It, then, Helonias be given for uterine atony, and acts curatively, 
when that organ has regained its tone, if the remedy be continued, 
it will urge or elevate the physiological functions of that organ, and 
induce an abnormal condition, the result of hyper-stimulation. If 
Helonias is a special tonic to the organs of reproduction^ we do not 
doubt, that if ^ven to a healthy individual, it would cause an eaeceeg 
of sexual desire, congestion of the uterus, ovaries, etc., and eveo 
amenorrhoea, or menorrhagia, dependent on active congestion ; then, 
after a time the irritabHity of these organs would be worn out and 
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according to a well-known physiological law, we shall have an ex- 
hausted or atonic condition of the tissues previously over-stimalated* 
The conditions and diseases enumerated by Dr. Goe, as within the 
curative range of Helonias, are those which it would cause by its 
secondary ^tion. It is oi^ble of causing an almost equal number 
by its i^rmry action. My theory of Do%e^ accounts for the curative 
operation of the material doses used by the allopathic schools. The 
curative action of Helonias in the lower attenuations, is chiefly 
directed towards those atonic states which it causes secondarily. 
But if given for its prtmory effects, it must be given in the middle 
or higher attenuations, else, we should get up mjurious medicinal 
aggravations. 

Resume, — ^The Helonias \b primarily homoBopathio to the follow- 
ing diseases, when occurring in persons of plethoric habit, strong 
digestion, and great muscular power : — ^Active congestion of the 
uterus, causing, besides the usual symptoms of that condition, sup* 
pression of the menses, (congestive amenorrhoea) ; menorrhctgid^ 
from active congestion ; prolapsus or retroversion from congestion ; 
abortion from undue afflux of blood to the uterus. The special 
4ym/>^om9 which would indicate in these diseases, can only be ob- 
tained by a thorough proving. Helonias is secondarily indicated^ 
and has proved eminently curative to diseases of the reproductive 
organs, occurring in persons of a lax, or anaamic habit, and in which 
there is a loss of normal tone. As diseases of the same name may 
be caused by opposite states, so the primary amenorrhosa of Helo- 
nias may be due to congestion, while the secondary amenorrhoea is 
due to lack of blood and normal activity of the uterus, etc. 

The clinical experience of our school with this remedy is not large, 
but quite successful. Dr. G. H. Burr, of Portiand, M!e., says : — ^^ I 
have given it in similar cases of prolapsus uteri with very satis&o- 
tory results ; also in cases of frequent and proiuse menstruation, 
when the patients lose more blood than is manufactured in the 
inter-menstrual period, with pain in the back, and frequent palpita- 
tion of the heart; in such cases it will seldom disappoint those who 
are disposed to use it." <l 

Dr. Geo. S. Foster, of Meadville, Pa., reports to me the following 

cases: — "Mrs. ^ aged thirty-two, had prolapsus uteri and ulcer* 

ation, for nine years, up to the summer of 1862, with all the symp- 
toms incident thereto. All the physicians in town during that time 
had been trying to cure her ; the usual pessaries and cauterization, 
and all they could do, with no success. When I took the case in 
hand in September, 1862, I gave her but little encouragement, as 
you may suppose. I examined her ; found ulceration of neck of 
womb, constant dark, bad smelling discharge; great irritatioa 
of vagina, so much that a soft sponge pessary could not be retained ; 
she had lost her ^^ reckoning,'' the discharge bein^ constant, with 
flooding on lifting a bucket of water, or anything of weight ; 
countenance sallow, and such an expression as one would have 
from the suffering she had endured ; could with difficulty, walk 
up the stairs, or across the room ; the least exertion would bring 
on flooding. I did not keep an account of my prescriptions, but 
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prescribed remedies for symptoms present— the principal, Nnx^ 
llell., Secale., Sabina, etc I repeatedly replaced the ^omb; the 
treatment was very (^soouraging to myself; bnt symptoms would 
give way to the action of the remedies readily. About seyea 
months ago, I procured the Vaginal Syringe, and had her use 
h with water and Tannin. About six montl^ ago I i^taced the 
womb for the last time, and did not prescribe again for four on 
five months, when she called on me, iniorroiog me that it had not 
been down since my last services, then five months ; but still die 
loolced rather badly, and still a dark, ugly discharge, paib in the 
small of back, etc. 

"December 19. — Helonin seond dec ; three a day, for two days, 
^^Deceiuber 21, — ^Improving; twelve powders, about one gnun, 
three a day. 

** December 25.'-Beport8 marked improvement in general health 
the discharge had changed to a bright red — more like Uie menp 
Btmal. 

- *^ December SO. — No discharge for five days; she could danoe^ 
nm up and down stairs ; her cheeks have the bloom of healthy 
and in spirits she equals the youngest. So you may see what a 
few doses of the Helonine has done ; finished up the case in grand; 
style, very much to my own and her gratification. 
' ^f Case 2.— A young woman who h^ hadtwo abortions at four 
months ; she was in her fourth month again, with all symptoms of 
again aborting. Left Secale; saw her again in a day or twa;i 
it was then time for her courses, and I was fearful that would 
augment her trouble ; she was suffering the usual pain as in puebi 
oases. I left her Helonine second dec;, and saw her in town yedter- 
day; she had walked in ; has had no trouble since taking the last 

S'escription. You may be able to glean but tittle &om the 
regoing^; but it still points to the remedy as sure to be the 
jRMremost in the rank of uterine remedies.'' 

' ■■ The following cases came under my own treatment, and I have 
siiioe used the Helonin in aimilar cases with good residts : 

Case l.—A woman, aged 25, the mother of two children^ and. 
enoiente with a. third. The usual symptoms of pregnancy were not 
present, but in their stead, a peculiar prostration of the nervous 
and muscular system obtained. She was an»mic — ^pulse small 
and feeble ; skin sallow and pale; digestion bad ; no desire tor any^ 
kind of food, and all kinds of food caused distress and epigastric 
oppression. She became emaciated, debilitated, . and very low 
tqpirited. There was also present constipation, and almost cobstanti 
uterine distress and pain, of a pressing down character; also leu-» 
oorrhoea. China, Sepia, Pulsatilla, Ferrum, Nux, and Ignatia were 
given, with but slight benefit. Upon purely empirical data, I 

C escribed Helonias, five drops of the mother tincture, one hour 
fore each meal. The effect was surprising. In a few days her 
appetite increased; all dyspeptic aymptoms disappeared;, strength 
petumed rapidly. . The blood improved in richness, as was manifest 
by the retmning color, and healthy complexion. The uterine disn 
turbance ceased, and a normal pregnancy resulted. ; . . > . 
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Case 2. — ^A lady, aged 45, at the olimaoterio period suffered 
much j'rom frequent and repeated floodings^ profuse serous leu- 
corrhcDa, and dropsy. She had also much uterine and ovarian pain. 
Her complexion was very aaUow, unhealthy looking, earthly, and, 
pale. She had taken muriated tioctijire of iron Irom an allopath, 
for some months, but grew worse under its use. A report of the 
treatment of the whole case would be of interest, but want of space 

Prevents its narration. The floodings subsided under the use of 
'rillin one-tenth ; the dropsy and ovarian pain was removed by 
Apis. 2 ; the uterine pain was palliated by Sepia and Macrotin. But 
•she still remained weak, emaciated, aud the complexion did not 
improve. Leptandrin 2nd improved it somewhat ; the icterus had 
disappeared. Helonias 2nd dec trit., two grs. every four hours was 
then prescribed. Under its use the nutritive functions rapidly 
recovered their tone ; strength and increased vitality returned, and in 
a few weeks she felt quite well. 

Back, etc. — ^A feeling of weariness and weight in the region of 
the kidneys ; sharp, spasmodic pain in the back, running to the crest 
of the left ileum ; severe rheumatic (?^ pain in the right hip joint, 
worse during motion ; pain, and a feelmg of lameness, in the* who^. 
back ; pain in lumbar region, about the upper portion of the sacruoi, 
and pelvis 4 the pains in die back are more troublesome during the 
night. (See generative organs.) i 

CijNicAL KsMABKS. — ^Palus iu the back, also lameness, stiff- 
ness, etc., located in the sacra-lumbar region — 2k copmion symptom 
in all uterine disorders, and. even in diseasea of the male organs of 
generation. Helonias. seems to cause these pains in quite a notable 
degree; they often simulate rA^i^Tui^ic. pains,. and may be mistaken 
for them. 

PBOVING OF BELONIK, BY DB. C. H. BUSB, OP PORTLAND, MB. 

The preparation used in this proving was a solution of thirty grs 
of Helonin in one ounce of alcohol, diluted with half an ounce of 
water. It was thought best to commence with small doses, and 
increase hourly, until decided symptoms were produced, and Oct. 
l^th, in accordance with this idea, two drops were taken at 10, 
A.M., fbur ^t., at 11 ; eight gtt. at. 12 m. Soon after taking each 
dose, sensations of pain, tightness, and pressure were felt m the 
stomach, which was partially relieved by the eructation of tasteless 
gas. At 1 p^ H., twelve gtt^ were taken; at 2, sixteen gtt^ at 8, 
twenty gtt.; motion and rumbling in the intestines as if diarrhosa 
would come oH. . At 4, thirty gtt. were taken.; at 5, forty gtt. ; ai 
8, fifty gtt. Slight pain was now felt through the temples, 
together with a feelmg of fujlness in the head, and vertigo. At 10, 
p. M., took fifty gtt- 

Oetober 10th. — ^The svmptoms produced yesterday were not of a 
decided character^ Took at 7, a. m.^ forty gutta; at 9, fifty gtt \ 
at lly sixty gtt.; at 12, sixty gtt. Still, but little effect is produced, 
and I should be unconscious of being under the influence of any 
remedy were it not for an unnatural de^ee of ' languor, and a 
feeling of weariness, and weight, ia the region of the kidneys. At 
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2, p. M.y sixty gtt.; at 8, rixty gtt. At this stage of the proving, the 
alcoholic preparation was pat aside, and an aqueous one snbstitated; 
Helonin twenty grains, water one onnce ; of this, forty ^t. were 
taken at 4, p. ic. ; at 7, fifty gtt. The symptoms mentioned as 
occurring in the head, are more decided; tne sense of fuhiefls 
increases, and there is a feeling of pressure from within, up to the 
vertex; the latter feeling is aggravated by looking steadily at 
any fixed point; the kidneys have been somewhat stimuuited 
and a larger amount than usual of clear, light-colored urine has 
been voided daring the last twelve hours; the pulse ranges at 
eighty-four, fuU, and a little irregular. At 0, p. m., took sixty 
gtt4 no new symptoms. . 

October 1 8th.— No medidne was taken during the 1 7th, until eve- 
ning, when at 7, half a drachm was taken ; at 9, half a drachm ; 
at 12, half a drachm. In the afternoon and evening, there was a 
great deal of weariness, and feeling of weight in the region of the 
kidfteys, and with much more general fatigue than usual ; mind dull 
and inactive. 

October 10th. — ^Took at 8, a. v., half a drachm; at 12, half a 
drachm ; pain in the vertex ; the pain in the head is increased by 
stooping, and attended with increased vertigo; sharp, spasmodic 
pain in the back, running to the crest of the left ilium. At 6 p. x., 
took half a drachm. Have awoke every morning since the proving 
was commenced, at 5 o'clock, an unusual hour, with tongue and 
iauces dry, and a bitter, disagreeabliB taste in the mouth. The 
symptoms during the day have been more marked, and principally 
confined to the head and back ; the appetite has not been as usuaL 

October. 21st. — ^Tookat 1 2, ic, one drachm. Soon after taking this 
dose f<^lt a cramp-like pain in the stomach. At 8, p. m., took one 
drachm ; severe, rheumatic pains in the right hip joint, worse 
during motion ; pain in the forehead, as if a band about an inch 
wide was drawn across fVom temple to temple ; pain and feeling 
of lameness in the whole back, and dryness, and bitter taste in the 
mouth. 

Oct. 22nd. — ^Took at 9, a. m., one drachm ; at 12, ic., one drachm. 
Last evening was engaged in singing until 8 o'clock, at which 
time I took one drachm. Previous to taking the remedy, I never 
felt better, more cheerful, or in better spirits. Ssoon after taking 
it, there was an entire change in surrounding circumstances ; I very 
soon became dull, gloomy, and irritable; could not endure the 
least contradiction, or receive any suggestions in relation to any 
subject ; all conversation was unpleasant, and what I most desired 
was, to be left alone, reserving to myself the privilege of findinsr 
fault with every one around me. I consider that this mortS 
condition was not accidental, but purely a pathological state, pro* 
duced, and kept up by the action of the medicine. Previous to the 
22nd, this state assumed an intermittent form, but after that 
date, it was unchanged for several days^ and was one of the 
most constant and marked efiects. 

October 26th, — No medicine has been taken since the 22d. Pain 
in the lumbar region, about the upper part of the sacrum and 
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pelvis. Thege pains daring the last twenty-fonr hoars hare been 
more constant and severe than at any other time; the pain in 
the back seems more troublesome at night than daring the day.'' 
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This well-known plant is indigenoas« It has a perennial root^ 
which is the officinal portion. It consists of a tortnoas, knotty caa- 
dex, with numerous iong fibers, and is of a bright yellow color 
internally. The plant is found growing in shady woods, in rich soil, 
and in damp meadows, in different parts of the United States, but is 
more abundant west of the Alleghanies. It flowers in May and 
June. The root in its fresh state is juicy, and when dried looses 
much of its weight. Its odor is strong and somewhat narcotic, 
with a very bitter taste. Its virtues are imparted to water and 
alcohol. A peculiar nitrogenous, crystallizable substance call^ 
JBydrastiny is considered the active principle of this plant. In homcBO- 
pathic practice we use /2t^ different preparations of this agent. 

(1.) A tincture and dilution of tne fresh root. This should be 
made with diluted alcohol. 

(2.) A trituration of the pulverized root. 

(3.) A trituration of the Sydraatin. 

(4.) A glycerole made with the tincture* 

(5.) A cerate. 

The Hydrastin is not considered to possess all the virtues of the 
root. It stands in the same relation to it, as Quinine does to 
Peruvian Bark (China). It possesses all the tonio properties of the 
root, but not aU the peculiar specific action on the mucous tissues, 
which is possessed by the preparations of the root. We ought to 
have a good proving of both preparations. 

Gknbral Efpecps. — ^There is no medicine in use in eclectic prac- 
tice about which there is sach a general unanimity of opinion as 
to its therapeutical effects. The nnequivocal testimony is that it is. 

(1.) A mild, certain, and permanent ionic ; 

(2.) An aUerative to all the mucous surfaces, and indeed to all 
tissues with which it is brought in contact. Whem we come to 
speak of special indications, its various applications in disease will 
be fully considered. I hope to be able to show that this agent, so 
truly valuable even in empirical practice^ is realy homoeopathic to 
nearly every condition for which it has been used successfuUv by 
eclectic physicians. The allopaths seem to know or care but little 
about this remedy. Wood thus mentions it in his Dispensatory. 
^^ It probably possesses the ordinary virtues of the vegetable bitterSy. 
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flDDd is Mid to be employed «l a tonio in some parts of the country*. 
Ja the form of inftision, it has been wed in the Western States as a 
topical application in ophthalmia, and the Indians are said to employ 
it m the same manner, in old nlcers of the le^. The notion of 
its efficacy in cancers, originating in a report which reached the late 
Professor Barton, that it was used in the cases of this complaint by 
the Cherokees, is probably altos^ether groundless.'^ In his " Therar 
peutics" and "Practice'* Wobd does not mention it. In homoeo- 
pathic practice it has been used for a few years, bat only upon 
empirical data. ' , 

General Syhfyoms.— ^Tbis tmirenKd'testiDlony of tho$e who have 
had experience in the use of Hydrastis, is, that it increases in a 
marked manner the physical strength^ and elevates the functions of 
the stomach, SB regards digestion, assimilation, etc. It probably in- 
creases the appetite, and acts in mkny *wkf» as China does when 
given during convalesksence from disease, or in diseased states cluu> 
acterized by debility. 

This is to the Eclectic, what Quinine is to the Allopath, and Ohiaa^ 
is to our own school. The first-named school look with surprise 
tipon the indifference with which this, their favorite tanie^ is treated 
by their, rival school. I have known eclectics In lar^e ^ractioe| 
rely upon it almost to the exclusion of Quinine or l^alicine, m inter- 
mittents and other malarious f^Vers. They usually prescribe one 
drachm of the tincture or fluid extrabt, or one or two grains (even 
as high as six grains) of Hydrastin, every one, two, or fourhours^ aA 
the case seems to demand, and assert that it alwa3rs acts as a pttr» 
tonicy and that its effects are not attended with any stimulatiod of 
the circulation, or congestion of the brain, as is the oase with 
Quinine. Yet, curiously enough, English homcBopathists assert-that a 
*^few drops of the mother tincture will cause a senssition of ph^dical 
prostration." It could not do this hjitAprimarf/ action, like china — 
Its scondary effect may be prostration. Drs. McLimont and Mk&r^ton 
state that ^*one of us has for upwards of a month at a time, endeavor- 
ed by experiment, to ascertain its pathogenesis; but we have b^en 
unable to 4Yidt any very decided symptoms, except upon the seii-< 
sorium and heart, which were affected for a very short time, by 
doses of hali^'an ounce and upwards, smaller quantities appeariiig; 
to pass off without any effect at all.'? Tlie tincture used by the gentle^ 
men must have been of a very poor quality, or half an ounce'would 
have shown its effec^ts in quite a decided manner. They state, how- 
ever, that they '^khow of no medicine which has caused so gt^ an 
improvement in the general health of out cancer patients as has 
this, an improvement which, in most ciises, has become visible in the 
bettered expression of the countenance, tb all who had previously 
known the patients." 

It is appropriate in this place, that I should give some account 
of the use of Hydrastis in cancers by our English colleagues. In. the 
October No., 1&63, of the JBrUUh Jourml o/ JBomcBopathy^ we 
find an article entitled, " Cancer ; its Pathology, etc.,*' by Drs. 
McLimont and Marston. After mentioning other remedies, as 
Arsenicum, Aurum, Hyoscyamus, Conium, and Carbo. veg., they pro- 
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ceed to notice the Golden Seal. They say : " We are not sure who 
it was that first adopted and recommended the use ofHydrastis o^ 
but have reason to believe that this application of the root was first 
made in America." We have looked throneh the various works 
published in this country, in which this plant nas been noticed, but 
do not recollect that it is once mentioned as having been used in 
cancerous affections. King, Jones and Scudder, Eost, and others, 
mention that it possesses a marked action upon mucous surfaces, 
and is curative in ulceration, chronic inflammation, etc., of those sur- 
faces; also old ulcers on the extremities, etc. In domestic practice 
it is used somewhat as we use Arnica, as an application to oruises, 
abrasions, and sprains. The first mention of the use of Hydrastis 
in cancer is found in the eariier numbers of the British JoumdL 
Dr. Bayes and Dr. Pattison both reported cases cured with an 
external application of the drug. But Dr. P. published his cases in a 
pamphlet, much as the cancer doctors of this country publish their 
wonderful cures, and there was much room left for doubt, as to the 
genuineness of the statements. Drs« McLimont and Marston do 
not, however, rely entirely upon the use of Hydrastis alone, but 
consider it necessary to " enucleate*' the tumor. This process of 
enucleation is described in full (see page 628). Hydrastis was 
applied to the tumor, after it had been mcised. But it will seem 
strange to American homoBopathbts, who have always loked upon 
their English brethren with something akin to reverence, when they 
learn the manner of its application. "A piece of lint is applied to 
the surface, spread with equal parts of a paste composed of a 
strong decoction of Hydrastis root, chloride of zinc^ ana flour ^ and 
stramonium ointmefit.''^ Shade of Hahnemann, have mercy upon 
English homoBopathists ! Is this HomoBopathy? What, in the 
name of common sense, can a mild, non-caustic medicine like 
Golden Seal do, mixed up with such caustics and narcotics as chlo- 
ride of zinc and stramonium? Is the JBritish Journal so badly in 
want of original articles, as to be obliged to publish such absurdity 
under the name of homoeopathy ? It is equally ridiculous with old 
school practice. If the Hydrastis was to be tested, why not do it 
in a proper manner, by applying it in a concentrated form to the 
diseased part? In some of the cases reported, a ^Motion" of 
Golden Seal was applied with apparent good effect. Of the consti- 
tutional treatment they say: "This*' — the Hydrastis — "is the 
medicine upon which we chiefly rely in our treatment of cancer, 
usually putting our patients under a course of it for a month or so, 
before commencing the enucleation of the mass. Our doses vary 
from one or two drops of the sixth dil., to drop doses of the mother 
tincture; the lower forms being used chiefly in those cases in which 
the cachectic condition is fully marked ; and we must confess that 
we know of no medicine which has caused so great an improve- 
ment in the general health of our patients as has this. We con- 
tinue the medicine during the whole of the treatment, and for soma 
weeks after. ^ In some cases, however, the ulceration has extended 
into such parts as to prevent much treatment by the application of 
the paste, and here we have obtained much good from the Hydras- 
32 
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tia lotion, combined with its internal administration; the pain 
decreases, the foetor diminishes, the dischai^e is lessened, and the 
tilceration progresses less rapidly. * * Onr experience, on the 
If hole seems to lead to the copclasion, that for the most part the 
health (as connected with the disease) improves more rapidly under 
Arsenicum than under Hydrastis, while on the other hand, 
the local condition participates more decidedly in this amendment 
when Hydrastis is taken.'' Several example cases are given to 
illustrate the curative effects, a few of which we condense: 

Cctse 1. — ^A lady had observed for some years a hard substance 
in her right breast, which, for a few montlis before coming under 
treatment had rapidly increased in size, and had become so painful 
as to prevent all rest by night. On examination, a tumor of strong 
hardness, and about the size of a duck's egg, was discovered in the 
upper portion of the left breast. It was non-adherent, but the skin 
was slightly puckered, and the nipple retracted. Another physician 
had cidled the tumor a malignant one. Hydrastis sixth was 
administered in drojp doses, ^e pun was at once relieved. The 
enucleation of the tumor, however, was decided upon. The wound 
speedily cicatrized, and the patient remains perfectly free from 
disease. 

Case 2. — ^^A lady had suffered for six months from a swelling in 
the left breast. The pain— which was compared to knives thrust 
into the part — ^had become almost unbearable, and the patient was 
already beginning to assume that worn appearance so characteristic 
of the cancerous diathesis. The tumor, which attained a consider^ 
able size, was hard, heavy, and adherent to the skin, which was 
dark, mottled, and very much puckered, the nipple also being much 
retracted. The patient was at once advised to come to town for 
the enucleation of the tumor. This, however, her circumstances 
prevented, and without any expectation of affording much relief, a 
lotion of Hydrastis was ordered, with the internal use of the same 
medicine. The pain almost immediately ceased, and the tumor so 
sneedilv decreased in size that at the end of two months it had 
altogether disappeared, leaving but the puckered skin, which had 
otherwise regained its natural appearance. When we last heard of 
tfiis patient me continued perfectly well. It is needful to state that 
her health rapidly improved under the treatment, and that her 
countenance regained the aspect of health." This is a notable case, 
and if the Hydrastis will always act as well, it will prove a great 
boon to humanity. 

Ten cases are given, in which the Hydrastis was used. In most 
cases it relieved the pain, and in some it checked the process of 
the disease. The writers claim that it failed to give reliei in no 
case. They predict great advantage from the use of this medicine. 
But we protest against its combination with powerful caustics and 
anodynes, if we are to have all the good effects of the " paste '' 
attributed to the Hydrastis. I would isuggest that American homoeo- 
pathists test the pure paste of Hydrast^ (pulv. root) applied to the 
" incised "tumor, or the lotion, or even a strong cerate, giving at 
the same time the remedy internally. The Hydrastis is also recom- 
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mended for Lupas. • Three caseS) says Drs. McL. and M., have 
been treated successfully with it. 

I have been treating a case of soirroas of the breast by the use 
of Hydrastis. The lady had a scirrous tumor extirpated from the 
right breast six years previously. Three months before I was con- 
sulted she noticed a small induration, or tumor, near the site of the 
one which had been extirpated. It gradually increased in size and 
became very painful. The pain was lancinating, and extended up 
to the shoulder and down the arms. I applied a lotion of Hydrastis, 
one-tenth in water, and ordered her to take five drops of the one- 
tenth three times a day. It is now one month since she commenced 
its use. The pain ceased the first week, and the tumor has 
decreased rapidly in size. Dr. H. M. Saxton, of St. Joseph, Mich., 
writes me that he has had considerable experience in the use of 
Hydrastis as an external application; and gives the following cases 
illustrating its use : 

Case 1. — ^A girl seven or eight years of age fell, and lacerated 
the scalp above the left temple. The wound was several inches in 
length, in the form of a crescent. It suppurated, and became aC 
troublesome sore. After cleansing the surface, the Hydrastis, in fine 
powder, was applied. It checked the suppuration, allayed the 
mflammation, and under its use, the ulcer healed in a few days. 

Case 2. — Was an ulcer from a bum, on the back of a child's 
hand. It was much inflamed, very painftil ; she could hardly move 
her wrist. The powdered Hydrastis was applied lightly. Although 
the child irritated it a good deal, it soon healed, and left the cutidd 
smooth, and without a cicatrix. 

Case 3. — Infantile Intertrigo. "Excoriation in the folds of 
the neck." The dry powder was applied, and it healed in three 
days. 

As a wash, one part of tl\e tincture to ten of watet I 
have found more useful in obstinate excoriation of the skin, in 
children, than Arnica. Glycerine is a better vehicle than water. 
The Glycerole of Hydrastis is used with great advantage in cases 
of intertrigo, sore nipples, and ulcerated sur&ces. While Amies 
seems specific for contusions, with extravasations, and Oalendulit 
for incised and lacerated wounds, even when unhealthy suppura^ 
tion ensues, the Hydrastis seems the best remedy ^r cnronio 
ulcers, arising from either of the above causes, or from burns, 
scalds, or some diseases of the skin. 

8kin. — Enough has been said above to indicate the conditions 
of the skin, etc., for which Hydrastis is indicated. It is probably 
not specific against any idiopathic diseases of the skin, but only iot 
some of the effects of such diseases. It has been found useful 
against lupus^ psoriasis, rhagades, and excoriations. It may be 
employed as a simple lotion, a glycerole, or in the form of a cerate. 
If the general condition of the system is cachectic its internal use 
will be found beneficial. 

Sleep.— A wakened, several times during the nigbt by severe 
pains in the small of the back, and hypogastric region, with dull 
pain in the umbilicus. 
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f erer. — Chilly sensation all ni^ht, notwithstanding abundance of 
coTering ; chilliness, with aching m the back and limbs. 

CuNiCAi* Rem ARKS.— Its use in Intermittent fevers has already 
been aUuded to. It is most serviceable in quotidians^ when there 
is considerable gastric dLstarbance, jaundice, and a general cachectic 
condition. Also in cases whe^e mercury and quinine have been 
used injuriously. In the debility which follows gastric, bilious^ and 
typhoid fever, it will be found very usefuL 

M lad' — ^Feel very sad and eloomy. 

Head. — ^Dull, heavy frontu headache ; constant dull headache, 
with pain in the hypogastrinm and small of the back of a dull 
aching character ; duU frontal headache present most of the time. 

Clinical Rehabks. — ^I have found it useful in headache from 
gastric difficulties, those arising from dyspepsia, and in those 
m)ntal headaches which occur m chronic catarrh. It has been 
found curative in headache from habitual constipation. 

lyes. — Mucous membrane of the eyelids much congested ; dis- 
eharge of large quantities of thick white mucus ; profuse secretion 
of tears ; eyelids agglutinated together : mucous membrane of lids 
congested ; smarting of the eyes ; bummg of the eyes and lids. 

Clinical Rkmasks. — ^We find here distinctly manifested, the 
specific action of Hydrastis. It affects all mucous membranes, that 
w the eyes seems to be prominently affected by the pathogenetio 
influence of the drug. We also find that this remedy has been 
used very successfully by eclectic practitioners, in diseases of the 
eyes. In catarrhal conjunctivitis, after the acute stage has passed^ 
it has been used as a collyrium with unequivocal benefit. JBRng 
advises it in opacity of the cornea. Jones and Scudder assert that, 
^ A decoction of it is very useful as a detergent and antiphlogistic 
application to the eyes, either in acute or chronic inflammation ; in 
acute ophthalmia we have obtained much advantage from applying 
a poultice of equal parts of Hydrastis and ulmus fulva, wet with 
cold water ; it relieves the pain and burning, and in manv mild 
cases will effect a cure without any other application, ux the 
chronic form of the disease we employ it without the ulmus fulva, 
directing a large poultice to be applied to the affected eye upon 
gobg to bed, and retained on through the night, wetting it occa- 
sionally with water if it becomes dry.'' Were it not for the sense- 
less combinations which they use, some valuable clinical experience 
might be gleaned from the works of writers on eclectic medicine. 
From the above testimony as to the use of Hydrastis in Ophthalmia, 
we may deduce some practical suggestions. The " eye symptoms" 
noticed by the provers show that Hydrastis is an analogue of Pul- 
satilla, Euphrasia, Hepar sulphur and Sepia. The two former 
correspond more particularly to acute catarrhal inflammation, while 
the la]bter, and Hydrastis are more appropriate to the chronic con- 
dition, (^tbusa effects the eyes sinularly to Euphrasia.) Pulsa- 
tilla is but indicated when the discharge is thic^ mucus, or even 
muco-purnlent, and there may be superficial ulceration of the con- 
junctiva. Bat the discharge for which Hydrastis is indicated, 
proceeds from a more obstmate catarrhal inflammation, in which 
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ulceration is a prominent symptom. It is a little strange that the 
above mentioned writers do not mention or advise the use of this 
remedy internally in Ophthalmic diseases. It may be remarked, 
however, that the older allopathic writers do not mention the 
internal use of Pulsatilla or Euphrasia, although they used them as 
topical agents, in the same diseases for which we use them. 

Dose,, etc, — In acute conjunctivitis give the third dilution, and 
apply about the same attenuation, (in distilled water), to the 
eyes. In the chroni<j, attended with ulceration, use the one-tenth 
or one-hundredth internally and as a coUyrium. 

Nose. — Very much stuffed up; constant discharge of thick white 
mucus from the nose ; constant coryza with profuse secretion of 
tears ; obstruction of the nasal passages with frequent coryza ; 
constant coryza with frontal headache ; (B) ^^ excessive secretion 
from the mucous membrane of the nose, so much so that the 
secretions were removed in long tenacious shreds or pieces." — 
i^lng.) 

Clinical Remabks. — ^This last symptom, which I find in King's 
Disp., shows very clearly the sphere of action of the drug ; also 
that the mucous membrane of the nose is specifically affected ; this 
symptom was caused by internal administration. For several years 
I have been in the habit of treating chronic nasal catarrhs, ozaena, 
and diptheritic affections of the nose, with Hydrastis. In simple' 
catarrh, the second dil. may be given internally and used as an 
injection into the^ nostrils, two or three times ^ day. When there 
is ulceration the first dec. trituration will afford more satisfactory 
results. In Ozaana, it may be used still stronger, and in alter- 
nation with injections of Baptisia, giving at the same time 
internally, Iodide of Arsenic, or Nitric ac. In acute coryza, 
with copious secretion of white mucus and tears, nightly chilliness, 
despondency, etc., I would suggest the use of the high potencies^ 
Its internal and topical apphcation may prove of benefit in nasal 
polypi. If its asserted power of discussing scirrous and other 
tumors be but substantiated, it niay prove useful in Qancer of thei 
nose. 

Moath. — ^Large apthous sore on the mucous membrane of the 
under lip ; flat taste in the mouth ; ^^ excessive secretion of tena- 
cious mucus from the buccal mucous membrane, so profuse that it 
may be removed in long tenacious shreds.'' — (King.) 

Clinical Bsmabks. — We have here the same blenorrhagio 
symptoms noticed under " JSTose?^ Hydrastis has always been a 
favorite domestic remedy in ^'sore mouth." Many physicians use 
it in all forms of stomatitis with alleged success. It has been found 
useful in common apthous stomatitis of children ; in simple ulcera- 
tion of the buccal mucous membrane ; in mercurial sore mouth ; and 
in stomatitis materna. I have witnessed the most obstinate varieties 
of these affections^ yield to the local application of Hydrastis in 
decoction or powder, afler the mineral acids, astringents, nitrate of 
silver of the old school, and even homoeopathic remedies had been 
tried in vain. The best method of appUcation is to put one drachm 
of the tincture into half a pint of water, use this as a wash every 
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four hoars; enough will be swallowed or absorbed, to exert its 
specific constitutional action. 

In Dr. Ludlam's report on *' stomatitis matema. (Trans* HI. 
Horn. Society) mention is madie of the use of this remedy in that 
disease. Dn Murch has been very successful in many cases, using 
it as a wash, and the dry powder applied to ulcers in the mouth. 

Favces, Throat, etc.— Angling and smarting in the throat ; 
hawking up of tenacious, yellow or white mucus, with rawness of 
the fauces ; some pain on swallowing, as from excoriation. 

CLnncAL Bemabks. — ^It is a &yorite remedy with many homod- 
opathic phyacians in the West, as a gargle in cases of simple 
ulcerated sore throat ; also in Angina with ulceration, when accom- 

Sanying scarlatina; it does not, like Baptisia, remove the foetor in a 
irect manner, but its curatiye effect ovef the ulceration tends to 
remove any putre&ctive condition. I consider it as useful in 
Dipheheriay as any remedy we are acquainted with. (Use as 
directed under ** Mouth.'') The pathogenetic symptoms are quite 
similar to those for which Dr. Gray, of New York, so highly recom- 
mendsMerc. lodatus; and the pathological condition, namely, inflam- 
mation and engorgement, with profuse secretion of mucus from the 
mucous follicles of the throat, very much resemble the condition 
which Mercurius causes. In sonie varieties of CAron/c Angina, 
'we find the mucous membrane of the fauces studded with round, 
protuberant spots, of a red color, as if injected with blood, and the 
patients complains of an aggravation from the least exposure to 
cold. For this state of the throat Hepar sulphur is generally 
prescribed, but its permanent curative effect is much aidea by the 
mtemal and local use of Hydrastis. SyphUitic Angina^ has been 
benefited by the use of this medicine ; mdeed, in its action on the 
glfloids of the mucous membrane, Hydrastis is an analogue of the 
mercurials. There is a kind of sore throat, which often attends 
dyspepsia; it is sometimes known as ** bilious sore throat," although 
the name is inappropriate; it is a sympathetic disorder, arising from 
irritation of the stomach and lower portions of (Esophagus ; fer this 
troublesome affection, the Hydrastis internally is an excellent 
remedy. 

Gastric Symptoms, — ^Eructations of sour fluid ; faint feeling at 
the stomach ; dull aching pain in the stomach, which causes a very 
weak, faintish feeling ; burning pain in the umbilical region, wit^ a 
faintish ^* goneness ''in the epigastric region; cutting pain in the 
stomach. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^This remedy seems likdy to prove as 
prominent a remedy for those conditions which are known under 
the name of dyspepsia, as Nux vomica. Sulphur, or Pulsatilla. We 
will glance at the testimony of eclectic physicians on this subject : 
" It is successfully administered in dyspepsia and chronic affections 
of the mucous coats of the stomach ; in chronic inflammation of 
the stomach it is very valuable ; it will be found of especial advan- 
tage in the treatment of persons who are intemperate, gradually 
removing the abnormal condition of the stomach, and m many 
instances destroying the appetite for liquor. — (King.) ** In 
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anorexia, indigestion, and general debility, arising from a 
languid, or atonic state of the stomach, it is unsurpassed, restoring 
tone to the stomach, promoting the appetite, and acting as a 
general restorative. It may also be employed in those cases of 
chronic gastritis and chronic irritation of the stomach with altered 
secretion, which constitute the worst and most persistent forms of 
dyspepsia. In acid indigestion the Hydrastis, associated with 
calcmed magnesia or prepared charcoid, will be found truly valuable, 
especially when attended with a torpid condition of the bowels. 
In those sympathetic diseases of the digestive organs, arising from 
uterine disease, wo have obtained more benefit from t^is than from 
any other agent. — {Jones & Scudder Mat. Med*) ^^The cases in 
which we have known this plant used with most success, were 
atonic dyspepua, attended with torpidity of the liver; languid 
circulation, and constipated bowels.'^ (Prcfessor Lee^ Allopath.) 
The few pathogenetic symptoms which we have, point to its use 
in dyspepsia with acidity^ and dyspepsia from aJtony» The faint 
feelings is quite suggestive of congestion of the portal system ; but 
we should be guided, perhaps, more by the general action of 
Hydrastis upon mucous membranes. We know that it causes (1) 
lUenorrhagia ; (2) excoriation and ulceration {mperficial ?) ; and a 
condition simulating chronic inflammation. I have used this medicine 
in gastric disorders, for several years, and my experience, together 
with a knowledge of its general effects, lead me to consider it 
homoeopathic to the following conditions; I use the nomenclature 
of Dr. Chambers— (see Disorders of Digestion) : 

(1) Mucous Flux (chronic.) 

(2.) Excess of epithelium (chronic). 

(3.) The Anaemic state. 

(4.) Chronic Inflammation, (mucous). 

(5.) Ulcer of the stomach. 

(6.) Deficiency of gastric juice. 
It may prove of value in cancer, or scirrous of the stomach, if 
the experience of our English colleagues should be verified ; it 
palliates those symptoms of flatulence, distention, and painful 
digestion, so common to dyspeptics. 

Stomach and Bowels. — Slight pain in the umbilical re^on, with 
a hot sensation in the same parts ; severe cutting pain in the 
hypogastric region, extending into the testicle, where it is of a 
dull aching character, occurring after stool and accompanied by a 
very faint feeling ; constant distress in the umbilical region, with 
loud rumbling in the bowels ; dull pain in the hypogastrium and 
small of the back ; dull pain in the umbilicus, aggravated by moving, 
and accompanied by great rumbling in the bowels ; severe pains 
in the hypogastrium with very faint feeling following stool ; con- 
stant dull pain in the right side of umbilical region ; constant 
dull aching pain in the stomach that produces a gone, or faint 
feeling ; constant pain in the cardiac portion of the stomach, that 
produces a very weak, ^nt feeling ; severe cutting pains in the 
stomach and umbilical region ; at intervals sharp pain m the region 
oi the spleen, with constant dull pains in the Btomaoh and bowels. 
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accompanied by a hot barning sensation ; the aching pain in the 
umbilicus prevents my sleeping ; ^eat deal of pain in the nmbilical 
and coBcal regions, continuing all night, with pain in the whole 
bowels all the following day ; sharp pains in the region of the 
coecam. 

Clinicax. Remarks. — ^It will be well here, to inquire into the 
general action of Hydrastis upon the intestinal tube. It is not 
considered as a ccUhartic^ yet 1 have known large doses of the 

Eowdered root to act as a pur^tive. This, however, may have 
een in part owing to the irritating effects of the woody fibre in 
the powder, as the tincture does not, in quite lar^e quantities, have 
that effect. JKing says that in some instances *' it proves laxative, 
but without any astringency, and seems to act in therapeutical 
action between Rhubarb and bloodroot.'' Prof. Lee says it ^^ proves 
lincative to the bowels.'* Dr. Burt, who made a portion of this 
proving, writes me that he did not have any very loose stools 
auring the experiment ; that he did not notice any mucus in the 
evacuations ; the burning pain in the bowels was quite troublesome; 
but his proving was not continued a sufficient length of time to 
develope its peculiar blenorrhagic effects upon the intestinal 
mucous membranes. We feel safe in asserting that Hydrastis is 
not primarily or directly homoBopathic to diarrhceOy unless in the 
catarrhal, in which it should be used highly potentized ; but it is 
decidedly homoeopathic to the following conditions : 

(1) Chronic mucous flux of the intestines. (This condition has 
been treated under the name of intestinal catarrh, blenorrhcea of 
the bowels ) It seems to be a near analogue of Ammonicum muri- 
aticum in its effects upon mucous surfaces. 

(2.) Erosion, chronic ulceration, etc., with "defective absorp- 
tion;'' it is also , homoeopathic to flatulent colic; and pain in the 
bowels when accompanied by faintness. 

Stool. — Soft stool, followed by severe cutting pain in the hypo- 
gastrium, with dull aching in the testicles, accompanied by a very 
mint feeling ; soft, mushy stool, with great rumbling in the bowels. 
(Burt). Obstinate relaxation of the bowels; gripmg pains in the 
bowels; tenesmus. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — ^Prof. Lee (allopath), says this medicine 
has been used with most success in atonic dyspepsia, attended with 
languid circulation, torpidity of the liver, and constipated bowels. 
If it really proved curative in material doses, in constipation, it must 
be secondarily homoeopathic to that condition. The reports of our 
English colleagues seem to support this theory by actual cases. 
Dr. Hastings, Surgeon (British Horn. Journal, Vol. XVIII, page 
317,) writes : " My assistant, Mr. Clifford, uses it extensively in very 
* chronic and obstinate cases of constipation, and says, that a drop of 
the mother tincture, in water, first thing every evening, has been 
most effectual in these cases." The following cases, illustrating the 
use of Hydrastis can. in constipation, were reported by Dr. Roger- 
son in the British Journal, Vol. XVIIL, page 626: — 

Case 1. — " Margaret Shaw, aged thirty-eight, came to the dis- 
pensary, with the following symptoms:— for the last eight yeiirs, 
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she had been troubled with constipation, daring which time her 
bowels had never been moved more than once or twice a week, 
and then only by the aid of opening medicine. Castor oil and pills 

fenerally had been taken, consequently she complained of constant 
eadache, more especially in the mornmg; bad taste in the mouth ; 
foul tongue ; pain m the back and shoulders ; a sense of constric- 
tion in the hypogastric region, which was only relieved by 
openingmedicino; rather bilious; yellow comple^don ; skin smooth 
and dry ; great pain after each stool, which was of a hard nodula- 
ted consistence, and of a brown or gray color. I now ordered her 
to take SycL c, every morning and evening, and to leave off taking 
all opening or purgative medicines; after four days had elapse^ 
her headache, pain in the back and shoulders, were much better ; 
the bowels havmg moved. Four days afterward, the headache had 
entirely disappeared; free from pain; stool quite easy and healthy; 
yellow hue disappearing from the face ; the appetite much better, 
and at the end of four weeks she reported herself quite well." 

Gdse 2. *^ Sarah Howarth, aged twenty-nine, complaining of 
sore neck and throat, the latter much relaxed and inflamed, more 
especially the posterior part; headache, cough and spit; pain in 
side while stooping and rising from a recumbent position ; breath 
bad ; tongue foul and coated with a thick white fur ; appetite bad ; 
and bowels for some seven or eight weeks very much confined ; 
had been obliged .to resort to opening medicines every Saturday 
evening; they were generally moved three or four tinuBs every 
Sunday, and not again until the medicine was repeated on the 
following Saturday. She was ordered Hydrastis c. every morning 
and evening ; one week afterward, she felt rather better ; breath 
not so bad; tongue moist and more healthy; appetite increasing ; 
bowels moved every day since she commenced takmff the medicine; 
continued the Hydrastis; one week later she feels nearly well, 
excepting a slight pain while swallowing any food; bowels free 
from all uneasy sensation, and move every day ; appetite greatly 
increased and gaining strength every day ; contmued the medicine, 
which resulted in a perfect cure at the end of two weeks longer.^' 

Case 8,— Thomas Oscar, aiged forty-six. Has been for several 
months troubled with general anasarca— difficulty in making water, 
which was of a high color, depositing a cloudy sediment while 
standing; and having been in active service during the Crimean 
campaign was accustomed to sleeping out in the open air, and 
being so exposed for « series of weeks and months, suffered from 
an acute attack of rheumatic fever, which laid the foundation of 
his present illness ; his bowels for the last two months having been 
very much confined, so much so, that he was necessitated to resort 
to opening medicine once or twice a week. On my first visiting 
him, however, on the twenty-first of April, I prescribed Hydrastis 
every morning and evening. 

April 29th. — Has, since taking the medicine, had his bowels 
moved two or three times every day ; he also makes much more 
water — more freely and of a better color ; continue Hydrastis. 

May 4the — His bowels have been moved every day, with the 
33 
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except!6n of yesterday ; his water increases ; tongne better ; deeps 
Very well, and feels in every respect great reliet from his former 
sufferings ; continue Hydrastis ev^ry morning. 

May 26. Bowels more quiet, regular; swelUng much diminished; 
water &eer, clear and copious; feels now nearly well; continue 
Hydrastis every other morning." 

" The above cases are only a few of the many in which I have 
tried it with great success ; it seems to act most beneficially on 
those who have undergone, or constantly resort to a course of 
opening medicine'; it also seems to act best on those who have 
spent an active life, but have become of sedentary habit.*' It is to 
be regretted that Dr. Bogerson did not give the doses he used. 
Hydrastis is indicated in some forms of dysentery ; in mucous 
enteritis when of a catarrhal character, and the inflammation 
sub-acute, the Hydrastis at the third dilution will prove curative. 
In chronic enteritis, when the discharges are tenacious, slimy, and 
accompanied with tenesmus ; or when the fseces are in the form of 
hard balls, coated over with yellowish, tough mucus; this medicine 
will be of service in the first and second potency. The topical 
application of the remedy must not be forgotten in these cases. 
Enemas of Hydrastis will be found useful^ and will bring about a 
cure unaided, or at any rate materially aid its internal action ; 
when the disease is located in the rectum, this form of application 
will be found particularly beneficial. 

In TTlceration of the rectum, occurring after bad cases of 
dysentery, the local application of Hydrastis will effect prompt 
cures; also, in Jlssure of anus. (The cerate will be the best 
preparation in these cases). 

In JEToemorrhoidSy this plant has soiAe reputation. Reliable 
practitioners have assured me that they have cured the most 
obstinate cases by the alternate use of Hydrastis and Podophyllum, 
using enemas of Hydrastis every ni^ht. 

In JEtccoricUions of the arnts^ as it occurs in little children, or 
even adults, in diarrhoea and dysentery, no better remedy can 
be advised ; it should be used in the form of glycerols. 

Liver. — Our provings do not poipt to any pj^rticular symptoms, 
relating to the liver, but it is considered valuable in hepatic dis- 
orders, by the Eclectic school. 

Coe says: — "Upon the liver it acts with certainty and efficacy ; 
as a chologogue and deobstruent it has few equals ; it is of inesti- 
mable value in the treatment of chronic derangements of the liver 
and portal circulation; it seems to exercise an especial influence 
over the portal vein, and hepatic structure, generally; resolving 
biliary deposits ; removing obstructions; promoting secretion, and 
giving tone to the various functions. It may be relied upon with 
confidence for the relief of hepatic torpor. In intermittent fever, 
we have found it most reliable in those cases in which the 
prolongation of the disease depended upon a disordered condition 
of the functions of the liver.'' King does not mention its applicability 
to hepatic diseases. Other writers, however, recommend it in 
affections of that organ. If the Hver eliminates the principle of the 
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Hydrastis, we maj safely assert that it will disorder its fanctionsi 
I have quoted the above, to draw the attention of our school to its 
alleged uses. There is one condition of the liver, however, in which 
I consider the Hydrastis homoBopathically indicated ; I allude to 
to '^catarrhal inflammation of the mucous membranes lining the 
gall bladder, biliary ducts, etc. 

Urinary Organs. — ^Dull, aching sensation in the region of the 
kidneys ; dull, heavy weight in the lumbar region ; urine increased 
from twenty-eight to sixty ounces per day, and changed from an 
acid reaction to neutral.'* (B). 

Clinical Remarks. — No mention has been made of the diuretic 
action of Hydrastis, yet it would seem to have such effect ; it needs 
confirmation, however, and further proviugs may clear up the 
matter. From analogy, it is more than probable, this medicine has 
the same effect upon the mucous membranes of the urinary organs^ 
that it has upon the mouth, nose, and fauces, above alluded to. 
The rosinoid principle of the drug, may be eliminated through the 
kidneys, the same as Turpentine, Copaiva and others; if so, it 
would undoubtedly cause those blenorrhaglc conditions of the 
bladder, urethra, etc., for which it is considered almost a specific. 
Klng^ and every other Edectio writer on therapeutics, assert its 
^^ great value in gleet, chronic gonorrhoea, incipient stricture^ 
spermatorrhoea and inflammation and tihenxtion of the internal 
coat of the bladder J*^ "Many cases of ulceration of the internal 
coat of the bladder have been cured by the decoction of Hydrastis 
alone. It must be injected into the bladder, and held there as long 
as the patient can conveniently retain xt — ^to be repeated three or 
four times a day, immediately after emptying the bladder." It 
may be prepared as follows : Tincture Hydrastis, c, one drachm ; 
hot water, one pint ; inject about blood-heat. Its internal use 
alone would und!oubtedly cure the disease, but it would require a 
longer time. (I have cured cystic blenorrhoea with Copaiva, 
Chimaphila, and TJvBrursi internally.) 

In Gleet^ it is benefidal, used in the same manner as above recom- 
mended. Dr. Hastings, IT. S. Marine Hospital, San Francisco, Calit 
fornia, reports in the Pacific Journal^ hie treatment for Gonorrhoda. 
Patients in the acute stage are freely parged ; kept quiet ; placed on 
half rations for three days ; after which .they are allowed full diet.. 
The urethra from the time of the reception, is injected night and 
morning with a saturated infusion of fresh Hydrastis. He is first 
directed to urinate, and after the injection, to lie on his back for 
an hour or so to retain it. After the first purgation, no medicine is 
given internsdly. This treatment allays the chordee and ardor 
urinsB immediately, and in the coarse of a few days the disease is 
removed. Dr. H. says that, having used all kinds of treatment, he 
finds this produces a quicker cure, with less pain to the patient, 
than any other. Dr. Hastings has also en^ployed the Hydrastis as 
an injection into the bladder in Cystitis, For. this purpose, the 
temperature should be brought to bloodiheat, and about four ounces 
thrown in daily. The pain on micturition is remarkably relieved.'* 
From this crude treatment, we may draw some practical sugges- 
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tions. We can nee the Hydrastis in minnte quantities, with jnst as 
good effects as are gained from massive doses. Ih, Go^ says, it 
should be given internally in small and repeated doses in chronic 
inflammation of the blader. In congestion of the ureters, chronic 
suppression of urine, and gravelly affections, also in incontinence 
of urine, and diabetes, it will be found highly useful.'' This may 
be taken cum grano aalis. 

GeneratlTe Orsfans of Hen. — It is homccopatbic to chronic 
gonorrhoea, gleet, balanitis, balanorrhoba, etc For the debility after 
spermatorrhoBait is an admirable remedy. (See urinary organs.) 

lieneraiiTe Orgtns of Women. — We regret that we have no prov- 
ings of Iris v. upon women. But the clinical experience relating to 
use in some disordered states of the reproductive organs, is quite 
extensive. From its peculiar, specific action on other mucous 
tisues, we should consider it homoeopathic to conditions marked 
by abnormal secretSons, such as uterine and vaginal catarrh, or 
tmicm leucorrhcBa (which according to Tyler Smith is a hyper-se- 
cretion of the glandular portion of the cervix uteri). In this form of 
leucorrhoea the discharge is tenacious, sometimes hanging from the 
08, in a long viscid string. It should also be useful in epithelial 
abrasion of the 08 and cervix uteris aw<? fflr^awo, especially when 
tuperflcial ulceration is present. When these conditions are ac- 
companied with considerable debility, and disorder of the digestive 
functions, I have found the Hydrastis one of the best of medicines. 
It should be given internally, in the lower attenuations, and used as 
an injection, of about the strength of one drachm of the tincture to 
one pint or quart of water. The enema should be retained five 
minutes, repeated twice or three times a day. 

The following Eclectic testimony may not be inappropriate 
in this placJe:— "It is of singular efScacyin leucorrhoea when the 
complaint is complicated with hepatic aberration." — (Dr, Voe) 

" In those sympathetic affections of the digestive organs, arising 
from uterine diseases, we have obtained more benefit from it than 
from any other agent. Not only does it exercise a tonic influence 
upon the digestive organs, but if there is one agent more thaiif 
another that deserves the name of uterine tonie^ we believe that 
this is the agent. As a vaginal injecion in leucorrhoea, or inflamma- 
tion, (J. & S. Met. Med.,) of the cervix uteri, it has no superior." 

Dr. H. M. Saxton, of St, Joseph, writes me that he has used it 
very successfully in various forms of leucorrhoea. Very many other 
practitioners of our school consider it indicated in this class of 
affections, not from any special affinity for the generative organs, 
but by its general sphere of action, both as a restorative, and from 
its power to influence the conditions of mucous membranes. 

Catarrhal Symptoms, etc.— Dull, frontal headache, with frequent 
coryza and constant secretion of tears; nose very much stuffed up; 
constant tickling of the larynx, with a dry harsh cough ; chilliness; 
itching of the back and limbs; eyes smart and bum; scraping 
sensation in the larynx ; constant rough, hacking cough. 

Clinical Remabks. — Although our eclectic colleagues recom- 
mend it in ^^all. chronic, and even acute inflammations of mucous 
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membranes," yet they make no mention of its use in catarrh of the 
air passages. The above pathogenetic symptoms point directly to 
its effects on the respiratory tract. It causes many notable catarrhal 
symptoms. I would reccommend it, theoretically, in acute catarrhs- 
na^al, laryngeal and bronchial (in the sixth dil.), also in chronic 
catarrhs of those passages. It is homosopathio when the discharge 
is thick, yellowish, very tenacious, '^stringy," and profuse. In 
these cases the low attenuations should be used, aided when 
practicable by the topical application in the form of injection. In the 
bronchial catarrh of old people, with debility, loss of appetite 
cachectic conditions, it should prove very useful. 

Back and Upper Extremities.— Aching in the lower region; 
weariness in the arms. 

Clinical Rsmabks. — ^I once treated a lady, during her clima- 
cteric period, whose chief complaint was an intense CLching pain in 
the small of the back. This pain sometimes changed to a burning. 
The profuse menses, were lessened with Platina; the nervous 
symptoms by Lachesis and Pulsatilla, but neither these nor Sepia 
relieved the pain in her back. Upon the recommendation of a nurse 
she drank a decoction of Hydrastis, with the effect of removing 
the back-ache in a few days. The cure seemed permanent. 

Lower Bxtremltles.-— Legs feel very^ weak, and ache ; psdn in the 
small of the back ; severe pain in the right knee, lasting ail day, and 
much aggravated by walkmg ; dull aching in the loins. 

Clinical Remabks. — ^In irritable Seers on the legs, this 
medicine may be used in the form of a very weak wash, also 
internally. In indolent ulcers, a stronger preparation, even the 
pure tincture would be more useful. 

DB. BUET'S PBOVING OF HYDBASTIS. 

Nov. 9th. — ^Feeling well, bowels regular once a day; urine 
natural ; took ten grains 8. p. h., all day constant, slight pain in 
the umbilical region, with a hot sensation in the same parts, 7. p. m., 
soft stool, followed by severe cutting pains in the hypogastric region 
and dull aching pains in the testicles, accompanied with a very faint 
feeling ; eructations of sour fluid ; dull-heavy weight iu the lumbar 
region. 

Nov. 10th. — ^I'eeling well, 9. a.m., took twenty grains 12 m.; 
dull, heavy, frontal headache; constant distress in the umbilical 
region, with loud rumbling in the bowels ; dull aching sensation in 
the region of the kidneys ; took fifteen grains 5. p. m., dull head- 
ache ; slight constant, pain in the umbilical region ; dull pain in the 
region of the kidneys; took forty grains; constant dull headache, 
with great deal of- dull pain in the hypogastric region and small of 
the back ; slight stool, with a faint feeling afterwards ; legs feeling 
very weak, and ache ; urinated twenty-eight oz. acid. 

Nov. 11th. — Awoke several times in the night, with severe pain 
in the small of the back and hypogastric region, and dull pain in the 
umbilical region, aggravated by motion, with great rumbling in 
the bowels; stool at 6. a. m., soft, papescent, followed by a very 
faint feeling and severe pains in the hypogastric region ; dull head- 
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acbe; eyes secreted large quantities of thick white mnoas; maoons 
membrane of the eyelids good deal congested ; nose very much 
stuffed up ; slight hacking cough, with a scraping sensation in the 
larynx; tookfiily grains at 10. a. m. 5. p. u^ constant dull frontal 
headache; nose secreting constantly a thick white mucus; constant 
rough hacking cough ; soft mushy stool at 2.p.ic. with great rumbling 
in the bowels ; constant coryza ; my right knee has pained me very 
severely all day— walking aggravates it very much ; took sixty gnu 
9. p. H., there has been constant dull headache; frequent coryza 
with profuse secretion ot tears ; nose running constantly a thick 
white mucus ; constant, slight, hacking cough ; constant dull pain 
in the umbilical region; soft mushy stool;. urinated forty-two oz. 
acid— heat has no effect upon it. 

Nov. 12th. — Slept well; eyelids agglutinated together ; mucous 
membrane of the hds congested ; obstruction of the nose with 
thick mucus; frequent coryza; slight, hacking, rough cougl^; 
constant dull pain in the right side of the umbilical region; sdft 
mushy stool ; dull aching in the loins ; apthae-like sore on the mucous 
membrane of the under lip; took seventy grains at 10. a. m., 12. k,* 
there is a constant, dull, aching pain in the stomach, that produces a 
gone or faintish feeling; dull, frontal, headache 5. p. k., there. has 
been constant pain in the cardiac portion of the stomach, that 
produces a very weak, fsdntish feeling ; soft mushy stool ; feeling 
very sad and gloomy ; took eighty grains ; constant pain in the 
stomach and umbilical region all the evening ; dull heavy back-ache ; 
urinated thirtynsix oz., acid. 

Nov. 13th. — ^Awoke a number of times with severe cutting 
pains in the stomach and unibilical region; nose stuffed up; 
apthse is better; soft papescent stool; 10. a. m., took 100 grains; 
12. M., constant dull pain in the umbilical region by spells quite sharp 
pains in the region of the spleen ; feeling very gloomy ; all the 
afternoon, dull pains in the stomach and bowels, with sharp pains in 
the region of the spleen, accompanied with a hot sensation ; 4.P . m., 
took seventy drops of the tincture ; constant dull burning pains all 
the evening, cramps in the umbilical region, with smartmg of the 
eyes ; urinated forty-one oz., slightly acid. 

Nov. 14th,— The dull, heavy aching pains in the umbilical region 
prevented me from sleeping, most of the night; dull heavy head- 
ache ; eye-lids agglutinated together ; mucous membr^me congested; 
nose stuffed up ; soft mushy stool ; 9. a. m., took fifty drops of 
Tildens fluid extract ; 12. m., there has been constant, dull, burning 
pain in the umt)ilical region, accompanied with a faintish goneness 
in the epigastric region ; dull frontal headache ; burning in the eyes ; 
took seventy-five drops ; same symptoms .were present all day ; 
urinated sixty-one oz., slightly acid. 

Nov. 15th.— Was very chilly all night, notwithstanding I had 
an abundance of clothes over me ; great deal of pain in the 
umbilical and cocum region all night ; pain .all day in the whole 
of the bowels ; soft, mushy stool ; urinated fifty oz. 

Nov. 16th. — ^Feeling quite well. 
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IRIS VERSICOLOR. 

{Blue Hag.) 

Descbiptton,— This indigenous species of Iris has a perennial, 
horizontal, fibrous root, and a stem two or three feet high, round 
on one side, acute on the other, and frequently branchipg. The 
leaves are sheathing at the base, sword-shaped, and striated. The 
flowers are from two to six in number, and are usually blue, or pur- 
ple, though varying much in color. The dajjsule l^as three valves, 
IS divided into three cells, and when mature, is oblong, three-sided, 
with obtuse angles, and contsdns numerous flat seeds. The Blue 
Flag is found in all parts of the United States and Canada, flourish- 
ing in low wet places, and flowers in June. The root is the medic- 
inal portion and yields its virtues to water, but more especially to 
alcohol. 

Medical History. — ^It is probable that its employment as a 
remedial agent, was first suggested to the profession by the Indians, 
who, it is said, value it as one of their most powerful medicines. 
Indeed, so important a place does it hold in their estimation, that a 
traveler among the tribes in Georgia and Florida, mentions having 
seen ah artificial pond in almost every village, covered with a lux- 
uriant growth of the JTm, and which was constructed especially for 
its cultivation. In times of prevailing sickness, they would partake 
freely of a decoction of the root, which, together with prayer and 
fasting, they considered an efficient guard against an attack of the 
epidemic. In allopathic practice it has been considered useful in 
dropsical aflections, on account of its power as a diuretic, but it is 
more especially mentioned in the books as a cathartic and emetic, 
and is highly spoken of by some physicians for the promptness and 
certainty of its action in the direction its classification indicates. 
Dr. Bigelow states that he has found it efficacious as a purgative, 
though inconvenient from the distressing nausea and prostration 
which it is apt to occasion. 

DB. "WM. H. BURT's PBOVING WITH IBIS. 

May 15th. — ^Took three grains of the green root at 3 p. m.; the 
acrid property was strongly marked ; back part of the mouth and 
fauces felt on fire all the afternoon, with profuse flow of saliva; 
8, p. M., took three more grains ; slept well, but had a discharge of 
semen with amorous dreams, something I am not accustomed to. 

May 16th. — Mouth and tongue feel as though they had been 
scalded, natural stools ; anus feels sore, or as if sharp points were 
sticking in the parts ; 8 a. m.; took ten grains ; so acrid it was 
with difficulty that I could get my breath ; constant discharge 
of ropy saliva dropped from my mouth during conversation ; con- 
stant distress in the anus, feeling as if it was prolapsed. 1 p. h.; 
took twenty grains of the dried root ; no acridness to it, great 
distress in the stomach half an hour after taking it ; lasted two 
hours ; no other symptoms. 

May l7th. — ^Took thirty drops of a poor tincture ; no symptoms, 
except that the next morning I awoke inkling very irritable. 



S64 IfEW HOMCEOPAfeiC COVINGS. 

1 

May I8th. — ^Took fotty grsdns of the green root ; fifteen minutes 
after, profose flow of saliva and tears ; mouth and stomach feel on 
fire ; almost impossible to breathe, it is so acrid ; one half hour of 
great pain and distress in the stomach; it is awful to bear; con- 
tinuea all the afternoon and evening ; it is not a sharp pain, but an 
awful, burning distress; appears to be deep in the region of the 
pancreas, cold water does not touch it; profuse flow of saliva all 
day ; constant eructations of tasteless gas ; sleep ; very restless all 
night, with bad dreams^ 

May lOth.-^Awoke at 4 a. m., with gireat rumbling and 
distress in the umbilical and hypogastric regions, and with great 
desire for stool, followed immediately by a copious, thin, watery 
stool, wluch could not be retained a moment without mudi pain ; 
mouth feels as if it had been scalded |Ongue thick and rough. 
6 A. H., another thin, watery stool, with great rumbling in the 
bowels; no appetite; loss of taste. 11 a. m., took forty grains; 
acridness not Mt so much. 1 p. m., in great distress in the epi- 
gastric region ; the distress is horrible to endure ; profuse flow 
of saliva. 2.30 p. m., the distress in the epigastric region is still 
increasing ; very restless ; cannot be still one moment ; think I 
cannot live ; very much frightened ; copious discharge of thin 
water from the bowels, but no abatement of the awful agony in the 
epigastric region ; inhaled chloroform, which gave a little relief. 
8.15) P. H., another large stool of water, tinged v^ith bile; the 
water ran from the bowels in a continuous stream; nearly two 
quaru^ of water passed ; there was great rumbling in the bowels, 
but no pdn; this gaVe great relief; felt auite well at bed-time; 
sleep, Ver^ restless ; amorous dreams, with discharges of semen. 

May 2t)th» — Very irritable through the day'; otherwise quite 
well. I had constant eructations of tasteless gas during the whole 
period. 

June 9th, — Tbok fifty grains of the green root, chewed it, 
and swallowed the juice, at 11.30 X, h.; immediately a great 
burning distress in the epigastric region, but not much in the 
mouth ; profuse flow of saliva ; the hurtling in the stomach is 
awful ; cold water does not seem to reach it. 2.80 p. m., laige, 
yellow, papescent stool; with great rumbling, but no pain; five 
mmutes more, another large watery stool ; the burning in the pan- 
creas is fearful to endure ; constant rumbling in the bowels, but no 
sharp pains. 2.45, p. m., another watery stool with colicky pains 
in the epigastric region ; floni^ of saliva abating. 6.30, p. m., there 
has been severe colic in the epigastric and umbilical region for the 
last two hours; every few moments copious watery stool, with 
great rumbling in the bowels, 6 p. h., great pain and distress in 
the bowels, followed by a large watery stool ; still the pain con- 
tinues; begiUito feel very faint and exhausted; knees weak and 
tremble. 6.30, p. m., another watery Hstool ; anus feels on fire. 7, 
p. M., another watery stool, with disposition to strain and bear down ; 
great burning in the anus ; food rises very sour. 9, p. m., another 
watery stool with straining ; anus feels on fire ; becoming very 
much exhausted I was compelled tQ retire. At 4 Aw ac., great rumb- 
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ling in the bowels, with desire for stool ; had a profuse one of a 
watery nature ; followed by great stj^ing, with the passage of a 
little mucus. 5 a. m., another watery stool, followed by great 
straining, with the passage of blood and mucus. 5.30 a. m., 
itnother stool of mucus, streaked with blood, with great tenesmus. 
% A. M., stool of water and mucus with great straining ; mouth 
' xastes flat ; tongue feels thick. 9 a. m., another Copious stom of water 
Sand undigested food, with great straining; have become very much 
exhausted ; eyes much sunken in ; teeth feel too long, and are very 
sore ; dull, heavy headache; very hoarse; urine very scanty — deep 
reddish color ; stomach very sour ; bowels very tender on pres- 
sure ; loss of appetite. 10.30 a. h., another stool of knucus and 
water, with great tenesmus, and rumbling in the bowels; dull 
heavy headache in the forehead ; calves of toe legs pa|n very much 
when walking, especially the right ; thick flat taste in the mouth. 
12.45, p. M., small stool of mucus, with great tenesmus; constant 
rumbling in the bowels ; almost impossible to walk, my limbs are 
so weak and painful ; for the last six hours the mucous membrane 
of the anus has been prolapsed with great smarting pains. 3 p. k., 
another small stool of mucus, with severe tenesmus ; urine very 
scanty, and burning when voided ; constant eructations of sour gas; 
flying pains all through the bowels. 

June 10th. — ^Dull, heavy hieadache in the frontal region ; flat, 
thick taste in the mouth ; quite hoarse; urine very scauty, red and 
burning the whole length of the urethra for half an hour after 
voiding it ; inflammation of the slans penis ; it is very much 
swollen and red; severe back-acne; teeth all feel sore and 
elongated. 

tfune 11th. — ^Feel quite well; little hoarse; inflammation in 
glans penis about gone. 

June 13th. — At 4 p. h., natural stools, urine about natural. 

June 16th. — ^Very hard lumpy stool; anus feels prolapsed; 
pained all day. 

June 16th. — ^Very severe back-ache, but otherwise well; for two 
weeks occasionally, severe, shootmg pains would pass through 
my temples several times a day. I was surprised that no 
constipation followed such a long course of diarrhoea. 

DB» BXTBT'S proving WITH IBISIN. 

May 26th. — ^At .11 A. m., took four grains of the first decimal 
trituration. 12 m., dull, heavjr headache in the forehead ; by spells 
sharp pains in the temples ; tight constrictive feeling of the scalp ; 
3.15, p. M., food rises very sour; 4.30 P. m., tooK ei^ht grains; 
10 p. M., soft papescent stool without pain, but rumbhng m the 
bowels ; dull headache in the firontal region ; very restless night ; 
dreams of fighting, etc. 

May 27th. — Great deal of rumbling in the umbilical and hypo- 
gastric regions, with desire for stool ; had a sofl, papescent stool, 
without pain ; flat taste in the mouth ; teeth feel elongated and sore ; 
back, upper;, and lower molars— dull, heavy, aching pain in them 
for three hours; pain in the forehead and left temple; pain in the 
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temple very sharp by gpells ; passed water but twice during the 
day — very red color; restless night; discharge of semen, with 
amorous dreams. 

May 28th. — ^At 9 a. m., took ten grains ; frequent eructations 
of tasteless gas ; rumbling all the afternoon in the umbilical region j^ 
pain in the right kidney — lasted three hours ; teeth still feel elonF^ 
gated and sore ; great desire to sleep in the day time ; fell asleep 
while reading ; dreamed of dissecting a woman hanging up by thrf 
heels in my office ; awoke very much frightened ; made several 
attempts to get up to shut the door, but could not ; it was a regu- 
lar night mare. 4.30, p. m., took fourteen grains ; soft papescent 
stool at 9 p. M. ; hands hot and dry all day ; dreamed of snakes, and 
every thing bad ; discharge of semen ; restless night ; teeth still 
sore. 

May 29th. — ^Took twenty grains at 9 a. m. ; hands hot and dry- 
all day ; cannot fix my mind on my studies ; constant eructations 
of tasteless gas ; great diminution of the secretion of urine ; made 
a very little water morning and night, followed by great burning 
in the urethra for half an hour after voiding it ; dull heavy head- 
d-che in the forehead and temples; by spells the pains in the temples 
are very sharp and shooting ; dull heavy pain in the lumbar region 
all day ; soft papescent stool at 2 p. m. At 5 p. m. took thirty 
grains; restless night; horrid dreams; great rumbling in the 
bowels all the time ; discharge of semen, with amorous dreams. 

May 30th. — Mouth tastes flat ; tongue coated white ; dull 
heavy headache in the forehead and temples ; at times the pain in 
the temples is very sharp ; constant pain in the lumbar region, 
aggravated by motion ; urine very scanty and high colored ; very 
soft, yellow stool, with great rumbling in the bowels but no pain. 

May 31st. — ^Took forty grains at 8 a. m.; dull, heavy headache 
all day ; great pain in the lumbar and sacral regions ; almost impos- 
sible to walk. 12 M., took eighteen grains ; soft, mushy stool at 
evening, with great rumbling, but no pain ; restless night ; bad 
dreams. 

June 1st. — ^Dull, heavy headache ; back pains me very severely ; 
very much worse by walking. 8 a. m., soft, papescent stool with 
great rumbling in the bowels; constant eructation of gas. 

June 2d. — ^Took five grains of the pure Irisin ; good deal of 
pain in the forehead and temples. 5 p. m., severe colic in the umbil- 
ical region; pains come on every few minutes; lasted two hours ; 
great rumbling in the bowels ; soft, papescent stool in the evening ; 
restless night ; dreampt of digging up dead people, and finally fell 
into the grave which awoke me, feeling very much frightened. 

June 3d. — ^Top of the head has twenty-six pustules on it, some 
of them as large as a three-cent piece ; the pustule is situated upon 
an inflamed base of a rose color; with red streaks running 
from one to the other ; they contain yellow matter ; very tender to 
the touch ; gradually disappeared in four days. Took ten grains at 
4 p. M. ; dull heavy pain in the forehead and temples ; great rum- 
bling in the bowels ; very restless night ; dreampt of the dead, as 
usual ; discharge of semen. 
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June 4th. — ^Flat taste in the mouth ; teeth sore ; natural stool ; 
took twenty grains at 9 a. m. ; dull heavy pain in the forehead and 
temples ; the pain in the temples is very sharp at times ; very rest- 
less night; awful dreams of the dead ; discharge of semen. 

June 5th. — Flat taste in the mouth ; headache is very trouble- 
some to-day ; dull, heavy pain in the lumbar region all day. 5 p. m. 
soft, papescent stool with pain in the umbilical region ; restless 
night with bad dreams; discharge of semen. 

June 6th. — ^Dull, heavy headache ; back pains me very much ; 
had the soft, painless stools, with great rumbling in the bowels; 
great increase of urine ; urinated eleven times profusely. 

June 7 th. — Natural stool ; backache all gone, but voided urine 
in large quantities. 

June 8th. — Feel well, but pass urine in large quantities ; stool 
natural. 

I would advise Allopaths to use Irisin for constipation, if they must 
use cathartics to cure it. In the last number of Braithwaite's Retro- 
spect is a short notice of Irisin. It states that "the effects of Irisin 
are very similar to those occasioned by a combination of blue pill, 
rhubarb, and aloes. It seldom fails to produce a mild catharsis 
"with bilious evacuations, and appears to possess the advantages (1) 
of no*t requiring the addition of murcurial, (2) not irritating the 
rectum as aloes is apt to do, (the green root does irritate the 
rectum very much) ; and (3) it has no astringency and therefore 
does not produce subsequent constipation, like rhubarb when given 
alone. (This last statement is correct, constipation does not follow 
the use of Iris.) In a sluggish state of the bowels, arising from 
torpidity of the liver, or when the stools are pale, particularly as 
•we find them in the intervals of overt attacks in gouty persons, we 
have found the Irisin one of the best aperients, much gentler than 
Podophyllin, and more reliable when a slight cholagogue action is 
required, to be maintained for a lengthened period.'' {Lancety 
Aug. 30, 1862, p. 239.) 

PEOVINGS BY J. G. EOWnLAND, M. D. 

The following provings, with one or two exceptions, were made 
from the tincture prepared in the customary manner. The attenua- 
tions used were made on the decimal plan. No, 1 used the third 
and first dilutions, and the mother tincture; No. 2 and No. 3, same ; 
and No. 4, the first trituration. 

No. 1. — About fifteen minutes after taking the third dilution, 
an nneasy feeling was experienced in the scorbiculis cordis, together 
with rumbling in the lower part of the abdomen ; these symptoms 
increased until the lower part of the sternum seemed protruding ; 
nausea -and eructations of wind ; dull pain in the right parietal 
protuberance, which increases steadily until it becomes a hammer- 
ing pain, and so much aggravated by motion, that for the moment 
it appears unbearable, but by continuing movement it gradually 
abates, returning again when at rest ; rheumatic pain in the right 
shoulder, worse on motion, especially by raising the arm ; a dispo- 
sition to feel displeased with everything and everybody, which 
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gives place to a feeling of liveliness and activity^ immediately after 
taking the first dilution ; sneezing; nausea and slight vomiting of 
watery and extremely sour fluid ; about two hours after, stitch in 
inferior part of occiput, more on the right than the left side ; severe 
rheumatic pain in the whole right arm and right knee joint, worse 
on motion, and continuing when at rest; acute and^ extremely 
severe boring pain in right parietal protuberance, causing him to 
bend down Us head ; pain in the left side, as though the ribs were 
were pressing hard upon the lower portion of the lung ; unable to 
take a long breath, for the pain in the left lun^, which was of a 
sticking and cutting character ; a short dry cough, excited by tick- 
Img in the larynx ; slight toothache in a warm room ; headache, 
much aggravated by couching; rumbling and uneasiness in the 
stomach, accompanied by diarrhoea, with little pain ; stools lumpy, 
brown, and very offensive; sweat over the whole body, particularly 
in the groin ; dry cracked lips ; a sharp cutting pain in the urethra, 
when commencing to urinate; after taking medicine five days, 
several small vesides appeared pn the right wrist, which gradually 
formed into pustules, having a depression in the centre ; these dried 
up in the night, leaving crusts, which remained nine days before dis- 
appearing. (The prover thinks it proper to state be had been 
attending a severe case of small pox.) Half an hour after taking 
nearly half an ounce of the mother tincture, a feeling of rawness 
in the throat ; general languor ; ill-humor; inability to fix the ndind 
on any subject ; when writing, niind will wander to other things ; 
diarrhoBa, with colic ; nausea, and vomiting of a thin watery fluid, 
of an exceedingly sour taste ; constant nausea for more than an 
hour, and vomiting several times ; diarrhoea, with rumbling and 
cutting in the lower part of the abdomen ; heat over the whole 
body, then chilliness, with cold hands and feet; head feels very 
heavy, the eyes dull, with p^in directly over the left superciliary 
ridge ; severe burning pain in the internal canthus of the right 
eye ; the eye filling with tears ; sensation of fulness of the head ; 
head feels hot, and face flushed ; whenever attempting to laugh a 
sensation as though a band were drawn tightly around the fbrehe^ ; 
the day after ts^ing mother tincture, J^eling of sleepiness, with 
great chilliness, only at all comfortable when near a hot fire, and 
even then, cold, chilly sensations are felt down the back ; violent 
tearing pain in the right hip-joint, knee and shoulders, very severe, 
indeed ; the most severe only lasting about three minutes ; vomit- 
ing of the sour matter before mentioned ; and great chilliness over 
the whole body, the whole night, although abundantly covered ; 
weakness ; despondency ; thinks he is going to be very sick, then 
a disposition to laugh at his fears, wmch, however, soon i-etum ; 
dreams of suffocation and fire; cutting and sticking in the ure- 
thra when making water, with coldness and itching over the geni- 
tals, the itching being worse on scratching ; six dysenteric stools 
during the night, vith pain and nunbling in the lower part of the 
abdomen ; also great lassitude ; after these symptoms have abated, 
there remams a sore-throat and slight headache. 

"So. 2. Feeling of weakness and weariness in the lower part 
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of the back ; pain of a dull, aching ch&tacter, in right hypochon- 
dria when walking ; pains in the right, then in the left knee when 
walking; feeling of weariness in the back for several days; sharp 
pain near outer side of left arm, when moving it; swelling of gums 
on the inner surface of left side of lower jaw, under the molar 
teeth; pain in left hip joint, when walking; redness of the con- 
junctiva, as if from cold; for a day or two much fetid flatulence; 
pain in abdomen, which is relieved by discharge of flatus; shiarp 
pain in first joint of great toe of right foot, when walking, renewed 
frequently during the day ; pain in laist joint of middle finger of 
left hand ; a number of shootmff, shifting, and momentary pains in 
the phalangeal and metacarpo-phalangeal articulations, all of these 
pains coming on more during the evemng, and being worse on 
motion ; boils on back, face and hands ; pain along posterior part 
of cristi ilium of the right side ; urine more copious ; the pain in 
first joint of great toe occurs, during walking, for a number of 
days; pain in left thigh; pulse accelerated; after increasing doseH 
more frequently renewed, empty eructations, and pain in the stom- 
ach; unusual restlessness during the night; sleep disturbed by 
startings; aching pain in the stomach before breakfast; pains ten- 
sive and sticking in riaht shoulder during motion^ particularly on 
raising the arm. (This symptom set in soon after commencing the 
proving, continued six weeks after discontinuing the medicine.) 
Fains m the metacarpal joints of both hands, muscles of right arm, 
and pectoralis-major, mostly during motion, and in the evening; 
woke two hours earlier than usual, with no disposition to renew 
sleep ; pain in the bowels, going off by discharge of flatus ; feeling 
of a greasy coating over mouth and tongue, early in the morning ; 
aching pam in the stomach after drinking cold water; pains 
through the day in most all the limbs ; urine increased in quantity, 
tensive^ momentary^ and constantly recurring pains in all the 
joints, but mostly the smaUer; which shift rapidly ahout^ mostly 
in the evening, that is, from supper to bed-titne ; pain in abdomen 
above the crest of the ilium, both sides; after breakfast a diarrhcesdo 
stool, with subsequent pain in the epigastrium ; in writing, pains in 
phalanges of right hand, and in the end of index finger of same 
hand. (Observed several weeks after proving.) Pain in left thigh; 
shooting, sticking pain in the right foot; continuous sharp pain 
along the left side of first phalanx of middle fingers of right hand ; 
sharp pains in the middle nngers of left hand succeeded instantly 
by a similar pain in the axillsB of same side. (Occurrinff frequently 
during about five minutes.) Sudden diarrhceaic stool after supper ; 
sharp, cutting pain, frequent in the metacarpo-phalangeal articula- 
tion of thumb of right hand ; vexed, irritable mood, disposed to 
find fault. (Proving No. 2 was made by the same individual, at 
three different periods.) 

No. 3. — Pulse somewhat accelerated; headache for two days; 
the third day he was seized with a peculiar headache ; the pain 
shot, as he describes it, like an electric shock, from the right tem- 
ple to the left part of occiput, and continued about half an hour ; 
headache with great depression of spirits and general debility ; 



270 NEW HOMOEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

crampy pains in right lumbar region in the evening, continuing 
several hoars, and causing a sweat to break out ; woke up unusually 
early, with dry mouth and general depression ; headache occurring 
irregularly during several days ; observed a pimple on middle finger 
of left hand ; the next day the inflammation was extended over 
the hand ; the day after it became more violent, and occasioned 
great pain, and was afterwards opened to obtain relief; no pus was 
found, but it was subsequently formed, and discharged througli the 
opening, which penetrated as far as the bone ; a fungous growth 
meanwhile had taken place around the edges; pain extended from 
this hand up the arm; there was much swelling and pains* in the 
part affected, which had much the appearance of a malignant boil ; 
there was a disposition to a similar formation on the index finger 
but the inflammation subsided after a time, and finally disappeared ; 
during the proving the urine was very copious, and had a strong 
disagreeable odor ; restlessness for five nights in succession ; head- 
ache with pain in the bowels ; sickness of stomach in the evening, 
obliging him to lie down ; pain in left side of chest. 

^0.4. — Colicky pains during the evening and night, obliging 
him to bend forward for relief, and attended with loss of appetite 
and great restlessness during the night ; this colic continued the 
next day, but was immediately removed by a dose of Nux vomica ; 
no appetite the next day ; restless at night, with troubled dreams ; 
several pimples on lower extreniities and other parts of the body, 
like mosquito bites ; constipation several days ; languid and fever- 
ish in the afternoon ; no disposition to mental or physical exercise ; 
next day flushed face, fever, drowsiness and loss of appetite; weak- 
ness and languor, with rumbling in the bowels ; the morning after, 
a thin watery diarrhoea, contiuumg through the day ; debility and 
loss of appetite ; diarrhoeaic stools the next day, succeeded by pain 
in the umbilical region ; colic in the afternoon, ceasing at night. 

Characteristic Peculiarities. — ^The symptoms appear mostly 
in the evening and at night. (In myself the symptoms appeared 
mostly in the day time.) Pain aggravated by motion ; right side 
most effected. 

EFFECTS UPON ANIMALS. EXPERIMENTS OF DR. BURT. 

June 6th. — Gave a young female cat, weight three and one- 
fourth pounds, a decoction of Iris ver.; at 2 p. m., ^we minutes tia.u- 
sea and vomiting of frothy mucus; stares at it as if frightened ; 
ten minutes after, constant nausea, nothing but mucus vomited. 
Quarter after 2, lies on the lounge and appears quite natural ; gave 
half an ounce of tincture (wasted a little) ; six minutes after, veiy 
restless, crying fearfully ; nausea and vomiting. Twenty minutes 
alter 4, nausea and retching ; mewing ; eyes half closed ; respira- 
tion very rapid; restless. Half past 4, mewing and efforts to 
vomit ; lies still thirty-six minutes ; running across the floor with 
efforts to vomit ; mews ; saliva runs from mouth constantly. For- 
ty-three minutes after, desperate efforts to vomit but cannot. Ten ^ 

* The pain In the finger was accompanied by perspiration, although the weather was 
oold. 
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minutes to 6, nausea and mewing ; saliva running profusely. 6, 
retching; throws her head up and mews fearfully; respiration 
seventy-two ; mouth wide open. Ten minutes after, nausea and 
moaning. Quarter-past 5, retching and sneezing ; head hangs to 
the floor. Half-past 6, nausea and vomiting ; very restless ; mew- 
ing; respiration fifly-six ; does not notice anything; mouth wide 
open; saliva running profusely; mews and appears in great dis- 
tress. 6, the nausea continues, with great efforts to vomit ; saliva 
runs from the mouth constantly ; groaning and appears in great 
distress ; nose rests on the floor; mouth wide open. 7, still sick at 
the stomach; saliva runs in great quantities; respiration forty-six; 
gave half an ounce more ; died in five minutes without a struggle. 

PosT-MOBTBsc One hour ailer death: pupils dilated; the brsua 
was not examined ; lungs very much congested ; the upper lobes 
filled with dark venous blood ; heart filled with black blood; stom- 
ach natural color, but very much distended with gas, with a 
quantity of meat undigested ; pyloric extremity covered with bile ; 
also the duodenum and jejunum was covered with bile and watery 
mucus ; liver is very much congested, of a black color, bleeds pro- 
fusely when cut into ; gall bladder half full of bile ; the pancreas 
is very pale ; all other organs natural. 

June 23d. — Gave a female kitten, four months old, at 2 p. m*, 
forty grains of Irisin ; wasted a good deal. Half-past 2, profuse flow 
of saliva ; mouth wide open; wants to lie down all the time ; res- 
piration very rapid ; mews constantly. 3 p. m., mews most fear- 
fully ; appears to be in great pain ; rolls from one side to the other; 
mouth wide open; great difficulty in breathing; appears to be 
dying ; secretion of saliva is very limited. Quarter-past 3, still 
lying in the same position, mewing at every breath ; mouth filled 
with froth ; walked two feet, staggered very much ; dropped on its 
side; respiration forty-eight. Half-past 3, tries to walk but falls; 
mews at every breath. 4 p. m., cannot stand ; lies on its side ; res- 
piration thirty-six ; mouth open, filled with froth. Quarter-past 4, 
respiration forty-eight. 6 p. m., gasping for breath; respiration 
twenty-four; if spoken to mews fearfully, out cannot get up; in ten 
minutes crawled two feet; went into a spasm, lasted one minute; 
the spasms were in its fore legs and back ; respiration eighteen ; 
pupils dilated. 7 p. m., on its side gasping for breath ; respirations 
eighteen ; cannot stand when lifted up ; ears and legs cold ; mews 
fearfully by spells, as if suffering great pains ; kicks and scratches 
at a fearful rate. Half-past 8, appears in great pain ; mews every 
breath. Half-past 9, went into spasms, the forelegs and spine ; had 
a watery passage from the bowels and died. 

Autopsy ten h^ours after death. — ^Tipper lobes of the lungs 
very much congested ; heart, auricles and ventricles all filled with 
dark venous blood ; liver very much congested, (especially the left 
lobe ; gall bladder half filled with gall ; stomach almost ready to 
burst with gas ; part of the medicine in it ; color natural ; little 
food in it; pancredb red with blood; more congested than any 
other organ; the whole of the intestines are filled with mucus, 
ivater, and gas ; no bile to be seen ; all the other organs natural. 
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General Symptoms. — Nervous; irritable, with prostratiqn of 
tbe whole system ; weakness, so that he can hardly stand ; nearly 
all the symptoms are aggravatd by motion. 

Clinical Remabks.— Nearly all the conditions for which Iris is 
applicable, are characterized by nnasnal lassitude, prostration and 
lowness of spirits; it is most useful in persons of bilious tempera- 
ment, subject to gastric and bilious disorders. 

Skin.— Several vesicles on the right wrist, ^dually forming 
into pustules, which dried up in one night, leaving crusts which 
remained nine days ; malignant sore . resembling a boil, on middle 
finger of left hand, forming a cavity reaching to the bone ; pimples 
resembling mosquito bites, on body and extremities ; small boils on 
the back, face and hands. — {Botoland). Twentynsix pustules on 
the scalp, (vertex) isome as large as a threcKsent piece; the pustules 
are situated upon a rose-colored, inflamed base, with red streaks 
running from one to the other; they were painful on pressure, and 
filled with yellow pus. — (JBurt). 

Clinical Remabks. — It has been highly recommended for 
scrofulous affections, and skin-diseases; it would seem homosopatluo 
to certain pustular eruptions. * 

Case. — Reported by Dr. Burt, treated since he made the 

E roving. ^^A child aged eisht months ; the vertex and sides of the 
ead covered with a thick crust from the exudation of lynq>h ; 
under the scab it looks red, and bleeds if the incrustation is dis- 
turbed. There ^re also scabs at the back of both ears, which look 
red and bloody. Gave Iris versicoler, ten drops of the mother 
tincture in a tumbler full of water, one teaspoonfuU three times a 
day ; a cerate of the same remedjr to be applied twice a day ; the 
head to be washed. once a day with castile soap. The one pre- 
scription cured it in two weeks. It is now nine weeks, and there 
is no return of the eruption," 

Sleep. — Feeling of drowsmess ; sleepiness with chills ; unusual 
restlessness during the nisht; waking much earliel* than usual; 
startings during sleep ; resuess every night ; dreams of suffocation 
and fire. — {Eoioland,) Very restless at night ; bad dream^s during 
the whole proving ; dreams of the dead every night ; amorous 
dreams, with nocturnal emissions, (from Irisv). Dreams of snakes, 
of the dead ; of dissecting a body ; awoke very much frightened ; 
tried to get up and shut the door, but could not. (This attack 
resembled nightmare). Dreams of fighting; amorous dreams (from 
Irisin). — JBurt. 

Mind* — ^Desponding; low spirits; easily vexed, and put out of 
humor; afraid he is going to be very sick, and afterwards laughs 
at his fears, which soon return, succeeded by blindness and activity. 
(Rowland,) — Very irritable; confusion of the mind; dullness of the 
mental faculties ; cannot fix the mind on his studies ; fear of 
death; waking with fright. — (Surt), 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The above symptoms of mind and sleep 
are probably not due to any direct irritation of the brain, but 
rather to the disturbing action which the Iris exercises upon the 
liver^and gastric mucous membrane. The lowness of spirits is an 
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indication for its use in hepatic disorders, and perhaps in sperma- 
torrhoea; it would seem particularly applicable to the night cries 
and "terrors" of children, from intestinal irritation. 

FeTer» etc. — Sweat, from violent pain in the finger ; sweat over 
the whole body, but particularly in the groin ; heat over the whole 
body, followed by chill, with cold hands and feet ; desire to be 
close to the fire, and even then, chills along the back ; chills over 
the whole body at night, although abundantly covered ; feverish, 
during pains in abdomen; pulse accelerated. — (Rowland). Dry, 
hot sun; hands hot and dry; pulse slightly accelerated (during 
the whole proving). — (Burt). 

CuNiCAL Rehaks. — It is used by eclectic physicians in bilioua 
fevers, much as the allopath uses calomel ; it is considered a sort of 
*^ vegetable mercury," causing copious bilious evacuations, saliva- 
tion, etc- Dr. Kitchen, (North Amer. Jour, of Hom. Nov. 1851), 
recomifiended the Iris v. very highly in typhoid fever. He reports 
several cases : 

Case 1. — "A boy, twelve^ years of age, had typhoid fever. I 
had given a nulnber of remedies without effect; he ha^l fever; 
muttering delirium ; yellow, watery, fcetid diarrhoea ; involuntary 
passage of water and faeces ; coated tongue, dry, brown, crusty ; 
edg<es red ; sordes on the gums and teeth ; foul breath, and all the 
marked symptoms of this disease. I gave the Iris, third dilution. 
It cert«inly produced a very marked change, showing its effect, 
first on the tongue and bowels, and thence extending its beneficial 
action to other parts. It was on the tenth day of the disease when 
I gave it, and in five days he was convalescent, although I had no 
idea he could possibly recover ; the tongue became moist ; diarrhoea 
eased off, fever subsided ; delirium ceased ; and he soon became 
rational, slept well, and had a rapid convalescence." 

Case 2. — "An old lady agea eighty-three, had fever ; stupor; 
black, stinking, involuntary diarrhoea; tongue dry and brown; 
foetid breath. Cured (?) in 48 hours." 

Case 3. — " A middle aged woman. Fever ; intense headache ; 
pain in small of the back ; black dysenteric passages ; nausea and 
efforts to vomit ; cured in four days. (After she took a few doses 
she lost all power over her lower extremities ; had cramps of the 
legs, nausea, and some retching.)" 

Case 4. — "A young man, aged fourteen, with an attack of 
bilious pneumonia ; could not retain even a mouthful of water on 
his stomach ; continued easy through the subsequent course of the 
disease." 

The provings here given show Iris to be homoeopathic to all 
the above symptoms in each case. 

Head. — Dull, heavy headache in the forehead, acccompanied by 
weakness, nausea, and even vomiting (from Iris) ; heavy headache 
in the forehead and temples — at times sharp, shooting pains in 
the temples, (this pain occurred as often as every half hour 
during the whole proving) ; pain in the forehead and right temple ; 
constrictive feeling in the scalp (from Irisin) ; dull pain in the 
right parietal protuberance ; {Bwrt)^ becoming a hammering pain, 
35 
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aggravated by motion, which if continued relieves it — ^but it soon 
returns when at rest (see Rhus); severe stitch in the lower 
part of the occiput, more on the right side ; extremely severe 
boring pain in the right parietal protuberance, causing him to bend 
the head down ; headache aggravated by coughing ; sensation of 
fullness in the head ; head and face feel hot ; when attempting to 
laugh, sensation of constriction around the forehead; head feels 
heavy ; lancinating pain under outer extremity of right eyebrow ; 
pain shooting from the temple to left occiput, compared to an 
electric shock. — (Bowland,) 

Clinical Remarks.— The Iris-headache occupies generally the 
forehead and right side of the head ; aggravated by rest, and on 
fii*st moving the head, but relieved by continued motion^ accom- 
panied by lowness of spirits, nausea, and even vomiting. Dr. 
Kitchen, who published the first clinical experience with this 
remedy, says of its use in " sick-headache :''— " It is the most prompt 
and effectual remedy I have ever given in this truly annoying 
malady. The first dose will arrest |he trouble, in some patients. 
I have experienced this effect in several cases. I have made 
comparative trials with it and other remedies, telling my patients 
to observe, and let me know which number would relieve them the 
most speedily ; they have invariably, on the attack, sent fon^ the 
number attached to Iris ; this I consider conclusive respecting this 
complaint, so that I need not comment on it further than to recom- 
mend it very highly, so far as my experience goes. Let it be tested 
by others." 

The Iris has been tested by many homoeopathic physicians, 
in sick-headache, and the testimony is generally in its favor; 
from our knowledge of the sphere of action of the " medicine, it 
would seem most likely to be indicated in those " sick-headaches " 
of a gastric or hepatic origin ; in the purely " nervoics sick-headache'' 
or that variety arising from congestion^ other remedies may prove 
more useful. This matter, however, can only be decided by careful 
observation. 

In Neuralgia of the head, eyes, etc.. Dr. Kitchen recommends 
the Iris : /' A lady afliicted at intervals with this most distressing 
complaint, and who had swallowed the whole allopathic and 
homoeopathic Mat. Med., with only partial benefit, has been more 
relieved by the Iris, than by any remedy I have yet administered 
to her. It is usually in the head, temples, eyes, etc., and attended 
with most distressing vomitings, of a sweetish ' mucus ; and 
occasionally, when with much straining, with a trace of bile. It is the 
only medicine which has much control over the stomach, arresting 
the vomiting in the few trials I have made with it, very soon, and 
allaying in some degree, the violent pain of the head, so that I 
have been asked by her whether I had not given her morphine. I 
have been asked the same question by patients in bowel affections, 
they frequently going to sleep after its administration ; this is easily 
accounted for by the cessation of pain, which is almost invariably 
followed by sleep." 

Eyes. — Redness of the conjunctiva, as if from a cold j the «yes 
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feel dull, with pain over left superciliary ridge ; severe burning 
pain in internal oanthus, with effusion of teiiva.—{Iioioland.) Eyes 
sunken, with blueness around the eyes. — (Burt,) 

Clinical Remarks. — Dr. Kitchen relates that while giving the 
Iris to a child for summer complaint, the mother said to him : — 
** Doctor, you have not only relieved the diarrhoea, but you have 
cured my child of inflamed eyelids, which it has been troubled 
with for some time.'' lie states that he has tried it in several 
cases of that atfection, and with success. The cases in which it 
seemed to be of benefit, were those of simple palpebral inflamma- 
tion, apparently arising from a ^old — ^nothing that I could perceive 
of a scrofulous taint— they did not adhere in the morning, at least 
very slightly. 

Ears. — Singing and buzzing in the ears (in a lady — after two 
grains of Irisiii second, given for bilious diarrhoea, which it cured 
after Chamomilla, Pulsatilla and Ipecac had failed). — {JBurt). 

Month, Fauces, etc. — Greasy feeling over tongue and gums on 
rising in the morning; feeling of rawness in the mouth; slight 
soreness of throat ; dry mouth ; slight toothache in a warm room ; 
dry, cracked lips ; swelling and soreness of gums, inner part below 
molar teeth of left side. — {Rowland,) Back part of mouth and 
fauoes feel on fire (constant symptom) ; tongue feels as though 
it had been scalded ; flat taste in tne mouth ; constant discharge of 
ssdiva — ^it dropped from the mouth during conversation ; tongue 
coated white ; diminution of taste ; teeth feel sore and elongated ; 
ulcers on the mucous membrane of the cheeks [Iris] ; dull, heavyi 
aching pains in all the teeth ; teeth feel very sore and elongated ; 
severe pain in the back upper and lower molars, lasting three hours, 
[Irisin] . — {Burt) 

Clinical Remarks.— The Eclectics class this plant among the 
** sialagogues," Dr. Burt, who proved the fresh root in large doses, 
does not doubt that it would produce sloughing and deep ulcera- 
tion, if continued for a long time. There is a rather curious and 
remarkable similarity between the action of the Iris and that of 
Mercury ; this is all the more singular when we consider that the 
former is a vegetable remedy ; not only does this Iris affect the 
mouth in a similar manner to Mercury, but this similarity of action 
extends throughout the whole glandular and mucous systems, and 
perhaps, all the tissues except the osseous. I have taken patients 
from off* the hands of Eclectic physicians, who were so completely 
salivated by the Iris, that were it not for the absence of the peculiar 
Jwtor^ I should have taken it for a mercurial salivation. Even the 
sympathetic fever which the Iris causes, has considerable resem- 
blance to that of Mercury. Dr, Coe (Cone. Org. Med.), thus 
speaks of the Irism: — "Irisin is justly esteemed as one 
of our most valuable alteratives. It is eminently resolvent, and 
exercises a marked influence over the entire glandular system. 
It increases the salivary flow, and has the reputation of pro- 
ducing ptyalism. But a careful distinction must be made 
between the effects produced by vegetable agencies upon 
the mucous and salivary glands, and mercurial salivation; the 
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former are nothing more nor less than manifefltations of a 
quickened physiological activity— evidence of special therapeatio 
Btimulns, constituting oftentimes a critical conservative effort— > 
No loosening of the teeth; no sponginess of the gams; no 
putrefactive odor; no sloughing of the soft parts; increasedj 
out not disordered secretion. On the other hand, Merourv induoes 
a pathological condition of the vital constituents of the blood and 
fluids, and favors the formation of vitiated products ; altering from 
good to bad, and from bad to worse ; giving rise to oongestionSy 
lesions, putrefactive conversions, and disorganizations of the organio 
structures. In the former case we have the evidence of a direct 
therapeutic stimulus, operating upon the vital impressibility of the 
secretive apparatus, promoting increased activity of the fanctionB 
for the purpose of eliminating legitimate products'. In the latter 
instance we have an augmented flow of morbid material, resalting 
from the destructive conversions of the vital. constituents by the 
remedy itself, and which are not the legitimate products of organio 
metamorphoses. In the former case, the remedy itself is the motor- 
stimulus, while in the latter instance the mercurial corruptions 
constitute the stimuli of excitement.'' 

To the superficial student of medicine, the above reads very 
well, but to the physiologist it becomes simply absurd. Only -one 
conclusion can be drawn, namely, that Dr. Coe is ignorant ot 
dishonest. Nothing but the gravest ignorance of the elementary 
facts of physiology and pathology, could lead to such special 
pleading. He must be aware that any departure frcym a nortnal 
physiological state^ constitutes a pathological condition. Given to 
a person in perfect health, the Iris causes abnormal activity of the 

flandular and mucous systems : Mercury does as much. The main 
iflerence between the actions of the two medicines is in degree. 
The poisonous effects of Mercury are more pervading and more 
malignant than the pathogenetic effects of the Iris. Both cause 
actual pathological conditions, having their peculiarities and 
characteristic symptoms. When given in disease, if homoBO- 
pathically indicated, and administered in proper doses, they both 
restore the tissues, for which they have an affinity, to a healthy 
condition. 

If Dr. Coe was dishonest in his statements with the intention to 
prejudice the reader against Mercury his conduct degenerates into 
downright meanness. Mercury, when administered according to the 
law of similia, is a benificent, and valuable curative agent. When 
given in this manner, it never causes any pathogenetic symptoms, 
gives rise to no morbid products, and disorganizes no tissues or 
secretions. On the contrary it tends to prevent the very calamities 
which Dr. Coe so much dreads, and which he could cause, to a certain 
degree, by the abuse and prolonged use of even the Iris. I would 
here make an observation relative to the action of Iris, namely : it 
is not owing to the acridity of the fresh root acting topically, that 
the pseudo-mercurial symptoms are due, but to a specfio dynamio 
action of the drug on the constitution. It is true that the Iris does 
contain an acrid principle, but from the fact that the dried root. 
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and even the alkaloid, causes the above-named condition when 
taken into the stomach, is proof that those effects belong to the 
whole drug. K this was not sofScent proof, we coald refer the 
physician to the fact that this peculiar action may be caused by the 
dilutions of the remedy, up to the third, and perhaps higher. 

Thbbapsutic Deductions. — ^It is a strange comment on the 
practice of the opposite school, that they should recommend the Iris 
highly in mercurial cachexy^ syphilis^ etc.l No drug is more 
thoroughly homcBopathic to diseases of the mouth, similar to 
those caused by Mercury, and in the few cases in which I have used 
it, it has acted well. £ven in mercurial salivation it has been 
found useful, but it cannot be relied on with as much confidenice 
as the Chlorate of Potash. In StomcUitiSy with or without ulcera- 
tion (canker), when there is painful burning in the mouth and fauces. 
Iris is strongly indicated. In these cases I wo^d advise the 
tincture of the green root, administered in the third or sixth 
attenuation. 

dastric Symptoms. — Loss of appetite ; nausea and empty eruo» 
tations ; nausea, and vomiting of a watery and extremely sour 
fluid $ constant nausea and vomiting for an hour ; aching in the 
0tomach before breakfast, and on drinking cold water ; sickness of 
stomach obliged him to lie down. — (Itowland.) 

Eructations of tasteless gas ; rising of water, very sour ; great 
bttming distress in the epigastric region ; it could not be allayed by 
drinking cold water ; colicky pains every few minutes in thq epi- 
gastric region; Intense burning in the region of the pancreas 
(this was a constant symptom during the whole proving. — (JBurt.) 
Severe and profuse vomiting ; vomiting with much pain in the 
stomach; distressing nausea and vomiting ; vomiting and purging ; 
vomiting with diarrhoea, accompanied with great prostration ; 
burning in the mouth, fauces, and oesophagus. 

Clinical Kemabks. — ^The Iris has probably an irritant action 
upon the gastric mucous membrane, as seen upon the mouth, fauces 
and oesophagus. By refering to Dr. Burt's heroic provings, this 
action will be seen portrayed in strong colors. I know of no one 
of the new remedies which promises to be more useful in gastric 
disorders, than the Iris versicolor. Even now we have some 
valuable clinical observations. 

Dr. Kitchen in his psmer on Iris, says it is useful in vomiting : 
** Effectual in almost all kinds — simple sour, bilious, of food, 
with or without pain. In every case of vomiting or sick stomach 
in which I have yet given it, it has been successful, and, in severe 
cases, on the administration of a few tea-spoonfuls. Such has been 
my experience. I have recomended it in some cases in which the 
other usual remedies had failed, and in no case in which I have 
given it,* have I been obliged to abandon it, and resort to other 
remedies. Such, I again say, has been my experience thus far, but 
I would not be understood as saying that this will always be the 
case in future. No doubt it, like all other remedies, has its appropri- 
ate sphere, which it will take time and opportunity to make out and 
define correctly. I merely state what I have discovered up to the 
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present, with the limited opportunities I have had of testing it in 
different forms of disease. I have for some years attended a little 
girl, now about nine years of age, who has periodical vomiting 
spells, coming on once every month or six weeks, sometimes not 
for three or four months, but certainly three or four times in the 
course of a year. I have tried in various attacks, all the different 
remedies usually successful in such cases, but not with much benefit; 
the attack would last two or three days, and would seem to wear 
itself out. A single tea-spoonful of the Iris arrests it at once. It 
comes on with vomiting of the ingesta, then sour fluid, and at last, 
bile, yellow and green, with great heat of the head, some general 
fever, and great prostration ; the perspiration is warm, caused by the 
efforts of straiumg and vomiting." — (iV. A.Jbu. of Horn.) 

The Iris is eminently homoeopathic to sonie varieties of gastritis 
(mucous), oesophagitis^ duodenitis^ and many of those disorders of 
digestion which go under the general nan^e of dyspepsia. In many 
points it resembles Pulsatilla, especially the tendency to *' acidity of 
the stomach," and " rising of ingesta;'' also the sympathetic disturban- 
ces having a gastric origin. The peculiar and severe symptoms elicited 
by Dr. Burt, and referred by him to the pancreas (see proving,) and 
which, in all probability, were really in the gland, point to its appli- 
cability to inflammation^ and other disorders of that important 
organ. In that disease known as "Pancreatic salivation" it oaght 
to prove specific. A thorough knowledge of the physiology of the 
pancreas will lead us to define pretty clearly the derangements likely 
to be caused by the Iris. The pancreas is usually regarded as 
belonging to the group of salivary glands. "The pancreatic juice 
is analagous to saliva. It acts upon starch even more energetically 
than saliva, transmuting it into sugar and lactic acid; and upon fats, by 
forming them into an emulsion so that they are readily absorbed. 
—{Draper.) It is generally conceded that a normal pancreatic 
juice (as regards quality and quantity), is necessary for the diges- 
tion of fatty food. Many of the derangements of digestion, are 
undoubtedly due to deficiency, and unhealthy conditions of this 
juice. There can be no rational doubt of the action of Iris upon 
this gland. Even had we not Dr. Burt's suggestive provings, we 
could judge of its effects upon that gland from analogy. A remedy 
which irritates and stimulates the salivary glands, must have a 
similar action on the pancreas — a similar tissue, possessing similiMr 
functions. — (Puis., Merc, Iodine, Podoph.) 

Prof. Lee (Allopathist) says: — "It acts as a stimulant to the 
liver and pancreas. ^^ Our list of pancreatic remedies are five in 
number, and the symptoms they possess, directly referring to that 
gland are quite indefinite. The Iris promises to prove very 
valuable for the removal of morbid states, induced, directly or 
indirectly, by functional diseases of that organ. Dr. Burt succeded 
in killing several cats with the tincture of Iris versicolor. One of 
the most noted morbid appearances noticed on examination was a 
highly congested conditioyi of the pancreas. A portion of one 
pancreas was sent, through me, to Dr. Ludlam of this city, who 
subjected it to a critical examination, which proved the presence 
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of intense congestion of the minute vessels, and even a rapture, 
and extravasation of blood into the tissues of the gland. 

Dr. Kitchen says he ^^ cured a case of gastrodynia characterized 
by violent pains in the epigastric region, coming on at intervals'* 
with Iris. The Iris relieved him at once, and he had no return. 
He has also relieved and cured, ^' vomiting of food an hour after 
meal^,'' with Iris. 

Liver, Hypochondria, etc. — Pain in the right hypochondria — 
worse on motion ; pain above the cristi ilii on both sides, first on 
the right; crampy pains in the right lumbar reigon. — {Rowland.) 
Catting pains in the region of the liver. — (Kitchen.) 

CLiincAL Remabks. — ^Prof. Lee (allopathic) says, the Iris 
*' stimulates the liver J*^ 

A writer in the London Lancet, asserts the Irisin to be a power- 
ful and efficient cholagogue. 

King intimates that it acts upon the liver in a manner similar 
to the meourial preparations; not as active as Podophyllin but more 
lasting. The opposite school believe it stimulates the liver, increa»' 
ing the secretion and excretion of bile, by virtue of its general 
stimulative action on the glandular system. Dr. Kitchen (homoeo- 
pathic) says: — "May it not be administiered beneficially in some 
affections of the liver ? It undoubtedly acts on this organ. I have 
had full evidence of that in several cases, producing a manifest 
secretion of healthy bile.'' 

Abdomen, Stool, etc. —Uneasy feeling in the scrobiculis cordis; 
rumbling in lower part of abdomen ; lower part of sternum seems 
protruded ; cutting pain in the lower part of the abdomen, relieved 
by discharge of flatus ; colic, obliging him to bend forward for 
relief; foetid flatulence ; diarrhoea with slight pain, accompanied 
by rambling and uneasiness in the stomach ; stools lumpy, brown, 
and very offensive ; diarrhoea with colicky pains ; diarrhoea with 
rumbling and cutting in the lower part of the abdomen ; six 
dysenteric stools at nighty with rumbling and pain in abdomen, and 
great lassitude ; sudden liquid evacuation afler supper ; constipation 
for some time, succeeded by thin watery diarrhoea. — (Rowland).' 
Colicky pains every few minutes in the epigastric and umbilical 
regions, with desire for stool (during the whole proving) ; four 
yellow, papescent stools, with rumbling in the bowels ; fourteen thin 
watery stools, followed by two stools consisting of water and mucus, 
with tenesmus; watery stool ; copious running from the bowels in 
a continuous stream ; stool tingea with green ; stool of undigested 
food ; stool of blood and mucus, with great tenesmus, and a sensa- 
tion as if the anus was on fire; anus feels as if sharp points were 
sticking in it ; mucus membrane of the rectum prolapsed ; great 
smarting and burning of anus after every stool. — (Dr. Burt^ from 
Jris.) Swelling of the stomach and shdomQn. —{Kitchen,) [The 
Irisin produced severe, intermittent colic in umbilical region, with 
soft mushy stool ; also soft, papescent stools, with rumbling, but no 
pain.] 

Clinical Remarks. — -The Iris » is esteemed by the opposite 
schools as a powerful cathartic, but one which, they assert, does not 
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leiTe ooDStipition after its cathartic action. Dr. Bart snsuins 
aasenioo by the resalu of his oim proring of massive doses. 
Lee sars: — ^Aa a cathartic it is said to act on all parts of 
canal, bat more parucoUrlr on the npper portion. It has 
rejected by some as unsafe and dangerous ; bat it was pro 
administered in over doses.** Iris ondoabtedlj causes bil 
di<M;harges from the bowels. Dr. Bart thinks he has seen er: 
ations of pure bile follow its ose. The baming and smartini 
however, at the anus and rectum, noticed in the proving* is rmtr 
the result of its acridity^ than the effect of bilious fluids , 
sensatioas in the rectam are probably due to the same cause 
the burning in the month and fauces. Re»rding its therapeai 
action, we cannot do better than quote Dr. Kitchen^s experience 

(7o/c>;.— ^Some cases I have rdieved. The colic of infiuita 
benefited by it. There is a peculiar condition of the abdoi 
region of the adult also, which may come under this head, 
which may be termed a grumbling bellyache. It is most prevail 
at J the changes of the seasons, Spring and Autumn, and appears 
be owing to a vitiated secretion of the liver, and mucous membi 
of the bowels, and consists in an almost constant uneasiness 
grinding in the bowels; a kind of sub-colic; a mushy passage oi 
or twice a day, in some cases, but in the generality of ci 
very fcetid discharge of wind, of a coppery smell, attended 
sionally with an involuntary escape of fluid, soiling the shirt, an* 
sometimes a passage of scybalous matter, together with flai< 
mucoid foeces of an offensive, putrid, and coppery odor. It was 
case of this kind which first led me to a use ot this remedy. I 
tried several medicines without the least relief for nearly a weel 
and administered the Iris at random, never having ^ven it in 
disease. To my surprise the patient was shortly reheved, and 
no return ; his bowels soon became healthy and regular, and 
praised the good effects of the remedy very highly. The sphere 
the Iris appears to be chiefly the stomach and abdominal contents.' 

Diarrheal, — "I have not yet been able to obtain with an; 
degree of accuracy, the symptoms ot those cases in which it pron 
to be the most appropriate. I think, however, that burning in tr 
rectum and anus, after a passage, is one state which it a 
almost immediately. It also seems to be appropriate to cases 
which there are pains, and grten discharges, relieving the p; 
very frequently in a short time, and changing the green pasaa: 
after some doses have been given. There is one very curioi 
feature which I have frequently observed, which is, that when 
diarrhoea is not arrested after a few doses, it seems, after 
administration of it for twenty-four or forty-eight hours, to prodi 
an aggravation ; there is an increase of pain and several free 
passages, and then the diarrhoBa ceases. This generally has takei 
place about two or three o'clock in the morning. Whether I havi 
given it in too low dilutions, generally from second to sixth, 
cannot tell, ViUt such a feature I have frequently observed, an 
have administered it with perfect success in a few cases o£periodict 
night diarrhoea^ attended with pain, and two or three fre 
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discharges towards morning. I have also cored cUl my oases of 
cholera infantum with it this summer, and some of them in a few 
days. I look upos it as a very valuable addition to our remedial 
measures in thiS complaint. 

" In Cholera morbus^ I have succeeded in every case in which I 
have yet administered it, even the most violent. A single teaspoonful, 
of a few drops in a half tumbler of water, has in many very severe 
cases, put immediate stop to the vomiting. I consider it a specific 
in this form of disease, and I would earnestly request physicians to 
try it in the first cases of Cholera Asiatica, which may fall under 
their notice, and give the result to the profession. In cholera 
morbus, it arrests the pain which is so violent in many cases at the 
pit of the stomach, or around the navel, or, in some cases, still 
lower down in the abdominal region, at or before every fit of 
vomiting or purging. In fact, it seems, as far as I have as yet been 
able. to judge, the more appropriate the more violent the pain, and 
in some cases, acting, as the patients and bystanders express them- 
selves, • like a charm.* 

Dystntery, — " Some mild cases I have cured with Iris, but it is 
not tM remedy in this disease. The cases which seemed to be 
benefited were of the nature of dysenteric diarrhoea, attended with 
green discharges, or slimy mucus^ without blood, or much straining. 
(Dr. Burt's proving elicited these very symptoms, however, and 
quite severely.) In one case it evidently acted favorably on the 
secretion of the liver, producing a free flow of healthy bile, and an 
immediate abatement of the unhealthy passages. In those cases 
in which there was bloody flux, I did not rely on it, not knowing 
sufiicient of its curative powers.'* The pathogenesis of Iris points 
directly to its sphere of usefulness in some varieties of dysentery, 
probably in bilious-dysentery ; yet there can be no doubt of the 
power of Iris to cause acute mucous enteritis^ but the inflammation 
may be located higher in the intestinal canal, than in ordinary 
oases of dysentery. (Here it appears the opposite of aloes and 
podophyllum, which affect the lower portion of the canal, rectum, 
etc.'') It will be seen by the proving, however, that it has many 
symptoms analogous to Podoph.— the prolapsus of rectal mucous 
membrane,'' " pricking in anus,'' etc. Dr. Kitchen's successful use 
of Iris in abdominal typhus, proves its applicability in some quite 
severe forms of intestinal inflammation, and perhaps in organic lesions 
of that canal. (See Ferri), I would simply add, by way of testimony 
'that many homoeopathists, with myself, have found the Iris a 
valuable remedy in nearly every disease of the bowels for which 
, Dr. K. recommends it. I would also suggest its use in lurnior' 
rhoids^ bilious colic^ fisure of the anus, fistula in ano, etc. 

Urinary and Genital Organs. — ^A sharp cutting pain in urethra 

when beginning to urinate; urine copious; strong, disagreeable 

; smell to the urine ; cutting and sticking in urethra when urinating; 

coldness and itching of the genitals. — {Rowland.) Dark red urine, 

vith burning in the urethra for half an hour; increase in the 

mantity of urine; noctwrnal emissions with amorous dreams 

from Irig): profuse urination — eleven times a day — for three 

36 
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days; nocturnal omissions, with amorous dreams for Beren conse- 
cntive nights ; glans penis much swollen and red, (from Iriain).— 
{Burt.) 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The Iris seems to have a specnal affini^ 
for the genito-urinary organs, causing not only irritation, witt 
increased secretion, but symptoms of inflammation even. £clecCie 
physicians have elevated this plant to a liigh position, as a remedj 
for affections of these organs. JCifig says it is a diuretic B« 
recommends it in dropsy^ but advises it to be given until ill 
hydrogogue effects are obtained. Although such a course will ofta 
run off the dropsical effusion, yet it is unnecessary and injuriooi 
As with the Apoc. cann., the Iris, if appropriate, will eliminate the 
serous fluid through the kidneys, without any action on the bowelfc 
The dropsies in which Iris will be found curative, will probably 
be found to be hepatic in their origin, generally. 

Syphilis, — Not only King, Jones, and other eclaotios, bol 
Coe and Prof. Lee, positively attest that '^ In Syphilis^ either 
primary or secondary, it acts as a powerful and eflicacions agent 
In eradicating the syphilitic virus, and correcting the diathesis of 
the system, it is not only powerful, but positive, and certain, b 
the secondary or tertiary forms of syphilis, after mercury in all ill 
forms of administration had proven abortive, this affent hii 
restored patients to perfect health. A gentleman who had studied 
medicine, but abandoned the practice for the ministry, informed ni 
that he had used, and heard of others prescribing it with entire 
success in a large number of syphilitic cases, after the disease had 
passed into the secondary or tertiary stages, and often after mercoiy 
had been liberally used for a long time. The dose in whioh he 
employed it was one or two fluid drachms of the tincture, six or 
eight ti!nes daily."— (7b/i€« and Scudder^a Mat. Med.) If these 
recommendations of Iria, in that terrible malady, are reliable — and 
we have no reason to doubt the veracity of the above named 
authors — this remedy would be far preferable to its metallio 
analogue, Mercury. The general sphere of action of the Iris, as 
developed by our provings, would certainly point us to its use in 
Syphilis and Gonorrhoja, even if we had no previous intimation of 
its use in those diseases. Some homosopathic author remarks that 
in no proving of Silicia, Calcarea, etc., do we get those nlcerSi 
abscesses, etc., for which those remedies are so specific. So it is 
with Iris. It would be carrying the provings of this medicine 
beyond proper bounds to produce the ulcers, and other character- 
istic symptoms of Syphilis, even if it were possible so to do. Dr. 
Headland's theory of eliminative action may explain why Iris, and 
some other medicines cure Syphilis, namely : by eliminating" the 
virus through the proper glands, thus ridding the system of the 

poison — not antidoting it in the system. N either my colleagues 

so for as I can learn — nor myself, have had any experience in the 
use of Iris in syphilitic aifections. 

In Gonorrh(jea it would appear by its pathogenesis to be 
indicated. I used it in one case, with apparent good results. It 
given at the first dilution, five drops four time a day. 
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In Seminal Emiaaiona^ when accompanied by amoroua dreama^ 
it is very appropriate. When consulted in a case of spermator- 
rhoBa, the first question to be asked is, "Do you have amorous 
dreams, with emissions ? '' If the answer is in the affirmative, I 
consider the case one of irritation^ and treat it with Phos., Canth., 
Oann., Puis, and Iris. If a negative answer is received, the case is 
classed with those arising from want of tone, and lack of vitality 
and which call for such remedies as Kali brom., Conium, Phos. 
acid, Agnus castus and Caladium. This method of ascertaining 
the pathology of this affection, was first laid down by the astute 
Lallemand, whose researches in this direction have been so valuable. 
No proving of this medicine upon the female organism has been 
made. Judging from its effects, upon the male organs, we can safely 
consider it capable of deranging the female organs of generation. 
Eclectic physicians claim to find it useful in the treatment of 
" leucorrhoBa, congestions of the cervix, ulceration, and other 
disorders of the uterine system." Coe thinks it "particularly 
indicated in uterine leucorrhcBa, in which affection it seems to be 
of almost specific value.'* As this variety of leucorrhoea is the 
result of a hyper-secretion of the glandular follicles of the cervix, it 
is quite probable the Iris may act curatively, as its primary effect 
is to cause a similar condition in glandular tissues. " A physician 
who had used this article extensively, and had had ample oppor- 
tunities of testing its virtues, informs us that he had found it more 
effectual in hemorrhages, particularly menorrhagia, than any other 
agent he had ever tried." — {Jonea and Scudder Mat, Med.) li 
the Iris should prove a true homcBopathic remedy for syphilitic 
affections, it will be found useful in many diseases of the vagina, 
uterus, and ovaries, caused by that pervading poison. 

Larynx and Chest. — Short, dry cough ; excited by a tickling in 
the larynx ; pain in the left side, as though the ribs were pressing 
against the lungs ; nnable to take a long breath for the pain in the 
left chest, which was of a cutting and sticking character ; pain in 
the left chest.— (jRot^^ane^.) Hoarseness and ringing in the ears; 
soreness and rawness of the fauces.— (^wr^.) Taken in connection 
with the above symptoms, the experiments of Dr. Burt on animals, 
are quite suggestive. 

Back. — Constant pain, aggravated by motion, in the lumbar 
and sacral region, was a constant symptom when proving Irisin. 
—(Burt.) 

Upper Extremities.— A sharp, tensive pain in right shoulder; 
worse on motion, especially by raising the arm, and continuing a 
long time ; this pain occurs most in the evening ; severe pains ; 
shooting, momentary, and shifting about rapidly, in the phalangeal 
and meta-carpal-phalangeal articiSations ; and also in the sides and 
ends of the fingers, of both hands — these pains more in the evening ; 
sharp pain in the end of middle fingers of left hand, succeeded 
instantly by a similar pain in axilla of left side ; pains in phalanges 
when writing. — {Rowland,) Hands hot and dry all the time. — 
(Burt.) Dr. Rowland advises the Iris in rheumatism of the shoulders, 
wrists, and hands. 
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Uwer XxtraBlttoi.— Pun in the right knee joint, ^fcm 
motion; riolem tearing pmm in right hip and knee jointo ; 
pain similar to those in the hands, in rieht hip, right and M 
joints, and in right foot, espedall j in the fint joint of great 
al] worE^e on motion. — (Rovland.) Trembling snd weakiMH of Ai 
knees ; calvee verr painful, when walking, espedallj tiie nf^kLr^ 
(Burt.) "'After t^he took a few doaea, she lost all power ow«r km | 
lower extremities, but regained it during ooDvaleaoenoc (Wi ' 
can bard] J be considered a pathogenetic symptom, as it oeeaml 
in a patient with trphoid fever.) Pain in lower extremitiea aai 
cramps in calves of lem, with nausea and retdunga'^. — {See IMr. 
KUchmU notice of frit.) The Iris appears hom<Bop«Uuo te 
rheumatalgia of the lower as well aa upper extremities. l>r. Bart 
says it caused paralysis of the hinder extremities, and spasm, of Aa 
fore-legs, in cats. Its aeti<m on the spinal cord may be more inteoaa 
than we are now aware oC In many of its symptoms, eapecialty 
the painK in the chest and extremities, the Iris strongly rr f n im W os 
Bryonia alba. I close my notice of this undoubted polydim^ 
with the hope that from the materials here given, the profnimina 
may rewp some important benefit. 



LEPTANDRU VIRGINICA. 

(Bhuk rocL-^Ovher't Phygie,) 

This is the Veronica virginica of Linnaeus. It is an indigenona^ 
perennial plant, with a simple, straight, smooth, herbaceous steoi, 
from two to five feet in height. (For Botanical descriptioii aee 
King's Dispensatory.) This plant grows throughout the United 
Btates, in limestone countries, in rich moist places, woods, thickets 
and barrens, and flowers in July and August. The root, which, is 
the ofiieinal portion, is about the thickness of the finger, six or seven 
inches in length, of a blackish color externally, and brown internally. 
The powder is dark brown, with a faint odor, and a bitter, nauseooa 
taste. Its virtues are impaired by age. Alcohol and water extract 
its medicinal properties. The root should be gathered in the fall 
of the second year. There has been no accurate analysis of this 
plant. King says it contains '^ an essential oil, bitter extractive, 
tannin, gum, a resin^ and woody fibre." To the resin the name of 
Z^ptandrin has been given, but there are other medicinal princi- 
ples, as the Leptandrin does not contain all the therapeutic proper- 
ties of the root. 

It will be seen by the following proving and remarks, that there 
are three forms in which this plant may be used. Each prepara- 
tion will have different medicinal effects, i. e., one preparation will 
possess qualities which the others do not : 
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(1). — ^The tincture of the fr^h root, which will contain all the 
medicinal virtues of the plant. 

(2). — The tincture, or triturtion, of the dried root which will 
contain only a portion of its virtues, as the narcotic and acrid prin- 
ciples are probably volatile. 

(3). — ^The Leptandrin^ which possesses about the same proper* 
ties as the dried root, with perhaps less of its irritating qualities. 

General Effects. — ^ing thmks the fresh root is too drastic 
and uncertain for medicinal use, as it produces vomiting, bloody 
stools, dizziness, vertigo, and in pregnant females, abortion, unless 
used with much care. (He should give it in minute doses.) The 
dried root is decreed to be *' laxative, tonic, oholagogue, and altera- 
tive. * * It exerts a powerful influence over the absorbent system, 
* * It is thought to possess narcotic properties. Leptandria is 
by the same author said to be a '* powerful cholagogue, with but 
slight laxative influence." Prof. Hill, when an Eclectic, thought it 
to be " aperient, alterative, and tonic." Dr. Coe regards it as 
"alterative, deobstruent, cholagogue, laxative, and tonic." No 
remedy is held in high^ estimation by the Eclectic school than 
this ; and the^ use it profusely, in all diseases, with the same disre* 
gard for special indications, that the Allopaths use mercury. The 
following proving, and clinical experience, though meagre, may do 
something toward showing the real pathogenetic and curative 
power of this agent : 

Mncons Membranes.-^'' No remedy with which we are acquain- 
ted, is more to be relied upon in chronic affections of the mucous 
surfaces." — {Coe.) The fresh root, especially, seems to have a 
peculiar irritating effect upon mucous surfaces. This may proceed 
to inflammation. It may cause pseudo-membranous inflammation 
in the intestines, as occurs in acute enteritis. Coe says Leptan- 
dria is curative in this condition when it occurs in chronic diarrhoea 
and dysentery. It causes an increased secretion and discharge of 
mucus from the intestinal surfaces (the mucous follicles), and in 
higher grades of its toxical action, the secretion is so much 
increased that the discharges are profuse and watery. It may 
even cause ulceration, sloughing, and gangrene. (See Intestines, 
Stools, etc.) 

Serous Membranes. — It seems to have some action on these mem- 
branes, but probably only indirectly. 

Nerves of Motion and Sensation. — ^Its action upon the nervous 
system is probably not direct or notable. 

Olandnlar System. — ^'The glandular system, including the skin, 
partakes of its healthful impresSi" — ( Coe,) Gatchell says it causes 
pain in the sub-maxillary glands. In Dr. Burt's proving it seemed 
to cause pain in the inguinal glands. Its action upon the liver 
seems to be well attested. It arouses its secretory and excretory 
functions. It probably irritatesi the whole intestinal glandular 
apparatus, when given in large doses. In small doses, used homoe- 
opathically, it restores these glands to a healthy action. 

General Symptomt--^Languid, tired feeling ; feel very weak and 
faint; very weak and languid, can hardly walk ; faintness from the 
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severe Dausea at night ; general relaxation of the system ; greit 
prostration ; great lassitude, with disinclination to talk ; talking ■ 
very laborious ; physical and mental depression, with vertigo and 
drowsiness. 

Clinical Remarks. — Notwithstanding the assertion of Eble^ 
tic physicians, Leptandria in large doses, depremes the ^nerd 
stren^h of the syntem. It is only when it is used in proper medie- 
inal (i. e. homoeopathic) doses, that this medicine acts as a tonik. 
It is a tonic in the same manner as Arsenic, Nitric acid or Mercary, 
by removing abnormal conditions. Dr. Gatchell says ** a char 
acteristic indication for its exhibition is excessive debility.^ Dr. 
Coe declares that " one great advantage possessed by the iLeptaiF 
dria is its tonic power. It never debilitates, but, on the contrary, 
invigorates while it deterges." Yet he admits that its operation is 
frequenty attended with considerable prostration. I have wit- 
nessed cases in which a decoction of the fresh root had been admin- 
istered, where the prostration was excessive, and resembled that 
caused by mercury. 

Fever. — Pulse diminished in frequency; feet and legs from knees 
down feel cold and numb; pulse full, but reduced from sixt^to 
forty ; great lassitude ; languor of the whole system ; disinolma- 
tion to talk, which is very laborious ; chilly sensation at the shonl^ 
ders and down the back ; tendency to shiver ; sore and lama 
feeling in the small of the back. — {Gatchell,} Skin hot and dry; 
pain in the bowels with chilliness along the spine. — {Bitrt.) Uni- 
versal chilliness. 

Clinical Remabks.— Coe remarks that when the Leptandria ii 
given in disease, and the patient is fairly brought under its ood- 
stitutional influence, " the skin, which was before hot, dry, and 
constricted, becomes soil, moist, and flexible; expectoratioa 
becomes easy, the arterial excitement is lessened, and the patient, 
before restless, wakeful, and delirious, becomes calm, rational, and 
inclined to sleep." He considers it a valuable remedy in typhoid 
fevers, and in this opinion King, Jones, Morrow, and others oonoar. 
Some homoeopathic practitioners, as Hill, Gatchell, and many of 
my correspondents, place the same high estimate upon its curative 
powers in typhoid states, when there is present, great prostroHonj 
stupor, heat and dryness of the skin, calor mordax, or coldness of 
the extremities; dark, foetid, tarry or watery stools, mixed teUk 
bloody m/ucus, and an icterode condition. 

In Intermittent Fei^er it is a favorite and much-used medicine 
by nearly all Western physicians, of both schools, who combine it 
with Quinine. They assert that it renders the action of Quinine 
more certain, and prevents the liability to a return of the disease, 
at least for the season, and is useful in periodic diseases generally, 
of an obstinate character, in which Quinine alone produces little or 
no result. In my experience, which was at one time very large, in 
diseases of the character referred to, the Leptandria did really act 
in a very beneficial manner. My method was to use it in alterna- 
tion with Quinine, China, Nux vom., or any other medicine indica- 
ted, and always in acordanoe with what I always considered to be 
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its homcBopathic applicability. I do not consider that it has any 
real anti-periodic power, as some drugs undoubtedly have, but it 
removes conditions of the liver which often tend to keep up a con- 
tinuance of intermittent maladies. I usually gave it for the follow- 
ing symptoms : considerable prostration ; loss of appetite ; heavily 
coated brown tongue; bitter taste in the mouth; constipation^ 
or diarrbcea, with dark foetid stools; jaundice; yellow, saturated 
urine. 

In JBilious fevers^ I have given it for nearly the same aymptoms^ 
using Leptandnn second or third dec trit. 

In Infantile remittent^ I have had some e]tcellent results from 
its use, admiuistering the second or third dilution of the tincture^ 
or the third and fourth trit., as seemed most proper. 

Mind, Sleep.— Gloomy; desponding; sleep disturbed by the 
pains in the head and bowels, sleep more disturbed after midnight ; 
very gloomy and irritable all day ^ drowsiness ; a kind of stupor of 
of the mental faculties. 

Clinical Rehabks. — It causes symptoms of the mind, similar 
to those occurring during disordered conditions of the liver, such 
as hepatic torpor, congestions, and the like. Some writers consider 
the fresh root to possess narcotic properties. It seems homoeopa- 
thic to the drowsiness attending hepatic torpor^ or that occurring 
in typhoids. 

Skin. — Skin hot and dry, with frequent pains in the bowels. 

Clinical Rsmabks.— It is probably not homoeopathic to any of 
the various affections of the skin. But may be found useful when 
they are aggravated by the retention of bile. In the intolerable 
itching of the skin, occurring in jaundice, in will prove usefuL 
(See Liver.) 

Head- — Constant^ dtdly frorUcU headache^ worse in the temples ; 
slight frontal headache, with a dull aching sensation in the umbili- 
cus; dull frontal headache, apparently deep seated in the cerebrum^ 
slight frontal headache, with neuralgic pains in the right temple ; 
very severe frontal ?headache^ made nearly unbearable by walking^ \ 
very dizzy while walkiing ; feeling as if the hair was being pulled 
at; vertigo. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^With the knowledge we now possess of the 
action of this medicine^ especially on the liver, we can very prop- 
erly decide the above-described headache to be the so-called "bilious 
headache.'' It somewhat resembles the cephalalgia caused by Nux 
and Bryonia. A "bilious headache" is usually accompanied by 
constipation, furred tongue, bitter taste, indigestion, yellow urine, 
languor, and depression of spirits. A free discharge from the bow- 
els^ of dark-brown, or greenish, feculent matter, usually dissipates 
the pain. Such headaches are relieved^ and even cured, by the use 
of Leptandria, second or third trituration. 

Eyes.— Eyes smart and ache very much (this symptom was 
present during the whole of the proving) ; eyelids agglutinated ; 
profuse secretion of tears ; eyes smarting constantly, with dull, 
aching pains in the eyeballs ; painful sensation in left eyelid ; 
lids and balls feel constricted. — (Dr. Gatchdl.) 
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MoHth, Tbroftt, etf.-^ToDgae coated, yellow along the oentn; 
pain in sub-maxillary glands. 

Gastric Symptoms. — ^Tongue coated yellow along the oentre; fla^ 
pappy taste in the mouth ; nausea, with deathly faintness upon risiw 
in the night ; painful distress in the stomach, with rising of foodi 
very sour; canine hunger; nausea, with faintness; nausea ti 
lowed by vomiting ; severe vomiting, accompanied by diarrhoBa. 

Clinical RE9kf abks. — Among the Eclectics, it is considered i 
^ valuable remedy for dyfspepsiay This phrase is continually used 
in reference to Leptandria. But " dyspepsia '* may be caused bf 
many various morbid states, both of the stomach and liver, thus: 
it may depend upon an excess or a deficiency of bile ; on gastrio 
catarrh, and degeneration of the gastric glands ; atony of tne sto* 
mach ; deficiency of gastric juice, etc., etc. My experience with 
Leptandria inclines me to the opinion that it is chiefly homcBopathio 
to those varieties of dyspepsia which depend upon disordered states 
of the liver, and atony of the stomach. I have found it very usefbl, 
used in alternation with Nux vomica, in men, and Pulsatilla in 
women. If there is present constipation, headachci jaundice, and 
bitter taste in the mouth, I prefer the first decimal trit. If there is 
diarrhoea, rising of sour ingesta, nausea, pain in the bowels and 
debility, the third or sixth trituration. 

^tomMh.— Constant distress in the lower part of the ^ffOh 
trium and upper portions of umbilical regions; sharpy cutting paim 
at intervals in the same parts; constant aching distress in the stomach 
and umbilical regions; constant aching, burning sensation in the 
stomach and liver, aggravated by drinking cold water; severe 
aching pain in the stomach immediately after rising, and continuing 
all the forenoon ; dull, aching pain in the cardiac portion of the 
stomach ; gteat distress in the stomach and small intestines, with 
great desire for stool, that could not be retained one moment; 
weak, sinking sensation at the pit of the stomach. 

Clinical Remasks^ — ^It would seem homoeopathic to some forms 
of gastralgia, cardialgia, pyrosis, and some of the various puns 
and distressing sensations which accompany indigestion* The 
^' sinking sensation at the pit of the stomach,'^ caused by Leptan- 
dria, is probably due to portal congestion, for which condition it 
is one of the most valuable remedies. It should be administered 
at the 2d or 3d dec^ trit. 

liver. — Dull aching pain in the lower part of the right hypo- 
chondriac region, near the gall-bladder^ with dull aching pain in the 
umbilicus, and rumbling in the bowels ; dull aching in the whole of 
the liver — the pain extends to the spine, but is worst near the gall- 
bladder ; constant dull, burning distress in the epigastric and hypo- 
chondriac regions ; dull, aching burning distress in the region of the 
gall-bladder, with frequent chilliness along the spine ; profuse, black, 
undigested stool, followed by great distress in the region of the 
liver, extending to the spine; the pain is of a hot, aching character, 
with chilliness along the spine ; sharp, cutting pains near the gall- 
bladder; great burning distress in the back part of liver, and in the 
spine ; pain in left shoulder and arm. 
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GiiiNicAXi Rbmabks. — ^The edeotio school of medicine, and even 
the allopathic, clatm for Leptandria, that it possesses a specific affini- 
ty for the liver; that it profoundly modifies its functions in various 
^v^ays. King says of Leptandria : '' It is a cholagogue. It causes 
the liver to act with great energy, and without active catharsis, and 
is employed with success in all hepatic afiTections "" * It is indicated 
by an inactive state of the liver, and all functional diseases of that 
organ.'' And of Leptandrin he says : " It is the only known medi- 
cine that efficiently stimulates and corrects the hepatic secretions, 
and removes functional derangement of the liver, without debilita- 
ting the system by copious alvine evacuations.'* Other writers of 
that school reiterate the same statements, and all eclectic practition- 
ers use it with unhesitating confidence. It is to that school what 
" blue mass " is to the allopathic, while the Podophyllin is considered 
to take the place of calomel. But the wide recommendation of Lep- 
tandria in " o^ functional derangements of the liver,'' is too sweep- 
ing, and resembles the assertions of the allopaths, that Mercury is the 
only remedy in " all hepatic derangements." We are aware that the 
researches of Inman and Thudichum seem to render it doubtful if 
Mercury acts directly upon the liver ; but the great mass of the al- 
lopathic school still use it, and probably will, for the next ten gene* 
rations. Dr. Burt's admirable proving of Leptandria, which we 
herewith present the profession, establishes the fact beyond all con- 
troversy, that this medicine does exercise an influence of no doubt- 
ful power over the liver and its secretions. The hepatic symptoms 
are well marked, both the subjective and objective, and the whole 
experiment goes to prove what I have so often asserted in my 
writings : that all the remedies aucceaafuUy used by the allopathic 
schools, are used strictly in accordance with the homoBopathic law of 
cure ; and being administered under that law, do effect cures, not- 
standing the large doses in which they are given— doses which very 
oflen produce needless and painful, and sometimes injuribus medicinal 
aggravations. In regard to the real action of Leptandria on the 
liver, and its secretions, I do not propose to hazard any decided 
opinion, inasmuch as the action of Mercury even, upon that organ, 
is involved in considerable mystery. The same may be said of 
such analagous medicines as Iris versicolor and Podophyllum. But 
I may throw out a few suggestions, which can be taken for what 
they are worth ; '* Calomel," says Draper, " increases the fluid, but 
diminishes the solid constituents of the bUe." It is my impression 
that Podophyllum and Iris versicolor act in a similar manner. Lep- 
tandria, on the contrary, sterna to increase the solid, and decrease 
the fluid constituents of that secretion ; or, in other words, Leptan- 
dria m^y have the power of facilitating the elimination of the proper 
excrementitious portions of the bile, or an excess of the non-excre- 
meutitious portions. It is at present believed that the retention 
of cholesterine in the blood is very injurious. That substance acts 
somewhat after the manner of Urea^ namely: as a direct poison to 
the nervous centres. Its non-elimination causes headache, vertigo, 
languor, depression of spirits, panful sensations in various portions 
oi the body, etc. Now, it is highly probable that Leptandria 
37 
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increases, directly, the elimination of this substance, for under iU 
action, when given in proper medicinal doses, the symptoxnB ennmfr 
rated above, are rapidly dissipated. The retention ot other excre- 
mentitious constituents of the bile cause various morbid conditioiMi 
and the Leptandria, by its peculiar action, seems to be the remedj 
most likely to be of benefit when we wish to eliminate Bucb snb- 
stances through the liver. As it does not appear to increase the 
fluid constituents of the bile, as does Podophyllum and Iris v., its ap- 
parent tonic effect, even in material doses, may thus be aocoonted 
ibr. Mercury, however, seems to have in some instances, a aimfla^ 
action with Leptandria. In minute doses, in certain states of the 
system, it acts as a tonic, i. «., it removes the morbid state by its 
homoeopathic action, and the vital powers resume their normal sway. 
Some further suggestions relating to the action of Leptandria may 
not be amiss. Its primary pathogenetic action seems to be that of 
a stimulant, or irritant of the hepatic cells. Chambers states Uiaft 
*^ Mercury, Nitro-Muriatic Acid, and Manganese, cause an increaae 
of yellow matter in the cells of the liver." Podophyllum may have 
the same effect ; so also Leptandria. As a consequence of this pri- 
mary stimulation or irritation, we have the increased elimination t)^ 
fore mentioned, and sometimes acute congestion and inflammatioD. 
Leptandria therefore is primarily homoeopathic to an irritable condi- 
tion of the liver, in which the discharges are of the peculiar charac- 
ter described under '' Stool," and the pains and abnormal sensa- 
tions are similar to those under ^^ Liver." The secondary effect of 
Leptandria is over-stimulation, or a condilion of &chaitsted irriiabiU' 
tj/y in which the hepatic cells refuse to perform their offioe (particu- 
larly that of eliminating the excremcntitious substances from the 
blood?). In such cases we have the following conditions, namely: 
Jaundice from retention of biliary matters in the blood ; so • called 
"bilious symptoms;'' congestion of the liver, and even chronic in- 
flammation of that organ, with its complications of enlargement, 
abscess, and various other structural changes. Leptandria is there- 
fore secondarily homoeopathic to the last-named pathological states. 
The size of the dose, let me remind the reader, will depend on its 
primary or secondary homojopathicity. 

Abdomen. — Constant^ duU^ aching distress in the umbUicdl region 
with ocasionaly sharp^ cutting pains in the same region : pain and 
distress in the bowels, preventing sleep ; dull pain in the lower part 
of right hypocondriac region and near the gall-bladder, with doll, 
aching distress in the umbilical region, and rumbling in the bowels ; 
great distress in the whole of the bowels ; sharp, cutting pains, with 
rumbling and desire for stool ; stool followed by very weak feeling 
in the bowels and rectum ; constant, dull, aching distress in the 
umbilical and hypogastric regions, with sharp pains every few 
minutes— the pains make me feel very faint ; constant, dull, aching . 
pains in the right inguinal region, passing down to the testicle ; 
dull aching in the lumbar region ; great rumbling and distress in 
the hypogastric region, with a profuse, black, fetid stool, followed 
by slight pains in the bowels ; great distress in the hypogastric 
region, with great desire for stool — the pain is aggravated by drink- 
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ing cold water ; a good deal of distress in the stomach and bowels, 
with a burning sensation ; stool followed by very severe, cutting 
pains in the small intestines; distension ot abdomen; sense of 
vermicular motion in the colon ; sense of coolness in the alimentary 
canal; pain in the left iliac region; rumbling in the intestines; 
flatulence. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The Leptandria is homoeopathic to a 
variety of chronic enteritis, especally that form which is so common 
in camps, and among the lower class of our population in cities. 
It should be useful in bilious enteralgia, and the colics from 
flatulence, etc. 

During the course of cases of typhus abdominalis, symptoms 
will often arise, which call for its administration. Every practitioner 
has met with cases in which the icteric symptoms, the prostration, 
and frequently the abdominal pain, and the character of the 
intestinal discharges, resemble very closely these found in the 
provings of Leptandria. It is not suitable for conditions of such 
intensity as call for the use of Arsenicum, but for those cases where 
the derangement is still functional, and there is yet no real decom. 
position of the fluids and solids, no ulcerations, etc., such as 
Arsenicum causes. I have used the second dec. trit., in a few cases 
of typhus abdominalis, with unequivocal benefit. 

Stool. — Hard, black, and lumpy; afterwards soft and mushy stool; 
stool, soft and mushy, and followed by a very weak feeling in the 
bowels and rectum ; great rumbling and distress in the hypogas- 
trium, with a profuse, black, and very fetid papescent stool, followed 
by slight pain in the bowels ; great desire for stool ; very profuse 
black stool, of the consistence of cream, and partially digested, 
followed by great relief; profuse, black, fetid stool, preceded by 
severe pain in the umbilical and hypogastric regions ; inability to 
retain the stool, which is followed by great relief; great distress in 
small intestines and desire for stool, followed by a soft very fetid 
and black stool ; watery stool, followed by severe cutting pains in 
the small intestines ; inability to retain the stool, which is very 
profuse, fetid, and watery, with large quantities of mucus, and 
followed by very severe pain in the hypogastrium ; desire for stool 
with great rumbling in the bowels, followed by profuse stool of 
watery mucus intermingled with a yellow matter — the evacuation 
was followed by very severe pain in the umbilicus ; profuse, thin 
stool, with large quantities of mnous, followed by sharp, cutting 
pains, and great distress in the umbilical region. 

Clinical Remarks. — It is a Stereotyped phrase of eclectio 
writers that the Leptandria causes ** copious, dark, tar-like dejeo-i 
tions from the bowels.'' They teach that when this symptom occurs, 
after the administration of Leptandria in disease, it is a very 
favorable symptom, and recovery is confidently predicted. This 
assumption is based upon the well-known fact, that similar evacu- 
ations do often occur during the course of bilious and other fevers 
hepatic diseases, etc., and seem to be of a " critical " character, 2.^., 
they relieve the system of certain morbid matters, which had 
caused the malady. I have treated many malarious fevers of a 
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pernicions character, irhen these tar-likc discharges ocurred under 
the homoeopathic use of ArBcnicumand lihus, and when the pecnfiar 
evncuatioDs were not due to tlic medicine, but to the vt« tneaicatnx 
natures, I have known them to occur during an attack of 
supposed portal congestion, when no medicine had been taken. 
But this pathognesiK of Liptandria proves that those peculiar dsri[ 
discharges, are not always the result of natural disease— 4n other 
words, that this medicine is not alone an elttninative of Bocb 
morbid matters, but actually cures such evacuations, when sivento 
healthy persons. Eclectic writers erroneously teach that 'wnenthe 
Leptandria causes black evacuations, it shows that the syetem wm 
being poisoned with '^vitiated bile," or some other morbid matters. 
It is this belief that has led them to the indiscriminate routine, and 
injurious use of this remedy in many diseases. Thev did not stop 
to ask themselves the question, whether the tar-like disohargefl, 
might not be due to the poisonous action of the drug ? I have 
known patients under eclectic treatment to bo kept tindetthe 
action of Leptandria day after day, until the third stage of 
poisoning — namely, that state when watery mucus andUoodj 
stools occur ; because the physician supposed he must continae the 
administration of the medicine until the black discharges oessed. 
When they did cease, then the disease was said to *'nm into 
dysentery ;" but it was the dysentery of Leptandria^ So mnch for 
tne blind adherence to pervading opinion, which is the curse of di 
medical schools. There are some interesting peculiarities in relation 
to the symptomatology of the evacuations caused by lieptandna. 
The catharsis caused by it may be divided into/bt/r stages: 

(1) Discharge of black, thicky tar-like, foetid substanoes. 

(2) Thinner, brownish, often foetid evacuations. 

(3) Stool of mixed mucus, flocculent, and watery matters, with 
yellow bile, or blood. 

(4) Mucus, bloody stool, mixed with shred-like substanoe— 
often pure blood is discharged. 

Now, to prescribe a drug successfully, we should know the 
different stages of its pathogenetic action. This is just as impor- 
tant as to know the stages of disease. The catharsis of Podophyllin 
differs materially from that of Leptandria, and although it eaoses 
some of the varieties of stool, they occur in a different order, li 
we are called upon to prescribe for a diarrhoea, we should investi- 
gate its history ; if that history corresponds in order and naiurSf 
with the Leptandria-disease, then that drug is the specific remedy. 
In the treatment of a dysentery the same rule holds good ; dysen- 
tery occurs in the fourth stage of Leptandria-poisoning, wime it 
occurs in the second stage of podophyllum-intestinal-irritation. With 
some drugs, scanty, bloody, and mucus stools, occur, as a primary 
aymptom, as in cases where the rectum is the seat of inflammation. 

Teste was the first to call attention to the importance of 
selecting remedies upon this data, and the practitioner will find the 
rule a valuable one. 

Dr. P. P. Wells, of New York has lately called the attrition 
of the profession to the importance of the characteristic symptontf 
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of drugs; those symptoms which make it differ from all other 
drugs. Thus, there are man^ remedies for ''black stoolSy^^ hut not 
all will remove that condition; the collateral symptoms must 
correspond. This subject will be noticed in another place. In the 
subject of the proving of Leptandria, it should not escape the notice 
of the physician, that the evacuations per anum are accompanied 
by some peculiar symptoms : The pains in the intestines usually 
occur after stool; in the podophlyllum diarrhosa they occur before^ 
while the diarrhoa of mercury, and many others, the pain is severe 
during the stool. It will also be noticed that the evacuations are 
not followed by tenesmtis. The proving here given does not 
mention it, nor do I find it mentioned in any article refering to its 
action. In practice I have not found it useful when there was 
marked tenesmus attending the disease. Such remedies as 
Podophyllum, Aloes, and Mercurius are more applicable. 

I am inclined to believe that Leptandria does not have any direct 
specific effect on the rectum. Its action on the liver and portal 
system, undoubtedly causes it to effect the rectum and hem- 
orrhoidal vessels but this action is indirect. If we carefully 
study the symptoms of Leptandria, after the method proposed 
by Dr. P. P. Wells, we shall find it a drug possessing a distinct 
itdividuality, as much as any other drug in our Materia Medica. 

In Acute DiarrhoBO^ we shall find this medicine often indicated^ 
and it will prove a valuable specific when administered for the path- 
ological conditions in which it is indicated— those, and the* 
symptoms^ are well shown by the proving. 

In Chronic Diarrhcea^ this drug is even more reliable for the 
general condition, which is shown by the following extracts from 
my lecture on Leptandria, delivered befoi*e the class of Hahne- 
man Medical College, in the winter of 1864 : — 

*' The three principal varieties of chronic diarrhoea, in which 
Leptandria will be found useful, are : 

'^ (a) From chronic inflammation or irritation of the mucouii 
membrane. 

"(J) Dependent on hepatic derangement. 

"(c) Diarrhoea of debility. 

" Some of the indications for Leptandria in the first-named 
variety, I have already given. But I will here call your attention 
to one form of this affection, which bears the common name of 
^' Camp Diarrhoea." This disease is usually contracted in camp, 
where the soldiers are illy protected from atmospheric changes, 
and are exposed to cold, dampness, and foetid exhalations, from 
refuse matter, decaying vegetation, etc. These, together with 
improperly cooked food, and bad water, are the principal causes 
of this malady. Its onset is sometimes gradual, lasting for days 
and weeks before the surgeon's attention is oklled to it by the 
patient ; but it often attacks its victims suddenly, and assumes the 
character of a cholera morbus, or acute enteritis. It is one ot the 
most intractable diseases with which our army has to contend. 
Under allopathic treatment it is almost incurable, and sometimes 
resists all medication, so long as the mian remains in camp or bar- 
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racks, exposed to the same influenoe which oansed it, and obliged 
to subsist upon the usual hospital diet. In the acute BttLges^ the 
following treatment will be round most applicable : If it is eri- 
deutly caased by a cold, or exposure to dampuees, Daloamara, 
Aconite, or Pulsatilla will be found most efficacious. When canaed 
by bad diet, and improper food or water, Pulsatilla, or Podophyllun 
will be most useful. If hepatic derangement is evidently presenti 
Mercurius, Podophyllum, Leptandria, or Iris versicolor will be 
indicated. If the attack is choleraic in its character, ArsenicmD, 
Veratrum alb, or Euphorbia cor., and perhaps Aconite, should be 
selected. But when it assumes a chronic character, and persists 
in spite of altered diet, change of location, etc., then Leptandria or 
Leptandrin will be found an invaluable remedy. In many oases 
its persevering use will alone effect a cure, although there are 
cases in which we may be obliged to resort to the auxiliary aid of 
Phosphoric acid. Nitric add, Arsenicum, Sulphur, or Mereurios 
corrosivus. 

^^It is in most cases absolutely necessary that the patient (the 
subject of Camp Diarrhcea) should be removed from camp, or 
barracks, as soon as possible, and transferred to some healthy 
locality. For obvious reasons, a return to the patient's home is to 
be preferred. Here his military dress should be ' changed for his 
former civilian's apparel and bis diet should consist of plain, nutritious, 
easily-assimilable substances. My experience has been that patients 
do the best upon a milk diet; plain bread and milk being the best 
form of its use. In addition, he should have a certain limited 
amount of good fresh beef, mutton, or game, every day. Taking 
the hint from the practice of an eminent Russian military surgeon, 
who successfully adopted the treatment in the great military 
hospitals, I have advised the use of raw, or nearly raw, beei^ 
and in most instances, with the most satisfactory results. Tender, 
lean steak should be selected, and chopped very fine, a very small 
quantity of salt may be added if the patient insists. Of this an 
adult may eat one or two ounces, three times a day, with his bowl 
of bread and milk. Potatoes, salted meats, warm bread, raw fruit, 
pastry, coffee, preserves, and liquors, should be prohibited. Mode- 
rate exercise will be of advantage ; too much, injurious. If the 
chronic diarrhcea depends for its continuance on debility, and 
resembles the colliquative diarrhoea of phthisis, accompanied by 
hectic fever and colliquative sweats, the Leptandria is still useful, 
but should be given in alternation with Phosphorus, Arsenicumf 
China, or Ferrum. The two latter are especially indicated if a 
lientery is developed, and the food passes the bowels unchanged, 
or in a state of putrefactive fermentation. 

*'In some cases such is the debility and relaxation of the mucous 
membrane, that the serous and even fibrinous parts of the blood 
escape, attended sometimes with more or less of the red coloring 
matter. An increased degree of the same affection constitutes 
passive hemorrhage. It is not unfrequently associated with a 
watery state of the blor>d, which becomes incapable of sustaining a 
dq^ energy in the extreme vessels. In such conditions, Leptandria 
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is still nsefal, but should be aided by those remedies which are 
capable of bringing back the blood to a normal condition. First in 
importance stands Iron. The preparation I prefer is the Phos- 
phate, given in the form of syrup of super-phosphate of Iron, 
tl^irty drops after each meal, or a few grams of the first decimal 
trituration of the Pyro-phosphate. Next in value are Hydrastin, 
Helonin, Muriatic acid, and sometimes Nux vomica. The Citrate 
of Iron and Strychnine , is often one of the most efficient remedies 
for chronic diarrhoea when we have two conditions ; namely, aa 
impoverished state of the blood, and an atonic state of the mus- 
cular tissues of the intestines. When these states obtain, we 
usually find alternate constipation and diarrLosa, deficient diges- 
tion, accumulations of flatulence and hemorrhoids. 

Dr. Small is very successful in the treatment of Chronio 
Diarrhoea : he relies upon Nitric Acid and Arsenicum. 

^^ Chronic ulceration of the intestines often occurs during the 
course of a chronic diarrhoea. Dr. Chambers says : * There is no 
disorder in which emaciation is so marked a feature throughout 
its whole course, as chronic ulceration of the small intestines. 
Ulcerations of the coecum and colon, tubercular or not, produce as 
much, nay, often more diarrhoea ; but they are not, h^ any means, 
so distinguished in their power of reducing the patient. In this 
lesion of the ilia, even the parts which are not the actual seat of 
disease, seem incapacitated from absorbing nutriment, ancL the 
victuals pass through the alimentary canal in the same state as 




thousands of children are yearly carried off by this malady in every 
large city. In this affection Arsenicum, Merc, cor., Sulphur, 
Nitric acid, and Phytolacca are indicated. The Leptandria has 
also been of use in my hands, when, with the usual symptoms, there 
was present a jaundiced hue of the skin, sallow complexion, pain 
in the region of the liver, lack of bile in the evacuations, and groat 
debility. In such a condition I would advise you to use, for adults, 
the first decimal trituration ; for children, the third trituration. 

" When the ulceration is tubercular, you will have to resort to a 
different class of remedies, prominent among which I would advise 
the hypophosphate of lime (oalcis hypophosphis), which has all 
the curative properties of calc. carb., together with the recupera- 
tive qualities of phosphorus. The second . or third dec. trit. will 
prove the most satisfactory. Leptandria may be called for, even 
in this disease, if we find disorder of the liver complicating the 
case. I believe it increases the absorbent action of the intestinal 
mucous membrane, and thus prevents the excessive emaciation. 
In respect of the action of Leptandria on the mucous membranes 
of the mtestines Dr. Coe, gives a case which is quite interesting. 
He says : ' No remedy with which we are acquainted, is more to 
be relied upon in chronio affections of the mucous surfaces. Its 
value in this respect is peculiarly apparent in chronic dysentery 
and diarrhoea, and other diseases of the bowels. When false 
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membranous formations have occurred in the smaller intestinei 
produced by the gradual exudation of plastic lymph^ the Leptan- 
dria may be relied upon for their removal, with great oonfidenoe. 
mm* We have also used it with great success, in the care of 
constipation and piles. We recently treated a case of the latter 
complaint, accompanied with frequent hemorrhage from the 
rectum, of twelve years standing. A short time after commendiig 
its use, the patient discharged considerable quantities of false 
membrane, in shreds and patches, and a number of pieces aeyeral 
inches in length, forming complete tubes. The evacoation of this 
matter was attended with an amelioration of all the syuxptomSi 
and at the present time the patient declares himself ivell. The 
bowels are regular, appetite good, the hemorrhage haa ceased, 
and the distressing pain, so long experienced beneath the Baorom, 
entirely gone.' 

This is quite an important clinical fact, and although the 
cases Were treated with massive doses two to four gra. twice or 
thrice a day, we cannot doubt that the remedy was homcBopathic 
to the disease mentioned. 

In Woods' Practice, article " Chronic Enteritis," we find that 
^^occasionally portions of false membrane are discharged, and in 
some rare instances, tubes of considerable length, obviously the 
result of a plastic inflammation, throwing out coagulable lymph 
upon the surface of the mucous membrane.'' 

Dr. Gumming of Edinburg has given an account of a peoaliar 
variety of pseudo-membranous inflammation of the bowels (quoted 
by Wood). In this variety. Dr. Simpson used Arsenic, a remedy 
horoosopathic to the disease, and Dr. Gumming used tar and electro 
"galvanism,'' successfully. 

Believing, as I do, that all medicinal remedies cure only under 
the law of similia, it seems highly probable to me that Leptandriai 
in the case given by Dr. Coe, caused the expulsion of the xnembraae 
and effected the cure, by virtue of its power to cause a mmiUF 
pathological state. 

Chronic Dysentery is often associated with chronic enteritis, 
and it is not always easy to detennine, how far the two portions <tf 
the bowels are severally involved in the inflammation, nor is the 
decision a matter of much importance. Ghronic Diarrhoea and 
Dysentery are very nearly allied in their anatomical character, and 
we ofben And cases where the symptoms of both mialadiea are 
intimately blended. But chronic dysentery, when not thus com- 
bined, is distinguished from chronic diarrhoea by the frequency and 
comparatively small quantities of the evacuations, their character, 
and the tenesmus with which they are attended. The greater 
number of the stools consist chiefly of mucus, sometimes mixed 
with pus-like matter or blood. Occasionally, however, feculent or 
bilious matter is mixed with the proper dysenteric discbarge. 
When the disease occupies the rectum and lower portions of uie 
colon, the feculent discharge is often consistent, and instead of 
being uniformly mixed ydth mucus, is either irregularly pervaded I 
by it in layers or streaks, or enveloped in a thick coating of it, I 
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derived from the surface of the bowel with which the foeces lay in 
contact. There is usually more or less tormina, and tenderness on 
pressure ; the pulse, skin, and appetite are affected as in chronic 
diarrhoea, and there is nearly the same emaciation. Chronic 
Dysentery is seldom an original disease, but when it occui^ is 
almost always in consequence of an acute attack. It is very often 
a result of acute attacks of " camp dysentery," and even '* camp 
diarrhoea'' may run into a chronic dysentery* In this disease wo 
have in Leptandria a valuable and efficient remedy, but it is more 
applicable to those cases in which a chronic enteritis complicates 
the disorder. 

In Chdera Infantum it has proved a very useful remedy. Dr. 
King (Eclectic), says : — " In cholera infantum, a disease which some- 
times sets at defiance all the skill of the physician, I have met with 
excellent success by the following combination : Leptandria six grs., 
Quinia three grs.. Camphor one and a half grs.. Ipecacuanha three- 
fourths grs., mixed and divided in twelve powders, of which one 
may be given every two or three hours, and its use continued thus 
for several days. Its action at first is to increase the alvine pass- 
ages, and apparently augment the disease, but in a few days the 
character of the evacuations change, become more and more 
normal, as well as more regular in their appearance ; after which, 
one or two powders per day for a week will render the cure 
permanent." 

I have quoted the above, to show that this mixture, absutd as 
it is^ really cured the disease homosopathically. 

Leptandria^ the main ingredient, is eminently homoBopathic to 
the disease in most cases, as the proving shows conclusively. 

Quinia^ for which we substitute China^ is indicated by the 
general condition (prostration from loss of fluids), and by the 
special symptoms (copious, dark, or light, watery stool, etc). 

Ipecac, is one of our best remedies, when there occurs vomiting 
with the diarrhcBa, and Camphor^ as shown by Hahnemann is quite 
homoeopathic to choleraic symptoms, with considerable prostration. 
By the use of Leptandria third trit., China second dil., and Xpecac, 
first or second, with Camphor tenth, as an intercurrent remedy, the 
homcBopathist, can cure his patients, without the danger of doing 
injury to the organism, especially in oases of children, that is apt 
to occur from such massive doses as is advised by King, who 
admits that the disease is apt to be aggravated at first by the 
medicines. 

Dr. B. L. Hill, when an Eclectic, wrote as follows concerning 
the action of Leptandria, in dysentery. 

"In the epidemic dysentery which has prevailed for the last two 
seasons (1854,55,) in many parts of our country, this article has 
been of great service. It was usually given with the best success, 
after evacuating the bowels freely, with a combination of Podo- 
phyllin and Leptandria, or Rhubarb. For this purpose give from 
one-half of a grain to a grain every hour, gradually lengthening the 
intervals as the discharge becomes darker. Though it may not be 

38 
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applicable in all cases of dysentery, it is doubtless one of the moil 
nsefnl articles in this dangerous disease.^' 

The epidemic referred to was of an adynamic character, qaiddy 
prostrating the patient, and often ran into a typhoid oonditioDi 
For the same epidemic. Dr. Hill would now advise and use widi m 
good results, minute doses of Leptandria, Podophyllum, Arsenioam, 
and Baptisia. It may be remarked here that Podophyllum is indioi- 
ted for a much higher ^ade of inflammation and irritation of the 
bowels, than Leptandria. The following was Dr. Hill's estimate 
of the action of Leptandria: — *' It is not strictly cathartio. It is 
aperient, alterative and tonic. In cases of children affected with 
summer complaint, where there is evidently a lack of the proper 
biliary secretions, but when owing to the already irritated god- 
dition of the bowels, the ordinary remedies for arousing the liver 
are inadmissible, this article seems to be the very thing need ed. While 
it acts freely upon the liver, instead of purging, it seems to ohange 
the discharge from the light, and watery, or slimy condition, to a 
darkened and apparently bilious state rendering them more and 
more consistent, until they become perfectly natural, without 
having been arrested entirely, or at any time aggravated. It at 
the same time seems to act as a tonic, restoring the tone of the 
stomach, and increasing the strength and activity of digestion." 

Dr. Hill the homoeopathic, values the Leptandria as highly as 
did Dr. Hill the eclectic, but he accounts for its action in a more 
rational manner. As the latter he gave one-fourth to one grain 
every hour or two, in acute cases, or one to two grains three times 
a day in chronic cases ; as the former he finds one-tenth or one- 
hundreth of a grain equally servicable. In those severe cases of 
disease which clearly resemble the primary symptoms of poisoning 
with the fresh root of Leptandria, the thirtieth, if prepared from 
a good tincture, would doubtless act curatively. 

Urine.— Urine at first slightly acid, then neutral and rather 
scanty; urine very red, and does not affect litmus paper; dull, 
aching pain in the lumbar region. 

Clinical Reac arks. — ^King says " it exerts a powerful infiaenoe 
upon the absorbent system, and in combination with cream of tartar, 
has been successfully used in obstinate cases of dropsy,* 

If Leptandria is homoeopathic to any variety of dropsy, it is 
probably that dependent on disease of the liver. In order to test 
Its value in dropsy, or, indeed, any disease, it should be given alone. 
To combine medicines is to lose all data concerning the real action 
of any single agent. 

It is doubtful if Leptandria exercises any specific action on the 
functions of the kidneys, yet a medicine may be useful in dropsy 
without being a diuretic. It may act curatively by a certain general 
restorative power. Thus China^ Iron^ Helonias, etc., may remove 
dropsies by bringing the organism up to a normal condition. Any 
cause which obstructs the circulation in the portal system of veins, 
will induce dropsy. Chronic tumefaction of the liver, and organic 
diseases of that organ ; also inflammation of the portal vein, are 
the principle causes of the varieties of hepatic dropsy. 
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Thorax. — Soreness in left side of the thorax, especially about 
the cardiac region. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — ^In affections of the liver, we may have 
sympathetic disturbances of the heart's action; so also from 
dyspepsia. 

Indirectly the Leptandria may prove useful in some derange- 
ments of the functions of the heart. 

Back. — Sore and lame feeling in the small of the back. 

Upper Extremities' — Both wrists are very lame, and ache 
severely, lasting some hours ; pain in left shoulder and arm ; chilly 
sensation at the shoulders and down the arm. 

Clinical Rs&iasks. — ^Pain in the left shoulder is a symptom of 
disease of the posterior portion of the liver. 

Lower Extremities. — ^Feet and legs, from the knees downward, 
feel cold and numb. 

DE. BTTET's PEOVTBTG OP LEPTAISTDBIA. 

January 29th, 1864. — Am perfectly well»; good appetite; 
bowels regular, once a day ; urine acid. My temperament is san- 
guine-nervous, with a little of the bilious. Took one grain of 
Leptandrin, at 10 a. m.; 10.15, natural stool; 12 m., constant, dull, 
frontal headache, worse in the temples ; constant distress in the 
lower part of the epigastric region, and umbilicus — ^by spells there 
are sharp, cutting pains, in the same parts* Took two grains, 3 p. k.; 
slight, frontal headache, with a dull, aching sensation in the umbili- 
cus. Took three ^ins, 5 p. m. ; constant, dull, frontal headache, 
very severe, deep m the regions of causality ; constant, dull, aching 
distress in the umbilicus — ^at times there are very sharp pains in the 
same region. Took four grains, 9 p. h^ the frontal headache has 
been very severe; eyes smart, and ache very much; constant, 
aching distress in the umbilicus, with sharp pains at times; feeling 
very gloomy. Took 6 grains. 

January 30th. — ^Feeling very tired ; slept middling well ; awoke 
several times, and found that I had a severe frontal headache. 
Took six grains at 7 a. h.; 10 a. m., slight, dull headache, with 
slight distress in the bowels. Took eight grains, 12 m.; constant, 
dull headache, very much worse in the regions of causality ; eyes 
sore, and smart severely ; constant, aching distress in the stomach ; 
with great distress in the umbilical region. Took ten grains 2 p. ic, 
had to ride ten miles on horseback, did not notice any particular 
symptoms. At 6 p.m. took fifteen grains; 9 p.m., slight, frontal 
headache; eyes ache, and smart severely; constant, aching dis- 
tress in the epigastric and umbilical regions, with snarp, cutting 
pains, by spells ; urine slightly add ; no stool to-day. 

January 31st. — Had a restless night after midnight; the pains 
and distress in the bowels prevented me from sleeping; feeling very 
languid ; dull pain in the lower part of the right hypochondriac region ; 
tongue coated yellow along the center. Took twenty grains at 8 a.m.; 
stool, first part hard, black, and lumpy, afterwards soft and mushy ; 
12 M., slight, frontal headache; eyes smart very much; frequent, 
dull, aching pains in the lower right, hypochondriac region, near the 
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gall bladder, with dall, aching distress in the umbilical regioD, and 
rumbling in the bowels. Took twenty-five grains, 2 P. m. ; doll, 
aching distress in the whole of the liver that extends to the spine; 
the most distress is in the region of the gall-bladder ; great distreai 
in the whole of the bowels, with sharp, cutting pains, rumbling, and 
desire for stool ; stool, soft and mushy, followed by a very weak 
feeling in the bowels and rectum ; 6 p. m., frontal headache ; eyei 
smart a great deal ; constant, burning, aching distress in the region 
of the stomach and liver ; dull, aching distress in the umbilical and 
hypogastric regions. Took twenty-five grains, 9 p. m.; dull, frontal 
headache that is very deep in the cerebrum; eyes smart very 
much ; burning distress in the whole epigastric and hypochondriac 
regions ; constant, dull, aching distress in the umbilical and hypo- 
gastric regions, with very sharp pains every few minutes ; makes 
me feel very weak and faint ; constant, dull, aching pain in the 
right inguinal region, that passes down to the right testicle ; it is 
very hard to endure the pain in the testicle ; dull aching in the , 
lumbar region ; uriiie rather scanty, and does not affect blue litmus 
paper. 

February 1st. — Had a restless night after midnight; skin was 
very hot and dry, with frequent pain in the bowels ; eyelids aggio* 
tinated ; unpleasant ; flat taste in mouth ; tongue coated yellow, along 
the centre; great rumbling and distress in the hypogastric region, 
with a profuse, black, very foetid, soft, papescent stool, with 
slight pain in the bowels afterwards ; feeling very languid. At 
6 a.m., took thirty grains; 11 a.m., frequent, dull, aching dis- 
tress in the umbilical and hypogastric regions. Took forty grains, 
2 p. M.; for the last two hours I have been in awinl pain and dis> 
tress in the epigastric, umbilical, and hypogastric regions; drinkinff 
cold water aggravates the pain and distress very much; dui^ 
aching, burning distress in the region of the gall-bladder, with 
frequent chilliness along the spine ; great distress in the hypo- 
gastric region, with great desire for stool ; very profuse, black 
stool, about the consistence of cream, with undigested potatoes in 
it. This gave great relief, but was followed by great distress in 
the region of the liver, extending to the spine ; it is of a hot, aching 
character, with chilliness along the spine ; 6 p. m., slight, frontdi 
headache; there has been constant distress with very sharp pains 
by spells, in the lumbar region ; 10 p. m., slight frontal headache, 
with sharp pains in the temples ; there has been constant distress, 
with pains in the whole of the abdomen, since 5 p. m., but, for the 
last half hour, the pains in the umbilical and hypogastric regions have 
heen awful to endure, with rumbling and great desire for stool ; S 
very profuse, black, foetid stool, that ran a stream from my bowels, 
and could not be retained a moment; this gave great relief, but, 
did not stop the pain altogether ; urine very red, does not affect 
blue litmus paper. 

February 2nd.~Slept soundly; feeling very languid; both 
wrists are very lame and ache quite severely the left one aches 
the most, pain lasted until noon ; tongue coated, yellow along the 
centre ; flat taste in the mouth. Immediately after getting up, a 



/ 
LEPTANDRIA VIRGINICA. , 801 

very severe, aching distress came on in the epigastric region. At 
10 A. M., the distress in the stomach is constantly getting worse; 
I cannot sit or stand still, it is so severe ; food rises very sour; 12 
M., the painful distress in the stomach has been unendurable all the 
forenoon ; it is a hard, aching, burning sensation, and appears to be 
in the stomach ; 9 p. m^ the painful distress in the stomach has not 
been so hard, but have had severe pains in the umbilical region 
all th» afternoon ; urine neutral ; no stool to-day. 

February 3rd. — Slept soundly ; awoke at 6 a. m., feeling very 
hungry, with great distress in the epigastric region, and continued 
nntil I had breakfast; frequent pains in thi epigastric region 
all day. 

February 4th. — Slept well^ feeling quite well; great desire 
for food ; stool, fmst part natural, last part soft and mu^y. 

February 6th.; — Awoke at 2 a. m., feeling very hungry ; have 
a great appetite; 11 a. m., took twenty drops of the fluid extract 
of Leptandria ; 12 m., dull, frontal headache; profuse secretion of 
tears ; dull, aching (tistress in the stomach and umbilical region ; 
dp. M., slight headache; constant, aching distress in the umbilicus 
with sharp pains by spells ; sharp, cutting pains near the gall- 
bladder. Took thirty drops, 4 p. if., dull, frontal headache, with 
a sensation as if the hair were pulled at ; good deal of distress in 
the stomach and bowels, with a burning sensation ; 6 p. m., dull, 
aching distress iu the umbilicus. Took forty drops ; .10 p. m., there 
has been a great deal of distress in the umbilicus, with a great 
burning distress in the back part of the liver and in the spine ; soft, 
mushy stool ; took fifty drops. 

February 6th. — Slept well ; arose once in the night ; immediately 
I became sick at my stomach, with a deathly faintness ; tongue 
coated yellow ; flat taste in my mouth ; 7 a. m., took six drops ; 10 
A. M., slight headache ; great distress in. the small intestines, and 
desire for stool ; stool soft, very foetid, and black.. Took seventy 
drops ; noon, dull, aching distress in the umbilical . region, with 
very sharp pains by spella Took eighty drops ;^ 3^ p. h., slight^ 
frontal headache ; eyes smart a good deal ; constant, dull, aching 
pain in the cardiac portion of the stomach ; great distress in the 
umbilicus. Took one hundred drops ; 10 p. m., slight frontal 
headache, with neuralgic pains in the right temple ; eyes smarting 
constantly, with dull pains in the eyeballs ; have had very severe 
pains in the stomach and small intestines, with great distress and 
desire for stool ; stool soft, very foetid, and mushy ; have been very 
gloomy and very irritable all day. Took one hundred and twenty 
drops. 

February 7th. — ^Up all night with a very sick patient ; had 
frequently severe pains in the umbilical and hypogastric regions ; 
stool, 3 A. M., that run a stream ftom my. bowels, foUowed 
by very severe cutting ]^3inB in. the small intestines; 8 a.m., very 
severe frontal headache, walking makes it almost intolerable; 
great distress in the stomach and all of the small intestines, with 
great desire for stool, that could not be retained one moment ; run 
a stream from my bowelsy very foetid, with large quantities of 
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mucus in it, followed by severe pain in the hypogastrio region ; 
Took one hundred and sixty drops. 1 ▲. m., there has been oon^ 
stant and very violent frontal headache; great distress in the 
stomach and small intestines, with frequent pains in the ombiliciis 
that make me feel very faint and weak ; great rumbling in the 
bowels; stool that could not be retained, consisting of water 
and large quantities of mucus and a little yellow matter^ 
followed by very hard pains in the umbilicus ; very diEBy while 
walking; quite weak and languid, can hardly walk; 12 ic^ severe 
frontal headache ; constant, dull, aching, burning distress in the 
whole of the bowels, with frequent pain and rumbling, and great 
desire for stool; stool of water and mucus, followed by very nard 
pain in the hypogastric and umbilical region ; 2 p. k., anotber very 
profuse, thin stool, with large quantities of mucus ; great frontal 
headache ; very weak and languid, compelled to go to b^ ; 4 p. ic, 
slept two hours, awoke with great distress in the whole of the 
bowels, and great desire for stool; profuse, watery stool mixed 
with mucus that could not be retained; 5 p. k^ another 
stool of mucus and water, with part natural faeces, very fcstid; 
6 p. M., another stool, with large quantities of mucus in it, followed 
by sluu|), cutting pains, and great distress in the umbilicnal region; 
feeling very weak and faint; 9 p. m^ another profuse stool that 
could not be retained, followed by severe pains in the bowels ; very 
severe frontal headache. 

February 8th.— Slept soundly, feeling very languid; tongoe 
coated yellow along the centre; dull, aching distress in the bowels; 
during the night have had frequent pains in the umbilicus, with 
much rumbling all day ; no stool ; great appetite. 

February 9th. — ^Lost my sleep last night, and am feeling verv 
bad to-day; have had frequent pains in my bowels all day, wUh 
severe headache; no stool. 

February 10th. — Slept well ; feeling very well, excepting fre- 
quent pains in the umbilical region ; soft, yellow, papesoent stool, 
preceded by pain in the umbili<^ region. 



NUPHAR LUTEA. 

{Smaajhwered, yeUow Pond-J^Uy.) 



Thb well-known plant is found all over the United States, 
growing in ponds and stagnant waters, is of a similar habit to the 
white pond-lily — ^the leaves always floating in deep water, and 
are erect in shallow. The petioles are semi-cylindrical ; color of the 
root and flower, deep yellow. Dr« Marcy says the species used by 
Dr. Petit, the prover, was the «ma^ and flowered, yellow pond4ily, 
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n. lutea^ not the Jor^flowered, <5ommon yellow lily — from whichi 
however, it is said to be sometimes difficult to distinsuish it. 

This proving was made with the fourth^ sixth, seventh and 
eighth dilutions, by Dr. Petit, and translated from the Jour, de la 
Societe GaUicanej and may be found in the North Amer. Jour., 
Vol. 3, p. 250. I have arranged the pathogenesis acoording to the 
general plan herein adopted. 

General SymptOBS. — Weakness ; restlessness ; diminntion of the 
strength; and flush, healthy complexion. 

EmotlYe Sphere.— 'Excessive moral sensibility, giving one great 
pain on witnessing the suffering of animals ; great impatience at 
the slightest contr^iction. 

Bkin.— Toward the end often or twelve days which followed 
the commencement of the proving (first), there appeared, on differ^ 
ent parts of the body, a number of red blotches, tolerably regular 
in outline, oval or circular, prominent, and covered with Uttle 
scales, of a silvery white ; in short, resembling paoriaaU. There 
were a few on the posterior surface of the armp, but they wei^ most 
abundant on the anterior' surface of the legs ; they itched violently^ 
especially in the evening. Friction removed the little scales, which 
were rapidly reproduced ; remained a few days, then fell off agaid 
from the scratching induced by the itching. This eruption lasted a 
month and a half. As it disappeared, and the scales ceased to be 
reproduced, the skin at the place of each blotch became pale, red or 
yellowish. It would be impossible to mistake the character of pscv 
riasis in these symptoms. Were they pathogenetic or unconnected 
with the remedy." — {Petit.) Aggravation of a moderate ptyriasis 
capitis, of several years standing ; morning and evening, especially^ 
the itching is intolerable, and the comb brings away a great 
quantity of hair (second proving). (Dr. P. doubts whether thi# 
was a drug symptom, as the pityriasis was constitutional with him^ 
Sensation like flea-bites in different parts for several days ; a red, 
slightly prominent patch, covered with little white scales, and itch' 
ing violentlv, on the interior surface of the right arm, near the 
axilla ; a red, oval, prominent patch, as large as a five-cent piece, on 
the internal surface of the left arm, exactly like a patch of psoriasis^ 
covered with silvery scales, &lling off, and renewed again every 
few da^s, itching violently especi^ly in the evening. 

With very commendable frankness Dr. Fetit offers the 
following : 

Remarks. — " We have seen during my first proving, an erup- 
tion like psoriasis appeared on my lower limbs. Although- of an 
eminently psoric constitution, manifested in childhood by tempo* 
rary enlargements of the cervical lymphatics, chilblains, catarrhal 
inflammation of the eyelids, eta, and in adult life by symptoms 
resembling, at one time, the commencement of tuberoular consump- 
tion, and which only yielded to homoeopathic treatment, it was 
nevertheless the^^^ occauon in which I had been affected with an 
eruption of this nature. It continued for a month and a half. In 
the second proving, subsequently instituted a few months after, 
there was no eruption. But in the thirds five months afterwards. 
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two patches appeared on the internal garface of each arm. Four 
years afterwards, While an interne at the Hospice de la ScUpkriire^ 
and brought every morning in contact with some hundred patients 
affected with itch, I was seized with a general psoriasis, which 
lasted more than a month, without being in the least affected by 
any medicament, and only yielded, at the end of three or four 
weeks, to the alternate use of mangamim and nitric acid. Every 
year since has been marked by the appearance of two or three 
patches of psoriasis. Quite recently I again proved the N\iphixr L, 
and in less than a fortnight the patches of psoriasis appeared on all 
sides. ♦ ♦ ♦ What conclusion shall we draw firom 
these facts ? Did the Nuphxir act three times in succession to pro- 
duce the eruption ? Or cUd it simply act by awaking the patholog- 
ical susceptibilities of the economy, and depressing the vital func- 
tions, and thus favor the appearance of the disease ? Or is the 
whole thing a mere coincidence ? I shall willingly adopt the latter 
conclusion as the wiser one, until further provings, and an extended 
clinical experience shall have thrown more light upon the subject.'' 

This conclusion does honor to his judgment. Let further pro- 
vings on healthy persons be made. 

Head* — Pressive headache in the forehead and temples, ceasing 
in the open air ; boring pain in transitory attacks in the left anterior 
part of the forehead, in the evening ; dull, or teasing pains, some- 
times in the forehead, at others in the whole upper part of the 
head ; heaviness in the whole head, in the middle of the day ; dull, 
deep lancinatioDS behind the left frontal eminence ; dull pain in the 
letl anterior central lobe; very painful, bruising, shaking in the 
brain at every step when walking ; dull pain and sensation of pain- 
ful weight in .the orbit all day, in the right anterior cerebnd lobe, 
and right side of the occiput; painful heaviness in the orbit, at the 
base of the brain— a very frequent symptom since the beginning of 
the proving; lanoinations in the left anterior part of the brain; 
Weight in the temples in the morning. * 

1^ CuNicAL Remabks.— The pains about the orbital regions are 
peculiar. Dr. P. is of the opinion that its action is deep, direct and 
primary on the nervous centers. 

Byes. — ^DuU pain, and sensation of weight in the orbit ; discol- 
ored eyes, {around the eyes f M) (For other symptoms of the 
orbity see Head.) 

Face. — Face pale ; discolored eyes ; though otherwise as well as 
nsual. 

Gailtric and Intestinal Symptoms,— Sweetish taste several times a 
day ; sense of weakness ; slightly painful over the whole anterior 
Burfece of the stomach ; soft stool, preceded by some colic, for sev- 
eral days ; diarrhoeaic stools, morning and evening, preceded by 
violent colic pains in the rectum ; six stools from 8 p. m., to 6 a. k.; 
diarrhojaic stool during the day, after breakfast and another after 
dinner ; yellow diarrhoea, especially in the morning, for three days, 
five or six stools a day, without colic or epigastric trouble, except 
at times a sense of weakness in the epigastric region ; the stools 
are always more numerous toward five or six o'clock, a. m.; 
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emissioQ of flatulence in evening, with wind oolio; smarting^ and 
burning pain at the anus, after every Btool; stitches, as from 
needles, in the rectum. 

Clinical Remarks. — " In the chronological order of the symp- 
toms, those which are seated in the digestive organs do not com- 
mence until a number of days after the disturbance has been mani- 
fested in the nervous functions. Their seat, so far as can now bo 
judged, is in the lower part of the digestive canal. Thus the pains 
which accompany or precede the stools, are principally seated in 
the rectum. The appetite is not at all disturbed, still the strength 
is not renewed, nutrition languishes, the face becomes pale, the eyes 
dark colored. The stools are sometimes soft, generally languid, 
yellow, most frequent between four and six o'clock, a. m. It is 
indicated in acute or chronic cases of entero-colitis., when the 
aggravation takes place, in the early morning, and generally in 
cases where there is depression of the virue functions." — {I>r. 
jPetiL) 

Case 1. — "M. B., cet, twenty eight, had had a morning diar- 
rhcBa for three months. He had to rise every morning towards five 
o'clock, several times for this purpose of going to stool — never any 
colic. Bryonia and Sepia, did no good in a fortnight ; the diar- 
rhoea continued of the same character, and the slightest error in 
diet aggravated it, Nuphar cured it rapidly. — (Ih) 

Case 2. — " M. Louis B., €bL twwity-one, Professor of Literature, 
had scarce returned from the country, towards the end of last 
autumn, when he was taken with a morning diarrhoea, with colic. 
Between four and six, a. m., he had two or three stools, and com- 
monly one in the evening. This state had lasted eight days. After 
first dose of Nuphar, taken at night, the diarrhoea ceased.'' 

Case 3. — " M. L., mU forty-three, musician, had suffered three 
years from entero-colitis, contracted by excesses at the table, and 
venery, and domestic troubles. He had exhausted the resources of 
the old school, and of quackery, without benefit ; and when he 
consulted me, towards the end of last November, he presented the 
following case:— Appetite good, sometimes excessive; frequent 
regurgitations of an acrid and corrosive taste; digestion slow; 
colic and rumbling every night, awakened several times from five 
to seven, every morning, to go to stool, which was liquid or soft, 
yellowish, and either sour or foetid ; the least excess, of any kind, 
produced an aggravation of this state, and generally obliged him 
to remain in bed for a day or two — ordinarily he was enabled to 
attend to his affairs ; his sleep was agitated ; heat in the palms of 
his hand« ; frequent pulse ; at times a dull pain in the left renal 
region, which was sensitive to the touch. From the first doses of 
Nuphar he derived more benefit than he had previously experi- 
enced from any treatment, and in two months he was well." — (iJ.) 

Case 4.— "M. D., a jeweler, o&U thirty-three, had had a diar- 
rhoea for a fortnight, which obliged him to get up several times for 
stool, towards five or six, a. m. He had no colic, but experienced 
burning at the anus, together with general depression. The diarr 
rhoea ceased from the second day." — (2i.) 
39 
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Case 5. — " M. B., cet, thirty-seven, wood carver, consulted me 
on the 26th of May. He had been sick for three months. Hifl 
tongue was white, mouth pasty, and his stomach the seat of a 
painful sensation of weariness ; digestion slow. He had wind oolio, 
principally early in the morning, with liquid or soft, sonrHSinelling 
stool. For several vears the virile functions had been badly per* 
formed; he had tolerable frequent pollutions during sleep; con- 
stant itching of the scrotum and perineum ; small desire for coitus; 
infrequent and feeble erections; the diarrhoea, colic, digestive 
troubles, and general weariness, were aggravated on the day sno* 
ceeding sexual connection. I prescribed Nuphar^ and eight days 
after the first consultation, the patient not coming to vidt me, one 
of his friends told me he was better.*' — (lb) 

This remedy has much resemblance to Iris v., in the oharaoter 
of the intestinal symptoms, and also the seminal emissions, bat is 
not so active and intense in its action. 

Urine* — ^The urine deposits a copious, reddish sand, which 
adheres to the vessel. 

Generative Organs of Men. — ^Diminution of lascivious thoughts 
and the sexual inclination for ten days ; opposite effects during the 
succeeding days; complete absence of sexual desire; penis con- 
tracted ; scrotum relaxed ; entire absence of erections and sezaal 
desires; the voluptuous ideas which fill the imagination, do not 
cause erection; lancirations in the riffht testicle; dull, tranmtory 
pain in the right testicle for several days in succession; a similar 
pain at the extremity of penis, right side ; severe lancinations in 
left testicle, with pains in extremity of penis, left side ; an inteni$ 
en pharmacies of the hospitals of Paris, took for several days a 
quantity of tincture of this drug, and remained for two months 
without perceiving either propensity or power of performing the 
generative act. 

Clinical Rekabks, etc. — Nuphar possesses a remarkable 
power of modifying the vital forces, particularly in the matter of 
the generative functions, as was already known to the ancients. 
(DioscorideSy Pliny^ etc) This action is exhibited in depressed 
phenomena, more and more marked, and lasting sometimes as long 
as thirty days. The reaction then commences, and proceeds, bat 
with considerable slowness. 

Case 1. — Having administered a dose of Nuphar 6th diL, for 
several evenings in succession, to a patient convalescing from 
typhoid fever, whose feeble state was aggravated by nocturnal 
emissions, these latter diminished in number from the first day, and 
gradually disappeared. 

Case 2. — Gave the drug to a man who, for nine years, had had 
involuntary seminal losses, during sleep, at stool, and when nrina- 
ting, with complete absence of erections. He was pale and languid, 
and had been treated in vain, for several months, by Opium, 
Quinine, etc. The first evening he had violent headache, accom- 
panied by vertigo, as if from intoxication, extending into a part of 
the night; with soreness, nausea, epigastric pains, and bitter 
mouth ; the next morning general bruised feeling, as if it had besn 
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beaten with a club. (There is a oonnection between these pains, 
and the bruised pains produced bv Nuphar in the brain and 
thorax, which are sensibly aggravated by the shock of every step. 
(P.) During the following evenings, the patient, who was taking 
the remedy twice a day, experienced heaviness in the head, vertigo^ 
as if from intoxication (similar, he declared, to those he had felt 
while taking opium), and bitterness in the mouth. For a month he 
took the NuphxiT^ at two different times. His paleness diminished, 
his general weakness disappeared by degrees, And his digestive 
functions took a new start. At the same time the pollutions 
ceased, erections came on, accompanied by a dedded propensity for 
the generative act, and before the thirtieth day of the treatment 
he was able to satisfy it with success, and without fatigue."— (P.) 

Thorax. — ^Painful sensation behmd the sternum when running, as 
though the subjacent organs were violently shaken. 

Back and Exlremilles. — ^Deep, dull pain at the lowest part oi 
the left lumbar region, and in the posterior superior part of the 
external iliac fossa ; it coincides with a similar, but not constant 
pain in the internal iliac fossa of the same side ; weakness of the 
limbs in the evening. 



PHYTOLACCA DECANDRA. 

(Pdfe*.) 

This plant is indigenous, growing in nearly all parts of the 
United States, in fence corners, and cleared land not imder cultiva- 
tion. The root is collected in November, cut in slices and dried in 
the sun; the leaves are gathered just before the berries ripen, 
and the berries when fiidly ripe. An active principle termed 
PhytokLcdn has been obtained from the root, and is much used in 
place of the tincture, or pulverized root. The tincture should be 
made with purified alcohol, from the green root—\he dried root 
tincture is comparatively inert. Phytolacca is asserted to be 
emetic, cathartic, alterative and discatient. It acts as an emeto- 
cathartio, and exhibits some aoro-narcotio powers, such as impaired 
vision, vertigo and drowsiness. In over doses it is said to cause 
excessive vomiting and purging, with great prostration, and 
occasionally convulsions. " While the most promi^ient effects of 
Phytolacca appear to be produced on the stomach and bowels, the 
skin, the nervous system, and the urinary and genital organs of both 
sexes share largely in its influence. When given to animals in large 
doses it produces vomiting, purging, bloody stools, perspiration^ 
drowsiness or stupor, cough, tremors, convulsive motions, increased 
urination, and distention of the abdomen. The flesh of wild 
pigeons and other birds which eat the berries, acquire » highly red 
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color, a disagreeable flavor, and is destitute of adipose substanes: 
and in some instances whole families have been excessively parged 
by eating game which has fed upon these berries, although cnildren 
frequently eat the berries wiihont any bad consequences. Phyto- 
lacca has been successfully used in veterinary practice, for discussing 
tumors, fistulous ulcers, and in a disease called * yellow water.' " — 
{Trans, Amer, Ins. Horn) The Phytolacca • is an analogue of 
Mercury, Iodide of Potash, Iris versicolor. Podophyllum, Arsenionm, 
and other drugs. It is a little strange that a vegetable remedy 
should be so analogous in its action to the Iodide of Potash ; one 
symptom is quite notable — the loss of adipose tissue in birds which 
have eaten of the berries. Kali hyd. has this power of causing 
absorption of adipose in a great degree ; so also both are useful in 
periodical, mercurial, and so-called syphilitic rheumatism. 

Two provings are here given, (one found in the Trans. Amor. 
Inst, of Hom. Vol. II. ; the other lately made by Dr. W. H. Bart) : 

General Symptoms.— Many of the symptoms, especially those 
about the head and throat, are better afler breakfast, while the heat^ 
and many of the abdominal symptoms are worse in the afternoon ; 
dryness of the fauces, most in the morning ; some of the abdominal 
symptoms disappear in the night ; the symptoms of the chest are 
worse after midnight, better in the afternoon, and most of them on 
the right side ; the pains in the head are chiefly in the forehead, 
and worse after dinner; dullness, giddiness and vertigo; the 
prominent feeling in the eyes is that of smarting ; the symptoms of 
the eyes and eyelids are worse in the morning, but the vision is worse 
in the evening ; increased sense of hearing, the right ear is most 
aflected ; sensation of a lump in the throat ; the symptoms of the 
stomach, throat, and mouth are worse in the morning. The first 
appearance of the pain in the right hypochondrium was in the 
afternoon, but afterwards it was always worse before daylight in 
the morning ; griping pains without diarrhoea ; pain in the left iliao 
region ; the symptoms of the lower extremities are worse in the 
afternoon; the pains are sometimes followed by itching and 
burning; the pains shoot inwards and upwards; transitory pains. 
Many of the symptoms are attended with heat; neuralgia in the 
perinaeum in the middle of the night ; the cough is worse towards 
mornmg ; sudden translation of internal pains to the extremities. 
During one of the provings, the symptoms of the eyes became so 
severe, that Sulphur was taken as an antidote, and all the subsequent 
symptoms appeared on the left side. — (Trans. Amer, Ins. Mom.) 
Great prostration accompanying the vomiting and purging ; much 
debility. ~ (2>r. Burt.) 

Mucous Membranes. — This medicine appears to act as virulently 
upon mucous tissues as Mercury, and the preparations of Potash. 
Like them it appears to cause something like false membranes 
(throat), and severe ulceration and inflammation in the intestineSi 
stomach, etc.) 

Muscular Tissae. — It seems to exercise a marked influence over 
this tissue. It causes muscular pains (myalgia) and rheumatie 
symptoms, and has been found very useful in the latter disease. No 
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remedy is more popular in domestic use, for chronio rheumatism, 
than a rud^ tincture of the ripe berries in whisky. I have observed 
several marked cures of obstmate cases from its use. "The extract 
of the root is an excellent remedy for the removal of those severe 
pains attending merourio-syphilitic affections (ostea-copus), in which 
it is more beneficial than Opium." — (King) This would seem to 
indicate that it affected the periosteum. 

Xervous Tissac^The Phytolacca has been known to cause 
convulsions in men and children. Dr. Burt's experiments on animals 
elicited many convulsive symptoms. According to Dr. King, it 
causes " a tingling and prickling sensation over the whole surface.*' 
In its pathogenesis we found many nevrcUgic pains, which are clearly 
distinguished from the mj/algic. No post-mortem examinations 
have been made of men or animals — ^poisoned with this plant — 
with sufficient accuracy to point out the peculiar pathological 
conditions it causes. 

Yascular System. — Hearty Fever^ etc, — Neither of our provings, 
contain any mention of the effects of Phytolacca upon the vascular 
system. I find no '*fever symptoms,'' and but one " heart symptom," 
*^ Occasional shocks of pain in the region of the heart ; as soon as 
the pain in the heart ceases, a similar pain appears in the right 
arm.'' This is quite a valuable symptom, as it appears in some 
rheumatic affections, and may indicate grave cardiac disease. I 
find no mention of its use in any form of fever ; it is quite probable, 
however, that a remedy of such power will be found useful in some 
febrile diseases. (Enteric gastric, etc.) 

Glandalar System. — It is esteemed very highly in glandular 
affections. In our pathogenesis we find the following symptoms : — 
"A very peculiar tension and pressure in the parotids; hardness of 
a gland on the right side of the neck ; suppuration of a tumor behind 
the right ear, with a discharge of matter and blood." Dr. Burt 
found the Phytolacoin to cause swelling and infiammation of the 
tonsils. Several homoeopathic physicians, with myself, have found it 
useful in swelling and induration of glands ; it seems to have a 
specific affinity for the mammary glands (see ^* Generative Organs 
of Women''.) According to King, "the root excites the whole 
glandular system, and has been highly extolled in syphilitic, 
scrofulous, and cutaneous diseases. It is said to hasten the suppura- 
tive process ; it has been used with alleged success in bronchocele. 

Cancer, Scirroas, Ulcers, etc.— King gays : "An inspissated 
juice of the leaves has been recommended in indolent idcerSy and as 
a remedy in cancer.'' According to Coe : " Phytolaocin has been 
much employed in the treatment of carcinomitous affections. It is 
undoubtedly as efficient an alterative as can be safely employed in 
that disease ; its beneficial effects are most apparent in cases of 
open cancer. The patient's system should be freely brought under 
its constitutional influence, and the dry Phytolacoin applied to the 
ulcer. The Phytolaccin applied either in the form of a paste with 
water, or in strong alcoholic tincture, has been found quite effectual 
in that species of cancer known as lupusy when used in the early 
stages." Other edeotio physicians advise the Phytolacca in old. 
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indolent, and fistulous ulcers, both as an external and internal 
remedy. I have found it fully equal to our best anti-psoric8y in 
the treatment of old ulcers, even when of a syphilitic natare ; in 
this respect it is a congener of Silicia, Lachesis, Arsenioam, Kali 
hyd. Kali bichrom, and Sulphur. 

Skin. — A small boil behind the right ear ; suppuration of painles 
tumors ; drawing m cicatrices ; pustule behind right ear ; a painful 
boil on the right side of the back ; eruption of spots on the chest, 
of the size of lentils, elevated, with great itching. — (Trans, jitner. 
Horn. Ins^ 

We have a large amount of testimony from various souroea, in 
relation to the curative action of Phytolacca in cutaneons diseases 
King asserts its usefulness, and advises an ointment of the pulver- 
ized root or leaves in psora, tinea capitis, etc., in conneotioa 
with its internal administration. Scudder says: — "In ringworm, 
scabies, shingles, etc., it may be regarded, almost in the light of a 
specific. At all events it has but few equals." Cot states that ^Salt- 
rheum, itch, and other cutaneous eruptions have been oared with 
Phytolaccin ; it is to be employed not only internally but externally.*' 
With the country people it has considerable reputation for the core 
of obstinate cutaneous diseases. It seems most successful in itoh, 
psoriasis, and certain scaly diseases of the skin. An ointment is 
usually made by stewing the bruised root in lard ; this is applied 
several times a day. I nave known this to cure an obstinate and 
disgusting disease of the scalp, resembling tinea. When thr 
ointment or concentrated alcoholic tincture is applied to the 
healthy skin, it produces '^ burning and smarting pains," and may 
even cause inflammation, vesication, and ulceration. It would aeem 
to act homcBopatbically even when applied locally, like other 
escharotics. Many homcBopathic physicians value this medicine 
highly in the treatment of chronic skin diseases. It • is to be 
regretted that we have no exhaustive proving with small and 
diffusible doses. I predict that it will prove a valuable anti-psorio 
as well as polychrest. 

Sleep. — Yawning; frequent gaping in the daytime ; drowainess; 
sleepiness ; very wakeful at night ; restless sleep at night ; he lies 
on the stomach ; nausea on being woke out of sleep at night ; great 
inclination to sleep ; sleep is very sound ; restless at night from 
pain in the bowels ; awoke crying from a very sad dream. It is 
said to be narcotic (acio-narcotic) ; it will be indicated in the 
stupor which accompanies some diseases of the bowels, brain or 
typhoid fever. 

Senioriam» — Sensation of soreness in the interior of the head, 
deep in the brain ; dullness of the head ; stupefaction ; transient 
giddiness; vertigo with dimness of vision; head feels very light 
and hollow. 

Head' — ^Pains throughout the head ; aching ; dull feeling in the 
head ; dullness, with the sensation of weight in the forehead ; dull 
pain in the forehead ; slight pain in the fore part of the head, with 
increased sense of hearing ; dull, steady, aching pain, principally in 
the forehead ; heavy aching pain about the forehead, after dinner ; 
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aching pain along the lo^er half of the right orbit ; slight pain itt 
the tuberosities of the forehead ; headache, With sickness of the 
stomach from walking ; one«sided pain jnst above the eyebrows^ 
with sickness of the stomach ; the pain is increased by looking 
down and by stooping ; headache ; slight fullness of forehead with 
constant gaping; heaviness in the head and especially in the 
temples; pain in the region of time and mirthfulness, on the 
right side in the top of the head, and a sensation as if the braid 
were bruised, when stepping from a high step to the ground ; pain 
in the left temple, followed by burning in the skin in the left region 
of time ; in the left region of combativeness ; cold in the head ; 
pressure in the temples and over the eyes; in the temples ; in the 
forehead, afler dinner, in the glabella ; on forehead and upper part of 
both eyes, painful ; on the temples and constrictive feeling at the 
prsecordia, like the feeling that precedes sea-sickness ; slight pain 
across the forehead, with giving ; sore pain over the head, worse on 
the right side and in damp weather, as if an attack of sick headache 
were approaching ; slight constriction across the forehead ; drawing 
sensation above the root of the nose ; drawing pain in the right 
temple ; moving tmnsitory pains in various parts of the head, almost 
constantly, generally on one side at a time, but more frequently and 
most severe on the right side ; shooting pain from the left eye to 
the top of the head, which passes off and returns at short intervals i 
heat in the head^ — {Trcms, Amer. Ins^Sam*^ Vol, IL) Dull, heavy 
headache in the forehead — a constant symptom ; sharp, shooting 
pains in right temple. — (Dr. Burt) 

CLi?ncAL Remarks. — ^Phytolacca promises to proYe useful in 
some varieties of rheumatic, catarrhal, and nervous headache. It 
will probably be found useful in those terrible cephalalgias to which 
syphilitic patients are liable. 

Bjres. — Shooting pain from the left eye to the top of the head ; 
pressure in the eyes ; pressure around the eyes in the afternoon, as 
if the eyes were too large ; pressure over the eyes ; some painful 
pressure on the upper parts of both eyes and forehead ; burning 
and smarting sensation in the left eye with great flow of tears ; 
sensation in the eyes like that caused by horse-radish ; smarting in 
the left eye ; sandy feeling in the eyes ; itching at internal canthi 
of the eyes, v^ry severe, which caused the application of the finger 
to rub the eye— the ball became very painful from the slightest 
pressure ; sensation as if a grain of sand were lodged under the 
left eyelid, causin j^ a secretion and flow of tears from that eye ; 
smarting in the internal canthi of both eves, but worse in the left 
one, and very much aggravated by gas-light in the •evening ; feeling 
in the eyes and nose as if a cold would come on; soreness on closing 
the eyelids ; reddish-blue swelling of the eyelids, worse on the left 
side and in the morning ; cannot close the eye without pain all the 
forenoon, better in the afternoon; agglutination of the eyelids 
during the night; flow of tears all the time from the eyes, relieved 
in the open air; photophobia in the morning; dimness of sight ; 
long-sightedness. — {Trans. Amer, Ins, VbL II,) 

Oreat smarting in the eyes and lids — (constant symptom); didly 
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?mai)y^ aching pains in the eyeballs, aggravated bj motion, light, 
and especially by reading ; sensation as if there was a feather over 
the sight ; eyes agglutinated every morning. 

Clinical RBMARB:s.-^-^The Phytolacca has a large namber of 
symptoms of a prominent and suggestive character, relating to 
the eye, and affecting its various tissues ; it is eminently indicated 
in rheumatic, catarrhal, scrofulous, mercurial and even syphilitic 
opththalmia. I have used it with success in one case of rheumatic 
pain in and about the eye, and another of chronic conjunctivitis 
with granulation. In the "Chicago Medical Examiner" is found 
the following mention of the curative virtues of Phytolacca in 
Oranvlar Conjunctivitis. Although from allopathic sources, the 
testimony is worthy our consideration. In this case as in all others, 
the pathogenesis of the medicine proves its homceopathicity to the 
disease : 

Dr. C. S. Fenner, of Memphis, Tenn., in the N. A. Med. 
Chirnrg. Review, January, 1857, highly extols the efficacy of the 
Phytolacca in preventing relapses of inflammation in granular lids • 
" Regarding,*' he says, "these exacerbations, accompanied with 
circuinorbital pain, soreness in the periosteum and scalp, as of 
rheumatic origin, about two years ago, I was induced to try the 
poke, from its well-known efficacy in rheumatic inflammations, and 
the result has far exceeded my most sanguine expectations. With 
the aid of this remedy, I have been enabled to effectually cure 
cases of granular conjuctiva, that, without it, would have resisted 
all my efforts ; indeed, with me it has almost proved a specific for 
the exacerbations attending this complaint. Patients fully under 
the influence of the Phytolacca, often expose themselves, and take a 
severe cold, without affecting the eyes in the least. I use the root 
in the form of a strong decoction or tincture, and give it in large 
enough doses to produce fulness of the temples and head ; I have 
not yet seen a severe recurrence of acute inflammation in this 
disease, where the patient was kept fully under the influence of 
the Phytolacca." 

An allopathic physician claims to have effected several cures of 
fistula lacrymaliB^ with Phytolacca. I cannot find the paper which 
makes mention of it in such cases, and therefore the manner in 
which it was used, is not known to me. But, as in granular con- 
junctivitis, it was probably used topically and internally. 

Ears. — Shooting pain in the right ear, very quick ; pain in both 
ears, worse in the right one ; imtation in one of the eustachian 
tubes ; a sensation of obstruction in the left enstadiian tube, with a 
rushing sound in* the ear of the same side, and a feeling as if the 
hearing were dull, while at the same time it is sensitive to the most 
minute sounds; increased sense of hearing with pain in the fore- 
head.— (2Van«. Amer. Inst, Hom.j Vol. II.) 

How. — Drawing sensation above the root of the nose; feeling in 
the nose and eyes as if a cold would come on ; cold in the head ; 
stoppage of the right nostril; coryza; flow of mucus from one 
nostril while the other is stopped; discharj^e of mucus from one 
nostril at a time, sometimes one and sometimes the other ; total 
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obstruction of the nose when riding, so that one is forced to breathe 
altogether through the mouth, and cannot relieve himself by blowing 
the nose. — ( Trans, Amer. Inst. JTom,j Vol, IL) 

Clinical Remarks. — ^Persons engaged in pounding or grinding 
the root are generally affected with symptoms like severe coryza. 
Even thoj'e engasred in making the second and third triturations of 
Phytolaccin are similarly affected. It is a powerful irritant to the 
nasal mucous membrane ; it is indicated in acute and chronic nasal 
catarrhs ; in ozsena, and syphilitic ulceration of the nose. It has 
cured a small cancer on the alas of the nose. 

Face. — ^Palenesss of the facA ; heat in the face after dinner ; heat 
on the left side of the face in the afternoon ; heat with redness of 
the face, and a sensation of fullness about the head, and coldness of 
the feet ; eruption on the upper lip, left side ; aching pain along the 
lower half of the right orbit. — (Trans, Amer, Inst, of JBhm.) 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The inspissated juice of the berries^ 
applied to cancerous or scirrous tumors, and ulcers of the face and 
lips, has effected cures of such ulcers, etc. It has been found 
useful in prosopalgia and rheumatic pains in the bones (periosteum) 
of the face. 

Moiith> Teeth, and Tongue.— Small ulcers on the inside of the 
right cheek, like those caused by mercury ; tenderness and heat in 
the roof of the mouth and on the tongue ; flow of saliva into the 
mouth; mouth fills with water; the saliva is yellowish, and has a 
metallic taste ; dryness of the palate in the morning ; swelling of 
the soft palate ; slight feeling of smarting and coldness towards 
the tip of tongue. Shooting pains in the molar teeth of the 
upper and lower jaws of the right side; disposition to bite the 
teeth together; irresistible inclination to bite the teeth together. 
— {Trans, Amer Ins, of Horn.) Tongue feels rough, with blister^ 
on both sides, and a very red tip; great pain in the root .of the 
tongue when swallowing ; teeth all ache, and are very sore, and 
feel elongated (the same svmptoms were caused by Phytolaccin ;) 
metallic taste in the mouth. — {Dr. Burt.) 

Clinical Remarks. — Some of the symptoms of the medicine 
strongly resemble those of Mercury, even to the metallic taste, 
and soreness of the teeth; it has been used with benefit in 
mercurial ptyalisim, and mercurial pains of the teeth ; it is indi- 
cated in inflammation (rheumatic) of the gums, and buccal cavity ; 
rheumatic odontalgia, ulceration of the buccal cavity, and various 
forms of sore mouth are amenable to its action. 

Pharynx and fflsophagns. — Sensation in the pharynx like that 
caused by eating choke-pears; pressing pain in the right side of the 
throat ; sore throat, and swelling of the soft palate in the morning, 
with a thick, white, and yellow mucus about the fauces, after the 
removal of which the throat feels better, and still better after 
breakfast; soreness of the throat, and a feeling when swallowing 
saliva as if a lump had formed there ; the same sensation is fete 
on turning the head to the left side; the throat feels voir dry aaad 
sore, especially on swallowing in the afternoon ; genem* ^ 
of the posterior fauces, and apparent extension of ti|i 
40 
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into one of the eustachian tubes; roughness in the phsrym; 
unpleasant sensation of dryness in the pharynx towards monmig, 
which makes him congh ; great dryness of the throat ; drjmesB of 
the throat on going to bed ; dryness in the throat, worse in the 
morning; sensation of dryness .of a spot in the fauces on the lefk 
side in the morning, continuing until after break&st. — (TKhm. 
Amer, Ins, of Horn,) Great dr^ess of the throat ; roughness in 
the pharynx (constantly) ; sensation as of a lump in the throat that 
causes a constant inclination to swallow ; sensation as if an ap]rfe 
core had lodged in the throat ; great congestion and swelling of 
the soft palate and tonsils ; the right tonsu is half as large again 
as the left ; both are of a very dark red ; feeling as if a biul of red 
hot iron had lodged in the fauces, and whole length of the <BS<qiha" 
gus, when swallowing ; the pain was so great that I could eat 
nothing but fluids for two days, constant choking sensation ; rongb- 
ness and rawness of the throat ; tonsils and palate congested, and of 
a dark purple color; great pain in root of tongue, faaces, etcif 
from Phytolacca and Phytolaocin ; {Dr, Burt^ 

Clinical Remabks. — One of the most prominent symptoms 
observed in all cases of poisoning with Phytolacca, is ^inflamma- 
tion of the fauces ;" it seems to have a decided affinity for these 
tissues. Dr. Burt wrote me during the time he was proving the 
drug, that it would certainly prove a valuable remedy in diphtheria^ 
and his prediction has been verified. A few weeks after his 

frovings JDr, Burt had an opportunity of testing the virtues of 
Phytolacca in that disease. He reports the following cases for the 
" Investigator^ Vol. ij p. 30 ; 

" Miss. B., 8Bt twenty. November 8th had a severe chill at 
night, with great pain in the back of the head, back and limbs, fol- 
lowed with fever and sore throat. 10th, was called to see ber$ 
found her suffering very much, with great headache ; worse in the 
back part; back and limbs aching fearfully ; both tonsils very much 
swollen, and covered with a grayish pseudo-membrane; tongue 
very red at the tip, coated white; great prostration ; cannot stand; 
if she raises up in bed, she immediately faints away. Prognoos 
unfavorable. Gave Phytolacca, four drops at a dose every hour, 
and a gargle of the same between. Morning, decided change for 
the better. Continued the same treatment for three days, when the 
false membrane came off, and the fifth day discharged her cured. 
She took a large spoonful of beef tea every two hours. She bad 
no other remedy. It was remarkable to see how quickly the 
fever abated under its influence. 

" Mrs. B., ffit. thirty-one. November 16th. — ^Throat commenced 
to feel sore in the morning, followed by high fever all day; right 
tonsil very much swollen ; at noon commenced to see white sub- 
stance forming on the tonsil. I was called 10 p. m.; found the right 
tonsil covered completely with a white pseudo-membrane ; fauces 
and sofl-palate very much inflamed ; deglutition almost impossible ; 
loss of appetite ; great frontal headache ; bowels moved every two 
hours, with severe pain in the umbilical region ; great prostration ; 
vertigo is so great that she cannot walk. Pulse 127, sofk. Gave 
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Phytolacca, four drops every hour, and a gargle of the same every 
hour, consisting of fifty drops in a tumbler of water. 18th.— Very 
much better; pulse 100; throat does not feel near as sore; £ilse 
membrane beginning to come off ; back and limbs ache but slightly ; 
headache nearly gone; continued same treatment three days* 
Discharged her cured. The diarrbcBa stopped the second day. 

** Miss. H. 8Bt., twenty-five. December 3d. — Had a severe chill 
in the night followed by high fever and sore throat. Took Aconite 
and Belladonna all day, but continued to get worse. Midnight I 
discovered patches of pseudo-membrane on the tonsils ; she com- 
plained most bitterly of the back of her head and neck ; back and 
limbs aching. Pulse 120; bowels costive; lo89 of appetite. Gave 
Phytolacca, three drops every hour, with a gargle of the same 
between. 4th, noon. — Feeling better; continued the same treatment. 
6th. — No fever; feeling quite well, but thinks her throat is more 
sore ; both tonsils are swollen and covered in patches with false 
membrane ; continued the same treatment, giving six drops at a 
dose. 6th, — Feeling a great deal better ; pseudo-membrane is off of 
the tonsils; continued same remedy every two hours for two daySi. 
when I discharged her, cured. 

"A. Snyder, aet. thirty-nine. November 10th.— Throat commenced 
to feel sore, with severe headache; back and limbs aching severely. 
1 1th. — Was called to attend him, and found the following symptoms: 
Throat very sore; both tonsils covered with a grayish pseudo-mem- 
brane, soft and swollen; palate and fauces violently inflamed; 
deglutition impossible; severe frontal headache; back and limba 
acmng severely ; high fever; pulse 128; delirious at times ; bowels 
costive; has not slept through the night. Ordered fiit salt 
pork to be put around his neck ; beef tea every two hours, and 
gave Phytolacca every half hour; four drops at a dose, with a 
gargle of the same. 13th. — ^Decided change for the better; pulse 
ninety-eight.; head, back and limbs do not ache so hard as they did 
yesterday ; throat feeling very sore, but the false membrane does 
not seem to be spreading ; continued the Phytolacca every hour. 
Idth. — ^Feeling much better; pseudo-membrane commencing to fall 
off, leaving great holes in the tonsils, that bleed a little ; continued 
same treatment. 14 th. — ^Pseudo-membrane all off; tonsils are very 
much swollen, and look very red and ragged; continued the Phyto- 
lacca for three days, once in two hours, when I discharged him 
cured. I have given the Phytolacca in two cases of children, and 
two in adults, where the pseudo-membrane was well formed (but 
there was not so much fever), with the same gratifying result. 
These are all the cases I have had this fall, and Phytolacca has 
cured every one of them. I believe there is no medicine in the 
Materia Medica to be compared to it in diphtheria, if the respira- 
tory organs are not involved. I had no caaes where the air 
passages were involved, to know its effects." 

Other cases reported by Dr. Burt to the ^' Am^Hoan Homoi(h 
pathic Observer^'* ^^"^■'•aJ 

^'Mr. F. sBt. twenty-six^ Jan. 4th. 9 p.m. — Slight pain Spe left 
tonsil when swallowing; rested well until 2 ▲. M4 dW(]||P^ith ^ 
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severe frontal headache ; back and legs aching very bard, with 
high fever and sore throat ; eoald not sleep any more ; 8 ▲. m^ 
pulse 1 20 and very soft ; head, back and legs are aching violently ; 
throat very sore ; leit tonal very mnch swollen and covered with 
a grayish false membrane ; right tonsil has patches of the pBeudo- 
membrane on it; delgutition is almost impossible ; great prostration; 
can stand up only a few moments at a time, it makes him so faint 
and dizzy. Gave Phytolacca, four doses every hour, with a'gaigle 
of the same, consisting of fifty drops in a tumbler of water. 5tb.— 
Feeling very much better ; fever nearly gone ; head, back and legs 
do not ache half as much as they did yesterday ; pulse 100 ; throat 
is feeling very sore; left tonsil is very much swollen and Still covered 
with the pseudo-membrane; the right one looks very red with small 
patches of membrane on it ; deglutition almost impossible ; contin- 
ued treatment. 6th.— Feeling much better; pseudo-membrane is 
off from both tonsils ; they look very red, and the left one is still 
swollen ; no fever ; slight appetite ; continued treatment. 7th— 
FeeUng quite well, but throat pains him when swallowing ; dis- 
oharged cured. 

*' Mrs. G. aet. twenty-one, nursing a babe. Jan. 11th — ^Throat 
commenced to feel sdre; had a very restless night. 12th. — Slight 
headache with, a severe pain in her back and legs ; very chilly all 
the time; throat very sore; both tonsils very much swollen, and 
covered in patches with a dark-colored pseudo membrane ; degluti* 
tion very difficult; face very much flushed; great prostration; 
cannot sit up any, she is so faint and weak ; bowels regular. Gave 
Phytolacca, four drops every half hour, with a gargle of the same. 
18th. — Feeling very much better; fever all gone; back and legs 
do not ache any; throat is feeling very sore; tonsils very red and 
swollen, and covered in patches with the pseudo-membrane; 
deglutition is very painful. Continued same treatment once an 
hour. 14th.— Feeling quite well; pseudo-membrane is off from 
both tonsils; there are large holes eaten into the tonsils; can 
swallow quite well. Continued same treatment every two hours; 
discharged her cured the next day. The babe nursed her all the 
while, and did not take the disease. I attended a lady once before 
who nursed her babe through the disease, and it did not take it. 

*'Miss. K. set. 9. December 12th. — ^For the last two days has had 
a fever, with chills all the while; throat has been very sore, and is 
getting worse all the time ; head, back and legs are aching con- 
stantly ; pulse; 130; very weak and soil; soft palate, and tonsils are 
violently inflamed and swollen ; both tonsils are covered with gray- 
ish pseudo-membrane; cannot swallow anything; very weak; 
cannot sit up ; has not eaten anything for two days, neither caii she 
be pursuaded to take any kind of nourishment. Gave Phytolacca 
two drops every hour ; morning feeling a little better ; pseudo- 
membrane looks about the same; continued treatment; morning 
feeling quite w^ll; false membrane is all off, but the throat is feeling 
very sore; continued same treatment one day more, and then 
dischamU her cured. 

^^ Lime Henry, set. 4. For two days has had a little fever and 
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sore throat ; says ho is cold all the time ; refuses to take food f 
both tonsils are as large again as they ought to be, and covered in 
patches with a whitish false membrane ; pulse 118; very weak; he 
lies on the lounge alLthe time. Gave Phytolacca, ten" drops in a 
tumbler one-half full of water ; cured in two days." 

A young lad was taken with diphtheria, and treated by an old 
school physician, and died. His sister, twenty-eight years of age, 
was taken with it, three days after, and treated by an eclectic, and 
died the fourth day. A young lady who waited on them was taken 
down with it four days after the death of the sister. I was 
sent for, found her with a very sore throat, and the tonsils and soft 
palate covered with the false-membrane, of a greenish color ; both 
tonsils were twice as large as they ought to be ; neck was very 
stiff; pulse 128. She was very much frightened, was sure she 
would die ; hands and limbs trembled constantly. I tried to quiet 
her, and gave Bellad. and Iodide of Mercury, every hour, in alterna- 
tion. Morning found her very much worse ; left tonsil was swollen 
so much that she could not swallow; fever the same; and still 
trembling. I gave one dose of Aconite, and then a gargle of a 
tincture from the green root of Phytolacca, every half hour, and 
gave internally about six drops of the same every hour. Remained 
with her through the day, and all night ; morning, she was not so 
nervous, and the disease had not made any progress ; continued 
the same treatment; next day about the same; continued same 
treatment, but made it a little stronger. Morning, decidedly better, 
the pseudo-membrane looks as if it would soon drop off; continued 
same treatment. Morning, feeling quite free from fever, and about 
a quarter of the membrane has come off; she has a fine, scarlet erup- 
tion all over the body and limbs, but more on the legs than there 
is on the body; urine is albuminous; continued the same treatment 
every two hours. Morning, one tonsil (the right) is free from the 
membrane, but looks very raw, and burns a good deal ; continued 
the same. Next morning, false-membrane all gone ; swelling has dis- 
appeared excepting the left tonsil; continued Phytolacca. This 
case was cured in a few days. Dr. Burt says he has succeeded with 
Phytolacca in thirty-two out of thirty-four cases of Diphtheria 
treated. 

Case of Scarlatina, with Diphtheritic complications reported, by 
Dr. Geo. F. Foster ; "I had an opportunity last week of trying the 
JPhytolacca dec,^ in a .case of diphthera, with better success as to 
time of curing patient than with^^e^. IqcI. Mero. etc. 

The patient, in the room with a scarlatina patient, was taken 
sick ; high fever, headache etc., not complaining of throat for two 
days, when the child's mother told me she complained of her 
throat, I examined it and, sure enough, there was the trouble ; both 
sides covered with the membrane, with rash on the body. I stopped 
Aeon, and Bell., and gave the Fhyto, dec* (tinct. root), fifteen 
drops in one-third glass of water two teas-poonsfuU at a dose every 
hour, with gargle of same, three drops to a glass of water . It was 
the quickest cure of the disease I ever made. 

Dr. G. C. Brown says: '^I have been experimenting a 



818 NEW HOMCEOPATmC PR0VING8. 

little with Phytolacca in enlarged tonsilfl, and so far have found 
it very beneficial. In two cases they were so much enlarged 
as to materialy interfere with deglatition, and had surface nloers. 
Were speedily reduced by the use of Phytolacca, a few drcpe of 
the tincture in a tumbler of water ; a tea-spoonful every two hoars." 

Dr. C. W. Boyce reports that he has found the Phytolacca 
universally beneficial in diphtheritic sore throats. 

Dr. Stearns, uses the thirtieth attenuation, of Phyto^ in diph- 
theria, with striking curative results. 

'Appetite and Taste. — ^Taste like nuts in the mouth —bitter at 
first, but leaving a slight feeling of smarting and coldness 
toward the tip of the tongue; raging appetite; hungry soon after 
eating ; diminished appetite ; the usual appetite remains, notwith* 
standing the nausea of the stomach. {Trans. A. Inst. Ham,) 

Gastric Smptoms. — ^Eructations; eructations with spitting of 
water ; eructation, with flatus ; violent pressure in the stomach on 
walking in the morning, with accumulation in the moath--diaap* 
pears alter rising ; constrictive feeling at the prsBcordia, with prea> 
sure in the temples ; sickly feeling in the stomach ; nausea on beinff 
awoke out of sleep in the night ; feeling of sickness, as if he would 
vomit ; sickness of stomach accompanying the headache ; vomitingi 
with but little distress in the stomach. {Trans, A. Inst. JTbm.) 

Stemaeh. — Cutting in the pit of the stomach, and in the abdo> 
men ; tenderness to the touch of the pit of the stomach ; pain in 
the region of the pylorus {Trans. A. I. J21); eructations of air; 
eructations of sour fluid ; great distress in the stomach and bowels; 
pains in the cardiac portion of the stomach, aggravated by a fall 
inspiration and by walking; nausea with a very faint feeling; 
nausea with severe pain m the umbilical region; slight nausea 
with profuse vomiting, without much pain attending it, but good 
deal of distress in the stomach ; nausea and violent vomiting 
(in dogs). {Burt.) 

Clinical Rekabks. — ^The vomiting caused by Phytolacca oomes 
on slowly, preceded by nausea, much prostration, and sometimes 
Minting and convulsions. When the vomiting does set in it is 
intense, thorough, and composed of bile, mucus, ingesta, worms, 
and even blood. This medicine ought to prove useful in a variety 
of gastric affections, and disorders of digestion. 

Wver, HypoeliOBdria.— Digging pain in the right hypochondrium, 
in the upper and lower portion of the liver, preventing motion ; 
first felt at two o'clock in the afternoon, then every morning before 
daylight; some soreness remaining through the afternoon and 
evening ; pain in the region of the pylorus ; cannot lie on the right 
side after midnight, on account of penetrating pain in the right 
hypochondrium; violent dull, pressing pain in the left hypochon- 
drium, in the evening, so that he cannot remain in the sitting pos- 
ture, he lies on the painful side all night and the pain is gone the 
next morning; '^'soreness and pain in the right hypochondrium 
during pregnancy. {Trans. A. Inst. Hom^) 

Clinical Remabks.— The Phytolacca is recommended in 
chronic hepatic disorders, also in diseases of the apleem R 
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tttidoiibtedly has some inflaence over these organs, by tirtae of its 
tendency to irritate all glandular structuresj It has cfured '* sore' 
ness and pain in the hjpochondriam during pregnancy. 

Abdomeil.'^Boring pain to the left and a little above the nmbili- 
cus, continuing but a few minutes; deep-seated, bnt not severe 
pain, in the left iliac region ; neuralgic pain in the left groin ; cut- 
ting in the abdomen ; griping pain, as before a diarrhoea ; griping 
all day long, followed by the passage of offensive flatus ; the gri- 
ping disappears in the nisht ) sensation in the bowels, as if a diar- 
rhoea would follow ; rumbling noise in the bowels ; frequent passage 
of wind downward* {TranSi A, Inst, Sam.) 

Stool and Abim. — '^Constipation of long standing { hard stools; 
three stools during the day ; the first cne is hard, and preceded by 
griping, and the others with pains moving about in the abdomen ; 
continual inclination to go to stool; mushy stool j diarrhoea atten-i 
tended with a sickly feeling in the bowels^ but no tormina or tenes- 
mus; copious discharges of bile from the bowels; in the middle of 
the night, neuralgic pain shooting from the anus and the lower part 
of the rectum along the perinieum, to the middle of the penis, fol- 
lowed in a few minutes by a neuralgic pain in the right big toe* 
{Trans, A. I. H) Constant dull pain in the umbilical region, 
worse by motion; severe, colicky pains in the umbilical region j 
rumbling in the bowels, sometimes with desire for stool ; burn- 
ing distress in the umbilical region; bowels very tender on 
pressure, and pain severely when walking; stool natural; stool 
soft and mushy, with undigested food in it, sometimes with 
straining; stool of mucus, with straining; dark, lumpy stool j 
soft papesc^it stool, followed by a very Mnt feelings wind passes 
the bowels constantly, of a very fetid nature: emissions of flatus 
relieves the pain in the bowels ; loss of appetite ; canine hunger ; 
vomiting of worms (in animals); pain in the left hypochondriac 
region when walking ; loss of appetite ; hiccough with great incli- 
nation to vomit, but no nausea ; nausea and violent vomiting (in sn 
dog); great rumbling in the bowels, with pain in the umbilical 
region ; great pain in prsacordial region, very much worse by walk- 
ing ; great distress in the umbilical and hypogastric regions ; stool 
soft and mushy ; dark, papescent stools with undigested food if 
them; pain in thei umbilical region with desire for stool. {Burt,) 
Toxicological ^ectSj trachea and lungs filled with mucus ; stomach 
highly congested at the base; colon and rectum appear congested; 
liver highly congested ; kidneys appear very much congested. 

Clintcal Remarks.— The Phytolacca is an emeto-cathartic« 
It . causes many of the symptoms of a severe attack of cholera 
morbus. It is homoeopathic to some forms of cholera^ diarrhoea, 
dysentery, and hemoiThoids. In piles it has been found curative 
(by eclectics) in many oases, applied locally, and given internally. 
It is also homoeopathic to enteritis and colic. It has cured a case of 
*' constipation of long standing.'' 

Urinary Orf»n».-^*Urgent desire to pass water; copious noc- 
turnal urination ; weakness^ dull pain and soreness in the region 
d£ the kidneys, most on the right side, and connected t^ith heat; 
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uneasiness down the nreters ; a chalk-like sediment in the arine ; a 
gurgling sensation in the prostrate gland, repeatedly in tho aftei^ 
noon ; '^'pain in the region of the bladder, before and dnrinf^ nrina- 
tion; "^dark-red arine which stains the chamber of a mahoganj 
color, and which is hard to get off. — Trans. Am. Inst, Horn, 

The urinary secretion was at first diminished, afberwardi 
increased. The urine remained acid and became decidedly al&tini- 
inous. The specific gravity became greatly increased. The bottle 
used to measure the urine became completely covered with ft 
white deposit^ about one-sixteenth of an inch thick«— 2>r. JSurt. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The urinary symptoms in the originil 
proving were ^uite notable, but those elicited by Dr. Burt, are 
really of great importance. The urine, under the usual tests, was 
decidedly albumninoua. When we consider how important album* 
inaria becomes, in Scarlatina and Diphtheria, we can easily realixe 
the full value of Phytolacca in those maladi&s« It is indicated in 
many renal and cystic disorders. 

Generative Organs of Men. — Conaplete loss of all sexual desire 
for two months; no erections during the whole proving; sexual 
organs unusually relaxed. 

Clinical Rkmabks. — ^It would seem quite homceopathic to 
Impotence. It seems likely to prove a valuable remedy in Syphilis, 
although our provings do not bring out any objective symptoms. 
^^ The Cherokee Indians, is is said, used to dress the venereal sores 
with the powder of the dried root; and some physicians aver that 
it will cure syphilis without the aid of merchuyP If we are to 
credit the testimony of eclectic physicians, it has not only been 
found curative in primary syphilis, (chancre, etc ) but in secondary 
and tertiary syphilis, (ulcers, eruptions, throat and nasal diseases, 
bone pains, etc.) " For the cure of syphilis, and mercurio-syphilitio 
disorders, the Phytolaccin is quite equal to any other organio rem- 
edy. * * The severe pains attending tertiary-syphilis and mer- 
curio-syphilitic complications are more effectually relieved by the use 
of this medicine, than by any other remedy."^ Coe.) It is said to 
be particularly useful in cases of chronic and obstinate gonorrhcea 
and gleet. Dr. Small thinks highly of it in some forms of syphil- 
itic rheumatism, and I have found it promptly curative in many of 
the conditions mentioned above. It has cured Orchitis. 

Generative Organs of Women. — "^Metrorrhagia; '^'menstruation 
too copious and too frequent ; painful menstruation ; violent pains 
in the abdomen during menstr\iation, in a barren female ; *leuoor* 
rhosa ; "^inflammation swelling and suppuration of the mamnue. — 
(Trans. Amer. Inst. Som.) 

Clinical Remarks. — ^All the above symptoms are marked ^th 
the asterisk, in the original proving* I have no means of ascertun- 
ing. .whether they were originally pure pathogenetic symptoms. 
The asterisk implies they were; but had been substantiated by 
ourative effects. The proving in Symptomen codex, is not accom- 
panied by the name of any prover, or those physicians who con- 
tributed clinical notes. In the clinical observations I find the fol- 
lowing : ^^ Being given in a case of chlorosis, when the leucorrhc»A 
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had been cared by Palsatilla, it brought thd leucofrhoBi back 
again." (Possibly ?) It always appeared sarprising that eclectic 
writers should say so little about the Phytolacca in diseases of 
women. I find no mention of its use in that class of diseases, in 
King, Scudder, and others, yet the extensire range of action of the 
medicine precludes the idea that it will not be found useful. 

In my estimation the sphere of action of Phytolacca is princi- 
pally upon (a) the glandular system, (b) the serous and fibrous tis- 
sues, and (c) the mucous membrane, 

Phytolacca has a specific ell'ect upon the thyroid and mammary, 
also parotid, and other glands of the throat, and by analogy ought 
to act powerfully upon the ovaries, and glands of the uterus (also 
the testes). Accordingly it ought to prove curative in ovaritis, and 
other affections of the glands, such as neuralgia, etc; in uterine 
leucorrhcfia, or that variety which proceeds from the glandular 
portion of the cervix. Its powerfnl influence over ulceration 
should make it curative in ulcerated os-uteri, whether of a non- 
specific, or specific character. Finally, it isdioald cure rheumatid 
affections of the uterus. The metrorrhagia and frequent menstrua- 
tion mentioned above, may have proceeded from ulceration of the 
OS ; the dysmenorrhoea from rheumatic irritation, and the leucor- 
rhoea may have had a glandular origin. In organic affections of 
the uterus, as tumors, cancer, soirrous, ulceration, I would stron^y 
advise the Phytolacca, internally and locally applied, and its use 
persevered in for some time. The action of Phytolacca on the 
mammary glands is specific and decisive. In No. 84, page 201, of 
the British Journal of Homoeopathy, will be foutid an article from 
my pen, which covers thi» subject as much as the present state of 
our knowledge will permit. I would urge upon physicians to test 
its virtues in the various diseases of the mammee. Since the article 
Was published, I have used it snccessfhlly in many cases of maui- 
mitis as well as tumors and nodosities in these glands : 

" It is the intention of the writer to call attention to only one 
particular use of this remedy ; viz^ in tertain diseases of the mam* 
tnary glcmds. 

*^The various writers on Materia Medica of the dominant a»J 
other schools not homoeopathic, while the^ recognize its value itt 
diseases of the glands, do not mention this particular sphere of its 
action. In the homoeopathic proving above referred to we find the 
following: — 

^^ ^ Inflammation^ swelling^ and suppuration of the fnmmmm? 
But I am not aware that this s3rmptom has ever been put to prao* 
tical test by homoeopathists, with the exception of Dr. Hill, who 
recommends it in some diseases of the breast. (See SSXt and 
HunVs Surgery,) My experience with the drug dates back nearly 
fifteen years, before I had seen the proving referred to, or indeed 
any published statement of its value as a medicine. 

" ** When I was a student of medicine in my father's office (he 

was then an allopath), a neighbor had a valuable cow, which, after a 

clandestine confinement, was brought home from the woods with 

a most enormously swollen udder. It was as hard as a stone, 

41 
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intensely hot, painful, and sensitive, and not a particle of milk conld 
be drawn. In his anxiety the owner came into his office, and aaked 
my father to suggest something to discuss the swelling and engorge- 
ment. A dose of Epsom salts was administered, but after twenty- 
four hours the cow was worse than before. At this juncture an 
old woman of the neighborhood brought in a piece of a large, 
white, succulent looking root, which she called acoke^ and ordered 
the farmer to cut a portion of it up finely and give the animal in 
some ^^ bran mash." Another, the larger portion, was made into a 
decoction, and the cow's udder washed with it frequently. The 
effect was magical ! In less than twelve hours the milk could be 
drawn, the gland softened, and in a few days the morbid oondition 
was removed. 

'^This incident was nearly forgotten until a few years after, 
when I was engaged in practice, and was having trouble with mas- 
titis and abscess of the breast in the ^persons of my patients. I 
found the remedies laid down in our books notoriously and obsti- 
nately inefficient. In spite of Aconite and Belladonna in high and 
low attenuations, the mflammatory engorgement would run on to 
suppuration. I then tried larger doses and other remedies, among 
which the J^ali hyd. was most valuable; also topical application Si 
Belladonna, Arnica, Iodine, etc., after the manner of the dominant 
school, and will give them the credit of preventing much suffering 
and deformity^ But I determined on making a trial of the virtues 
of -the Phytolacca, and before I commenced its use, made inquiry 
among the £irmer's of my acquaintances, and found to my gratifioa* 
tion that it was considered a specific in ail cases of inflammation 
and engorgement, ^^ caking" of the udder of cows, and even 
mares. 

^^ The next case of engorgement of the mammas which came 
under my care was an aggravated one. The woman, the mothtf 
of several children, had had ^'broken breasts" w^th every confine- 
ment, and the cicatrices in the glands bore testimony to the trudi 
of her assertion. About four days after delivery she had a severe 
chill followed by some fever, and in a few hours both mammso were 
hard, swollen, and painful. The child made ineffectual efforts at 
nursing, the nipples became very sensitive, and she was in much 
distress for fear of the inevitable sufferings apparently in store for 
her. Here was a case wherein to test the efficacy of the Phy- 
tolacca. Ten drops of the first decimal dilution were administered 
every hour, and a lotion was prepared by adding one-half oa. of the 
tincture to one-half pint of warm water. This was applied con- 
stantly by means of folds of cotton cloth laid upon the breasts. In 
the course of the next twenty-four hours I had the satisfaction of 
finding some signs of resolution. The heat, pain, and swelling 
became less, and in a few days, with the aid of low diet, and care- 
ful extraction of the milk, the woman recovered with only a small 
abscess at the site of an old cicatrix, instead of extensive suppura- 
tion, as usual. Since that time I have used it in very many cases, 
with the same excellent results, and it is only in the severer formsi 
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acoompanied with erysipelatous inflammation, that I have had to 
resort to Belladonna internally and externally. 

^^But this Phytolacca is not only useful in simple and inflamma- 
tory engorgement, causing rapid resolutions, but it is valuable in 
those cases where suppuration has already commenced. Here it 
reduces the inflammation, increases the activity of the absorbents, 
and will often condense an apparently large abscess into the sms^- . 
est dimensions. 

^^It is often the case that neglected or ill-treated mammary 
abscess degenerates into ill-conditioned, fistulous ulcers. In such 
cases I have seen the best effects follow the judicious use of thi» 
remedy. 

" Case 1.— A young woman, a pHmipara^ very corpulent, with 
very large mammary glands, was taken with chills and fever a few 
days after confinement. The family were poor, and lived a long 
distancein the country; no physician was called, and nothing was 
properly done, but very improperly the breast was poulticed for 
nearly two weeks, when several large abscesses opened sponta^ 
neously and discharged enormous quantities of unhealthy pus. Six: 
weeks afterwards she came to me tor advice. The breast affected 
was a most loathsome sight, long, pendulous, distorted, the seat of 
several large fistulous ulcers, discharging a watery, foetid, ichorous 
pu6 ; the gland was full of hard, painfd nodosities, of the size of 
a walnut and larger. I suspended the breast by the application of 
long strips of adhesive plaster, placed in various directions across 
and around the gland, and prescribed ten drops of Phytolacca first, 
four times a day ; also a preparation of one-half oz. of the tincture 
to eight oz. of distilled water, to be thrown into the fistulous 
canals with a small glass syringe ; this treatment, together with a 
better diet and a little wine, so much improved the case in a week, 
that but one small ulcer remained open ; and in ^ fortnight the 
treatment was suspended. The gland will never return to its 
normal condition, but will probably retain its irregular shape and 
knotty feel. 

" Case 2. — A woman, aged 40, applied to me to be treated for 
what had been declared an ^'open cancer" of the breast. It 
originated one year previously after the birth of her seventh child, 
and was the result of a ne^ected abscess. The ulcer was an inch 
in diameter, gaping, angry, filled with unhealthy granulations ; a 
probe passed obliquely downwards until it reached a hard sensitive 
tumor about the size of a hen's egg ; the discharge was offensive 
and sanious. The case was treated by suspension and compression, 
and the use of Phytolacca as above. Cured in two weeks. 

^^Many similar cases might be cited, but these will suffice, 
as they are good examples of the many cures made with this 
remedy. 

*^It may here be mentioned, that the local application of this 
remedy is usefal in cracked and excoriated nipples. It should be 
given at the same time inteiiially. If the fissures are syphilitic in 
their origin, this remedy is still useful. I once treated a case of 
irritable tumor of the *breast as described by Sir Astley Oooper» 
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It had been present several years, and was very sensitive and pain- 
ful, most especially at the menstrual periods; the pain extended 
down the arm of the affected side, and at times causing a sympar 
thetic enlargement of a gland in the axilla. I administered Bella- 
donna, Conium, Phosphorus, and Iodine, but without any good 
result, and the patient left me. A few months after, I learned to 
.my intense mortification, that an old woman had cured it with a 
plaster of the inspissated juice of the berj-ies of the PhytolacciL 
Since that occurrence I have treated several cases successtally with 
the Phytolacca internally, giving the lowest dilutions, and eome- 
times the mother tincture. In one case I permitted the patient to 
use a *^ salve " of the juice of the berries mixed with mutton 
tallow. This she applied constantly over the site of tho tumor. 
Whether it hastened the cure or not I cannot say, at least its appli- 
cation did no harm, although it seemed capable of causing aoma 
vesications of the skin. 

^^The same old lady above mentioned had quite a reputation for 
curing ^* cancers," and with no other application, as I was assured^ 
than the extract of Phytolacca. I have known the finely powdered 
root, when applied to fungous growths, have the effect of changing 
such abnormal into normal or healthy ulcers which soon healed. 

^'I have found it useful in encysted tumors; in recent indura- 
tions ; and even in scirrous of the breast; nor should I be surprised 
tf further trisds should show it to be useful in canoer of the 
mamrose. 

^^ In those cases of irritable mammsB where there is no swelling, 
induration, or tumor, only a painfulness at the menstrual period, I 
have found it specific in a few cases. The menses became more 
natural, and the pain in the mammas ceased. TJie question here 
arises : Why will it not prove valuable in certain diseases of the 
testicles or the ovaries? When we consider the physiological 
relation of the ovaries to the mammn, we should incline to predid^ 
it will found useful in many ovarian diseases." 

To the above article I would add, that the root is in general 
use among dairymen in this country, to regulate any abnormality 
in the milk of cows. If the milk be scanty, thick, watery, onrdy 
(flocculent), or contains blood or pus, or becomes in any way unnatu- 
ral, they give the green root, or a decoction in small quantities, and 
the effect upon the milk is generallv favorable. This should suggest 
its use in abnormal conditions of the milk in women, giving it in 
the lower dilutions. The higher might be tried in some peculiar 
cases. 

Larynx and Couglu — ^Tickling in the left side of the larynx, vrith 
hacking cough, and aching in the right side of the breast and great 
dryness of the throat ; sensation of roughness in the bronchia ; 
cough towards morning, from dryness of the pharynx; dry 
bronchial cough, with the sensation of roughness and slight 
increase of heat in the trachea and bronchia ; hacking cough. — 
(Tr<m%. A. I. H.) 

Clikical Rsmabks. — ^It seems to be Dr« Burt's opinion that 
when the diphtheiia membrane invades the air passages, the Phy- 
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tolacca is of less value, or none at all, but this remains to be 
proven. If it is specific to the disease, it may be curative of its 
let it be located where it will. It is said to have been used ia 
asthma, and chronic coughs, with benefit. 

Chest and Respiration*— Shortness of breath ; aching pain in the 
right side of the breast ; pain in the right side of the chest about 
the region of the nipple, passing through to the back, felt on taking 
a long breath, and on bending the shoulder backwards, better in 
the afternoon ; pain in the right side of the chest, so bad after 
midnight as to prevent sleep, aggravated by lying on the right side^ 
disappears after getting up in the morning; tenderness of the 
muscles of the chest, as if they were bruised ; occasional shocks of 
pain in the region of the hearty and as soon as thepain in the heart 
ceases, a similar pain appears in the right Brm.— {Trans. A. I, M.) 

Clinical Bemabks.— Some eclectic writers suggest its use in 
pulmonary turbercnlosis, and analogy might suggest its use in ulcer- 
ative diseases involving the lungs and bronchia, but we have no 
clinical records of its successful use in such cases. I found it bene«> 
ficial in one case of intercostal rbeumatism of several years' stand- 
ing. It ought to prove curative, as the symptoms indicate in some 
rheumatic and neuralgic afiections of the thorax and heart. 

Back. — Pain in the left lumbar region, followed immediately by 
severe itching ; a lasting pain in the leflb 8faoulder*blade, as if from 
a blow ; an occasional sensation as if a small piece of cold iron 
were pressed on the painful shoulder-blade; sensation of weight 
and pressure on both shoulder-blades, as after carrying a heavy 
load ; stiffness in the right side of the neck, worse in bed, after 
midnight; a very peculiar pressure and tension in the parotids; 
hardness of the gland on the right side of the neck ; suppuration of 
a tumor behind the right ear, with a discharge of matter and 
blood ; severe pain between the scapulas, when walking; constant 
dull, heavy pain in the lumbar and sacral regions, aggravated by 
motion ; the back is very stiff every morning. — {Dr. Burt,) 

Clinical Rekabks. — ^It is indicated by the symptoms, and has 
proved curative in cases of '^ stiff neck," lumbago^ and even spinal 
irritation. 

Upper Extremities* — ^DuU aching pain and tenderness along the 
top ot the right shoulder, along the superior edge of the trapezius 
muscle, increased by pressing upon the part and by contracting the 
muscle ; pain throughout the muscles of the left shoulder ; pain in 
the humeral insertion of the left deltoid muscle ; sli^t drawing 
pains in the right upper arm ; pain apnea's in the right arm after 
a similar pain ceases m the heart ; tenderness in the outside of the 
left arm just above the elbow, when pressing upon it,«nd when 
extendmg the arm ; dull aching pain and excessive tenderness, as 
if from a bruise in the muscles of the outside of the right upper 
arm, most severe for about two inches above the elbow, felt partic- 
ularly when the port is pressed upon and touched, and when 
extending the arm; twitching and fluttering of the muscles of the 
right upper arm, while it is resting on a table; weakness and 
aching in the bone of the right arm above the elbow, aggravated 
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by motion and extension ; rhenmatio drawing in the right forearm ; 
rheumatic drawing in the left forearm along the nlna, and the same 
sensation in the right leg ; rheumatic pains in the hands and feet, 
sometimes in the arms and legs; drawing pain in the right hand, 
now and then, by shocks upwards to the elbow ; rheumatic feeling 
in the little finger of the right hand, very annoying when writing ; 
rheumatic pain, first in the left hand, and afterwards in the ri^ht 
one ; shooting, like needles, in the left thumb ; violent shooting 
pain in the fleshy part of the left thumb, la^^ting about half a 
minute ; lancinating pain in the little and ring-fingers of the right 
hand ; neuralgic pains in the palm of the right hand ; occasionally 
frequent sudden pricking in the points of the fingers, as if from 
eclectic sparks; shooting in the finger-points, sometimes in one 
hand and sometimes in the other. — {Trans. A, I, H.) Arms ache; 
ends of the fingers all throb and ache, as if they were going to 
suppurate, (this symptom lasted three days). — (Dr, Bart) 

Clinical Remarks.— Dr. Burt recommends the Phytolacca in 
whitlow, felon^ etc., because of the remarkable similarity of the 
symptoms. It is a popular dotnestic remedy in those troublesome 
aflectipns (the green root is applied raw or boiled). Indicated in 
rheumatic aflections of arms and hands. Dr. Burt has cured warts 
on the hands with the tincture locally applied. 

Lower Extremities. — Sciatica ; neuralgic pain on the outer side 
of the left thigh ; neuralgic pain in the external part of the right 
thigh ; neuralgic pain in the external part of the left thigh ; neural- 
gic pain in the len; groin ; heaviness in the knee joints, tired from a 
little walk ; heaviness in the lower extremities, as if they were 
asleep, in the afternoon ; rheumatic pain in the right knee, in the 
afternoon, increasing in the open air, and especially on a damp day ; 
rheumatic drawing in the right leg and in the left forearm 
along the ulna ; rheumatic feeling in the left knee, with the sensa- 
tion of shortening the tendons behind the knee when walking ; 
rheumatic pains below the knees and in the arms ; pain on the dor- 
sum of the right foot at four o'clock in the morning ; coldness of 
the feet with increase of the capillary circulation about the face and 
head ; free sweating of the feet, most under the toes ; neuralgic 
pain in the right big toe, in the middle of the night ; psuns at a 
spot on the ball of the right foot, which had been frost-bitten years 
before, and in a corn never painful before. — (Trans, A. Z JET.) *Leg8 
ache, and feel very stiff about the knees, aggravated by walking ; 
weakness ; could walk with difficulty.— (i>r. Burt.) 

Clinical Remarks.— It is stated that from the application of 
the juice of the root to corns " the whole toe became inflamed and 
turned black, like gangrene." It seems almost incredible that this 
should have been a direct result of the Phytolacca. It has been 
used successfully in chronic rheumatism of the lower extremities ; 
for chronic inflammation of the knee joint, with or without effumon, 
and in sciatica and nightly pains in the limbs. Syphilitic and 
mercurial rheumatism (periostitis) generally selects the tibia^ as the 
chief point of its operations. I have used it successfully in night^ 
pains in tibia, with nodes, and even irritable ulcers on the legt. It 
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will be found useful in nearly all those oases in which Iodide of 
Potash is so freely used in allopathic practice, and strangely enough 
is quite as successful as that salt. 

Gharacteristic PeenliarUies. — ^The pains all partake of the nature 
of neuralgia ; they are pressing and shooting, sometimes sore, 
drawing and aching; the pains are all made Worse by motion and 
by pressure; the pains in the extremities are always in the outer 
portions of the limbs ; the secretion of tears, saliva, bile, urine and 
the menses is increased ; irresistible inclination to bite the teeth 
together; vomiting attended with but little distress in the stomach ; 
the diarrhoea appears to be kept up by the increased action of the 
liver, and consequent redundancy of bile, with but little tormina 
and tenesmus; with the increase of the secretion of bile, there is a 
dry, irritative cough, and almost constantly recurring transitory 
pains in different parts of the head. We find the symptoms pre- 
dominating in the right side of the head and neck, the right upper 
extremity, the right side of the chest, and the right lower extrem- 
ity ; when enumerating the symptoms of the eyes only, we find the 
left one most frec^ently mentioned ; in the above extract there are 
forty symptoms located on the right side, and thuty-one on the lefl« 
In several instances, the symptoms appeared on the left side first, 
and either passed over to the right, or the next symptom occurred 
on the right side.— (^em«. Am. Jfist.Mom.) 
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This plant is also known by the common name of May-Apple* 
It is so well-known that no description is here necessary. It ia 
found in great abundance in all parts of the tJnited States. The 
fruit is eaten and much liked by some persons, but extremely dis- 
agreeable to others. It is slightly aperient, and popularly supposed 
to cause an eruption of boUs* The pulp only should be eaten. The 
fleshy portion contains much medicinal power, but inferior to the 
rooty which is the officinal portion. It was well known to the 
Indians before the whites settled the country, and was one of their 
most active purgatives. It should be collected soon afler thd 
ripening of the fruit ; its active principles are readily taken up by 
alcohol ; it contains a resinous principle, called PodophylUn. The 
preparations used in homoeopathic practice should be the tincture 
from the fresh root, a trituration from the dried root, and from 
PodophylUn ; and dilutions made in the usual manner from the 
third trituration of the last-named preparation, or the tincture. 

Toxical Effects. — ^The entire plant in its recent state is an irritant 
poison, producing vomiting, hypercatharsis, tormina, stupor, and 
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bloating of the body; the root recently dried, operates as a drastic 
cathartic and emetic, when given in large doses, but theviolenoo of 
its action is materially modified by age. Several cases of poisoning 
by the fruit, in children who had eaten the rind, have been brought 
under my observation, but in no instance was a fatal result induced. 
The following narrative of cases by Dr. D. C. Owen, which I take 
from the "Chicago Medical Examiner," are of interest, as showing 
the principal toxical effect of the medicine: — **0n the 4th <h 
August, 1860, 1 was called upon to visit two children of H. C, who, 
the messenger said, were vomiting themselves to death. I inquired 
what the children had been eating or taking ; he replied, that the 
parents thought the vomiting was caused by Mav-apples, which the 
children had eaten in the morning. I drove brisWy on, and arrived 
at the place in, perhaps, half an hour, where I found two very 
pretty little ^rls, aged respectively, six and eight years, stretched 
upon their beds ; bathed in cold perspiration ; their faces pale as 
corpses ; eyes sunken in their orbits ; noses pinched ; pulse very 
weak, and scarcely perceptible at the wrist ; great thirst ; and the 
stomach contracting so hard and rapidly, in efforts to vomit, thai 
the wrenching pain would cause them to utter sharp screams, one 
after another, for five minutes at a time. I was told that the 
Vomiting had been going on for the last four hours, almost without 
intermission, it being now 12 if. On examining the matters thrown 
from the stomach, I found them to consist, for the most part, of 
seeds, pulp, and membraneous covering of the ripe May-apple, 
having the peculiar odor of that fruit. I asked them if they had 
eaten the rinds of the apples. They said, no ; but they had used 
their teeth to rupture the rinds. I informed the parents that the 
recovery of the oldest child was not to be expected, owing to the 
prostration already produced ; but that the chances for the younger 
were much better. I gave the oldest, one gr. snip, morphine, 
covered the epigastrium and entire abdomen, which was tympanitic 
and very tender, with a blister ; invited the blood to the extremities 
with hot flannels and sinapisms ; gave carbonic acid water, in small 
quantities, to allay thirst ; and, as the bowels had not been moved 
since the vomiting begun, ordered an enema of castor oil and 
molasses in warm water. To the younger I gave, perhaps two- 
thirds gr. morphine, and ordered the same course as for the other, 
except that for the blister I substituted mustard. They were now 
kept as quiet as possible for, perhaps, an hour and a-half, when the 
younger child was sufllciently under the influence of the narcotic to 
fall into a quiet sleep. The oldest now vomited again bilious matter 
mixed with blood — the bile dark green and very thick, the blood 
dark and coagulated. She complained frequently of buminj^ sensfr' 
tion in the throat. Finding that the injections had failed to move 
the bowels, I s^ave Hydrargyri sub. mur, gr. xij,, Morj^ne 
sulph., gr. j. 'fhey were now both getting warm extremities, the 
youngest still sleeping. I left powders of morphine and oamjrfior, 
one of which was to be given after each act oi vomiting, should it 
commence again, or alter each stool, should the bowels act too 
freely. I directed the parents to do everything in their power to 
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maintain the proper amount of heat in the eztiemities; and, if the 
means they were then using were not saffioient to keep up the 
warmth of the body, to use brandy by eneiha. For the youngest, 
I lefl similar powders and directions, should she require them. 

^ Called August 5th, at 7 a. m. — Found the oldest past all hope*-* 
the eyes glazed and motionless, the death-rattle in her throat, the 
abdomen swelled almost to bursting, and the under jaw &llen. At 
half-past eight o'clock she expired. I learned that she had con* 
tinned to vomit thick bile, with more or less blood mixed with it^ 
about every hour through the night. The youngest child was 
considerably better, although there was considerable tenderness 
over the stomach, to remove which I applied a blister; gave 
Dover's powder to keep her quiet, slippery-elm water for drink, 
kept the bowels solvent with sulphate of magnesia ; and, by the 
morning of the 8th, she was convalescent. I have endeavored to 
give a simple statement of the facts in the above cases, as they 
occurred ; and I will decline making comments, more than to say^ 
that, after seeing the deleterious effects of the May-apple in these 
cases, I would not recommend them as being the healthiest articlo 
of diet that we can procure; and I have also kept an eye single on 
the action of podophylline." In the hands of incautious or 
ignorant physicians, the JPodophyllum and its active principle have 
been productive of an immense amount of injury to the people of 
the West. I have treated many painful, severe, and incurable 
diseases of the stomach and intestines, uterus, and urinary organs^ 
which could be dated distinctly to over dosing with this potent 
drug. Next to Mercury, it is capable of inflicting more injury ta 
the human organism, when abused, than almost any other drug ia 
common use; yet eclectics denounce Mercury in all its forms, 
while pouring this poison down their patients. The original and 
only proving which has yet a^^eared, was made by Dr. WUliamson^ 
of Philadelphia, and published in the " Trans. Amer. Inst, of Honu 
Vol. I.'' I shall make that the basis of this article, and add thereta 
the pathogenetic and clinical symptoms which have been collected 
since that publication. It has been used more extensively, perhaps, 
than any of the new remedies, and is already looked upon by our 
school as a valuable polychrest. I am indebted to, Dr. £. J. Frazer, 
of Chicago, for the peculiar arrangement of the symptoms of this 
medicine. Under my directions he has placed the primary and 
secondary symptoms in their proper order, as nearly as our 
knowledge of the action of the arug will permit. This should be 
done with every medicine, in order to facilitate the study of its 
effects, and guide us in the selection of the proper dose. Edectio 
physicians, and of late many of the allopathic school, have come to 
look upon the Mandrake as a sort of panacea for nearly all acute 
diseases, and useful in almost all chronic affections. With its en- 
thusiastic admirers it ranks with Calomel. Medical adjectives have 
been exhausted in describing its powers and virtues. It is said to 
be cathartic, emetic, alterative, anthelmintic hydragogue, sialogogue, 
deobstruent, febrifuge, anti-periodic, diuretic, etc., etc., etc. It is a 
fact, that Hke Mercury it penetrates every nook and cranny of the 
42 
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organism, and there is scarce an orgran or tissue of the bodj but 
feels its malign influence, when it is introduced into the system in 
toxical doses. It has been used in nearly every disease in the 
nomenclature, and is said to have proved curative in those of the 
most opposite character. I shall try to show in my clinical remarks 
the causes of its great popularity, and attempt to define its real 
sphere of action. I will here remark that I shall use the statements 
relative to the Podophyllum and Podophylltn, indiscriminately-— as 
I believe both to act in a similar (perhaps identical) manner upon 
the system. The latter may not have as wide range of action as 
the former, because it does not contain all the medicinal constituents 
of the plant. To meet the requirements of an exact science, suoh 
as homoeopathy aspires to be, there should be a proving of both 
preparations, but until we reach that desideratum we must do the 
best we can, In the clinical remarks I shall designate as far as 
possible which preparation was prescribed, in order that the phy- 
sician may use the same in similar cases. (I shall, for the sake of 
brevity, adopt the abreviation "Pm." for the one, and "jPn." for 
the other preparation.) 

General Effects. — Herrons System* — ^Podophyllum does not 
act specifically upon the nerves, as does Aconite or Kuz vomica. 
In this respect it ranks with Bryonia, Aloes, and other medicines of 
the same class. The pains induced by the Mandrake are probably 
myalgic in their character. In idiopathic neuralgia, or indeed 
neuralgia in any form, it is of doubtful utility. 

Muscular System. — We have not sufiicient proof, nor do we find 
anything in the pathogenesis, which would lead us 1o suppose that 
Podophyllum acted directly upon the muscular fibre, as does Bry- 
onia, Mercurius, or Helonias. To fully understand the action of 
Mandrake, and other similarly acting and depressing drugs, one 
should read that instructive book, " Inman on Myalgia." I would 
suggest that Podophyllum causes pains, cramps and other sensations 
and affections of muscular tissue by (a) its irritating action upon 
mucous membranes, and (b) by its depressing action upon the vitsd 
power. According to luman, all drastic purgatives may cause 
myalgia, and even cramps, and wasting of muscle. Viewing the 
action of this medicine as I do, I cannot consider it indicated in 
rheumatism affecting muscles or tendons. If it has been found 
beneficial in that disease, it has been from some indirect action, and 
not from any specific effect. I have known it to cause severe myal- 
gic pains and soreness, and have found it curative in similar condi- 
tions, but never in true rheumatism. The Podophyllin has the power 
to cause other pains besides those referred to the bowels, stomach and 
other portions of the digestive tract. I have known it to cause pains 
in various parts of the system, but I believe them to be generally 
myalgic. Dr. Coe, whose testimony is sometimes valuable, says : 
"Podophyllin is sometimes very tardy in its operation, not acting 
under eighteen or twenty hours, and frequently it will operate more 
freely during the second twenty-four hours, than during the first. 
In cases of chronic disorders of the liver, spleen, and other viscera, 
considerable pain will frequently be experienced* in the diseased 
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organs during the operation of the medicine. Sometimes the pain 
-will be in the liver, at others in the spleen, again in the kidneys, 
(medicinal aggravation), also in the back of the neck and head, in 
the pleura, intercostal muscles, etc., (myalgic), but these symptoms 
will subside with the operation of the medicine." He thinks these 
are favorable indications, ^^ showing that the remedy is at work 
arousing the dormant ener^es of the system.^' It is not necessary, 
however, to cause these pains, etc. 

Mncoas Tissaes. — ^In its action on mucous membranes it ranks 
with Mercurius, Iris v., Yeratrum album., and other drastic cathar- 
tics. It is powerfully irritcait to the tissues, especially those of the 
digestive tract. It is not directly specific in its action upon the 
mucous membrane of the respiratory and urinary passages. It will 
however irritate and inflame any mucous surface when brought in 
contact with it, sometimes acting as a powerful escharotio. Of its 
power to cause inflammation of any and all portions of the mucous 
membrane from the mouth to the anus, there can be no doubt. 
Such eflects have been too often observed in practice, by all phy* 
sicians who have had opportunity to notice its action when admin- 
ministered in material doses. Ii even causes ulceration of this 
tissue, and may be said to act as Dr. Freligh asserts of mercury— < 
^' as a solvent of t/ie living solidsy^ but not to the extent of the for- 
mer poison. Mandrake is homoeopathic to enteritis, gastritis, etc., 
and even to bronchitis and urethritis, under certain circumstanoeSi 
which will be noticed under appropriate headings. 

Serous Tissnes. — It is said to affect, by its ^^ alterative action," 
the serous membranes of the body, and prove curative in pleuritis, 
peritonitis, synovitis, and even meningitis; but its action in thifl 
direction, is not, in my opinion, specific or direct, as is the case 
with Bryonia. 

dlandalar System* — ^It is here that mandrake is a close analogue 
of Mercury, Iodine, Iris versicolor, etc. When taken up into the 
circulation, it is eliminated by the glands, and is thus rendered 
capable of causing irritation, inflammation, and even suppuration of 
almost any glandular organ or structure. ' To those who would 
thoroughly understand the action of that class of medicines termed 
^' Eliminants," I would advise a careful perusal of that masterly 
work, ^ Headland on the Action of Medicines.*' According to 
King and others, ^* It produces a powerful and lasting impression 
upon the glandular system and secretory organs, unequalled by any 
other article." It is highly recommended and habitually used in 
scrofula, induration, and swelling ; also inflammation and suppura- 
tion of glands. It would be useless to waste our space in recording 
all the kudations of eclectic physicians in relation to its curative 
action upon the system. Like the praises the allopathist bestows 
upon mercury, they are too often based upon an unsubstantial 
foundation. 

Yascalar System, Fever. — Chilliness while moving about during 
fever, and in the act of lying down, with perspiration immediately 
afterwards ; chilliness when first lying down in the evening, followed 
by fever and sleep, which is disturbed with talking and imperfect 
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wakings ; ferer attended with constipation ; fever with inooheroit 
talking ( W) ; slow pulse, scarcely perceptible poise ; polseleMnew 
and collapse. The primary action of toxica] doses is to depress the 
Tital energies of the whole system, and therefore lower the aetioa 
(tone) of the heart and arteries, in a manner similar to Verak alk 
and its analogues. This will be seen by reference to the ease of 
])oisoning recorded on a previous page. Dr. Coe makes a soffges- 
tive remark on page 245 of his work (Cone. Org. Med): ^Podo- 
phyllin exercises a remarkable control over the sanguiferous syatem, 
removing capillary obstructions, and equalizing the drculation. It$ 
exhibition is frtquefmtly foUowed by a decided increase of temperor 
tare on the part of the skin, and patients sometimes imagine that 
the medicine is going to induce a fever. Many who have been 
troubled with unequal circulation and coldness of the extremities 
for months, are permanently relieved by a single dose.'' The symp- 
toms I have put in italics, would seem to show that the Mandn&e, 
like mercury, had the power to cause a fever peculiar to its^ a 
red irritative fever. This fever sometimes resemUes the merouial 
fever, as it is often accompanied hj perspiration^ and pains all cyver 
the system. Taking the ensemble of the symptoms, we hare in the 
coldness, chiUiness, heat, pain, sweat, etc., a very good picture of 
a febrile attack. 

Clinical REMABi:s.*-*Eclectic8 and other admirers of Podo* 
phyllum in the ^^ regular '' school, make the sweeping assertion that 
It is useful in the treatment of all fevers, and place in the same list 
those of the highest and lowest grade, the sthenio and asthenic 
This is so manifestly absurd, that it were useless to spend time to 
show its absurdity, but the opposite schools of medicine are so prone 
to deal in generalities that we can expect nothing better of them. 
Podophyllum is indicated and has been found useful in the follow- 
ing varieties of fever. 

Intermittent Fever,— When the following symptoms are present: 
*^ Chilliness when lying down— or in the evening ; chill in the mom* 
ing a *I o'clock, with pressing pains in both hypochondria, and dull, 
aching pains in the knees and ankles, elbows and wrists ; baok«ache 
before the chill ; the shaking and sensation of coldness continues 
for some time after the heat commences ; some thirst during the 
chill, but more through the heat ; the patient is conscious during 
the chill, but cannot talk, because he forgets the words he wishes 
to employ; delirium and loquacity during the hot stage, with 
forgetfulness afterwards of all that passed ; violent pain in the head, 
with excessive thirst during the fever ; sleep during the perspira- 
tion ; loss of appetite during the apyrexia." The above symptoms 
are given by Dr. Williamson, who does not inform us whether they 
are purely curative symptoms, or pathogenetic and curative. He 
further says Podophyllum is indicated In quotidian tertian and 
quartan organs, and for " periodical diseases " generally. The 

{iractitioner, however, must not expect too niiUch of this remedy in 
ntermittents. It cannot be ranked with Nux., China, Quinia, 
Comus flo., or any of the " anti-periodic " group of medicines 
which act curativeiy by virtue €£ that power, but rather with 
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Mercurias, Leptandria, Iris, etc., which act as ouratiye agents in 
Intermittent fevers, by another power, namely, of correcting the 
condition of particular organs, as the ^»ver, and thus removing the 
obstacles to a recovery. In my practice, which was at one time 
extensive, in a district cursed with ague, I had ample opportunity 
to observe the action of Podophyllum in this disease. I never 
found it of benefit unless the hepatic, intestinal, and gastric symp- 
toms corresponded with those of the fever ; when given for the 
symptoms of the fever alone, enumerated above, it was not curative. 
In fact it would remove all the other symptoms, and the paroxi/ams 
of fever would still occur in a modified form. But if alternated 
with Ipecac, China, Cornus, or Nux vomica (in quotidian), Arseni- 
cum, Cedron, or Qvdnia (in tertian), the cure would be prompt and 
permanent. Those who are opposed to alternation of remedies can 
use the Podophyllum first, and the appropriate remedy afterwards. 
As the testimony of eclectic physicians may be interesting 
on this point, I will quote: "In bilious fevers, either remit- 
tent or intermittent, it not unfrequently arrests the diseases, 
at the first prescription, if given in the proper manner, or 
it so far modifies the attack that the case becomes mild 
and manageable.'' (King). Dr. Morrow makes the same state- 
ment, but says it is only indicated when there is evident 
hepatic torpor or congestion. *' During the early stages of most 
febrile diseases, particularly intermittent and bilious remittent 
fevers, podophylline is an agent of superior efficacy. A single 
dose oilen arrests the severest attacks of fever." (Jones and 
Scudder). *' In the treatment of fever and ague, we almost 
invariably precede the employment of the other remedies by 
the free exhibition of Podophylliae. By so doing, in this climate, 
we cut the disease short at once, and oftentimes have no 
occasion for further medication. We have known m^y cases 
of intermittent fever yield to a single dose of the Podophylline, 
and, we have no doubt, but the credit of the cure is fi'equently due 
to this agent, where it is attributed to other means." (Dn Coe.) 
The above embodies the general estimate of the eclectic 
school, as regards the value of this medicine in agues. No writer 
pretends that it has any actual anti-periodic power. It has been 
noticed in many of our provings, that oeriBin febrile and even pain- 
ful symptoms were decidedly aggravated, or had a tendency to 
recur at certain hours in the day, or on alternate days^ This pecu- 
liarity renders a drug an "anti-peAodio." In the proving of Podo- 
phyllum, we find that certain febrile and other symptoms, tend 
to occur in the morning, but this I consider rather an indication of 
its remittent action. Future experiments will decide. In bilious 
J^evers, this medicine is an excellent homoeopathic remedy. 
No other drug so often corresponds with the symptoms, 
particularly when there is much intestinal irritation. It is 
admirably indicated in the various forms of remittent fever; 
which in the west are generally considered " bilious " in character. 
The febrile symptoms are quite strongly marked, and may 
afbrd some data for the selection of this drug, but we should 
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be guided principally by the general symptoms. As above 
stated, eclectic pnysicians, and of late many allopathic, are 
enthusiastic believers in the power of Podophyllum, when given 
at the onset of nearly all fevers, in cathartic doses, of arresting 
or *^ breaking up " such attacks. But I need not acquiunt the 
homoBopathic physician that such practice is sometimes franght 
with the most deplorable consequences. When the patient is 
strong and robust, the vitality of the organism may rally 
from its depressing action, or medicinal aggravation of the 
malady; but if such reaction does not take place the fewr^ 
which may have been mild in its character, is changed to a 
serious and intractable one. The intestinal irritation whiieh the 
Podophyllin sets up, will go on and withstand all the rude 
means of the eclectic to arrest. In this way I have known 
simple remittents changed into enteric or typhoid fever. In 
irritative fever^ and infantile remittent^ no remedy will give 
better satisfkction, not even Mercurius. But it should be used 
with caution in aU fevers accompanied or caused by intestinal 
orgastic irritation. In these cases it is primarily homeopathic, 
and should be used in the fourth and sixth dec. dil., should the symp- 
toms denote inactivity of the liver and glandular system of 
the intestines, and constipation, with jaundice exist, then the 
second or third dil. may be used safely. In Ti/phoid and 
Typhus fevers^ (enteric) the Podophyllum is often indicated. It is 
quite as homoeopathic to the irritation, inflammation, and even 
ulceration of Peyer's glands, as Mercurius and Arsenicum, but 
it is not so well indicated by the general symptoms ; namely, 
the condition of the blood, etc., as Baptisia, Phosphoric and 
Muriatic acids, or even Leptandria or Iris. Dr. Hill, (Epitome) 
says Podophyllin is the beet remedy for the diarrhoea of 
typhoids, but homoeopathists can accept no such whoselale 
assertion. If the diarrhoea, in a case of typhoid, corresponds to 
the Podophyllum-diarrhoea then, and only then is it a specific 
remedy. The best writers in the eclectic school are aware of 
the danger of giving large doses of Podophyllin in typhoid 
and other low fevers, and aU are particular to warn the physician 
not to use it when there is much prostration or intestinal 
irritation existing. Kotwithstanding this, the physicians of that 
and the old school, are generally so ignorant of disease, and 
so reckless of consequences, as to give this powerful drug in 
typhoid fever. The consequences are that but few patients, under 
that treatment, have vitality to resist the toxical effects of the 
drug and the disease. If Podophyllin is prescribed in true 
enteric (or typhoid) fever, it should be only the middle and 
higher potencies — the tenth and upwards. The Podophyllum may 
be used lower, in the third or sixth. These general remarks, 
I deem sufficient to point out the applicability of the remedy 
in the various forms of fever. They will serve to guide the 
practitioner in the selection of the drug by the special symp- 
toms. Even the exanthematoxis feoers form no exception. 

Sleep. — Sleepiness in the day time, especially in the forenoon ; 
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sleepiness early in the evening; restlessness the fore part of 
the night; distress after the first sleep in the evening; rising 
up in the bed, during sleep without waking; moaning in sleep 
with eyelids half closed ; *restless sleep of children, with whining 
at night; unrefreshed by sleep on waking in the morning; too 
heavy sleep at night; drowsy and difficult to wake in the morn- 
ing, *a feeling of fatigue on waking in the morning. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — Stupor and even coma occur in cases 
of poisoning with Podophyllum. The above symptoms form a 
group very often met with in persons who are supposed to be 
" bilious," or have " liver complaint.'' In other words, they are 
common to "hepatic torper, and are premonitory to manj kinds of 
fever. The symptoms marked *, are said by Dr. Williamson to 
have been cured by this medicine. 

Skin. — *Sallowness of the skin in children; ^moistness of the 
skin with preter-natural warmth. 

Clinical RBBfABKS.~The two symptoms above, are the only 
ones recorded as skin symptoms, and those appear to be curative. 
I have never noticed any irritation or eruption of the skin 
appear from its internal use. It is probably not homoeopathic to 
any cutaneous disease. Its topical application, by virtue of its 
escharotic power, results in redness, vesication and even pustulation 
and ulcers. It forms an ingredient of the " irritating plaster " of 
the eclectics. In this manner of application it may prove locally 
homoeopathic, as does Argentam nit., etc. I have ^own its abuse 
and prolonged use to cause jaundice, but that symptom more pro- 
perly belongs to another paragraph. Like mercury, it causes a 
peculiar irritative fever, characterized by heat of the skin with 
moisture (fever with sweat). This symptom may be of value, in 
aiding us in the selection of the medicine. Coe says the resinoid 
^'possesses a degree of escharotic power, and when applied to 
fungous growths will dissolve them down. It produces a rapid 
pustulaton, which appears first in the form of minute vesicles filled 
with a serous fluid which speedily changes to a whitish or yellow- 
ish hue. This superficial inflammation is at the same time quite 
severe. The pustules are slow in healing. 

Mental Symptoms. — ^Depression of spirits ; imagines he is going 
to die, or will be very ill. 

Clinical Remarks. — According to Dr. Williamson it has been 
found curative in the delirium of fevers. Beyond this we know 
but little of its homoeopathic use in mental or emotional disorders* 
It is evidently indicated, judging from its sphere of action, and 
has been found useful, in depression of spirits, and hypochondriac 
state of mind arising from hepatic disorder. 

Head. — Giddiness and dizziness, with the sensation of full- 
ness over the eyes ; momentary darts of pain in the forehead, 
obliging one to shut the eyes ; dullness and headache with 
sleepiness in the morning ; *morning headache with flushed 
face ; pain on the top of the head when rising in the morning ; 
morning headache with heat in the vertex ; pressing pain in the 
temples in the forenoon, , with drawing in the eyes as if stra* 
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bismus would follow ; stanning headache through the temples 
relieved by pressure ; sudden pain in the forehead wiUi sore- 
ness of the throat in the evening ; heavy dull paia in the 
forehead, with soreness over the seat of pain ; headache alter- 
nating with diarrhcea ; vertigo while standing in the open 
air; pain in the leil frontal protuberance aggravated in the 
afternoon ; vertigo with inclination to fall forwards ; ♦ pers- 
piration of the head during sleep, with coldness of the flesh 
while teething ; face pale as a corpse*s with pinched nose 
and a cold perspiration. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — ^Dr, Williamson found the Podophyl- 
lum curative in '^rolling of the head during difficult denti- 
tion in children ; ^ also the two symptoms marked with the 
asterisk. The head symptoms are quite notable, particularly 
the ** morning headache ^ so common in bilious affections ; 
also the "headache alternating with diarrhoea ''—one of the 
most frequent symptoms is hepatic difficulties. We have no 
proof that this drug will cause inflammation or congestion of 
the brain or its meninges, but the symptom recorded aboVe as 
cured by Dr. Williamson "rolling of the head,** etc., together 
with another— wrongly placed under the head of teeth ; namely, 
"grinding of the teeth at night, especially with children 
during dentition,"' would seem to point to irritation of the 
brain, whether idiopathic or reflex, we cannot decide, but would 
suggest an intestinal origin. Podophyllum has been much used 
against brain affections by electic physicians, but in such large 
doses as to act as a "revulsive** or "derivative" as they 
express it. I would not undertake to decide that it could not 
cause disease of the brain : it would need a pathological pro- 
ving to elucidate that point. I will quote some eclectic testi- 
mony as to its value in their hands in brain affections, and the 
reader may judge of the nature of its action for himsel£ Prof. 
Morrow says : "In no class of cases has the medicine manifested 
a higher degree of value, so far as I have been able to observe 
its dSects, than in those cases marked by strong determina- 
tion of blood to the brain, producing either congestion or incip- 
ent inflammation of that organ. In several cases of this descrip- 
tion, in the treatment of which I have witnessed its effects, I 
was agreeably^ surprised to find every trace of congestion 
eradicated by one or two thorough operations of this article. 
It seemed to exercise a more completely controlling influence 
on this pathological condition than any medicine I have ever 
used for this same purpose.'* It was given of course, in strong 
cathartic doses. Still a mere cathartic would not have such a 
"controlling influence,'* and it may after all have exercised 
some specific curative effect upon the condition of the brain ; 
i. e., the small amount of the drug which was absorbed by 
the stomach, Dr, Coe, strangely enough does not say much 
about its use in brain diseases, as he considers it specific for 
almost every other class of maladies. He says it does good, 
as a revulsive cathartic, in congestion of the brain and apo- 
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plexy. He raentions one case however, where it acted mtchan- 
icaUy with good results, and if no better agent was at hand 
— castor oil, etc., — the homceopathist might use it legitimately, 
"In a child eight months old'' he says, "we removed by 
means of lobelia and podophyllin one afid a half pints of 
solid casein. This matter so expelled was in a high state of 
putrefactive fermentation.'' This case he says was pronounced 
** congestion of the brain," but with the removal of the mor- 
bid material from the stomach, all the symptoms abated, and 
the child recovered. In a case of Jaundice, which had 
advanced so far as to cause comatose sleep, and partial insens- 
ibility, after eveiy usual homoeopathic remedy had been tried 
without much effect, the Podophyllin, one grain of the first 
trit., every half hour, removed all the dangerous symptoms. 
Improvement commenced about the time frequent bilious stools 
appeared, l^o bile had passed the bowels for nearly two 
weeks previously. 

Eyes. — Smarting in the eyes; drawing sensaticm in the eyesi 
accompanying pain in the head ; heaviness of the eyes, with 
occasional pains on the top of the head ; pain in the eye- 
balls and in the temples, with heat and throbbing of the tem- 
poral arteries. Eyes sunken in their orbits. 

Clinical Remabks.— In a conversation with the venerable 
Dr. Hering, relating to this remedy, he referred me to a 
remark of Dr. Barton (Allopath) ; namely, that he had noticed 
that frequently after administering the Podophyllum — ^no symp- 
toms appeared on the same day, but the next morning the 
eyes would appear if^med. This, according to Hering, would 
seem to imply that Podophyllum was indicated in ophthabuias 
which appeared, or were aggravated, in the morning. It has 
been used as a collyrium in chronic opthalmia or ulcers on 
the cornea, and is probably as useful as any escharotic, for 
all act upon the law of Similia. 

Teetb* — ^* Grinding of the teeth at night ; the teeth are 
covered with dried mucus in the morning. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The first symptom above recorded 
should perhaps be placed under the " Head »' symptoms. How- 
ever, children often grind the teeth (adults also) fi*om a disor- 
dered state of the stomach, indigestion, acidity, and even 
hepatic disorder. I once noticed in a child to whom Mandrake 
had been administered by the parents, that each paroxysm of 
nausea and griping was preceeded by " grinding of the, teeth,»> 
In this case there was a reflex symptom proceeding from the 
intestinal irritation. The teeth are said to become loose under the 
action of this medicine. (See mouth symptoms.) 

Mouth. — Copious salivation ; ♦ offensive odor from the mouth ; 

* offensiveness of the breath at night — perceptible to the 
patient ; the taste of fried liver in his mouth at night ; sour- 
ness of the mouth and tongue on waking in the morning. 

* white fur on., the tongue with foul taste ; putrid taste in 
the mouth. 

43 
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Clinical Remarks. — ^Dr. Waiiamson contribntes the curs- 
tin symptoms marked with a star. The effect of Mandrake 
upon the mouth is quite specific and note-worthy. All writers 
agree that it will cause symptoms like salivation. I have known 
it to cause severe ptyalism in numerous cases, when abased 
by eleotic physicians. Even in the dd trit., this effect is qnite. 
noticeable in persons who are subject to stomatitis, or have 
been mercurialized. Dr. Coe says : ^^ It has been said that Pod- 
ophyllin is capable of producing ptyalism, but we have never 
seen any evidence of tlie fact in persons who had never taken 
mercwry. The only symptoms of salivation we have ever 
observed have been in those cases where mercury has been 
taken at some previous time. Podophyllin is powerfully resol- 
vent, and by its peculiar excitation of the glandular system 
will sometimes di^odge deposits of latent mercurial atoms, and 
so bring about a season of mercurialization. Lobelia, Irisin, and 
Phytolaccin will frequently do the same.'' This is a species of 
special pleading, often resorted to by eclectic practitionerSi bat 
it is untenable. If these drugs will cause ptyalism when mer- 
cury is in the glands it will cause the same symptoms when 
mercury is not present. The only difference will be that the 
presence of mercury renders the glands more susceptible to 
the action of these agents. Podophyllin is homoDopathio to 
ptyalism, even mercurial; to stomatitis and many inflammar 
tary affections of the gums and buccal mucous membrane. 
It has been found curative in *' nursing sore mouth,** ** canker 
in the mouth.'' I have cured with the dilutions, used as a 
wash, a case of chronio inflammation of the tongue, which was 
red, dry, cracked, and often bleeding, and somewhat swollen. 
It seemed idiopathic, as no greater derangement was notice- 
able. 

Throat. — Sore throat, commencing on the right dde and 
then going to the lefl ; soreness of the left side of the throat, 
especially painful when swallowing liquids, and worse in the 
morning ; dryjiesa of the throat ; soreness of the throat 
extending to the ears ; ^rattling of mucus in the throat ; 
* goitre ; ^sore throaty commencing on the right side and going 
to the left. 

Clinical Remaeks.— The three curative symptoms are from 
Dr. Williamson. The first is due to the exdted secretory 
action of Mandrake upon the tonsils and mucous foUioles of 
the throat. This medicine has made undoubted cures of Goitre 
in the hands of homcBopathic as well as eclectic physicians. 
The testimony on this point appears conclusive, but I cannot 
say that I have ever seen much benefit from its use in my 
hands, at least no such decided effects as follow the use of 
Iodine, Bromine, and their salts, even in minute doses. Nor 
have I found it of much value in tonsillitis, in which it is 
inferior to Phytolacca or Iris versicolor. 

Appetite.— ; Voracious appetite; regurgitation of food; loss pt 
appetite ; indifference to food ; satiety from a small qmuntity d 
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food, followed by nausea and vomiting; desire for something sour; 
thirst towards evening ; putrid taste. 

CLTtncAL Rkmabks. — ^The effects of Podophyllin in small doses 
(one-tenth of a grain) is, according to King and others, to cause 
increase of appetite, and healthy digestion ; but, in large doses, it 
causes disgust for food, which if taken is regurgitated. Dr. 
Williamson cured many cases of dyspepsia in which the above 
symptoms were prominent. (See Gastric.) 

Gastric Symptoms, and Stomaeb. — ^Regurgitation of food ; food 
turns sour after eating ; sourness of the stomach ; acid eructa- 
tions; belching of hot flatus which is very sour; acidity in the 
afternoon, with an unpleasant, sickly sensation in the stomach; 
nausea and vomiting, with fhllness in the head; vomiting of food 
an hour after a meal, with a craving appetite immediately after- 
wards; extreme nausea, continuing for several hours; vomiting of 
food with putrid taste and odor; heart-bum; water-brash; heat in 
the stomach ; sensation* of hollowness in the epigastrium ; throb- 
bing in the epigastrium, followed hj diarrhoea; gastric affection, 
attended by depression of spirits; heat in stomach; vomiting of 
hot frothy mucus; stitches m the epigastrium from coughing. 
(Williamson.) The nausea begins about two or three hoUrs after 
the medicine, in material doses, is taken ; it continues sometimes 
with great severity, and with vomiting of ingesta, mucus, and 
bile, for twenty-four or forty hours even. (Hale.) Great thirst, 
and the stomach contracting so hard and rapidly in the effort to 
vomit that the wrenching pjun would cause them to titter sharp 
screams, one after another, for five minutes at a time ; vomiting of 
bilious matter mixed with blood, the bile, dark green and very 
thick, the blood dark and coagulated ; vomiting of thick bile and 
blood for eighteen hours." (Dr. Owen.) 

Clinical Remabks. — From its effects in the case of fatal 
poisoning, we should judge it indicated in acute Gastritis, when 
the pain and vomiting is unusually severe, and the matter 
ejected consisted of bile and blood as described above. The nausea; 
which attends the action of Mandrake, is particularly distressing. 
It is *' lingering and death-like, something like that caused by 
tobacco." It is attended generally with severe and painful vomiting 
of bilious matter,, as well as copious bilious and watery discharges, 
and severe griping pain in small intestines from the bowels, wheii 
the dose is large. The critical physician will readily see by the 
pathogenetic and curative symptoms above, that Podophylun is 
indicated in many conditions of gastric irritation, and even inflam- 
mation. Eclectic writers, particularly mention that it is contra 
indicated in gastritis, which obsei*vation implies to the homoeo- 

Sathist, that it will jjrove a valuable remedy in some forms of that 
isease. Some physicians value it highly as a homoeopathic remedy 
for many forms of dyspepsia. (See curative symptoms above.) m 
its effects upon the gastric mucous membrane it is analagous to Iris 
versicolor, Mercurius, Arsenicum, Nux vomica, Pulsatilla, and 
others, and will rival them in the various affections of the stomach. 
Ibdomeii, — ^Fulness in the right hypochondrium, with flatulence. 
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Colic with retraction of the abdominal muscles; jpain ia the 
transverse colon at three o'clock in the morning, followed by 
diarrhoea; rumbling of flatus in the ascending colon ; pain in the 
ascending colon ; psun in the bowels at daylight in the morning 
which is relieved by external warmth and by bending forwards 
whilst lying on the side, but is aggravated by lying on the back ; 
the pain in the bowels is at first attended with coldness, which ii 
followed by heat and warm perspiration ; sensation of heat in the 
bowels, accompanying the inclination to go to stool ; sensation of 
flatus in the left hypochondrium ; faintness with sensation <^ 
emptiness in the abdomen after stool ; cramp-like pain in the 
bowels, with retraction of the abdominal muscles occurring at 10 
o'clock in the evening, and again at 5 o'clock in the morning, and 
continuing until ; sharp pain above the right groin, preventing 
motion in the last months of pregnancy ; distention of the abdo- 
men; enormous swelling of the abdomen (in case of filial 
poisoning). * 

Clinical Bemabks. — ^The pains which are caused by Podo- 
phyllum are not confined to the intestines, but extend to the 
muscles of the abdomen. According to Inman irritation of the 
mucous* coat of the intestines may, and does generally cause 
myalgic pains and spasm. There is some similanty in the pains 
caused by Plumbum and Podophyllum ; but, the former drag acts 
directly upon the nerves which govern the contraction of muscles, 
while the latter causes pain and spasm in the same muscles by 
irritating a contiguous mucous membrane. Williamson recommends 
the Podophyllum in Colica pictonum (lead colic), and Edectios 
claim to cure that disease with Mandrake. Perhaps the similarity/ 
of the two diseases may be sufficiently 'clear to empower the one 
to cure the other. I once attended a case of poisoning by Podo- 
phyUum, when the rectus and other muscles were drawn into 
tumps or knots; the pain was relieved by " doubling up" and very 
hot applications. Oolocynth did but little good ; Gelseminum, in 
flrop doses, gave some relief; I did not try Plumbum, having none 
at hand. The colic caused by Podophyllum is generally attended 
with diarrhoea or dysentery, and often with bUious vomiting and 
diarrhoea. In JPeritonitis, I do not consider it indicated, unless in 
exceptional cases. Certain intestinal and myalgic disorders sim- 
ulate true peritonitis and may be mistaken for it; in such cases 
the Podophyllum may be useful. Eclectic physicians consider it 
almost specific for JPuerpercU P&ritonitis^ but it cannot be anything , 
but injurious in that disease, given in the heavy doses in whid^ they 
present it. The allopathic treatment of this disease shows some 
strange discrepancies. Some writers claim that blood-letting, 
Verat. v., Antimony, etc., are the only reliable remedies ; others, 
rely wholly upon Opium, and narcotics ; and still another portion of 
that school place their faith upon Turpentine. It is very probable 
that Podophyllin acts similarly to the latter irug. According to 
Inman (see Treatise on Myalgia), inflammation of serous membranes, 
as the pleura and peritoneum is not necessarily accompanied toith 
pain, and, that myalgia or paralysis of the muscular parietes of the 
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abdomen is often mistaken for Peritonitis. We have the same 
intense burning pain in certain localities, (the attachment of muscles) 
the same exquisite tenderness, and the same distention^ noted as 
belonging to puerperal peritonitis. Any treatment, says Inman, 
which will give tone to the muscles, causing contraction of the 
muscles involved, will restore the patient. This statement accounts 
for the benefit which has accrued from the use of stimulants, 
tonics. Opium, and even Turpentine and Podophyllin. The two 
first give tone to the muscles— Opium gives them rest^ which is so 
necessary to a cure; and the two latter by a certain specific 
influence which they seem to have over our muscular fibre ; for 
turpentine cures tympanitis, in small doses, too small to irritate the 
bowel, {jit causes tympanitis), and Podyphyllin causes all the 
symptoms of Peritonitis, as will be seen by reference to the cases 
of poisoning above. In the fatal case. Enteritis could not have 
been present, for the time was too short, and if the peritoneum was 
affected it was by the direct toxical action of the poison. No post 
mortem having been made of the fatal case, we do not know whether 
peritonitis was present, and the symptoms may have been due to 
some other lesion. 

Liver and Spleen.— (1.) Fullness in the right hypochondria; 
hypochondrium with fiatulence; stitches in the right hypo- 
chondrium, worse while eating; twisting pain in the right 
hypochondrium, with sensation of heat in the part ; * fullness, 
with pain and soreness in the right hypochondrium ; chronio 
hepatitis with costiveness ; puns in the region of the liver. (2) 
Sensation of weight and dragging in the left hypochondrium, close 
under the ribs; sensation of flatus Jn the left hypochondrium; 
pains in spleen. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^It is difficult to decide whether all the 
pains above mentioned are myalgic or really in the organs referred 
to in the headings. Some of the symptoms are undoubtedly 
myalgic. The curative symptoms of fulbiess, etc., has been so 
often verified by Dr. Williamson and others of our school, that 
we may safely say that it indicates hepatitis^ or congestion of the 
liver. The ^^ chronic hepatitis with costiveness/' is idso a valuable 
observation. It is not necessary, however, that constipation 
should be present ; it is as useful when that disease is attended 
with diarrhoea, or the two states alternately. From many years, 
experience with, and observation of, the use of Podophyllin in 
diseases of the liver, I feel qualified to venture the following 
observation relative to its pathogenitive and curative action 
upon that organ. I believe the Podophyllum and its active 
principle to be a direct stimidant of the liver. I am aware that 
some of the most astute investigators of the allopathic school 
deny that Mercury has any* direct or specific action on that organ. 
They would probably allege the same of the Mandrake, but there 
are certain reasons which I shall give further on, why I consider 
the arguments against Mercury not valid in the case of Podo- 
phyllum. The primary action of Podophyllum in large doses ia 
generally to cause vomiting and diarrhoea of undoubted bilious 
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matters. I have examined the evacnations cansed by Pn, in case of 
jaundice, which before its administration were completely free from 
bile, and found that the green color was actually due to that 
secretion. The examination was made with the most approved 
chemical tests. The patient felt the action of the drug upon the liver, 
before it nauseated or caused any intestinal irritation. (The doBe 
was one-fourth of a grain of the pure resinoid, triturated with ten 
of sugar of milk). In still smaller doses, third trituration, it wil 
cause bile to appear in the previously clay colored stools. I 
consider this medicince therefore primarily homoepathic to acnte 
irritation, congestion and inflammation of the liver, bilious 
diarrhoea, and hepatic pains. A further proving is needed to give 
special indications. The powerfully irritating effect which this 
drug has upon the secretory functions of the liver, enables it to 
cause such excessive action as may pass over into ptuHve 
congestion^ chronic inflammation, suspension of function from 
exhaustion, suspension of biliary secretion, and even reterUion of 
that fluid. Podophyllum has been abused in the hands of 
eclectics as badly as Mercury in the allopathic school. I have 
known it to cause chronic hepatic diseases, as jaundice, enlai^ 
ment, and even some organic affections. There is scarcely an 
acute or chronic disease of this important viscus, in which this 
medicine may not, in some of its stages, be found useful. A careful 
study of our proving, together with the observations of physicians 
of both schools, will give us much information as to its sphere of 
action. The dose in hepatic diseases, is a matter of great import- 
ance. I believe an adherence to the following rules will give the 
physician greater success with the medicine than he could attain 
without them. (1.) For the primary (acute) conditions, sin^^lar to 
those caused by large doses of Podophyllum, give the highest and 
middle attenuations. (The third or eighteenth of Podophyllum, 
and sixth or thirtieth of PodophylUn.) (2.) For Symptoms and 
conditions (chronic) simulating the secondary effects, give the 
lower actenuations, and in rare cases, even the one-tenth of the 
resinoids. (3.) In a few cases, as in retention of bile from obstruc- 
tion of the gall duct., or in case of gall-stones, we must have the 
direct mechanical effects of Podophyllum. In such cases crude 
doses are required. This is best illustrated by the following case 
of "expulsion of gall stone," reported by me to the North American 
Journal, Vol. 12, p. 258 : 

"In Vol. 7, 804, of this Journal, my industrious colleague, Dr. 
Marcy, made mention of ' An Empirical Remedy for gall-stones,' 
and says: ^For the violent spasmodic pains which accompany 
their passage to the intestines, we have found the following treat- 
ment, derived from an empirical sourse, eminently efficacious : As 
goon as the pains have declared themselves, we give the patient six 
ounces of tepid Olive-oil, and then pi^esciibe Nux and Aconite in 
alternation every half hour. We also apply hot water fomenta- 
tions, and occasionally a warm bath, when the paroxysm is not 
speedily ameliorated.' The case which I will now report is a very 
interesting one. The patient^ a young lady, residing at No. 58 
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Carpenter street, had been subject, for several years, to attacks of 
supposed gastralgia, which would pass off in a few days under the 
use of anodynes, leaving her slightly jaundiced. This attack had 
been much more severe, and she had been under the care of two 

frofessors in the allopathic colleges in this city for six weeks when 
was called. They pronounced her disease "neuralgia of the 
stomach." The character of the pain had not changed, only to 
grow more severe since its onset. She had been drugged with 
JMue-mass^ Calomd^ Opium^ Dover* s-powder and Chloroform^ 
and received only temporary benefit from their use. I found her 
emaciatied, jaundiced, (her skin of the hue of bronze), tongue 
coated white; no appetite; headache most of the time; pulse 
quick and hard, but small ; urine very scanty, a yellowish brown 
color, and was found to contain bUe when the usual tests were 
applied. The pains in the epigastrium extended to the right side, 
region of the gall-bladder, and were remitting i. e^ there were 
paroxysms of great intensity, but some pain all the time; 
excessive nausea, when the pain becomes severe; constipation 
and diarrhoea alternated, and in . either condition the evacuations 
were now, and had been destitute of bile for several weeks. At my 
first visit! was undecided as to the pathological condition at the 
bottom of the difficulty, but gave Aconite and Nux-vomica. The 
next I decided that the malady originated from the presence of 
gall-stones in the gall-duct, obstructing completely the passage of 
bile into the intestines, and giving rise to tt^e interior pain ; no 
relief had been obtained from the remedies, and she had been 
obliged to resort to Chloroform all night. I now resolved to 
try Dr. Marcy's treatment. Six ounces of tepid Olive-oil were 
ordered, but she could only be induced to swallow three. This 
was at 3 p. M.; at 9 p. m., the other three ounces were adminis- 
tered. Nux and Aconite were continued as before. Third day — 
no improvement. She took Chloroform about half the time to get 
relief from the intense spasmodic pain ; urine more scanty, and 
of a deeper color; slimy, white diarrhoea, not a trace of bUe in 
the discharges; vomiting of mucus ; no bile had been vomited 
for several weeks. I ordered a hot bath. In the attempt to take 
it, a very severe chill set in with fainting ; this was followed by 
somq fever. In the evening she became stupid, would not answer 
questi9ns, and I feared she would go into coma. Dr. Coe, (Cone 
Org. Med., page 247) gives the following treatment for gall-stones : 
He gives at bed-time a powder composed of Podophyllin, grs. ij., 
Euphorbin, grs. j., Caulophyllin, grs. ij. The next morning, 'as 
soon as the nausea attending the operation of the powder has 
subsided, administer eight ounces of pure Olive-oil.' * We have 
known," he asserts, ' as many as two hundred of these concretions, 
varying in size from that of a small pea to that of a hazle-nut, to 
be passed after the administration of a single dose of I'odophyllin 
and the Oil.' My patient was rapidly sinking, and I knew that if 
the obstruction was not soon removed, the blood would become 
irretrievably poisoned with bile. I did not deem it necessary to 
follow Coe'a practice. Podophyllin is the re(d agent which dislodges 
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the concretions from the gall-dact This it does, I beliere, bj 
increasing the expulsion power or peristaltic action, so to speak, 
of the gall-bladder and its dact. The Olive-oil may aid in relaxing 
and dilating the duct, and carries the concretions off through the 
bowels, afler they have been expelled. I accordingly gAve 
one grain of Podophyllin in the evening ; she was allowed Chlo- 
roform during the night. In the morning she swallowed ^iree 
ounces of Olive-oil, at 6 o'clock. At 9 o'clock she vomited bile; 
at noon she had a free evacuation from the bowels, of a bilious 
appearance. At 3 p. m., another bilious stool, and with it a 
discharge of several gall-stones— they fell into the vessel with a 
metallic sound-^as the nnrse informed me. All pain ceased about 
the time she vomited, and did not return. The concretions were 
round, about the size of a cherry, rough externally, yellowish, and 
when broken in two, showed a radiating appearance from a common 
centre. No account was kept of the number passed, as the nurse 
was somewhat negligent, and &iled to collect them. In a few 
days, under the use of Aconite and Nux, the jaundice had nearly 
disappeared ; her appetite returned, and in two weeks she was able 
to ride into the country, and has since enjoyed good health. In 
the words of Dr. Maroy, I assert that * this affords us example 
where the consistent homoeopathist is justified in employing a 
chemical and purgative agent to rid the system of foreign 
substances which nature is struggling to throw off It is not diseoH 
which we are to remove; not a therapeutic agent which We are to 
administer.' I recognize three methods' of restoring health ; viz : 
the chemical^ the mechanical^ and the homcBopathic, By the first 
we can remove an irritating cause of disease, as l^y the use of 
Nitric-acid, in Oxalic-acid urine by the second, we can expel 
a biliary calculus with Podophyllin and Olive-oil ; and by the last— 
the only law of cure — we can remove, with Aconite and Nux, 
the hepatic inflammation consequent ^pon the passage of the 
stones. I maintain that my treatment was as rational and 
cientific as that of the surgeon who removes the spiculss of bones 
or the musket-ball, and then uses his specific remedies, and his 
surgical apliances." 

It is amazing to witness the vast confidence which the eclectic 
physicians have in Podophyllin in nearly every disease of the lifer. 
They use it almost indiscriminately in the most opposite states 
and conditions, and in functional organic affections of that organ. 
I have not space to quote their observations and praises, but would 
refer the reader to their works on Practice and Materia Medica. 
In congestion of the portal circle^ this medicine appears to have 
an immense curative power, in which it is only equalled by 
Mercury and Leptandria. In Diseases of the Spleen^ the Podo- 
phyllum h%s been found useful. It may be tried in acute 
inflammation, or chronic enlargement. 

Enteric Symptoms. — Stool earlier in the morning than usual, but 
natural ; frequent stools during the day, but of a natural consis- 
tence ; six soft yellow stools a day, with some griping : (from 
grain doses of the third trit) ; profnsu diarrhoea, worse in the morn- 
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ing; yery frequent papeacent, yellowish stools for forty-dght 
hours ; diarrhoea early in the mommg, which continues during the 
forenoon, followed by a natural stool in the evening ; evacuations 
of green stools in the morning; diarriioea immediately after eating 
or drinkine ; ^extreme weakness and cutting pain in the intestines 
after stool ; *jpainful diarrhoea, with screammg and grinding of 
the teeth, in children, during dentition; white slimy stools; '^ot. 
watery evacuations ; stools watery, frequent, profuse, and attended 
with prostration and cramps as in cholera; stools muco*gelatinouS| 
small and infrequent, with flatulence, and pain in the region of tA$ 
ecuntm ; after an evacuation of a large mass of gelatinous sub- 
stance, like white of ^g, the severe tormina ceased and did not 
retnm; '^food passes the bowels in an undigested state ; copious 
evacuations, with blueness under the eyes; ^evacuations which 
consist of dark, yellow mucus, which smells like carrion ; frequent 
ohalk-like stools, which are very offensive; *with gaggbg and 
excessive thirst in children; ^constant pain in the lumbar regioui 
which is worse during evacuation, and particularly after stool; 
stools yellow, green or watery and brown ; stools streaked with 
blood ; evacuations in the morning, attended with strong urging in 
the bowels, with heat and pain in the anus ; flashes of heat run- 
ning up the back after a stool; sensation at stool as if the genital 
organs would fall oul^ (in a female) ; too much bearing down at 
stool, as if from inactivity of the rectum ; severe and pamful t^ies- 
mns after a watery stool ; ^chronic diarrhoea, worse in the morning ; 
diarrhoea with prolapsus ani at every stool, (in children) ; '^'descent 
of the rectum from a little exertion, immediately followed by stool^ 
or a discharge of thick, transparent mucus, sometimes of a yellow 
color, and mixed with blood ; the prolapsus ani occurs most fre* 
quently in the morning ; secretion of mucus from the anus ; the 
anus feels very sore, sensitive and swollen ; aggravation of existing 
hemorrhoids; several hard, painful hemorrhoidal tumors around 
the anus, one of which bleeds profusely, (primary symptoms): 
constipation tor two days after the diarrhoea; constipation with 
headache and flatulence ; the fieces are hard and c&y, and voided 
with difficulty ; constipation, with hemorrhoids and prolapsus ani ; 
alternate constipation and diarrhcsa, (secondary symptoms) : hard 
stool, coated with yellow, tenacious mucus. 

CuNiOAL Remarks.— It will be seen that I have arranged the 
above symptoms in a peculiar order, different from that adopted in 
the ori^nal proving. The plan of arranging the symptoms of a 
drug without reference to its primary and secondary action is much 
to be deprecated. The entire symptoms (^^ stool,'' dta) of all our 
drugs begin with ^^ constipation." Now, no one suppose/s that this 
is the first symptom of all drugs. On the contrary, frequent and 
loose evacuations are the rule. The first symptom from even small 
doses of Podophyllum is diarrhoea. It is not until the purgative 
action has subsided, or the irritability of the intestines exhausted, 
that we have constipation. In fitct this medicine rarely causes 
constipation, and then only secondarily. To avoid repetition, I have 
designated those symptoma cured by Williamson and Jeanes with 
44 



846 NEW HOMCEOPATHIC PROVINQS. 

an asterisk, bat aD of the other Bymptoms are of equal xmportanoe, 
and have all been verified by clinical experience. I will briefly 
enumerate the disorders of the bowels in which this drag is indioa' 
ted, without a useless repetition of the symptoms. £% (Mcute or 
chronic mucous or follicular enteritis^ it is specifically and primarily 
indicated. No drug, not even Mercury, so snrelv causes tibese 
conditions. Whether the disease be present in children or adults, 
the Podophyllum will be found promptly curative. DiarrJum^ in 
nearly all its varied manifestations, finds a similimum in the patho- 
genesis of this potent drug. Drs. Bering, Jeanes, Pretohs, and 
many others lay much stress on the tendency to morning aggrawk' 
Hon of the intestinal, and indeed all the symptoms of Podophyllam. 
There are only two forms of diarrhoBa in which this memcme is 
secondarily indicated. I allude to that fi>rm which accompanies 
complete jaundice, and in which the evacuations are olay^colored 
and offensive ; and the diarrhoea which alternates with constipation, 
in some chronic hepatic disorders. In these varieties it will be 
found necessary to use the lower dilutions and triturations, while in 
-the former affections the middle and highest potencies will act 
curatively. Dr. Jeanes has cured many cases of relaxed bowds, 
when the stools were too frequent hut natural^ with the highest 
attenuations of this remedy. Acute and chronic CoUHs is a 
disease which calls for the Podophyllum. The symptoms of the 
drug and disease bear a remarkable resemblance, as a comparison 
will show. Dysentery is one of the diseases in which this medicine 
has been found most useful. An abuse of this drug, and even its 
moderate and careful use, in some cases, is sure to bring on symp- 
toms of acute dysentery. It is useful in chronic or acute dysen* 
tery, and in many cases will be found more beneficial in all the 
stages, than any other agent. One peculiar feature of the Podo- 
phyllum-dysentery, is the almost invariable presence oi prolapsus 
anii or a tendency thereto. I once attended two children, aged res- 
►ectively three and six years, who had been dosed with Podophyllin 
ly an Eclectic. Dysentery was present in both patients, and also 
prolapsus recti. The mucous membrane of the rectum was red, 
mflamed and exquisitely sensitive. Drs. Jeanes and Williamson 
noticed similar pathogenetic effects. I cured the children with 
Nux and Nitric acid. Many cases of prolapsus recti have been 
cured with Podophyllin, even when of six years'* standing, and 
accompanied all that time with diarrhoea. Dr. Gatchell, gives the 
indications for this remedy in dysentery, ^^ commencing with a 
watery diarrhoea, terminates in a muco-sanguineous dysentery, 
accompanied with sickness at the stomach. If the diarrhoea, which 
preceded the dysentery, especially manifested itself early in the 
morning, the case will be all the more appropriate." He advises six 
drops of the tincture in six ounces of water, a teaspoonfnl at a 
dose ; which is to be repeated after each stool, until improvement 
commences. This prescnption will cure many cases of dysentery. 
This remedy is chiefly indicated in the so-called bilious dysentery 
in which the stools look like pea-soup, and consist of a yellowish' 
greenish, or bloody mucus, having a disagreeable odor, andaooomi 
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panied with violent pains in the region of the colon, rectum and 
anus ; it caases and aggravates hemorrhoids^ and severe tenesmus, 
with prolapsus ani, especially in children ; sometimes nausea and 
vomiting go with the above symptoms. The active principle, or 
Podophyllin, at the third trituration, is often more effectual and 
prompt in its action, than the tincture. Altogether, it is one of the 
best remedies we possess for the cure of dysentery, enteritis, and 
many other inflammatory diseases of the intestinal track. — M) 
Dr. G. also advises Leptandrin in typhoid dysentery, and mentions 
that Dr. Morrow was very successful with it, in that formidable 
form which appeared after the cholera of 1849. ^^In the practice of 
the writer, the second and third trituration, has often been used 
successfully in low conditions occurring in dysentery, chronio 
diarrhcsa (especially the obstinate diarrhcea of soldiers), and ia 
typhoid fever." — Amer. Mag. Hom^ vol. 1, p. 870. In Cholera 
morbus^ is sometimes treated very successfully by the use of Podo« 
phyUum. It causes, in large doses, similar watery, flocculent dis* 
charges, very profuse and exhausting, accompanied with cramps in 
the abdominal, and flexor muscles of the extremities. In this 
respect it is the analogue of Elaterium, Jatropha, Euphorbia cor., 
Arsenic, and Veratrum. AaicUio Oholera^ in some of its phases, 
ought to find a specific remedy in this medicine. So abundant are 
the alvine evacuationff- of serum caused by Mandrake, that Eclectics 
use it as a hydrogogue cathartic in oases of dropsy. In Cholera 
Infantum it was found by Dr. Jeanes and Williamson to be emi- 
nently useful. I have used it in a good many cases of this disorder, 
as well as diarrhoea from teething, and nearly every intestinal 
disease to which children are subject, and have found it as useful 
as Mercury, Chamomilla, or Pulsatilla. In the bowel complaints of 
children the practical physician is cognizant of the colic with spas- 
modic retraction of the abdominal muscles, the* spasmodic tenes* 
mus, and tending to prolapsus ani ; all strong indications for this 
medicine, hemorrhoidal affections are admirably under the con- 
trol of Podophyllum. The specific affinity which this drug has for. 
the liver, portal system, and rectum, as shown in the pathogenesis, 
enables it to cause hemorrhoids from portal congestion, chronio 
heuatic aflections, and primary irritation, congestion, and even 
inflammation of the veins and mucous membrane of the rectum. 
It will be found useful in internal or external piles — ^for those which 
bleed and those which do not. The sensations it causes in the 
rectum, anus, and hemorrhoidal tumors are similar to the eflects of 
aioes^ of which it is a congener. 

Urinary Organs. — ^*Euuresis; ^involuntary discharge of urine 
during sleep; *frequent nocturnal urination during pregnancy, 
(primary eflects) ; pain in the region of the kidneys, followed by 
flow of urine with calculi sediment ; ^diminished secretion of urine ; 
"''suppression of urine; scanty urine, with frequent voidings, 
(secondary eflects). 

Clinical Rbmabks. — ^AU the above symptoms are marked by 
Dr. Williamson .as curative. They are also pathogenetic, as I propose 
to show by Eclectic authority. I quote such testimony because it 
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may throw some light on the action of Podophyllom on the nrinary 
apparatoB. ITing says it has been found uBeful in " incontinence 
of nrine, and some affections of the bladder;" a very^ ambigaooa 
kind of testimony. Jones says it is almost specific in ^^ inconti- 
nence of urine, and useful in some renal difficulties." Dr. Coe, 
writes, ^ in the suppression and retention of urine, we have found 
the Podophyllin of exceeding utility, as a radical remedy. We 
remember one case in which the catheter had been used, on an 
average, twelve times in twenty-four hours, for four weeks, and 
which was promptly and permanently relieved by a single dose of 
Podophyllin, rendering the ftulher use of the catheter unneoessary. 
In all derangements of the urinary apparatus, Podophyllin will be 
found one of the best alterative diuretics that can possibly be 
employed. It operates not so much by increasing the flow of 
urine as by restoring the secreting power of the kidneys. It is 
very effectual in removing uric acid deposits, and corrects the dia- 
thesis. Frequently during its operation, considerable pain toiU be 
fdt in the region of the kidney Sj foUotoed by a flow of virvM 
highly charged with calculous sediment. It possesses also diuretic 
properties." If this last observation is reliable, it would seem to 
show that Podophyllin has some specific action upon the renal 
organs. \ 

Orsans of Generation of Men.— Sticking pain above the pabes, 
and in the course of the spermatic cords. 

CuKiOAL RicKAKKs. — ^Thc PodophvlUn has seemed to produce 
but few symptoms, nor has it been used in homoBopathio practice in 
any of the affections of these organ. In the edectio school, how- 
ever, it is used quite extensively for Syphilis^ OonorrhcsOy Olsett 
and disetMes of the prostrate. We are lefl in doubt, however, 
whether the medicine has any specific relation to those diseases, or 
was used in a spirit of blind empiricism, and the maladies got 
well in spite of the medication. 

Organs of Generation of Women. — Retarded menstruation ; sap- 
pression of the menses in young females, with bearing down in the 
nypogastric and sacral regions, ^th pain from motioui which is 
reheved by lying down ; pain in the region of the ovaries, especially 
in the right; afler-pains, with strong bearing down; leucorrhosa; 
discharge of thick, transparent mucus ; leucorrhosa, attended with 
constipation and bearing down in the genital organs; proiapstiS 
uteri; symptoms of prolapsus uteri, continuing for several weeks 
after parturition, with rumbling of flatus in the region of the 
ascending colon; symptoms of prolapsus uteri, with pain in the 
sacrum; flatulence unnrequent; muco-gelatinous stools. 

Clxnioal Remarks. — ^Besides the symptoms marked as euro* 
tive and pathogenetic, above. Dr. Williamson and Jeanes have 
cured the following : " Prolapsus uteri— many cases ; numb, aching 
pain in the region of the len ovary, with heat running down the . 
left thigh, in the third month of pregnancy ; ability to he comfort- 
ably only on the stomach in the earlier months of pregnancy ; 
swelling of the labia during pregnancy ; afber-pains, attended with 
flatulency." Other homcBopathio practitioners have found the 
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Podophyllum useful in many of the ^seases of women, especially 
when involving the uterus and ovaries. It is still an unsolved 
question in what way the medicine affects the uterus; in some 
oases it would seem to do so by its action on the bowels and 
rectum, as is the case with aloes. It is well known that any drug 
which powerfully irritates the lower bowel wiU cause congestion 
and even inflammation of the womb, by extension of effect through 
contiguous tissues; thus, aloes may cause the above, as well as 
uterine cramps, menorrhagia, prolapsus, etc. It is thought by 
some that Podoph. has a similar action, but it would seem from 
our proving, as well as numerous clinical cases reported, that the 
medicine must have some direct action on the uterus and ovaries. 
JProlapms Uteri et VagincL-^AajA 1. — ^A lad^ who had lately 
given birth to a stillborn child, of large size, with a serious loss of 
blood, and had, undoubtedly, the symptoms of a severe prolapsus 
of the womb ; Arnica was given a few days, followed by China and 
Garbo veg. ; these greatly increased the strength of the patient, 
after which I gave Mercurius 3. four powders, and Podophyllin 3. 
four powders, on alternate davs. In four or five days she was 
completely cured. — Dr. Protodij Amer. Mag. JBom^^ vol. L p. 70. 
Case 2.-A lady had been confined about four weeks previously, but 
had been suffering ever since, with violent bearing-down pains in 
the region of the womb; intolerable pun in the back; great 
degree of weakness; apthse; and several scrofulous swellings 
about the neck. On examination, I found a moderate degree of 
prolapsus, swelling and induration of the os uteris a profuse exco- 
riating leucorrhoea, and great (xrdar urincB. I gave, in this case, 
Mercurius soL, and Podophyllin, in alternation dauy, which relieved 
in ten days the prolapsus, and reduced the os uteri to its normal 
size. The apthsB yielded at the same time, to a great extent, BeUa- 
donna, relieving this symptom; Sulphur, Sepia, and Merc, iod., 
removed the leucorrhoda, and swelling of the glands, in three weeks 
time. The 3d attenuation was used. (Ibid). Case 3.-Prolapsu8 
uteri, brought on by a violent strain, seven years ago; she was 
emaciated from violent suffering, loss of apnetite, cold and debili* 
tating night sweats, violent burning in nvpochondriac region, 
extreme low spirits. Merc. viv. 8d removed the night sweats perma- 
nently; Podophyllin 3d removed the other symptoms, with the 
prolapsus, and she remains cured — ^more than one year. 

Induration of Os Uteri. — ^Dr. Gatchell mentions, inddentally, 
that Dr. Brown, of Cincinnatii cured with a trituration of Podo- 
phyllin, an induration of the os. which had resisted the efiforts of 
the distinguished Prof. Morrow, until be abandoned the case in 
despair. This remedy is used extensively by the eclectics in all 
diseases of the liver ; uterus, and in dysentery ; diarrhoea, acute and 
chronic ; glandular enlargement ; scrofulous and venereal diseases. 
iAmer. Mag. Hom,^ voL i. p. 63). According to some physicians, 
Podophyllin is useful in swelling and inflammation of the ovaries; 
its general specific action on the glandular system would lead us to 
suspect it of the power of causing disease of those organs. I once 
found it beneficial in a case of chronic ovaritis, with symptoms 
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like those in the proving. It is also nseful in many of the disor- 
ders of pregnant females, especially when caused by a congested 
condition of the pelvic viscera; the morning sickness, or excessive 
vomiting of pregnant women, will often be relieved by thia medi- 
cine. Eclectic physicians praise it highly in simple, recent 
amenorrboa, bat they use it as the allopathist uses aloeey not hom- 
CBopathically ; in congestive amenorrhooa, however, it is homeo- 
pathic to the condition, and in minute doses will act onratively. 

Larynx. — ^* Cough, accompanying remittent fever; *dry cough; 
* loose, hacking cough; * hooping cough, attended with oostive- 
ness and loss of appetite. 

Clinical Rkmarkb. — ^All the above symptoms seem to be oura* 
tive. We are left in doubt as to the power or Podophyllin in caus- 
ing laryngeal affections. Dr. Coe states that he seldom emplojrs 
any other medicine in the trecUment of croup^ when called to tnsat 
the disease in its incipient stages ; but, he applies cold water to the 
throat, and alcoholic baths, and then gives a ^^ full dose'' of Podo- 
phylin. This practice it is needless to say is needless torture, and 
the children who escape such practice are lucky indeed. It is too 
much like the dlopathic treatment of croup with ^^ ftdl doses** of 
Calomel and Castor oil. 

* Chest. — ^Pains in the chest, increased by taking a deep inspira- 
tion; snappirg in the right lung, like breaking a thread, when 
taking a deep inspiration ; inclination to breathe deeply^; sighing; 
shortness of breath ; sensation in the chest as if the heart was 
ascending to the throat ; sensation of suffocation when first lying 
down at night ; palpitation of the heart from exertion or mentid 
emotion ; * palpitation of the heart with a clucking sensation rimng 
up to the throat, which obstructs respiration ; sticking pain in the 
region of the heart; * palpitation of the heart, from physical 
exertion, in persons subject to a rumbling in the ascending colon; 
heavy sleep, and a feelmg of fatigue on waking in the morning, 
followed by drowsiness in the forenoon. 

CuNicAL Remarks. — ^The first curative symptom above was a 
case reported by Dr. Ward. It is to be regretted that a physical 
examination of the heart was not made, that we might know the 
condition of that organ. Such omission is to be deprecated in all 
dinical reports. The last heart-symptom is not marked with an 
asterisk in the original pathogenesis. Dr. Hempel, however, placed 
it in the Symptomen Oodex, probably upon good authority, in fact, 
the remark in parenthesis in the original, ('' Jeanes' numerous 
cases '') would seem to imply that he had cured that symptom in 
numerous cases, although it might imply only that it hsid been 
indicated as a pathogenetic symptom. The condition of the 
heart which gave rise to those symptoms, needs elucidation ; taking 
the collater^ symptoms into account, we should say it was a 
sympathetic derangement of that organ, from disease of the liver, 
occurring in a debilitated subject. I do not imagine that the Podo- 
phyllum is capable of curing or causing any organic disease of the 
heait. In pulmonary or pleuritic affections it does not seem to be 
often indicated. 
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Back.-^Pains in the sniaQ of the back when walking or stand- 
ing, with the sensation of the back bending inwards ; pain in the 
lumbar region, with the sensation of coldness^ worse at night and 
from motion ; pain in the loins, increased by a false step and 
walking over nneven gronnd; pain between the shoidders, with 
soreness^ worse at night and from motion; pun under right 
shoulder-blade ; stifihess of the nape, with soreness of the musdes 
of the neck and shoulders; pain in the nape, with soreness increased 
by motion ; pain between tne shoulders in the morning. 

CuNiOAL Rbkabks. — ^Upou a careful analysis of the above 
symptoms, guided by Dr. Inman's treatise on Myalgia, I pronounce 
them of a myalgic character, not rheumatic. I do not consider 
Podophyllin capable of causing or curing rheumatism, like Bryonia, 
Golchicum, etc. It causes myalgia by its debilitating influence on 
muscular fibre. The piun under right shoulder-blade may have 
been from hepatic derangement. 

Upper Extremities. — * Rheumatism in the left forearm and 
fingers ; weakness of the wrists,, with soreness to the touch. 

Clinical RKMABK8.-^My estimate of the sphere of action of 
Podophyllum would lead me to doubt if it cured a veritable 
rheumeUism of the left forearm and fingers, inasmuch as Inman 
proves that myalgia of the musdes of the arm is often mistaken 
for that disease ; ^e last symptom is purely myalffic. 

Lower llxtremlties.— Pain and weakness in the left hip^ like 
rheumatism, from cold, increased by going up stairs; pains in the 
thighs, legs, and knees, worse ftom standing ; weakness of the 
joints, especially the knees; slight paralytic weakness of the left 
side, of one years duration ; cracking in the knee joints from 
motion ; heaviness and stiffness of the knees, as after along walk ; 
stiffness on beginning to move; aching of the limbs, worse at 
night; pain in the left knee, leg, and foot ; sharp pain in the outer 
and upper portion of the left foot ; coldness of the feet ; perspirjar* 
tion of the feet in the evening. 

Glihioal RsicABKS.— Here again, as above, 1 consider all the 
above pains as myalgic, arising from muscular debility. Dr« 
Jeanes, reports the cure^ in a girl eighteeen years of age, of ^' slight 
paralytic weakness of the left side, of one years duration." 



POLYGOKUM HYDROPIPER. 

{SnwrUweed,) 

This is a very common indigenous plant, known by the above 
vulgar name, and also as Water pq)per. It is ifound in rich, moist 
ground, about bams, stables, and out-houses, and along small water 
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courses, in most parts of the XTnited States. It has but a dight 
odor, and a pungent, aorid taste. It yields its medicinal properties 
to water and alcohol. 

GXNXBAL KFJfJGCTS. 

In allopathic works it is generally classed as an Emmenagogu$^ 
bnt is said to be *^ diaphoretic, dinretic, stimnlant, antiseptic, 
rubefacient, and discutient.'' Probably no indigenous plant is in 
such general, almost universal use, in domestic practice in the 
country and cit)^ and no remedy is so popular in a great 'tarieiy 
of complaints. It may be one of the man^r popular delusions, but 
certain it is, that the remedy gives satis&ction to the patient in a 
majority of cases. In the country it is almost useless for the 
homcBopathic physician to attempt to prohibit the eastenMH use of 
the Polygonum; and, as its use is no more objectionable than Arnica 
applications, and prevents officious friends from applying some 
worse article, it may as well be permitted, and even advised, as a 
fomentation in internal inflammations, spasms, pains, etc; 

The green herb, bruised, and applied to the sur&ce, acts 
promptly as a rubeflunent. Anti-septic properties have been assigned 
to it, and from the testimony in its favor, we doubt not it may 
b^ advantageously employed as a local application for that 
purpose. '^It constitutes an important fomentation in hysteritis, 
cystitis, nephritis, peritonitis, pneumonitis, pleuritis, articular rheum- 
atism, lodd pains, sprains, bruises, indolent and painful tumors, 
etc., one of the best in use.*' — {JEkleetio Mat. Med.) 

Dr. B. L. Hill, when an eclectic, reported a *^ protracted case of 
epileptic fits entirely cured by the use of the extract, made into 
pills.'' ^^In combination with Sulphate of Iron and Gum Myrrh, 
it is said to have cured epilepsy— probably dependent on some 
uterine derangement.''^-Sin^.^ Whichcureaf **The infiisioil, or a 
fomentation of the leaves, has been beneficially applied in ohronio 
ulcers, hemorrhoidal tumors; also as a wash in chronic erysipelatous 
inflammations and as a fomentation in tympanitis and flatulent 
colic." — (lb.) It has Quite a reputation as an external application 
in poisoning by the different varieties of JRhus. 

Dr. Smdl informs me that a proving of this remedy was once 
made by himself^ aided by some of the students of the Philadelphia 
Homoeopathic College, when he was Professor in that institution. 
The records of that proving, are, however, unfortunately lost. He 
states that its general sphere of action is quite similar to that of 
PiiUatiUa. It acts upon the mucous membranes, skin, and sensory 
nerves. It has a great reputation in acute catarrhal affections, to 
which it a pp ears to be homoeopathic; also to some rheumatic 
disorders, we append to this notice of the Polygonum, Dr. 
Joslin's fragmentary provings. We shall not arrange the symp- 
toms, nor attempt any clinical observations, except as relates to the 

Sexual Organs of Women. — ^Drs. Tally, Eberle, Wood, and others, 
class it among the emtnenagogues. Dr. Eberle states that it causes 
the following symptoms : — ^'^ Warmth, and a peculiar tingling sensa- 
tion throughout the whole system; in most instanoes- aligbt 
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aching pains in the hips and loins ; a sense of weijght and tension 
within the pelvis.'' .He states that he has used it in about twenty 
cases of amenorrhoea, and says :-— *'I can affirm that with no other 
remedy or mode of treatment have I been so snccessfbl as with 
this. I have seldom found it necessary to continue its use for more 
than six or seven days, before its emmenagogue powers were mani- 
fested." He says that those to whom he recommended it, found it 
effectual. He used it in the form of a saturated tincture, in doses 
of a teaspoonful three times a day. The warm infusion ia u^ 
successfully in domestic practice — ^a wine glassfull every few hotirs. 
I havo known this simple treatment to prove effectual after all the 
usual remedies failed. 

FBAOMENTABY PBOVINGS OF POLYGONUM BYDROPIPSE, BT DE. B. V. 
JOSUN, OF NEW YOBK. 

FiBST PsoviNa. — ^A specimen was collected September 12 th, 
1854. — ^A heav^ rain a few days before had washed the leaves. The 
earth in the vicinity had not yet become dry. so that no dust had 
since fallen on the leaves. The weather and time of day were 
favorable, all dew having been removed by the sun shining in a 
clear sky. The flowering season of the plant had commenced. 
At noon, immediately mer collecting the specimen, a leaf was 
thoroughly masticated and swallowed ; the taste pungent, like tJ^at 
of black pepper. 

Symptom 1. — At 12.30 p. m., momentary pain in the right 
frontal protuberance, and instantly afterwards in the right occipital 
protuberance, after half an hour. In the afternoon of the same 
day, two dozen of the leaves were thorongly braised in a clean 
agate mortar, and not being sufficiently succulent to allow of the 
expression of juice, the mass was put into a vial with alcohol, reduced 
by water to about fifty per cent. At ten in the evening eat another 
leaf. 

2;*-September Idth. — ^Intolerable itching at the left shin, a little 
above the ankle, in the morning at dz o'clock. 

3.— Severe aching at the fore part of the left tibia, .about four 
inches below the knee, from one till two o'clock, p. m. 

i. — ^Aching in the left shoulder, when recumbent, about 11 p. 
M., soon after going to bed. 

Second Proving. — On the 7th day of May, 1856, 1 decanted a 
second time a second sample of the tincture, horn a specimen col- 
lected September 16th, 1854, and prepared in a sinular manner. 
At 1.30 p. M. agitated one drop of this tincture with half an ounce 
of water, and took it at once. 

1^ — ^At 1.40 p. M., painful pressure on the palmar-radial side g( 
the right fore-arm, an inch and a half above the wrist, at the q>ot 
where the radial artery is distinctly felt, lasting seven minutes, 
commencing ten minutes after the dose. 

2. — ^Dry cough in the ni^ht, excited by titillation in the upper- 
anterior part of the chest, with a dry sensation in the larjmz when 
coughing, after about twelve hours. May 8th. — At 1 p. m.. put one 
drop of the tincture, Polyg., in one gill of water, and afler agitating 
it several times, occupied a minute in sipping it. 
45 
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3. — Sensation of heat in the month and throat within the fini 
qnarter of an hoar, commencing at the tip of the tongue and 
extending to mnch of the mouth, then to the throat at the right 
upper part. 

4.— Cough excited by a pricking, tickling sensation, behind the 
upper part of the sternum, at 1.30 p. m, ; i. «., after forty minutes. 

5. — JVIay 9th and 10th. — Pain pressive and remittent, for two 
consecutive evenings, at the anterior-inner sur&ce of the head rf 
the left tibia. 

6. — On the 9th, in the evening, the interior of the anna WM 
studded with itching eminences, as from corrugation without oon* 
traction — a kind of hemorrhoidal tumor; they disappeared within 
two days. 

The above is an exact copy of records made at the time of the 
provings. Short as tbey are, I call them two because the latter 
was made after such an interval as precludes the possibility of 
continuance of action. 



Nora.— It would seem homoBopathlo to hemorrhol4ii 



RUMEX CRISPUS. 

[TeUouf Dock.) 



This plant is a native of Europe, though naturalized in this 
country. It follows closely the march of emigration, and e?m 
precedes it, so that it may almost be looked upon as belonging to 
the class of indigenous plants. It grows in fields, gardens, and 
waste places, and is so well known that it needs no accurate des- 
cription. The root which is the officinal portion, is large, spindle- 
shaped and yeUow ; it has but little odor, and a bitter and astria- 
gent taste. It yields its medicinal properties to boiling water 
and alcohol. This is one of four species of dock used in this 
country in medicine, but of the others we have no provinst or 
clinical experience. To the late lamented B. F. Joslin, M. V^ of 
New York, the profession owe the valuable and accurate provings 
of this medicine. He first called the attention of the profession 
to it in the first and second volumes of the PHilad. Jour., of Horn., 
afterwards in other Journals, and finally in the American Horn. 
Review, in which he published the ^^ verified symptoms ot Ramex 
Crispus." The original provings and clinical contributions, were 
made by some of the best men in our schools, namely Dm. Joslin 
Sr. and Jr., Bowers, Bayard, Kellogg, Houghton, Payne, Rhees, 
and others. We may implicitly rely upon the accuracy of thdr 
observations. I cannot omit in this plape to render niv tribute 
of respect and reverence for the genius, virtues, and iterling 
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qualities of Dr. B. P. Joslin. Ho was one of those representative 
men of our profession and school, ranking with Hartmann, Hempel, 
Neidhard and a few others whose " mighty footsteps" will 

** Seho down the Oorrldora of Time.** 

Among his many excellent qualities, the most to be admired were 
his industry^ honesty^ and contsistency. In the domain of Materia 
Medioa and Therapeutics, no man has done more in this country. 
He has given us some exact and reliable provings, and a volume 
on ^* Epidemic Cholera,'' which is one of the finest monographs ever 
published in our school. He was rigorously honest m that he 
allowed no prejudice to sway his ludgment, but examined carefully 
the testimony relating to drugs, trom any and all sources, selecting 
the reliable, no matter from what source it emanated, or how 
obtained. He also recorded his observations with that truthfulness 
and candor which commands our highest regard. Although a 
staunch champion for the '^ high potencies,'' he did not allow his 
enthusiasm to degenerate into bigotry, or his preference . into 

Erejudice. He was thoroughly consistent^ always relying upon the 
igber dilutions, even in Cholera, and his success in their cure was 
something astonishing, but probably owing to his carefulness in 
selecting his remedies. We can admire such a man, as much as 
we can despise others, who, constantly harping upon the highest 
potencies, habitually resort to the lower, and even cruder drugs* 
For myself, who allow the largest lattitudc,! can sincerely respect 
the consistency of a Joslin, even though I cannot adopt his practice 
altogether. According to Dr. Joslin's "verified symptoms,'' and 
clinical experience, the Rumex a, is closely analogous to Sulphur 
Phosphorus^ Causticum, Calc, Mercurius, and Spongia. In fact 
it has many symptoms which are to be found in the pathogenesis of 
these remedies. This may partly be accounted forbyafitct too little 
heeded by our school ; namely, that the chemical analogue of a plant 
is some clue to its pathogenetic effects. Rumex c, Contains, 
besides starch, mucilage, li<^nin, etc., iSulphuVy and various salts, 
among which are the phosplkdte of lime. Here we have three of 
our best remedies represented indirectly in the yellow-dock; namely, 
Calcarea, Phosphorus, and Sulphur. Its use in the old school, for 
diseases of the skin, and other obstinate affections, all of which are 
covered by the symptoms of the medicines above named, and its 
undoubted success, should have led us, without any proving, to 
decide nearly the sphere, of action of this plant. The following 
provings, however, show its real properties, and proves the reliable- 
ness of the above assertion. The provings were made with the 
mother tincture^ lower and higher dilutions; the thirtieth caus- 
ing the same or similar symptoms, that were aroused by the crude 
tincture. 

Gbneral Efpbktts. — ^Allopathists have decreed the Rumex c, 
to be alterative, tonic, astringent and discutient. In the first 
volume of the Philad. Jour, of Homoeopathy, Dr. Joslin comments 
on the Allopathic use and statements concerning this medicine. 
As it would be improper to copy his remarks entire I would refer 
the reader to that article (page 289). He remarks: — ^'Its only 
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definite and well-ascertained property was its power of curing itch, 
when administered internally and applied externally. This was as 
well known to the laity as to the profession.* He ^oes on to say 
that the Allopathist componnds the medical properties of the du- 
ferent varieties of Rnmex, and would have us consider their effects 
nearly the same. Ignoring as they do the necessity of proving 
each drug, in order to ascertain its true action, they ^ope in the 
dark. They reverse the true order of investigation. **Bat 
these " he remarks *' are not specially the faults of the professor 
(Wood); they are almost inseparable from the school.'' Dr. 
Wood remarks : *^ We have fuaced together the three offidnal 
species of dock (i. e. B., aguaticus, R. brittanica and R. obtusifolius),*' 
because their virtues are so nearly alike that a separate oonsidera- 
tion would lead to unnecessary repetition. All the o^Aer species mar 
be used indiscriminately with those which are considered officinal. 
The medical properties of dock root are those of an astringent 
and mild tonic. It is also supposed to possess an alterative property 
which renders it useful in scorbutic disorders, and cutaneous 
eruptions, particularly the itch. It is said to have been useful in 
scrofula and syphilis. The roots of some species unite a laxative, 
with the tonicand astringentproperty, resembling rhubarb, some- 
what, in their operation.** (Wood.) " Dr. Payne, in his judicious 
compend of the Allopathic Materia Medica, comes to the oondu- 
sion, that Rumex is fcdmilar but inferior to Rhubarb. Our school, 
after a comparison of the provings, would consider the difference 
to be more qualitative than quantitative.** {Iodine). 

The eclectic school estimate the docks more highly than their 
Allopathic brethren. Jones and Scudder in their Materia Medica 
say : — ** The dock appears to exert its silent alteratve action upon 
the constitution in many chronic cutaneous eruptions, as scabies, 
the different forms of herpes, etc.; syphilis, when it has assumed a 
constitutional form, attended with an ulceration of the fauces, 
eruption or ulceration upon the surface, also in merourio-sypbilitic 
disorders, mercurial cachexy, cancerous tumors or ulcers, scrofula — 
whether manifested by a general depravation of the system, 
enlarged glands, or foul and indolent ulcers— or in any other form 
of ulcer, espedially if dependent upon any constitutional taint. In 
caries, necrosis or other morbid conditions of the osseous system, in 
scurvy or scorbutic affections^ and in numerous other abnormal 
states, its resolvent, depurative and detergent qualities, render it an 
excellent auxiliary and corroborant, all the agents desired under 
this class (alteratives) are either associated or alternated with 
other remedies and not relied upon <m individtud curative agents.** 

This last sentence contains the elements of all the errors of 
Allopathic therapeutics. They mix a number of drugs toii^ther, 
and then affirm certain curative properties of one of these, because 
the compound seemed to cure. It is in this manner that the esti- 
mate of Rumex quoted above is made up. It is generally given in 
combination with Stillingia, Iodide of Potash, or some other drug. 
Nearly all the curative effects above named may be due to the latter 
medicines. It is also recommended for ^* dyspepsia, debQitated 
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states of the intestinal canal, diarrhoda, and dysentery.'* Dr. J. 
Williams, says : — ** Boiled in milk, and taken in haBmatemesis, it is 
an infallible remedy.'' It is said to be useful as a wash or gargle 
in spongy states of the gums, ulceration of the mouth, throat, eta 
How much of value there may be in the above statements, wHl be 
shown by the proving. 

General Symptoms. — General languor; general pulsation or 
throbbing through the body; sensitiveness to the open air in cold 
weati|6|[^ or to the cold. 

Chabactebistics. — Locality and charcuster, — ^The left chest 
has more verified symptoms than any other region; they are 
generally sharp pabs. The other regions which afford a consid- 
erable, and nearly equal number of symptoms, as compared 
with each other, are the head, stomach, abdomen, and inferior 
extremities. The symptoms of the head are, generally, dull pains 
in the frontal region. The symptoms generally appear to be either 
in a mucous membrane, or in a muscular locality, and to be about 
equally numerous in both. I leave it for others to decide whether 
the latter are neuralgic. They present about the same number as 
the former. {Joslin.) Con^^'on^.— Headache, worse on fnovem^n^ ; 
sensation of weight of a hard substance in ^e stomach, or pit of 
the stomach after a meal; liquid diarrhoea, evacuations in the 
morning ; pain in the chest when in bed at night ; unquiet sleep, 
with dreams of danger or trouble, earlg in the morning ; itching 
of the skin, worse on uncovering, and exposing it to the air, 
especially on going to bed in the evening, or at night. {Joslin.) 

The above carrful remarks by the astute observer. Dr. Joslin, 
are very valuable, and quite practical. 

Skin. — ^Itching in various parts of the body, either in this order : 
left portion of the back, left ear, left shoulder, and left loin, or else 
principally on the lower extremities. On various parts a stinging. 
Itching, or pricking itching ; itching on the shoulder in the evening, 
with itching in the lumbar or dorsal region ; itching on the body, 
principally on the lower extremities; itching of the skin when 
uncovered and exposed to the air ; eruption on the limbs, first per- 
ceived in the evening; itching of the vesicles on undressing in the 
evening to go to beii ; an itchmg rash, in which numerous small red 
pimples are developed ; the eruption itching in the evening, and 
worse on exposure to the air. 

Clinical Remarks. — For the allopathic use of Rumex, in skin 
diseases, see " General Effects." No clinical records of cures of 
skin diseases, treated with Rumex, have yet appeared in our school, 
but Dr. H. M. Payne, while experimentinff with Rumex, got the 
following notable symptoms from the crude tincture : " While un- 
dressing and for some time after, considerable itching ofth4 surface 
of the lower extremities.'*^ This occurred several nights, when he 
says : — ^" There is no appearance of an eruption until after irritating 
the skin by scratching, and then rather a diffused redness, which 
soon disappears. Frequent scratching of the surface has produced 
a number of little sores, (which, however, readily heal,) on the calves 
of the legs, and about the knees, especially the posterior surfaces ; 
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the rash is not usually troublesome until after the surface is exposed 
to the air while undressing at night, or on getting up in the morn- 
ing ; the warmth of the bed soon relieves the itching." (The 
contrary occurs in most cases of skin diseases, the itch especially; 
also in the provings of Mercurius, the opposite obtains.) Many 
persons are troubled with a peculiar irritability of the skin, like 
the condition above described. Exposure to air, working in water, 
scratching, wearing flannel or new cloth, will get up considerable 
iiTitation, and even cause erythematous and other eruptiy|. In 
such cases the Bnmex will probably form an admirable remeay. I 
would also suggest its persevering use in those eruptions which 
seem constitutional, and which, when suppressed, or not appearing 
upon the surface, are replaced by cough, hoarseness, and other lung 
symptoms. May not the peculiar irritation which Rumex causes 
in the bronchial mucous membrane be analogous to the condition 
of the skin noted above ? The remarks of Dr. C. Dunham are 
pertinent to this suggestion. They will be found under the head 
of'cA^a^" 

Sleep. —Great propensity to sleep in the evening before the 
proper time ; unquiet sleep at night ; restless and uncomfortable in 
the bed at night; unquiet sleep, with dreams of danger and trouble 
early in the morning ; dream of theft or burglary ; an unpleasant 
dream m the morning between five and six o'clock, just before 
waking ; unquiet dreamy sleep, followed by headache, and bitter 
taste on waking in the morning. 

Fever, — Heat and other symptoms of fever in the morning, 
preceded by restlessness at night; increased frequency of pulse ; 
sensation of heat, followed by that of cold without shivering. 

Head. — Sensation of fulness in the head; headache after 
awaking in the morning, preceded by a disagreeable dream ; head- 
ache worse by motion ; dull pain in the head, between the time 
of waking and breakfast, preceded by a disagreeable dream in 
the morning ; dull pain in the head in the forenoon, com- 
mencing at 10 o'clock; dttUpain in the forehead; frontal headache 
on awaMng in the morning ; pain over the right eyebrow ; pain on 
the right side of the forehead in the region of causality ; pain in 
the left temple ; darting pain, or sharp, piercing pain in the left 
side of the head, for halt an hour or less ; dull aching pain in the 
occiput. 

Eyes. — Sore feeling in the eyes, without any external signs of 
inflammation. 

Ears. — Kinging in the ears ; itching in the ears ; sensation as if 
the ears were obstructed ; constant roaring in the ears, not relieved 
by pressing the fingers into the ears. 

Kose. — Obstruction of the nose ; fluent coryza, attended with 
painful irritation in nostril and sneezing; epistaxis; mucus dis- 
charge from posterior nares ; violent and rapid sneezing ; sensation 
of great dryness in the nose, day and night ; feeling of dryness in 
the posterior nares. 

Face. — Sensation of heat in the cheeks, within the first hoar; 
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heat and redness of the face in the evening ; heat and redness in 
the face with dnll headache in the evening. 

Teeth. — ^Toothache with aching in the head ; grumbling, stinging 
toothache in right superior molars, while ridbg in cold wind, 
attended with dull aching in forehead. 

Month. — Sensation as from a bum or scald on the tongue; 
sensation pf excoriation, or slight stinging, at edge of tongue ; 
flow of saUya within first hour ; dryness of the mouth and tongue 
at night. 

Throat*— Sensation of excoriation in the throat ; sore feeling in 
the throat on swallowing in the forenoon; sensation as of a lump 
in the throat, not relieved by hawking and swallowing ; raw feeling 
in throat, with secretion of phlegm; mucous secreted in upper part 
of throat ; aching sensation in the throat, as if a lump were sticking 
&st in the oesophagus , aching in the pharynx, with collection of 
tough mucus in the fauces. 

Gastric Symptoins. — ^Awoke with bitter taste in the mouth in 
morning ; flatulency after meals ; heaviness, or a sensation of hard 
substance in the stomach or epigastrium soon after a meal ; after a 
meal has a sensation of weight in the stomach, like that produced 
by the presence of undigested food in it (the first symptoms in 
two provers, with the tincture'"). Tasteless eructations; sensation 
of fullness or distension in the stomach or scrobiculous cordis, with 
eructations on going to bed or in evening ; nausea in the morning 
and forenoon, also in the evening ; nausea with eructations ; nausea 
either with a sensation of fullness in the abdomen, as if diarrhoea 
were forming, or else with moving in the intestines as froni a 
cathartic ; Bhxjurp pain in the pit of the stomachy either worse on 
movement, or occurring while riding out in the open air ; stitching, 
then cutting pain in stomach. 

GuinoAL Rbmabks.— It has been used with alleged success in 
dyspepsia. Many of the above symptoms would seem to indicate 
its applicability in some forms of gastric derangement. Dr. Joslin 
reports the following cases in the " Review r — "A young lady 
compl£dned of shooUngs from the pit of the stomach into the 
chest in various directions ; sharp pains in left chest ; dull aching 
in the forehead and slight nausea; ordered her to take Rumex 
thirtieth, morning and evening. She called the next day ; all her 
symptoms had been removed by a single dose, and her appetite, 
wliich had been defective, improved ; having eaten an unusually 
full dinner, there is a partial return of the shootings ; gave Rumex 
thirtieth, evening and morning ; there t^ as no further complaint." '*A 
lady about fifty years of age, who had suffered about three weeks 
with pain in the pit of the stomach, aching in the left chest, 
flatulence, eructations, pressure and distention in the stomach after 
meals ; was permanently cured of these dyspeptic symptoms in 
two or three hours by one dose of Rumex, two hundredth." — " A 

* *'Dr. Payne, who experienced thie •ymp^Mii leveral times, adds, that this sensation of 
wefffht|*n the stomach, was accompanied with a pressing sensation as far upward as thn throat 
vii; it descends towards the s omaoh upon every empty deglutition, but immediately relurued. 
hav« eUBioal ooadmuUioii of this, as well as the symptoms of the t«xt."->(/MM/».; 
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young lady has a sensation of fulness and pressure in the pit of the 
stomach, extending up towards and to the throat, and afterwards 
carried down again towards the stomach when she swallows, and 
then rising again to the throat. This curious alternation has been 
observed in the proving of Rumez. She was cured by Rumex two 
hundredth." ^^ A gentleman, not accustomed to the use of tea, took 
a cup of it, very weak, of the black kind ; then followed aching in 
the pit of the stomach and aching and shooting above it in the 
chest, at, and especially on each side of the lower end of the 
sternum. These symptoms were removed in a few minutes by 
one dose of the Rumex, thirtisth^'* 

Hypochondriam. — ^Pain in the hopochondrium in the afternoon, 
after dinner; worse on movement, or occurring while walkiog; 
hypochondrium pained by coughing, rapid walking, or deep inspirar 
tion. 

Abdomen. — ^DuU pain in the abdomen in day time, continuing 
two hours ; {)ain in the abdomen in the ni^ht ; pain in the abomen 
in the morning; pain in the abdomen m the morning in bed; 
protuberance or hardness, or else sensation of fulness in the 
abdomen ; rumbling in the bowels, or much flatus moving obout in 
them; pain in the abdomen, occurring or increasing during deep 
inspiration; moving in the intestines; flatulent colic near the 
umbilicus soon after a meal, mitigated by discharge of flatus; 
emissions of flatus in the morning ; pain in the umbilical region, 
with eructation, soon followed by pain over eyebrow ; piun in 
the abdomen, in the morning, followed by an evacuation of the 
bowels; griping pain in the bowels below the umbilicus, which is 
partially relieved by the discharge of very offensive flatus, after 
breakfast; sensation in the bowels as if diarrhoea would ensue. 
(See clinical remarks under '* stooV^) 

Stool and Anus. — ^Dark-<x>lored fasces; stool brown, or else 
black ; constipation, or else scanty faeces ; sensation in the bowels 
as if a diarrhoBaic evacuation would ensue, the sensation passing off 
without subsequent evacuation ; liquid diarhoeaio stool in the morn- 
ing ; diarrhceaic stool in the morning, preceded by eructations ; 
diarrhceaic stool in the morning preceded by pain in the abdomen ; 
sensation as if from pressure of a stick in the rectum ; itching in the 
anus ; discharge of offensive flatus. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — ^It is considered by allopathists, as similar 
in its action to Rhubarb, and has been used by that school in 
diarrhoea and dysentery. It is homoBopathio to some forms oi 
intestinal disorder. Dr. A. E. Small informs me that at one time 
he found it very useful in the bowel complaints of children. Dr. C. 
Dunham, writes (Am. Horn. Review, vol. ii, p. 633) ; " I have noticed 
in one case the cessation of a brown, watery diarrhoea after the 
administration of Rumex. A boy of five years, had brown, watery 
diarrhoea, chiefly in the morning, having five stools from 5 to 9 ▲« 
M., attended with moderate griping paiu in the lower part of the 
abdomen ; this continued several days, notwithstanding two pre- 
scriptions which I made for it. Observing that the boy had a 
cough, which presented the characteristic features of the nunex 
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cougb, I gave that remedy, aad both diarrhcei and ooagh were 
flpeedily oared." A writer, (*' I")^ in the Horn. Review, reports two 
cases. ''A lady about the tarn of life, bad diarrhoe% in the morning^ 
four evacuations, between 6 and 10 a. h. ; faeoea very thin ; evaou- 
tions painless; nausea on movement in the night, preceding the 
evacuations ; moUth dry, tongue slightly coated yellow ; the day 
previous had dull pain on the right side of the sternum ; sharp 
pain on the lefb. Gave Rumex dOth., in solution, once in three hours. 
The next day all the symptoms were removed.'' — '-^Diarrhcea in 
the morning with 6oughr-2k lady about fifty years of age, has had 
diarrhoea every morning for four days ; the evacuations, profuse, 
offensive, and thin, and have even become watery ; she is also 
finSertng from a cough, excited by a sensation of tickling in the 
throat-pit. It is usuuly dry, but when expectoration takes place, 
this is tasteless ; the cough shocks the stomach, and is attended 
with a sensation of excoriation in the chest ; it keeps her awake at 
night. Rumex 30th., every four hours, on 30th of March, in the eve- 
ning the cough was immediately and decidedly improved, so that she 
slept all night. Next morning she awoke with the most severe head- 
ache she had ever suffered ; it was a continuous aching in the temples, 
forehead and eyebrows, and lasted all the morning; the cough and 
diarrhoea were removed without any other medicines. All the above 
symptoms, except the foetor of tJLe fasces, have been observed as 
pathogenetic of Rumex." 

Vrinary OrpmSy etc. — ^Urine extremely pale, or colorless ; very 
Bndden and argent desire to urinate ; copious discharge of colorless 
nrine in afternoon ; complete loss of sexual desire for several days. 

larynx.^— Pain in the larynx ; in the second prover in a few 
minates, and the irst rumex symptom in six years; tenacious 
mucas in the throat ot larynx, detached and removed by an 
expiratory effort, or attended with a constant desire to hawk and 
raise it; m the first prover it was the first symptom in the second 
proving, five yeirs after the first ; itiuch mucus in the bronchi, or in 
the larynx; e[xpeotoration made by coughing and hawking, or 
attempted by hawking, worse at night; scraping and tenacious 
mucas. in the throat, or else much tough mucus in the larynx, 
with a constant desire to hawk and raise it, but without relief; 
cough excited by tickling or irritation behind the sternum; cough 
excited by 'irritation in the chest; cough, attended with pain in the 
head. Sadden change of voice at the same hour on consecu- 
tive days; the first and second of the proving, it becomes sud- 
,denly hoarse at eleven at.mght, or else rose several notes in 
. pitch »at two in the afternoon. 

OLtsaoAJj RB1ICA.BKS. — ^Thc Rumcx c. secms to have a specific 
affinity for the laryngeal and bronchial mucous membrane; the 
recorded clinical experience with this remedy is quite extensive. 
Dr. G. Dunham makes some valuable observations concerning its 
therapeutical properties. I copy a portion of his article (see Amer. 
Horn. Review, vol. ii., p.:530| : *^ I have used the Rumex chiefly in 
aoote catarrhal affections ot the larynx, trachea, and bronchi. In 
tbesa oases it seems to me to present a close analogy in its action to 
46 
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BeUadoima, Lachesis, Fhoephoms and Caustictiin. Whiioat 
iDg to present an ezhaostive analysis of the action of Ramez on tha 
respiratory organs, I proceed to state the indications for its use to 
which my studies of it, thus far have led me. Ramex diminishes 
the secretions, and at the same time exalts in a very marked man- 
ner, the sensibility of the mncons membrane of the larynx and 
trachea, exceeding in the extent of this exaltation, any remedy 
known to ns. The congh, therefore, is freqnent and continaoas, to 
an extent <]|nite out of proportion to the degree of organic affection 
of the mncons membrane. It is dry, occnrs in long paroxymia, or, 
under certain circumstance is almost uninterrupted. It la indneed 
or greatly aggravated by any irregularity of respiration, aodi as an 
inspiration a little deeper or more rapid than usual ; by an inqnmr 
tion of air a little colder than that previously inhaled ; by imgn- 
larity of respiration, and motion of the larynx and trachea, such as 
are involved in the act of speech ; and by external pressure ^poia the 
trachea, in the region of the supra-sternal fossa.'' The subjective 
svmptoms, are, rawness and soreness in the trachea, extending a 
short distance below the supra-sternal fossa, and laterally into the 
bronchi, chiefly the left ; and tickling in the supra-sternal fossa, and 
behind the sternum, provoking the cough ; this tickling is very 
annoying and very persistent, and is often but momentarily, and 
sometimes only partially, relieved by coughing. The cough oocun 
chiefly, or is much worse, in the evening after retiring, and at the 
time the membrane of the trachea is particularly senstive to cold 
air, and to any irregularity in the flow of air over its surface; so that 
the patient often covers the head with the bed clothes to avoid the 
cold air of the apartment, and reftises to speak, or even listen to 
conversation, lest his attention should be withdrawn from the 
supervision of his respiratory acts, which he performs with the 
most careful uniformity and deliberation, and all in the hope of 
preventing the distressing tickling and the harrassing cough widdi 
would ensue from a neglect of these precautions. I l^ve freiqnently 
witnessed this state of things during the last three years, and have 
invariably given prompt relief with Rumex« In the group of rem- 
edies in which I have plaoed Rumex (along with Bell., Laoh., 
PhoB., Caust.), it stands pre-eminent in respect to the extreme 
sensibility of the tracheal mucous membrane. All of these remedies 

Eroduce symptoms identical in kind : the characteristic of each is to 
e found in the relative degree in which each symptom is pro- 
nounced in the different remedies, quite as much as in the possession 
by any one of them of symptoms not produced by the others* ^os, 
Bellaaonna, Lacheris, and Rumex produce esush, a dnr -oougfa, 
induced by ti^kliAg in the larynx or trachea, and provoked by deq> 
inspiration, by speaking, and by external pressure on the larynx or 
trachea* Tlie cough of each is spasmodic and long continued, 
and is worse at night after setiring; but, apart from the 
fiui that Belladonna and Lachesis act more upon the lower 
part of the trachea, we observe that, in the case of LadieflU^ 
the slightest external pressure on the larynx or traohss 
prodnoes violent and kmg-eontinued, spasmodie congb; As 
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patient cannot endure the le^at eoDStrietioo ia that region, not even 
the ordinary contact of his clothing. There is, moreover, a sense of 
fulnesa in the trachea and a very painful aching in the whole extent 
of the OS hyodes^ In the case of Belladonna n^ot only is cough, pro- 
duced to a moderate eictent by pressing upon the larynx, but sore- 
ness and pain are experienced with a s^nse of internal fulness and 
soreness whidi at once suggests the presence of Acute Laryngitis 
sab-mucosa. In Rumex, on the other hand, there is no sensibility, 
strictly speaking, of the trachea^ but simply such ^n instability of 
tbo mucous membrane that cough is pi^pduced by the change of posi- 
tion induced in that membrane by external pressure on the tradiea. 
As regards the extent and intensity of this symptom, Rumex holds 
a lower rank than the other remedies named.. 3ut the irritability 
of mnoous membrane by virtue of which cough is induced by hurriea 
or deep inspiration, or by speakingi wbUe it is common to Bell., . 
Lach., Rumex, and Phosphorus is : produced in, the most exalted 
degree, as we have already seen, by Rumex, which, as regards thig 
symptom, takes first rank. . A sensation of rawness or roughness in 
the larynx, trachea and bronchia is produced by each of the four 
remedies .aboye named, but tbe hdalUy and the degree in which it: 
ia produced, vary in such a manner as to serve in sopoie mea-. 
aare as a characteristic of each. It is most marked in Phos- 
phorus and Belladonna, less prominent in. Rumex, and least of all 
la Lachesis. In Belladonna and Lachesis .it is most marked in the 
larynx; indeed it is almost confined to that region. Rumex pro- 
duoes it in the trachea and upper part of the bronchia, while 
Phosphorus induces it in the wnole mucous tract, from the larynx 
to the smaller bronchia, and bronclu ; and, moreover, in the 
PboaphoruA proving this ^ rawness ' of the . air passages is 
aoQompanied by a no less characteristic sense of weight and 
oonstnotion across the upper part of the thorax, which indi- 
catea an affection of the finer air tubes, and of the air yesioles, of 
Buohr-a character, as seriously to impede the function of respira- 
tion« In considering this. last symptom we must mention Oausti- 
^am also, which produces .• * rawness,.' extending the whole 
length ot the sternum. . All. five remedies, agam, produce hoarse* 
nessj Phosphorus, Causticum, and Belladonna most eminently, 
Rumex less decidedly, and Lachesis . in a still less degree.Tr-As 
regards complications, Belladonna and Lachesis apply especially' 
to Uiose which involve the fauces. and pharynx, and are acute-r: 
the one of a sthenic, the other of an asthenic character : — Phoa* 
pborim,. these. of the pulmonary tissues of a definite mflammaf 
toiy character ; and, Kumex, to certain affections of the lun^ 
ana their envelopes of which their nature is not clearly defined m 
the proving. They are indicated by pairs, generally sub-acute, in 
the upper part of the lung, near the clavicle and. axilla, and more 
frequent in the lefl than in the right lung. The following case &om 
my clinical record will illustrate the character of the Rumex 
ooug^. M., aged twenty-two of feeble constitution, strumous, subject 
for several years, to sub-acute rheumatism, has had a severe cold 
for aavenl days, aad is now confined to the bed. The pulse ia 



164 NEW HOMGEOPATHIC PR0VIN6S. 

2 nick, not hard, one bnndred and ten, skin moderatelj hot and drj; 
ce somewhat flushed ; respiration embarrased, not so mnch by 
any constriction of the chest as by the violent and long-con- 
tinned cough, which follows any attempt to make a full inspi- 
ration. A physical examination of the chest reveals no abnormal 
condition. The patient complaina of roughness and soreness in the 
lower part of the trachea, and behind the upper third of the 
sternum, much more perceptible when she 'coughs. The cough 
is dry, sJightlr hoarse, tctj violent and fatiguing to the patient. 
It is provoked by a tickling in the supra-sternal fossa-^is 
induced by pressure on the trachea in that region, and eefedaOj 
by talking, and by deep inspiration or by the inspiration of cool 
air. This irritability of the trachea increases very markably 
after 7 p. h., so that the patient suffers exceedingly frona the 
constant tickling and violent cou^h. Can prevent them only by 
rerpiriDg with very great caution and aeliberatioii, by avoid 
ing all distractions of specdi and conversation, and finally, she 
draws the bed clothes over the head in order to avoid inhaling 
the cool air of the chamber. This patient states that she has frck 
quenthy had such coughs as this, and they have j»roved very 
obstinate, although under skilful homeeopathio treatment. I gave 
Rum ex 12th in solution, a teaepoonlul every two hours. After 
the second dose there was complete relief. The next evening 
a very slight diiFpositirn to cough. No farther symptoms. I sup- 
plied the patient withRumex 30th, and advised her to use it at onoe 
on the occurrence of such a cough, and I am informed that 
she . always succeeded in subduing the cough within twelve 
hours. The following cases in the practice of Dr. P. P. Wells, 
of Brooklyn, were communicated in a letter to Dr. Joslin, soma 
years since. We regret that these are the only cases of Dr. 
W.'s that we can at present report, but hope at sosse future 
time we shall be able to publish more, as the doctor's exper- 
ience with this remedy has been very satis&ctory. Mrs. ■ ■ - ■ ^ 
had been subject to eight miscarriages, all in the early stage 
of pregnancy, which in eadi case was early attended with dry,- 
shasing, spasmodic cough, in paroxysms of great violence^ 
which was regarded by herself and friends as instrumental in 
producing the abortions. At the beginning of the ninth preg- 
nancy she came to Brooklyn to be under homoeopathic treats 
ment. She had her cough, which was very dry, ■ harsh, loud^ 
shaking, worse at night, preventing sleep, excited instantly by 
pressure on the trachea. The cough was relieved promptly 
by Rumex crispus, dOth. The following marked and rather 
important group of symptoms were relieved promptly, in the 
treatment of the case of our friend D., by Rumex 200tli., Ldin 
man's preparation. Thinking a knowledge of the fact migbt 
interest you, to whom we are indebted for our knowledge of 
this interesting drug, I send it. The cough begins with tickling 
behind the top of the sternum, and sometimes in paroxyms of 
five to ten minutes duration. Trachea sore to outward pressure; 
feels excoriated through its whole extent, as do also the whole 
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fauces ; cough excited by pressure on throat pit ; cough is Tiolent, 
with scanty, difficult expcctoratiou ; shocks the head and. chesty 
as if the head would fly in pieces^ end he feels as if he 
might raise blood at any minute. He is greatly exhausted after 
the paroxysms of couffhing; head aches during the cough. 
Tou have the group ^ove in the order as written down lor 
me by his brother, and upon which I prescribed the medi- 
cine, which was followed by the happaest results. Dr, J. M» 
Bhees, reports seTeral cases of Apkonia : one of three months 
standing ; with sc^re throat during deglutition ; posterior sarfaoe 
of pharynx irritated and in places excoriated, edges of soft 
palate and uvula red and somewhat swollen, and covered with 
an eruption of minute red .pimples ; slight hacking cough 
produced : by. a tickling in larynx and upper part of tra- 
chea. Under Carbo veg^ Caust^i and Mere, she grew worse; 
her cough became almost constant; tickling at the root of the 
tongue; Hyos. and Rhus, were given, but gave no relief. liumex 
6th was then given, and she commenced to improve the day after. 
On the third day het cough was much better, and the {larynx 
looked almost natural. The eruption on. the palate had almost 
diaappeared, but there was still some redness on the edges, Rnmex 
6th as before, cured.. Dr. B. F. Joslin^ in the first Vol of 
Fhilad. Jou. of Hom., reported eleven cases of cough, cured! with 
the dOth dilation of. Rnmex c. I give a brief abstract of the 
oases :— Coirtf 1. Dry cough ; tickling in the throat pit; excoriation 
in larynx and behind the. upper portion of the sternum ; cough 
worse on working; pain in chest. Hnmex SOth eared the case; 
three doses only were given. The cough had Jasted several weeks 
before the Rumex was prescribed.. C€tse2. Fluent coryz% with, 
cough exeited by tickling in the throat pit ; sensation of excoriation 
bei^iuid the upper part of the stemimi while coughing; Rnmex 
80th, < morning and evening. . Cured promptly. Ckue 8. A 
lady of- highly, nervous temperament, had confusion of the head; 
hoarseness in the evening ; cough ; excoriation behind the whole of 
the sternum on coughing, and inspii-ation, and. coldness of the 
fingers; Rumex 30th, three times a day. Cured in a few days. 
Cast 4. Severe, dry cough, excited by mi irritated pressure in the 
throat pit; excoriation in the larynx, and chest; Rumex 30th mom« 
ing and evening. Cured in a few days. Case 6. Cough exeited by 
pressing on the throat, and attended with excoriation in the larynx 
and chest, and hoarseness. He took one dose of Rumex. thirty 
drop8> in the morning; in afternoon of same day Was much better ; 
no cough next day, nor did it return. Case 6. Violent cough in 
evening, worse about 11 o'clock at night; aggravated by lying 
down ; excited by a tickling behind the sternum; land attended by 
a Fprain-like aching near the sternum, and with acoumulauon of 
mucus in the fauces, near the posterior orifice of the nares. One 
dose, of Rumex 30th, renu)ved the paroxysm in a. few. minutes, 
and it did not return. Case 7. A young lady complained of 
shootings from the pit of the stomach into the chest, in various 
directions.; sharp pains in the left chest; dull aching in the fore- 
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bead/ and slight nansea; Rnmex dOth, imorning and evenisgi 
Cored in two days. My own experience, with Ramex, has been/ 
mainly with the third dilution I have cured many cases wher«. 
Phos. Merc^ and Caost, semed indicated, but failed. The remedy* 
has not been used as much by the profession, ai its merits seeiki 
to demand. ■■ ^ * : 

Chest.-^Pain in the chest, right and left ; either aching pain in 
thib anterior portion of both lungs, which harrassedhim day and 
night for five days, or else raw pain just under each clavicle whild 
hawking mucus out of the throat; pain in chest when ia bed aft 
night ; pain in outer-superior part of chest near the axillas; neap 
the left axilia, pain undefined -^-^near the right, sharp; both after tlui 
same dilution ; first symptom in two provers ; in one, in ten min«^ 
utes, the first symptom ever produced in any proving of Bumex^ 
in the other, two minutes, his first symptom— <«harp pain in right 
chest ; a burning pain in the left <^e6t ^ dull pain in the left ohest 9 
G^arp pain in left chest; shootings in the left chest; sticking pain: 
in the left thoracic rc^gion ; stitches in the left chest ; sharp, cuttinff 
pain at or under the left breast ; pain in the chest a little below anv 
to the right of the left nipple; bpming, sticking, or burning, stingp^ 
ing pain in the left chest ; buming'^-smarting, or bilming--stinging 
pain in the left chest; a very, acute stitch, or burning — stinging 
pain in the left chest ; shootings, or else dull pain in the left 
side near the back, a little above the seventh nb; pain in the 
left chest when < recumbent ; a sticking or stitch in the Deft ehest 
while riding in the open air ; painful sensation in the anteriiU! 
part of the left odiest, immediately after waking, about two o'olodc 
at night, and between five and six hours after taking a low dilution.; 
an acute stitch in the stomal re^on, or a severe stinging, 
which obstructs the respiration; itching at or near thestemnm; 
dull pain in the region of the heart ; burning pain in the region ci, 
dr near the heart ; palpitation of the heart, or else a sens«tioa in 
the left chest, as if the heart suddenly ceased beating, foUowed by 
a heavy throbbing through the chest. : . 

CuNiCAL Kbmabks.— Some of the provers, especiallyiDn Bhees» 
experienced some peculiar^ and severe cardiac symptoms, which we 
could hardly, at first thought, expect from this remedy. Yet we have 
no right to judge, before we prove a remedy thoroughly, of the 
probable efiect of a drug. It does seem^ • however, if Rumex thus 
affects the heart, that of the thousands wha have taken the Dock ia 
large doses, some of them would have had dangerousheart-disease; 
but we hear of- no such instances. Dr. M. J/Rhees, one of the 
original provers of this remedy, famished^ the following interesting 
case: *' Joseph H., aged thirteen years, subject to violent attacks 
of Infi|tmmatory Rheumatism. In the spring of 1858 I attended 
him in a severe attack, in which the disease concentrated itself on 
the heart with so much violence that I almost despaired of his 
recovery. Pulsatilla cured the disease at that time. In December, 
1858, he was again attacked, but the heaft was the principal seat of 
the disease from the first. On the 24th of December, his symp* 
toms were: violent palpitation of the heart, with throbbing of the 
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.cAnHid, and throughout tbe lt>od7, visibLe to the eje and thaUag 
the bed ; pulse 120 ; violeut aching pain in the region of the heart; . 
great dyspncea, e^p^ially while lying, .«o tbat it was necessary to 
prop him up in a sitting- posture, in oed; f^e red and somewhat 

}>nffed up^ especially aJbout the. eyes, which were red, heavy, and 
nstreless ; tongue coated with white fur, with red tip and edges; 
excessiye tthirst ; no appetite ; bowels costive, I commenced the 
treatment by giving jAoon. 8rd., aud Puis. 3rd., alternately. Some 
relirf follow^ the : administration of these remedies, but the im- 
provement waft slow. Frbm December 28th to January 9th, 1859^ 
various other remedies were uted^ as they seemed to l>e indicated, 
but without dedded improvement, oa the whole. On the latter 
date the patient c6mplalajed of a stinging pain la the re^on of the 
heart, which was increased by lying down and by breathmg deeply. 
In my arranged proving of Humex orispus the follotving symptoms 
maybe found:— ^^*2$a: 41, burning, stmging pain in the whole of 
the left side of the chest ; suddenly, when taking a deep inspiratioB 
while in the act of lying down in bed at night." — "No, 49, burning 
atinging pain in the left chest near the heart ; came on soon after 
lying down in the bed at night. These symptoms were fresh in 
my memory, and I accordingly gave Rumez crispus 6th, in 
water, two tea^poonfuls every three hours. January lOth, consid- 
erably relieved of the pain in the chest, and otherwise improved ; 
continued Rumex. January lllh, the pain in the chest is almost 
removed. Rumex was continued several days after this, with the 
effect of entirely relieving the pain in the chest ; but the improve- 
ment inptt^er.riBgpectjs cea^iuff, Rumex was discontinued, and other 
remedfesisabititttbd.' Bell. 39th, and Phois 9bth ; eventually cured 
the case, and there has been no return of the disease." This case is 
in many respects a marked one. But it will require further 
islikiidal) ^xp^rience ■ to prove iatiafaotorily, that Rumex will care 
serious heart-affidctions. '. i. 

^flnl leglen.'-^eTe or burning pain at or ikear the sacro-iliac 
iymphysis; cbillteesS' in tbciback; sensation of heat in the back; 
pressive oT' aching pain in: back at the inferior angle of scapula; 
aching pain in the baok^ on the left aide of the dorsal spine, either 
extendbg from the spine half way to the sides or else situated 
under and b^v^ the apex of the 1^ soapuia; stinging pain in the 
left dorsal regio]^ near thB inferior angle* of the scapula; pain in 
the back in theevetiiug; itching in the evenbg. 

talerlor Ixtreifltles.f^Pain in shoulder; either pain in the 
left !«hottideiv and fsooh itsalotig the upper arm to the elbon^, 
including • tbe joiilt, aii<l leaving the arm with a sensation as if 
strained^ oomknencinjB^ after four minutes, or elsa pfun in the ri^hl 
shoulder on waking m the morning, ameliorated by rest, and passing 
off ui two hours; ; itching on shoulder ■ in the morning; psdn in 
upper arm in the evening ; numb sensation in the right hand about 
lO'P; M.J or else in I the left upper arm after lying down in bed; 
pain At the iuner side of the right upper arm ; . dull, aching pain in 
tholeft upper arm; Ipain 10 the upper arm and elbow, undefined ov 
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dull ; pain in wrist, the left aohing, or ulnar half of the rights 
character undefined. 

Inflerlor Bxtremittes.-^A sensation of weakness or fatigae in 
lower limbs; aching of the lower extremities; itching on lower 
extremities when the part is uncovered and exposed to oool air; 
stinging or prickling itching at an upper part of inferior extremity, 
either at the anterior part of the left thigh, or on the nates ; psua 
in knee when in erect posture ; 8titch-lu[e pain at the inner part 
when stepping, or rending aching in the flexure of the left while 
standing ; the legs feel weak in the evening, or tired, then, though 
he had done but little walking ; pain in an anterior part of both 
lower extremities, either rheumatic pain at the anterior part <tf 
the tibite, or rending in the anterior part of the ankle joints^ 
running down the insteps ; aching in the calves, or drawing pain 
in the right calf; itching on the calves of the legs ; legs densely 
covered with a rash, composed partly of small red pimples ; itoMng 
worse on exposure to the air in the evening when undressing to 
go to bed ; aching or rending in the upper-anterior part of the 
tarsus, the instep : sensation of coldness of the feet during the 
forenoon. 



SANGUINARIA CANADENSIS. 

This plant is indigenous, growing in open woods, in lights 
rich soils. It appears early in the spring, and flowers in Aprit 
The tincture for Homoeopathic use should be prepared from the 
green root. The root is from an inch to two inches in lengtl^ and 
half an inch in diameter, terminating abruptly, as if bitten off. 
When the fresh root is broken, a light red fluid exudes, reseos- 
bling blood ; when dried the root becomes dark brown externally^ 
contracted, wrinkled, breaking with a short waxy fracture, the bro- 
ken extremities presenting an orange red color. Its odor is feebly 
narcotic and disagreeable, its taste acrid and bitter ; the powder tf 
a grayish red.' The active prindples of Blood root .tire said to bo 
Sangninarina and Sangainarin, the former a pure alkaloidi. the latter 
an alka-resinoid. The Sangninarin is supposed to represent the 

g ant more neariy, and is the one generally used in {^raotioe. 
omoeopathists generally prefer the green root tincture and its 
dilutions, but triturations of the root or the Sanguinariu' are not to 
be discarded. 

General Effects,— " Blood-root is an acrid emetic, with narootio 
and stimulant properties, it is also expectorant, sudorific, alterative^ 
emmenagogue, tonic, anti-<ieptic, detergent and esoharotio^ aooiord' 
ing to the mode in which it is employed. It is a very aotive 



SANGXJINARIA CANADENSIS. 860 

agent, and is oapable of exercising a powerful inflaenoe on the sys- 
tem. When given in small doses it stimulates the digestive organs, 
accelerates the circulation ; in larger doses it occasions nausea and 
consequent depression of the pulse ; in a full dose it produces 
active vomiting ; in overdoses it causes yiolent emesis, a burning 
sensation in the stomach, tormenting thirst, faintness, vertigo, dim- 
ness of vision, alarming prostration and even death. (King^a Disp.) 
^Sanguinaria is emetic, expectorant, diaphoretic, acro-narootic, 
sedative, alterative, and in small doses, tonic and stimulant ; in full 
doses it induces nausea and vomiting, with a sensation of warmth 
in the stomach, acceleration of pulse, and slight headache. It acta 
on the fauces, producing an acrid impression, and in some oases it 
proves cathartic. The leaves and seeds possess similar properties. 
The seeds however are said to exert a marked influence upon the 
brain and nervous system, occasioning torpor, languor, disordered 
vision and dilatation of the pupils ; in large doses the emesis is 
violent, there is a burning sensation in the stomach, taintness ver- 
tigo, dimness of vision and alarming prostration. {Jones and 
Scudder^s Mat. Med.) Woody Tidly^ Eberle and other writers use 
about the same language in describing the general toxical effects 
of the Sanguinaria. It is undoubtedly one of the most powerful 
agents in the vegetable materia medioa, and ranks as an analogue 
of such potent medicines as Arsenicum, Phosphorus, Tartar emetic 
and Veratrum viride. 

Special Effscts. — Xervons System. — ^The toxical and pathoge- 
netic eflects of Sanguinaria indicates that it has a profound effect 
upon the nerves of sensation and motion, but the exact nature of 
this action has not been sufficiently investigated. Among the 
symptoms we find — '^ a quickly diffused and transient, but at the 
same time a very peculiar nervous thrill, which is often extended 
to the minutest extremity." In large doses it causes ^ torpor, lan- 
guor and dilatation of the pupils." 

Macoas Membranes. -^ There are a few drugs, like Pulsatilla, 
which seem to affect the mucoas tissues of the whole system; 
others, like Squills, have a specific affinity for the pulmonary mucous 
membrane ; Sanguinaria is an analogue of the latter to a certain 
degree, although it more nearly approaches the action of Tartar 
emetic It was known as an expectorant, long before the allopathic 
profession brought it into use, and now, both that and the eclec- 
tic school value it highly for that purpose. (See Respiratory 
Organs.) Blood -root does not seem to notably increase the 
mucous secretions from the intestinal or other mucous tissues. 

Seroas Membranes.— Said to be useful in pleuritis, synovitis. 

Musealar and Fibrons Tissues.— Sanguinaria seems to cause 
pains of a rheumatic or myalgic character. It is difficult to decide 
which of the two affections were cured by this medicine in the 
reported curative symptoms. I am inclined to the opinion, how- 
ever, that Sanguinaria, although it may cure some neuralgias, will 
not, like Ck)lchicum and Cimicifuga, act specifically in rheumatic 
affeetions. (For cases cured see ^ Extremities.'') 

System. — Heart. — Pressing pain in the regions of the 

47 
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heart ; palpitation of the heart, with great weakness, (large dosi^;) 
extreme reduction in the force and frequency of the pulse, together 
with great irregularity of action, and palpitation of the heart. 

Clintcal Remabks.— We have no clinical record of any difr 
orders of the heart treated with this medicine. The symptoms 
would seem to indicate that it was more adapted to venous hnm- 
^ orrhages and congestions than arterial, (secondarily). 

FeTer, Fnlse. — In the evening in bed, chill and shivering in the 
back ; sliaking chill with pain under the shoulder blade on motion ; 
chill with headache ; chill and nausea ; heat flying from head to 
stomach ; burning heat, rapidly alteniating with chill and shiver* 
ing ; fever and delirium (from the seedts) ; pulsations through the 
whole body ; a gradual increase in the force and frequency of the 
pulse, (from small doses); during the vomiting the pulse is frequent; 
slow pulse with the extreme nausea; strength and frequency of the 
pulse extremely reduced, with irregularity, and with insensibility, 
coldness, etc. ; (from very large doses) suppressed pulse with faint- 
ing. 

Clinical Rescarks. — Sanguinaria has not been used in fevers, 
generally ; but it has been administered successfully in Heotio 
fever. In the pathogenesis of no other medicine, except perhaps, 
Phosphorus and Lycopodium, do we find the hectic poroxyam as 
perfectly delineated ; generally the hectic is associated with oough 
and other symptoms of lung affection, but there are exoeptious. 
Dr. Bute, cured— (1.) In a lady, coldness of the feet in the after- 
noons, at the same time the tongue was painful and sore upon being 
touched, like a l)oil, and there was stiffness of the knee and finger 
joints." (2.) '^Burning of the palms of the hands and soles of the 
feet, compelling him to throw the bedclothes off the feet for the 
purpose of cooling them. These paroxysms generally come on in 
the p. M., or evenmg.'' (3.) Paroxysm of fever in p. m., with cir- 
cumscribed redness of the cheeks ; congh and expectoration.^' 

Hemorrhagest— Dr. Morrow relied on Sanguinaria as a remedy 
for hemorrhages in general, because of ^its power of quieting 
excessive, or depressing the natural circulation,'' he advises it 
particularly in hoemoptysis ; It has also been used in menorrhagia, 
epistaxis, etc. 

General Symptoms. — Great weakness ; great prostration of maa* 
cular strength, (by large doses) ; extreme weakness and debility 
in the limbs, whilst walking in the open air, during the evening of 
the first day ; debility with vertigo and pain in the hypochondria ; 
great weakness, with vomiting ; great weakness, with suppression 
of the pulse — with irregular pulse ; weakness and palpitation of the 
heart ; a quickly diffused and transient, but at the same time a 
very peculiar nervous thrill, which is often extended to the minn* 
test extremity ; a slowly shooting pain, with long continued thrill, 
ending in a grumbling aching in a carious molar tooth of the 
upper jaw ; fainting weakness; general sensitiveness and weakness; 
torpor and languor from the seeds. '^^^Paralysis of the right side, of 
fourteen years duration, cured by the tincture, in the doae of a 
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§raall te2i-0(>oonful every three or four days; (verbally from Dr. B. 
Becker,) convulsive rigidity of the limb. 

RBacABKS.— We can sometimes comprehend the sphere of action 
of a drug, by comparing the eii9embU of its symptoms with that 
of other drugs ; a careful analysis of the symptoms and toxical 
effects of Sanguinaria show its marked resemblance to those of our 
most important medicines, namely: Arsenicum, Phosphorus and 
Tartar emetic; more remotely it resembles Belladonna, Verat. 
viride and Iris versicolor ; Lycopodium, Sulphur, Kali carbonioum 
and Rumex c, have some symptoms in common with Sanguinaria. 

Bleep* — Sleeplessness at night ; he awakens at night with affright 
as if he would fall ; dreams two nights in succession of sailing on the 
sea; dream of a frightful and disagreeable character; he awakens 
earlier than common. 

Skin. — Heat and dryness ; increased itching of an old tubercle* 
like eruption on the skin ; itchine and nettle rash before the nausea. 

Clinical Rekabks. — ^The blood-root has been used success- 
fully for scaly eruption; old indolent ulcers; ill*conditional ulcers 
with callous borders and ichorous discharge ; the powdered root is 
escharotic, and when applied to fungous growths causes their rapid 
disappearance. I consider it the best application we have for this 
purpose ; it has also cured warts, and polypi, when given internally 
and applied topically. Dr. Shell uses it externally and internallj 
for carbuncle with alleged success. 

Mind and ilspoitiion. — ^Extreme moroseness; anxiety before 
the vomiting ; hopefulness ; sanguine of recovery from illness. 

Clinical Rsmabks. — ^The last two symptoms were observed 
by me several times, from the blood root. Every physician is 
aware of the peculiarly hopeful condition of mind in phth^. San- 
guinaria is quite homoeopathic to that mental state. . 

BeniorinnL — ^Vertigo, with singing in tl^e ears ; flatulent eructa- 
tion, and then tickling in the throat, whicl' excites cough (immedi- 
ately after taking it); frequent vertigo, and diminished vision before 
Tomiting, after Targe doses ; vertigo with nausea, long continuing, 
with debility and with headache ; *vertigo on qtuckly turning the 
head, and looking upward. 

Clinioal RsiLABKS. — It bas cured, 'Wertigo on quickly 
turning the head and looking upward.'' 

Head. — Confused and dull feeling in the head, which became 
better after eructation ; determination of the blood to the head, 
with whiusins in the ears, and a transitory feeling of heat ; then a 
sensation as if vomiting was about to take place, but instead of this 
there succeeded slight cutting drawings in the abdomen, and then 
a stool ; heaviness in the head ; pressing drawing in the forehead ; 
pain of a short duration in the right side of the forehead, like a 
pressing, only while standing still, better while walking; at the 
same time a pain deep in the ear ; headache as if the forehead 
would split, with chill and with burning in the stomach; a pain 
occorj suddenly in the interior angle of the right eye, and thence 
to the forehead ; about five o'clock in the evening a severe quick* 
dartiiig pain in the forehead and temple on the right side, which 



373 NEW HOMOEOPATHIC PR0VIN6S. 

contiDned for about five minutes; this pain re-appeared in the 
eveDiog about seven o'clock ; about eleven o'clock at night a sud- 
den pain through the forehead, like an electric stroke, of short 
duration ; a slowly-shooting pain in the forehead ; periodic stitches 
in the left temple ; pain in all the upper part of the head ; in 
the abdomen, pain, like ftilness; pain in the fore part of the he^ad; 
pressing in the upper part of the head, in the region of the anterior 
fontanelle, disappears while walking; boring pain above, in the fore 
part of the head ; severe pain above, on all the left side of the head, 
especially in the eye ; at the same time similar pains in the left foot; 
nausea, disposition to vomit without being able to do so; then 
headache with rheumatic pains and stifihess in the limbs and neck; 
beating headache and bitter vomiting ; headache in the evening, 
with tickling in the throat; headache, with chill; headache, with 
nausea and chill, then flying heat from the head to the stomach; 
headache, with vertigo and pain in the ear; the headache occurs 
parozysmally ; feeling as if liie head is drawn forward ; soreness 
of the scalp, on being touched; feeling of looseness of the scalp on 
the right side; sensation of looseness, and drawing in one side of the 
scalp, on raising the eyes. 

CiJNicAL Remabks. — ^Dr. Bute found blood -root curative in 
headaches with ^^ distention of the temporal veins which were pain- 
ftilly sensitive to the touch," also with ^^ feeling of soreness on small 
spots on the head, especially in the temples." Other physicans 
have cured cephalalgias with ^^ pains in the head, in rays dirawing 
upward from the neck." Dr. Hering considers it homoeopathic to 
the so-called Korth American sick headache. He has cured with 
the high dilutions the following symptoms : '^ Severe pains in the 
head^ with nausea, and vomiting, frequently with bilious vomiting, 
in attacks, with hebdomadal or longer intervals, from very different 
inducements, commonly beginning in the morning, increasing in 
violence through the dajP, only diminished by lying quiet, and when 
possible, by sleep.*' (Tran. Amer. Ins. vol. 1.) Dr. Hering also 
gives (New Archives, vol. 2, part 2, p 132,) the following indieations 
for Sanguinaria : ^^ It is the best remedy in most cases of Migrans 
or sick headache. ^ Still, it must prove most useful when the attacks 
occur paroxysmaliV, viz ; every week, or at longer intervals ; or 
when the pains begin in the morning, increase during the day, and 
last till evening ; when the head seems to feel that it must burst, 
or as if the eyes would be pressed out, or when the pains are 
digging, attended with sudden piercing, throbbing lancinations 
through the brain, involving the forehead and top of the head in 
particular, and being most severe on the rigJU side, followed by 
chills, nausea, vomiting of food, or bile, forcing the patient to lie 
down and preserve the greatest quiet, as every motion aggravates 
the sufferings, which are only relieved by sleep. Case 1. A man 
was attacked with frightfully severe headache ; the only relief he 
could obtain was from pressing the back of his head against the 
head-board pf the bed. An infusion of Rad. Sanguinaria removed 
the headache permanently. {Hering) Case 2. — A lady suffered 
with frequent and severe attadcs of headache, with such sensitive* 
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ness during the paroxysm, that no one dared to walk across the 
room. Sanguinaria 6th, was given, but the first dose produced 
such an aggravation that the patient became almost beside herself; 
after the second dose, she fell into a pleasant sleep, from which she 
awoke refreshed. Dr. Helfrig always gave Aconite and Belladonna 
during the paroxysm of sick headache, and used Sang, thirty, during 
the inten'al, unless some other remedy was more indicated. (Ibid), 
Many of the symptoms of Sanguinaria, are similar to those pains 
which Inman discribes as belonging to Myalgia headaches ; partic- 
ularly the superficial sensitiveness, and drawing pains. Uon- 
gestions of the head are controlled by this medicine, when the 
temporal veifis are distended. It is probable that it is also 
homoeopathic to some of the varieties of Apoplexy. Its known 
carative influence over hsBmorrhage from congestions, would 
suggest its use in Sanguineous apoplexy. The symptoms would 
seem to imply that venous congestions (if the term may be 
allowed) are most under the control of Sanguinaria. 

Face. — ^Feeling of fulness in the face; distention of the veins 
of the face, with excessive redness, and a feeling of stiffness; 
severe burning, heat and redness of the face ; paleness of the 
face, with disposition to vomit; twitching of the cheeks, 
towards the eyes. 

Clinical Kemabks. — It has caused the following symptoms 
when occurring durmg other affections: "A red cheek, with 
burning of the ears;*' '^ redness of the cheeks, with cough,'' "cheeks 
and hands livid in typhoid pneumonia." These symptoms are 
also found in the provings of Phosphorus, Lycopod., Sulphur, 
and Lacnanthes tinctoria. 

Nose* — ^Heat in the nose ; smell in the nose like roasted onions ; 
dislike to the smell of syrrtp ; much sneezing ; fluid coryza, with 
frequent sneezing; severe fluid coryza in the right nostril; 
watery, acrid coryza, which renders the nose sore; copious 
watering of the right eye ; the eye painful, especially on being 
touched; and soon afterwards there occurred a copious watery 
discharge from the right nostril; in the evening two diarrhoeio 
stools, and then all the symptoms disappeared; fluid coryza, 
alternating with stoppage of the nose. 

Clinical Rsmabks.~No drug so surely produces intense 
irritation of the nasal mucous membrane, when inhaled, as 
the Sanguinaria. Even its internal administration causes coryza. 
It is not strange, therefore, that homoeopathists have found it 
curative for acute and chronic coryzas, also for " loss of smell.'* 
It has cured "Influenza, with rawness in the throat, pain in 
the breast, cough, and finally, diarrhoea." This last is a charac- 
teristic peculiarity of the drug, and as many catarrhal affections 
tend to end in intestinal irritation, or diarrhoDa, the Sanguinaria 
should be remembered in each instance. Dr. Barton (allopathic) 
says be has "heard of the application of the powdered root 
to a fungous tumor within the nostril, with the effect of pro- 
ducing detnmescence, and bringing away frequently, small pieces 
of the fungous, which, in the first instance, impeded the 
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progress of the air through the nostril, and was supposed Uy 
be a polypus." Dr. Smith (botanic) says : "Applied to fungoM 
flesh it proves escharotio, and several polypi of the soft kind 
were cured by it.** Dr. Becker (homoBopathist) states that a 
polypus of the nose ceased to grow from the time the powder 
of the root was snuffed. Several physicians of my aoqnaintanoe 
claim to have cured nasal polypi by the internal administr*- 
tion of the tincture of blood-root. It was used in the lowor 
dilutions, in some cases. The finely powdered root forms on* 
of the ingredients, of many, of the " catarrh snuffi " sold in the 
shops. It is often used as a domestic remedy for. ohronie 
catarrhal affections of the nose. Dr. Powers, late of Coldwater, 
Mich., was very suocessfhl in the treatment of obstinate nasal 
catarrhs, and ozcma. He prescribed the '2d trit., of blood-* 
root, as a ^-snuff,'' to be forcibly inspired up the nose, and 
gave at the same time Sanguinaria 8rd, or Nitric acid, inter> 
nally. It has cured in my hands, many cases of ulcerative 
ozsenn, also epistaxis. 

Eyes. — ^Pain in the right eye ; pressing pain in the left eye y 
stitch in the upper eyelid ; watering and burning of the right eye, 
which is painful on being touched — then coryza ; feeling as if the 
eyes were affected by sour smoke, afternoons about two o'clook ; in 
the afternoons dimness of the eyes, and a feeling as if hairs were in 
tbem ; very great glimmering before the eves ; diminished power 
of vision; dilation of the pupils (by the seed^). 

Clinical Krharks. — ^It is homoeopathic to catarrhal ophthal* 
mia, granular lids, and even ulcers on the cornea. I once cared a- 
case of the latter, very happily, by the use of Sanguinaria Srd^; 
internally and topically. The case had proved obstinate under 
ordinary treatment, and I bethought me of the beneficial effect of 
blood-root in indolent ulcers. A wash of about the strength of the 
third dilution was prepared in distilled water, and used as a coJ^ 
lyrium. Under its use the ulcers healed in a week, leaving but a 
slight opacity. 

Ears. — Beating under the ears at irregular intervals, frequently 
only a couple of istrokes ; ♦ burning of the ears, with redness of th» 
cheeks ; pains in the ears, with headache ; singing in the ears, witb 
vertigo ; humming in the ears, with determination of blood ; slow 
stitches in the left ear during the pain in the forehead ; beating- 
humming in the left ear ; painful sensitiveness to sudden sounds ; a 
<5rackling in the right ear when he draws his fingers lightly over hie 
right cheek ; on the left side this is not the case. 

Jaws, — Stiffness of the jaws ; pain in the upper teeth ; pain in ft 
bollow tooth, especially when touched by the food ; toothache from 
picking the teeth ; pain in one or more of the incisor teeth, and in 
a carious molar tooth ; shooting and thrilling pain in a carious 
molar tooth of the upper jaw, which passes away gradually in that 
form of pain which is often termed a '' grunibling toothache ;** on 
awaking, toothache in an upper carious tooth on the right side, at 
the same time headache in the same side ; the toothache is made 
worfle hy cold water, and better by drinking warm drink ; pain in 
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a carious molar after oold drinking, two mornings in succession ; 
looseness of the teeth ; salivation and looseness of the teeth ; he 
supposes himself able to take them all out; spitting, with nausea { 
feeling of dryness of the lips^ 

Clinical Rkharks. — Blood-root is useful in expulsive gingivitis, 
in cases where the gums become very spongy, bleeding, and fun- 
gous. 

Tkroai* — Feeling of dryness in the throat, not diminished by 
drinking; heat in throat, alleviated by the inspiration of cool air; 
a long - oontinuing impression in the &uoes; a transitory, but 
marked sensation in the fauces, as if he had swallowed something 
acrimonious ; burning in the fauces after eating sweet things ; burn^ 
ing in the oesophagus; a feelini; in the throat as if it were swollen 
tip, and would suftboate him, with pain in the throat when swallow- 
ing, and with aphonia ; in the evening a pain with a feeling of swel- 
ling in the throat ; worse on the ri^ht side, and most perceptible 
CD swallowing ; feeling of swelling in the throat when swallowing. 

Clinical LiABiAOKS. — Angina^ in several cases, paiticularly a 
ipecies of pharyngitis. Ulcerated aore throat. I was once informed 
by intelligent persons, that they had been permanently cured of 
recurring quinsy with ulceration, by using a gargle of blood-root. 
Upon testing it in practice, I found it quite equ:il to Hepar sulphur 
in its power of preventing attacks of tonsillitis ; also in actual ulcer- 
ations of the throat. The lower d'dutiona were used. 

Moatli. — A prickling sensation on the tongue and roof of the 
mouth, as after chewing mezereurai, but slighter; crawling on the 
point of the tongue, after which an acerb feeling extends itself over 
the whole tongue, in the morning on awaking; prickling on the 
point of the tongue ; tongue feels as if burned ; a feeling of dryness 
and rawness, as after acrid things; begins on the right side of the 
tongue, and spreads over the whole tongue, mornings on awaking ; 
* tongue sore; pains like a b^il ; stitches on the left side of the 
tongue ; white-coated tongue, with loss of appetite ; loss of appe- 
tite» with uncertain cravings; * increase of appetite; loss of smell 
and taste; a piece of sugar-cake tastes bitter, tbllowed by burning 
in the &uce8; fatty taste in the mouth ; slimy taste ya the mouth ; 
di«nclinati(M]i for butter, which leaves a disagreeable after-taste ; 
dislike to the odor of syrup; craving for he knows not what, with 
loss of appetite; craving for piquant food. 

Sttmacli. — Pressing m the stomach ; soreness in the epigastrium, 
aggravated by eating ; feeling of warmth and heat in the stomach ; 
hjirning in the stomach from large doses ; burning in the stomach, 
with headache; jerking in the stomach, as if from something alive; 
great weakness of digestion ; loss of appetite ; * strengthens the 
stomach ; excites the appetite, and aids digestion ; soon after eating 
a feeling oi emptiness in the stomach ; * inflammation of the 
stomach. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — By reference to the " gastric symptoms,'* 
as well as t^e above, it will be seen how closely the symptoms sim- 
ilata those of Arst^nicum, Phosphorus, and Tartar emetic. It will 
cure^ Hccording to Dr.Tully, ^'atonic, sub-acute, and chronic inflam- 
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mations of the stomach." No remedy, however, is more deoidedlj 
homceopathic to acute gastritis. We have the terrible burning^ the 
tmqaenchable thirsty the pain^ vomiting and prostration which 
mark that disease. In acute gastritis, the sixth or thirtieth shoald 
be nsed. In chronic gastritis, the lower dilutions may be as usefuL 
It ought to be useful in tUceration of the stomach. 

Gasirle Symptoms.— Severe nausea from large doses; nausea as if 
vomiting would succeed ; nausea after eating ; nausea which is not 
diminished by vomiting ; loss of appetite and periodic nausea ; nausea 
by stooping; nausea with mncn spitting; extreme nausea with 
great salivation; nausea, with flow of saliva, and constant spitting; 
long continued nausea, with chill ; nausea without vomiting, then 
headache; nausea with headache, with chill and heat; nausea 
before the nettle rash ; heartburn and nausea; reeurgitation and 
disposition to vomit ; flatulent eructation ; spasmodic eructation o{ 
flatus ; hiccough while smoking tobacco ; frequent flatulent eructa- 
tions of unpleasant odor, with disposition to vomit, and paleness of 
face ; after the eructation of flatus, the dullness of the head becomes 
better. Vomiting with severe, painftil burning in the stomach, and 
intense thirst; many unpleasant feelings previous to vomiting; 
before vomiting, great anxiety ; before vomiting, slight pressure to 
stool; vomiting of bitter water; bitter vomiting, with headache; 
vomiting, with craving to eat in order to quiet the nausea ; vomit- 
ing and diarrhoea ; causes vomitmg, without nausea or perceptible 
weakness. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^Blood-root is fully indicated for nausea or 
vomiting from irritation of the coats of the stomach. Allopathists 
have cured vomiting of food and bilious vomiting with small doses 
of the tincture. It is doubtless homoeopathic to many functional and 
organic diseases of the stomach, and I would suggest its use in gas- 
tric disorders not amenable to the ordinary remedies. Dr. F. W. 
Hunt in an article on "Dyspepsia, or Diseases of the Stomach,** 
(U. S, Journal of Homoeopathy, vol. i. p. 190,) thus speaKs of the 
virtues of Sanguinaria canadensis : '* This is one of the most import- 
ant remedies for various diseases of the stomach, throat, liver, 
lungs, etc. In almost every form of indigestion, for many years, ii 
has given me satisfactory results. It is especially useful in deficient 
gastric secretion, with loss of appetite ana periodic nausea ; heart* 
bum, nausea, and irregular chills ; torpid state of the liver ; dyspep- 
tic headache, terminating by regurgitation, and vomiting of bitter, 
greenish fluids; soreness in the abdomen, increased by eating; feel- 
ing of heat in the stomach ; chronic gastritis ; red tongue, which 
bums as if from contact with something hot ; lips re<f and dry " 
throat hot and dry ; tickling at the entrance of the larynx, which 
excites cough ; cough peculiarly severe, not relieved by expectora- 
tion, with pain in the chest and redness of the cheeks. When 
digestion is imperfect from deficiency of the true gastric fluid* 
when the food undergoes chemical decomposition, and gas is evolved 
in large quantities, iSanguinaria will generally change the action of 
the stomach, and digestion becomes more complete. When the 
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xnacooa membrane is coDgested, the flatas formed hj fermentation 
is retained by a spasmodio constriction of the cardia. Its irritation 
is reflected through the pneamogastric nerve upon the lungs, excit- 
ing a feeling of ^ tickling ' in the entrance of the trachea, with aym" 
pathetic cough. This peculiar, dry cough does not yield to expec- 
torants, but often pcr^istsfor hours, and is only relieved by eructa- 
tions. Aromatics and stimulants fail to expel the gas : they only 
increase the erethism of the coats of the stomach. The Sangui- 
naria affords a better resource. It not only relaxes the constricted 
oardia, permitting the flatus to escape, but excites a healthy, hom- 
ceopathic reaction on the whole surface of the fauces, oesophagus, 
and stomach, superseding the morbid state by a healthy one. Dr. 
Coe and others (allopathists) caution against the use of blood-root 
when there exists ^^ gastritis and enteritis, and whenever we have 
occasion to suspect ulceration or abrasion of the mucous surfaces of 
the bowels.'' This caution suegests to the homoeopathist that the 
medicine will cure such conditions, if administered in dynamic 
doses. 

AMomen. — Severe and continual pain in the hypochondria; 
vertigo and debility ; *pain in the left hypochondrium, worse by 
coughing, better by pressure and lying on the left side ; diseases of 
the liver ; torpor and atony of the liver ; inflammation of the 
abdominal viscera; hot streamings from the breast towards the 
liver; beating in the abdomen; cramps in the abdomen, which 
passes from one place to another ; sensation as if hot water poured 
Itself from the breast into the abdomen, followed by diarrhoBa ; 
discharges of flatus upwards and downwards by raising himself up 
on account of the cough, which then ceases; bellyache; paroxysmal 
pain in the abdomen ; slijzht cutting drawings in the abdomen ; 
colic, with torpor of the liver ; in the night digging pain in the 
sacrum; an hour afber taking it severe cutting pam in the bowels, 
followed by a single watery stool ; in the morning, colicky pun in 
the upper part of the abdomen, and then a diarrhcBic stool. 

Clinical Bbmajbks, — ^Eclectic physicians claim that Sangul- 
naria has a specific action on the liver. The hepatic symptoms in 
this proving were collected from allopathic sources. — {Barton 
McBride and Tally). It is doubtful if they should have a place in 
the proving at all, as by reference to the original, (Trans. Amer. 
Ins.) it will be seen that they were mere assertions of the above 
named physicians, and not pathogenetic symptoms. It may not 
be amiss, however, to quote the statements of eclectics on this 
point. JKin^n says it has been used successfully in ^'jaundice, and 
other hepatic affections. In torpid conditions of the liver it is 
very valuable.'' Jones asserts that it '^ arouses the liver and glan- 
dular system in general." Coe admires it in '^ all cases of hepatic 
torpor, jaundice, biliary concretions, chronic hepatitis, etc." The 
flrc^t curative symptom above noted would seem to point to the 
spleen as the diseased organ, although it may have been the lung, 
or even a myalgic affection, accompanied with cough. It is said 
to have oared '^ indurations of the abdomen^^^ but no details are 
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eivcTi, nor the name of the observer, and conseqnentlj we are at a 
loss to know their character. 

Stool. — Pressure to stool without evacuation, with the sensation 
of a mass in the lower part of the rectum ; this sensation recurred 
frequently during the day, without stool ; inoperative pressure to 
stool, then vomiting ; feeling to pressure to stool ; in the afternoon 
frequent pressure to stool, but only discharges of flatus ; frequent 
discharges of very ofibnsive flatus ; in the morning a hard stool ; 
diaiThceic stools with great flatulence; purging; after cutting pains, 
stools ; after severe pains, stool like water ; diarrhoea in the even- 
ing, with disappearance of the coryza and catarrh; diarrfaoBa 
terminated the pain in the breast; dysentery; the food passes 
away undigested in the stool ; five natural stools in the day ; two 
small but not fluid stools the first day ; the first days the stooh 
more laxative and frequent, afterwards rather costive ; hemorrhoids, 
a twisting pain on the left side above the groin, equi-distant from 
the symphysis pubis, and the crest of the ilium ; worse whilst sit* 
ting, standing, or bending towards the right side, increased by 
pressure ; better whilst walking erect ; afterwards this pain passed 
to\^ards the hip, around and upwards until it reached posteriorlj 
on the short ribs and remained peculiarly sensible by bending to 
the right. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The blood-root does not generally purge 
unless given in large doses, hence it will not be fouud often indioa* 
ted in diarrhoea. There is one variety of diarrhoea, however, in 
which it has been found curative, by Dr. Bute, namely : " With 
the diarrhoea, termination of the coryza and catarrh,** also, "The 
aflectiqn of the breast always ended with the feeling as if hot water 
were poured from the chest into the abdomen, which was foUowed 
by diarrhmc atooV^ The " Dysentery^ marked as curative in the 
original proving, is merely an observation of Rafinesque, (botanist). 
Some dysenteric symptoms, however, are found in the pathogene- 
sis, which may be made use of. Dr. Bute asserts its curative power 
in hemorrhoids^ but gives no special indications^ nor do we find any 
in the proving. The last symptoms under " Stooly* would seem to 
be misplaced. It denotes either an affection of the left owm/^ or 
was simply a myalgic pain. (Take it all in all, the so-called prov- 
ing of Sanguinaria, ^ made up for the "Transactions of the 
American Institute,'^ cannot be considered a commendable produc- 
tion. Some of the most notable of the symptoms marked * 
(curative) were the mere assertions, or theoretic deductions of 
allopathic observers, not verified hy homoeopathic physicians. I 
would advise the student or physician, before he attempts to nse 
this dru^ upon the information obtained in that proving, to study 
the origmal, and judge of its merits for himself.) 

Urine. — *Frequent urination, also at night ; large and frequent 
discharges of urine, as clear as water ; frequent and copious noctu^ 
nal urination; i^eminal emissions during sleep, two nights in suo- 
cession, after which he feels very well ; *gonorrhoBa. 

Clinical Rbmahks. — The first curative symptoms belonged 
originally to the following group reported cured by Dr. Bute, 
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namely : '' In a lady, pain in the left hypochondria, which was 
rendered worse by coaghing, but was better from being pressed, 
and by lying on the left side ; very copious irritation at 
night.*' The whole group of symptoms may have been of renal 
origio, Aocording to Dr. Coe, Sanguinaria is very nseful in many 
functional disorder of th^/kidneyt. Our provings are, however, 
too meagre to give us any clue to its action on those organs. I 
cannot ascertain who reported the curative observation ^^ Gonor* 
rhoea." Dr. Coe advises it for chancres, buboes, secondary and 
tertiary syphilis, but says nothing of its use in gonorrhoBa, nor does 
any oUier writer. I can readily imagine it might be useful in 
phagadenic chancre, used internally and as a topical application. 

Generative Organs of Women. — ^Abdominal pains, as if the 
menses would appear ; abdominal pain the whole night, like the 
menstrual ; at times it increases menstruation ; the menses appear 
a week too early, with a discharge of black blood ; abortion on 
account of too strong operation on the uterus ; causes uterine hem- 
orrhage ; amenorrhoea ; the menses appear at the proper time, but 
still much more freely than at other times, with less pam and weak- 
ness in the sacrum, but with pain in the right side of the head and 
forehead, and a feeling as if the eyes would be pressed out of the 
head, worse on the right side. 

CuKiCAL RRHAnss.-^Hafinesque used it successfully in Amen- 
arrhcea. .Dr. Q Connor^ (aUopathist), writes: — "For the last 
twelve years I have used the tincture of Sanguinaria exclusively, 
in the treatment of amenorrhoea^ and have recommended it to others, 
who speak favorable of its effects. In that time I have treated as 
many cases of this disease, as usually falls to the lot of a village 
practitioner, and, as yet, have no cause to find fault with the 
efficiency of the remedy. I consider it superior to Eberle's great 
remedy, the tincture Polygonum hydropiper. I commence a fort- 
night before the expected return of the menses, and give teaspoon- 
ful doses of the tincture three times a day, and a teaspoonfuL on 
going to bed (preceded by a warm foot-bath). If the secretion is not 
restored at the time, I remit the use of the remedy for a fortnight, 
and proceed as before. When the full effect of the remedy is 
produced, it is characterized by slight nausea, pains in the loins^ 
extending through the hypogastric and iliac regions, as well as 
down the thigJu. These symptoms sometimes manifest themselves 
once or twice before the discharge is completely established." — 
( Cin, Lancet and Observer) The symptoms which I have placed 
in italics are worthy of being noUced, as purely pathogenetic. I 
esteem the blood-root a good remedy in suppressed menses^ but 
chiefly indicated when the suppression has been followed, or pre- 
ceded by pidmonary disease. Its use in such cases has generally 
been attended with good results. Dr. Miller, (eclectic), advises it in 
dysmenorrhoea, when occurring in torpid subjects, but says it is 
'^ contra-indicated in patients of plethoric habit." This would indicate 
to us that it would be useful in dynamic doses in dysmenorrhcea, 
when menses too frequent in such patients, when there i^ a tendency 
to congestion of the brain or lungs. It is homoeopathic to threatened 
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abortion^ when the symptoms mentioned hy Dr. O'Connor are 
present, accompanied with some hemorrhage. It is nsed for this 
criminal pnrpose in domestic practice, and by unprincipled physi- 
cians. Dr. Bute reports the following case cured with tho blood- 
root, '' a female who had distention of the abdomen in the evening, 
and flatulent discharges per vaginum, from the os uteri, which was 
constantly open, at the same time a pain passing in rays from the 
nape of the neck to the head.'* This was probably an instance of 
that rare disease in which the lining membrane of the uterus 
secretes a gas. Dr. Bute also reports cases of aflectiqns of women at 
the climacteric period, characterized by "burning of the palm of the 
hands and soles of the feet, compelling her to throw the bed dothei 
off the feet for the purpose of cooling them." Used internally and 
topically, (by injection), it has cured ulcerations of the os uteri, 
corrosive and fcetid leucorrhcea, and polypi of the uterus. 

Caiarrlial Symptoms.— Much sneezing ; fluid coryza, with frequent 
sneezing ; severe fluid coryza in the right nostril ; watery, acrid 
coryza, which renders the nose sore ; copious watering of the right 
eye; the eye painful, especially on being touched; and soon 
afterwards there occurred a copious watery discharge from the 
right nostril; in the evening two diarrhoeic stools, and then all the 
symptoms disappeared, (five hours after taking it); fluid oor^za 
alternating with stoppage of the nose; aphonia, with swellmg 
in the throat; tickling irritation to cough; influenza; coryza; 
rawness in the throat ; pain in the breast ; cough, and finally 
diarrhoea. 

Respiratory Organs, — Slight cough, especially whilst eating; 
tickling in the throat in the evening, with slight cough and 
headache; a slight cough from tickling in the throat, many 
evenings after lying down; a dry cough, awakening him from 
sleep, which will not cease until he sat upright in bed, and flatus 
was discharged both upwards and downwards; ^chronic dryness in 
the throat, and sensation of swelling in the larynx, and expectora- 
tion of thick mucus.— (2>r, Neidhard,) *Continued severe^ cough, 
without expectoration, with pain in the breast, and circumscribed 
redness of the cheeks. — {Dr. Burt) *Feel8 stronger and freer in 
the breast in the mornings, and in the afternoon, and in the 
evening the customary dyspnoea does not appear. — (Dr. Huaman^ 
A hot, burning, streaming in the right breast, begins under the 
right arm and clavicle, and draws itself downwards towards the 
region of the liver, (afternoon of the third day,) acute stitches 
in the right breast in the region of the nipple. 

Clinical Remarks. — Sanguinaria has always had an extensive 
regutation in the cure of coughs. The aborigines of the Eastern 
States often' astonished the early settlers oy the cures they 
effected with this remedy. It is said that the most obstinate 
coughs disappeared during the use of the blood-root. The 
physicians of an early day seem to have used blood-root more 
frequently than their successors. Rafinesque, Barton, Tully and 
others, all assert its great curative power in many varieties of 
cough. They even assert its power to cure pulmonary consomp- 
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tion. Besides the above cnratiye sjinptoms the following are 
reported: ** Cough, with coryza; then dianrhcea;" ^'tormenting 
cough, with expectoration and circumscribed redness of the 
cheeks. " Several instances have come under my observation, 
where the blood root really appeared to cure phthisis. 

Breast. — Whooping coagh; hydro-thorax, (a); asthma, (a); 
pneumonia, (a); typhoid pneumonia, with very difficult respiration, 
cheeks and hands livid, pulse full, soft, vibrating and easily com- 
pressed, (a); diseases of the lungs, (a); pain in the breast, with 
periodic cough, (h) ; pain in the breast, with cough add expectora- 
tion, (b) ; pain in the breast with dry coagh, (h) ; burning and 
Sressing in the breast, then heat through the abdomen, with 
iarrhoea, (h) ; slowly shooting pain in the right side of the chest 
about the seventh rib; acute stitch in the right breast; slowly 
shooting pain in the left side of the chest near the axilla; stitches 
from the lower part of the left breast to the shoulder ; pressing 
pain in the region of the heart; stitches in the left side in the region 
of the short ribs, by moving and turning the body; continued 
pressure and heaviness in the whole of the upper part of the chest, 
with difficulty of breathing ; slowly shooting pain under sternum 
numb pain the whole length of the scapula, along the inner edges, 
which IS also increased by breathing ; pressing pain in the breast 
and back ; palpitation of the heart, from immoderate doses, with 
great weakness ; stitches in both breasts; severe soreness under 
the right nipple, aggravated by being touched ; the nipples are 
sore and painful. 

Clikioal Remabks. — ^The "curative'* symptoms above, which 
are designated (a) are from allopathic sources ; (b) from homoeo- 
pathic sources. Eclectic physicians use it in thoracic diseases where 
the allopath censiders Tartar emetic indicated. In this they are not 
&r from the truth. Sanguinaria, in affections of the lungs, 
occupies a place midway between Phosphorus and Tartar emetic. 
It bais many symptoms in common with both, and others possessed 
by neither. I have used the blood-root for many years in bron- 
ehitiSy pneumonic^ and other diseases of the respiratory organs, 
and have obtained from it some very satis&ctory results. In the 
massive doses of the old school given to nausea and emesis, it was 
productive of great injury, but in dynamic doses its use is 
never attended with any aggravations; a few drops of the mother 
tincture may be used in some chronic affections of the pulmonary 
organs, while in acute diseases, with a high grade of^ irritation, 
the dOth is the safest and best attenuation. In the majority of 
cases of pneumonia, there occurs a group of symptoms for which 
we have generally used phosphorus or sulphur, with good results, 
although the convalescence under those remedies is apt to be 
lingering. But when those symptoms and conditions are met 
with, under Sanguinaria, 2nd dil. (decimal), or Sanguinarin, 4th 
trit., a rapid subsidence of the diseased action occurs. At the 
second, and daring the existence of the third stage of the inflam- 
mation, we have as physical signs: dullness on percussion, 
bronchial respiration, etc^ denoting the presence of red, or even 
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gray hepatization, and purulent infiltration of the pulmonary 
parenchyma. Watson considers it doubtful whether recoveries take 
place from the third stage of pneumonia ; but under homoeopathic 
treatment, I do not believe such recoveries impossible. The general 
symptoms indicating Sanguinaria are extreme dyspncea, short, 
accelerated, constrained breathing, the speech ceases to be free, 
the sputa becomes tenacious, rust-colored, and is expectorated 
with much difficulty. The position of the patient is upon the 
back ; there is not much pain in the chest, unless the pleura are 
involved, and then it is of a burning, stitching character. The 
pulse is quick and small — the face and extremities inclined to be 
cold, or the hands and feet burning hot, with circumscribed 
redness and burning heat of the cheeks, especially in the afterooon. 
Under the use of this remedy, the dyspnoea subsides, the bronchial 
breathing disappears, we hear afresh the small crepitation, and 
first, alone, then mixed with the natural respiratory murmur, which 
in its turn becomes alone audible. The sputa becomes again len 
tenacious, less red and yellow, and more like the expectoration (tf 
catarrh, and is expectorated in large, heavy masses; the febrile 
symptoms gradually abate, and a favorable convalescence is estab- 
lished. I give the medicine every two hours, generally alone, but 
occasionally in alternation with Phosphorus or ,Tartar emetia In 
its power over chronic, bronchial or laryngeal coughs, it rivals 
Lycopodinm and Sulphur. It relieves, and ofben cures, " coughs 
with chronic dryness in the throat, and sensation of swelling in 
the larynx ; continual severe cough without expectoration, with 
pain in the breast, and circumscribed redness of the cheeks;'' 
** cough, with coryza, then diarrhoea.'* This last symptom is an 
important indication for the use of Sanguinaria. After a severe 
cold, or undue exposure, some persons are attacked with ooryza^ 
catarrhal headache, severe pains' in the chest, with tightness 
of breathing, and dry harrassing cough, all of which subsides 
upon the recurrence of diarrhoBa. In such cases Sanguinaria is 
eminently indicated, as it causes a similar group of symptoms. 
Dr. Morrow praises it very highly in hcBmoptyaU. In one case 
which came under my observation it seemed to correct the 
bleeding, promptly. Cases have been reported to me, where the 
tincture of blood-root, cured spitting of blood, which had resisted 
other means. It will undoubtedly be found useful in some cases 
of Asthma, Croup, Larygnitis, and perhaps Pleurisy^ but we have 
no homoeopathic testimony of its effects in those diseases. 

Back. — Pain in the nape of the neck ; soreness of the nape of 
the neck on being touched ; psun in the left side of the nape of the 
neck; pain in the right side of the neck, as if sprained; stiffness of 
the nape of the neck; pain in the back; pain in the sacrum and 
bowels — (Dr. Bute) ; *pain in the sacrum from lifting; pain in the 
sacrum, which is alleviated by bending forward ; rheumatic pains 
in the nape of the neck, shoulders and arms; pain in both shoul- 
ders; severe pains in the left shoulder, in the evenings; pain under 
the sholder-blade, with chill; pain from the left breast to the 
shoulder; rheumatic pun in the right shoulder, worse in the finre- 



SANGUINARIA CANADENSIS. 383 

noon when she has retained the arm for a long time in the same 
position, drawing itself downwards to the elbow; pain on the top 
of the right sboalder; sudden rheumatic pains m the shoulder 
joints ; in the upper part of the shoulder joint, severe pain on every 
motion ; * rheumatic pain in the right arm and shoulder, worse at 
night, in bed ; cannot raise the arm, — (Dr. Bute) ; * pain in the right 
shoulder, and in the upper part of the right arm, worse at night on 
turning in bed. — (Dr. Jeanes). 

Clinioal Remarks. — Nearly all the symptoms of the back, 
etc, are purely myalgic^ and are easily mistaken for rheumatism ; 
in prescribing this medicme, this distinction should be made. The 
curative symptoms appear to have been rheumatic, all but the 
** pain in the sacrum from lifting.^ 

Svperlor Sxiremittes.— Rheumatic pains in the arms and hands; 
rheumatic pains in the right forearm, in the evening; severe pain 
in the hand, with aching in the arm when lying quiet and warm in 
bed ; it is al-o often felt in the left foot, now above, then in the 
instep, and then in the toes; in the right palm near the index 
finger, a severe pain as from a boil ; * burning of the palms red- 
ness of the hands, and severe burning; *lividity of the hands in 
pneumonia; numb pain in the ball of the right thumb; cutting 
pain on the left joint of the left middle finger ; sticking in the 
point of the right small finger; stiffness of the finger joints; pain, 
as from a boil, at the root of the right thumb nail, then in the left, 
from this to ail the fingers, one after another, from the thumb to 
the small finger, alike on both hands; * ulceration of the roots of 
the nails on all the fingers of both hands. 

infisrior IxtrentUes* — Rheumatic pain in the left hip; pain as 
from a bruise in the left hip joint, wiiilst walking, but worse on 
rising from a seat; *a rheumatic pain on the inside of the right 
thigh; * a bruise-like pain in the thigh, alternating, with burning 
and pressure in the breast ; * stiffness of the knees ; stiffaess ana 
tightness in the bend and sides of the knees ; cramp and pain in 
the calf of the left leg; drawing in the calves and into the instep, 
worse right than left ; sticking pain in the right ankle ; continual 
stitches under the right exterior ankle bone, as from the sting of a 
bee ; pain in the left foot, with headache, and during the pain in 
the right arm ; sticking as from a needle in the instep, in the 
morning in bedy and in the afternoon ; coldness of the feet; * burn- 
ing in &e soles of the feet, worse at night ; burning of the hands 
and feet in the night; pain in the corns; great weakness of the 
limbs, with pains in the sacrum whilst walkii)g ; "* acute swelling of 
the joints of extremities. 

Llmlbi.-^Rheumatic psdns in the limbs; acute, inflammatory, 
and arthritic rheumatism; acute swelhng of the joints of the 
extremities; stiffness of the limbs and rheumatic pains, with head- 
ache; paan in those places where the bones are least covered with 
flesh, but not in the joints; on touching the painful part, the pain 
immediately vanished and appeared in some other part. 

CuKiGAL RsB£ABKS. — ^Tue clinical symptoms above, are mostly 
from homceopathic sources. The physician can draw his own 
deductions from them. 
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SARRACENIA PURPUREA. 

(HunUmanU Cup.') 

A perennial plant, indigenoas to the United States, with leaves 
of a singalar character. The carious pitcher-shaped leaves ^ are 
usually half filled with water and drowned insects ; the inner face 
of the hood is clothed with stiff bristles pointing downward.'* Dr. 
C. H. Cleayeland, of Cincinnati {Journal of Rational Medicine), 
says: ^Of the Sarracenia, there are several varieties. As long 
since as the writer's earliest recollection, an aged female living near 
his father's residence, was famous for the ayrup which she made for 
the cure of chlorosis and other derangements of the uterine organs, 
and for the relief of dyspepsia and other gastric difficulties. Not 
all the ingredients of the syrup were made known to those who 
purchased of her ; but, after a time, it was discovered that it owed 
all its active properties to the Sarr^cenia, with perhaps the mucilage 
of the Oamundia regalis. Within the last five years, I have again 
had my attention called to the side-saddle plant, from learning that 
it was used by a Canadian French doctor as a regulator of aterine 
derangement ; and, for several years, I have, with satisfactory suo- 
cetjs, prescribed it in many cases of gastric disease, in the form of 
an infusion, or in that of a syrup, made from the leaf or the root. 
During the year 1847, Dr. F.r. Porcher, of South Carolina, experi- 
mented with the rooty or that poition of the stem which is below 
the surface of the ground. He thinks the bitter and aetringent 
principles of the plant are imperfectly extracted by water, and that 
the decoction is even more destitute of these properties than the 
cold infusion. He made trial of the root, in a recent state, as well 
as of the dried^root, on his own person, and gives the following, as 
the result of one of his experiments : ^ Dec. 4th. — ^We^gain com- 
menced experimenting with it. It had become dry, having been 
rolled into pills of three grains each. O^ these we took sixty (180 
grs.) between ten and twelve o'clock p. m., upon* a oomparatively 
empty stomach, swallowing them at intervals, six or eight at a time. 
Its diuretic action in this instance was frequently repeated, the 
secretion being increased in quantity— pure, limpid, and colorless, 
with scarcely any sediment after several hours' standing. Its action 
on the stomach resembled that following its first employment, being 
attended with the same phenomena. A feeling of emptiness was 
produced in the course of an hour. After retiring to bed, the 
whole abdominal region was in a state of commotion, extending 
along the track of the ascending and descending colon, all of which 
appeared to participate in a kind of rolling motion produced by it. 
To these were added involuntary rumbling sounds, as if the entire 
alimentary tube was stimulated, and apparently forewarning a 
cathartic effect. We are led to believe that its astringent property 
prevented this result. There was, also, tenderness on pressure of 
the epigastrium. The feeling of congestion about the head, with 
irregularity of the heart's action, which lasted several days^ 
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again observed. Before morning, the pulse rose to 100 by the 
watch, resuming its usual frequency after a time. We were pre- 
vented by sleep, which was much disturbed, from ascertaining posi- 
tively the coexistence of strange impressions on the sensorial tunc- 
tions. The general vigor of the digestive apparatus was increased. 
The appetite following, the next day, was unusually active, seeming 
to demand much more to satisfy its requirements ; but there was a 
sense of pain about the stomach like tnat following inflammation, 
or that felt in the muscular tissue after a limb has been overtasked.' 
In the first experiment, in which Dr. Porcher took 140 grains of 
the freBh root, the symptoms produced were very similar to those 
detailed in the above quotation, pointing distinctly to the parts of 
the system influenced by the drug ; namely, thi gastric JUamenU 
qf the ganglionic or organic system of nerves. This produced an 
increased action of the circulatory system, and drove the blood to 
the head. It also increased the peristaltic motion of the entire 
alimentary caoal, and promoted the renal and other glandular secre- 
tions, without any apparent effect upon the nerves of animal life. 
As the experiments of Dr. Porcher are directly corroborative of 
those made by the writer, and confirmatory of the utility of the 
plant in all cases where there is a duggish or torpid condition of 
the Biomaoh, the intestines, the liver, the kidneys, or the uterus — 
producing costiveness, dyspepua, amenorrhoDa, dysmenorrhcBa, and 
the various functional derangements which are so commonly to be 
met with — it must be evident that this plant possesses valuable 
properties, which render it well worthy the attention of the enlight- 
ened practitioner. Within the past year, several articles have been 
published m regard to it, of such a nature as to attract consid- 
erable attention ; and, although some of the statements made in 
regard to it are certainly erroneous, and others may prove to be too 
strong and positive, it seems entirely proper to place them on 
record, and in the way of repeated and thorough tests.'' 

The Am. Medical Times has the following letter by Fred. W» 
Morris, M. D., Resident Physician of the Hsdifax Visiting Dispen- 
sary 2 ^^Sir — ^You have by this time, in all probability, heard some- 
thing of an extraordinary discovery for the cure of small-pox, by 
the use of *• Sarracenia purpurea,' or Indian cup, a native plant of 
]Nova Scotia. I would beg of you, however, to give full publicity 
to the astonishing fact, that this same humble bog-plant of Nova 
Scotia is the remedy for small-pox, in all its forms, in twelve hours 
after the patient has .taken the medicine. It is also as curious as it 
is wonderful that, however alarming and numerous the eruptions, 
or confluent and frightful thev may be, the peculiar action of the 
medicine is such that very seldom is a scar left to tell the story of 
the disease. I will not enter upon a physiological analysis now ; it 
will be sufficient for my purpose to state, that it cures the disease 
as no other medicine does — not by stimulating functional re-agencv, 
but by actual contact with the virus in the blood, rendering \t 
inert and harmless ; and this I gather from the fact that if 
either the vacdne or variolous matter be washed with the infusion 
of the Sarrmoeniai they are deprived of their contagious properties. 
49 
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The medicine, at the same time, is so mild to the taste, that it majr 
be mixed largely with tea or coffee, as I have done, and given to 
connoisseurs in these beverages to drink, without their being 
aware of the admixture. Strange, however, to say, it is scarcely 
two years since science and the medical world were utterly ignorant 
of this great boon of Providence; and it would be dishonorable in 
me not to acknowledge that had it not been for the discretion of 
Mr. John Thomas Lane, of Lanespark, County Tipperary, Ireland, 
late of Her Majesty's Imperial Customs of Nova Scotia, to whom 
the Meo-Mac Indians had given the plant, the world would not now 
be in possession of the secret. No medical maiv before me had ever 
put this medicine upon trial, but in 1861, when the whole Province 
of Nova Scotia was in a panic, and patients were dyine at the rate 
of twelve and a half per cent., from May to August, Mr. Lane, in 
the month of May, placed the *' Sarracenia ' id my hands to decide 
upon its merits ; and, after my trials then and since, I have been 
convinced of its astonishing efficacy. The only functional influence 
it seems to have, is in promoting the flow of urine, which soon 
becomes limpid and abundant, and this is owing perhaps to the 
defecated poison or changed virus of the disease exclusively escap- 
ing through that channel. The * Sarracenia,' I have reason to 
believe a powerful antidote for all contagious diseases, lepra, 
measles, varicella, plague, contagious typhus, and even syphilis, 
also a remedy in jaundice. I am strongly inclined to thmk it 
will one day play an important part in all these.'' 

Report hj Dr. Herbert Miles, of the British army: — ^'* Early 
in the last winter a small coasting vessel landed a portion of her 
crew at an obscure seaboard village a few miles ftom Hali&x, N. S. 
These persons were sick with small-pox, and the disease soon 
spread, first among the cottagers, with whom the fishermen mixed, 
and subsequently among those from the capital, who resorted to the 
village for purposes of trade. Through the early weeks of spring, 
rumor constantly asserted that vast numbers of the seafaring popu- 
lation were attacked with the complaint ; but it was not until early 
in March that the large Civil Hospital of Halifax, by the number 
of its weekly admissions for variola, began to corroborate rumor, 
and to authenticate the justice of public anxiety. The disease, in 
process of time, extended to the troops in the garrison, but the 
proportion of attacks to those among the civil population, was singu- 
larly small. While certain portions of the inhabitants of Halitiax 
were suffering from the epidemic, alarming accounts reached that 
place, relative to the terrible ravages of the scourge amone the 
Indians, and colored people generally. Variola is the special fSague 
of the Indians ; and when they are invaded by this pestilence, it 
sweeps them off by scores. Like the fire of the prairies, it passes 
over their encamping grounds, destroying all of human kind in its 

ath. On this occasion the most painful details were given of whole 
bilies being carried off by this loathsome disease. Afker some 
time, however, it was said that the pestilence had been stayed. 
One of the Indian race, it was asserted, had come into the disease- 
stricken camp, possessed of a preparation which had the extraordi>- 

■ N 
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nary power of onring the kind of cases that had hitherto proved so 
&tal. This remedy was believed by the Indians to be so effica* 
cious, that if given to them when attacked with small-pox, they 
looked forward with confidence to a speedy and effectual core. An 
old weird Indian woman was the fortunate possessor of the remedy 
in question. She had always been known as the Doctress of her 
tribe, and had enjoyed celebrity for many years in consequence of 
her reputed knowledge of Medicine, and wonderful acquaintance 
with the herbs and roots of the woods. So well established was 
her fame among the Indians, that when sick they resorted to her 
in preference to the white doctors, whom they considered to be 
•No good.' Captain Hardy, of the Royal Artillery, an accom- 
plished and intelligent officer, who has been for years among the 
Indians, says that *' the old squaw's remedy had long been known 
to them as an infallible cure for small-pox,' and that *• the Indians 
believe it to be successful in every case.' From the information 
gathered from the Indians, the following observations have been 
oarefuUv sifted : 1. In the case of an individual suspected to be 
under the influence of small-pox, but with no distinct eruption upon 
him, a wine-glassful of an infusion of the plant, ^ Sarracenia pur- 
purea,' or pitcher-plant is to be taken. The effect of this dose is to 
bring out the eruption. After a second and third dose, given at 
intervals of from four to six hours^ the pustules subside, apparentlv 
losing their vitality. The patient feels better at the end of each 
dose, and in the graphic expression of the *Mec-Mac,' 'knows there 
is a change within him at once.' 2. In a subject already covered 
with the eruption of small-pox in the early stage, a dose or two 
will dissipate the pustules, and subdue the febrile symptoms. The 
nrine from being scanty and high-colored becomes pale and abund- 
ant, whilst from the first dose the feelings of the patient assure him 
that ' the medicine is killing the disease.' Under the influence of 
the remedy, in three or four days the prominent symptoms of the 
constitutional disturbance subside, although as a precautionary 
measnre, the sick person is kept in the camp until the ninth day. 
No marks of the eruption (as regards pitting, etc.,) have been left 
in cases examined, if treated b^ the remedy. 8. With regard to 
the medicine acting (as is believed by the Indians) in the way 
of a preventive, in *those exposed to infection, it is curious 
to note, that in the camps where the remedy has been used, 
the people keep a weak infusion of the plant prepared, and 
take a dose occasionally during the day, so as to ' keep 
the antidote in the blood.''' 

We find also that the followine result of a trial of the 
Sarracenia has been communicated to the London Times 
by Mr. Cosmo G. Logic, Surgeon-Major Royal Horse Guards 
(Blue). Eleven men of Mr. Logic's regiment, which is stationed at 
Windsor, contracted the disease. After expressing his disbelief in 
the perfect protecting power of vaccination, he writes : '^ Some 
time ago, seeing a paper written by Assistant Surgeon Miles, of 
the Royal Artillery, on the efficacy of the North American plant, 
called the Sarracenia purpurea, or pitcher-plant, in the treatment 
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of sm&ll-pox among the Indians, my colleagne (Mr. Agnis) and 
myself have given this remedy. Four of the cases in my hospital 
have been severe confluent cases; they have, throughout the disease, 
all been perfectly sensible, have had excellent appetites, been free 
from pain, and have never felt weak. The effects of this medidne 
which I have carefully watched, seemed to arrest the development 
of the pustules, killing, as it were, the virus from within, thereby 
changing the character of the disease and doing away with the 
eause of pitting, and thus avoiding the necessity of gntta percha 
and India rubber applications, or opening the pustules. In my 
opinion, all anticipations of disfigurement from pitting may now he 
calmed, if this medicme is given from the commencement of the dis- 
ease." 

A proximite analysis of the Sarracenia by Theobald Froh^ 
wein, of New York, gave : " Organic elements — ^traces of volatile 
«il, gum, starch, vegetable albumen, tannin, resin, bitter principle, 
with acid reaction and extractive matter. Inorganic elements— 
sulph. lime, carb. acid, sulph. acid, phosph. acid, traces of lime, 
magnes., potass, and soda, iron and silicic acid." A committee of 
the New York Med. Society (Allopathic) made a report on Sarra- 
cenia, which will be found in full, pages 7 and 19, American Med. 
Times, Jan., 1864. Thev thus close their report : ** Your committee 
has endeavored to lay before the Society the history and recorded 
experience thus far in the use of the Sarracenia purpurea, for the 
treatment of small-pox ; and, m conclusion, would respectfully sub- 
mit the following as their deductions from the testimony here 
accumulated :-~lst. That the analyses already made of the plant do 
not give any active principle or elements which would faidicate any 
great medicinal potency. 2d. That the discoverers and advocates 
of the specific remedial power of the Sarracenia purpurea over 
variola mtve given, apparently, too great credit to the ^post boo' 
circumstances, as being ^ propter hoc ' influences, (one reason for 
this latter inference being suggested by the loose, unsoieatifie, and 
eulogistic style of the communications). And, 8rd, that the reliable 
experience thus far, appears to preponderate against the remedial 
efficacy of this plant in those forms of disease which do not ffene- 
rally recover under the administration of ordinary remedies.'* 
From these allopathic deductions we dissent. 1. The analysis 
showing the presence of sulph. lime, carb. acid, sulph. acid, phosph. 
acid, and traces of lime, magnes., potass, and soda, and silicic acid, 
also tannin, bitter principle, etc., would evince that it is a remedy 
of considerable power, rather than an inert substance. 2. Although 
the reports have been exaggerated in many instances, the recom- 
mendations, homoeopathic and allopathic, are too numerous to be 
discarded. 

The testimony relates to the empirical use of the plant. 
Until we obtain a thorough proving, we shall not have any relir 
able data for its hom<Bopathic application. 
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SCUTELLARIA LATERIFOLIA. 

{ScuU Cap.) 

This is an indigenous plant, growing in most parts of the United 
States, in woods, meadows, and near small streams and ponds. 
There are several varieties of this plant, and they should not be 
confounded with each other by our pharmaceutists. The trAo^ />/an^ 
is cfficinal; it should be gathered while in flower. The tincture is 
best when made from the green herb. For my estimate of the gen- 
eral therapeutic and pathogenetic effects of this plant, I would refer 
the reader to my notice of the Cypripedium pubescens ; not that I 
consider these two remedies as possessing identical jproperties, but 
they are such close analogues,,and affect the system m such a aim* 
Uar manner, generally, that many of my remarks applied to Cypri- 
pedium, will be applicable to Scutellaria. I have used the latter in 
diseases of children^ and affections of the nervous system^ simi- 
lar to those in which I recommended the former, and with like 
good results. That a careful preying would elicit different symp- 
toms, I do not doubt. If I were to attempt a differential estimate 
of the two remedies, I should say that the Scutellaria affected the 
spinal cord more^ and the brain less^ than the Cypripedium. I 
believe this statement will be verified by experience and observa- 
tion. As substantiation, in nart, of this opinion, I quote the follow- 
ing from Jones and Soudaer's Materia Medica: ''It has been 
found remarkably efficacious in Chorea, or St Vitus' dance. Dr. 
Beach states that he has cured a great number of cases with it. We 
have used it in several instances with apparent benefit. In cases of 

freat nervous excitement, with severe tremors, also in attacks of 
elirium tremens, it has in several cases afiforded prompt relief/* It 
has been highly extolled in many of the nervous and spasmodic 
afifeotions so very common among women. It has attracted much 
attention in Hydrophobia^ and at one time it enjoyed a high repu- 
tation in the treatment of that formidable disease, although the 
same reliance is not now placed on it that was some years ago ; still, 
it is resorted to,. both as a prophylactic and curative agent, in 
oases of canine madness. Testimony is not wanting to establish 
the fact that many persons have been bitten by rabid animals, and 
avoided the development of the disease by the free use of Scutel- 
laria ; while others, bitten at the same time, by the same animal, 
became hydrophobic. So many circumstances may concur to pre? 
vent the inception of the canine virus at the time of the bite— as 
the interference of clothes, or the speedy removal of it from the 
parts bitten and thus preventing it from being absorbed — that we 
must view many of the cases said to have been cured by the exhi- 
bition of this article, as highly equivocal. '' A physician, bitten 
by a mad dog, has assured me," says Rafinesque, '' that himself, 
alone, had avoided the disease by using it, while others bitten by 
the same dog, died.'' Pr. Yandesveer, who is said to have intro- 
duced it to the notice of the profession in 1772, or, rather, to have 
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discovered its propbylactive powers against hydrophobia, is said to 
have prevented 400 persons, and 1000 cattle from becoming 
hydrophobic ; and his son is said to have relieved or cured forty 

Srsons who had been bitten, by the use of the same agent. These 
rorable reports of its efficacy are strongly questioned, and even 
denied by eminent physicians, while many of the reformed school 
report very favorably of its efficacy in that disease. It would 
seem that there aught to be some grains of truth among so much 
testimony. My observations have not fallen u^on any such oases ; but 
in one patient to whom I gave the Scutellaria, first dec, for a ner- 
vous anection, its administration was always followed by the symp* 
tom—*' spasmodic or constrictive closing of the jaws, and a tigh^ 
nes8 of the muscles of the face." A proving might elicit symptoms 
which would account for its efficacy in hydrophobic conditions. I 
have used it successfully in several cases of tremora^ and twitchingi 
of the limbs, in tvphoid fever; also in mild form of hysterio 
spasms, nervous irntation in pregnant females, etc. ; doses same as ' 
recommended for Cypripedium. 



SENECIO GRACILIS. 

{Zif$ Root, JJnkwan. FemaU ReguUHwr,^ 

This plant is indigenous, growing in rocky, poor ground, in many 
parts of the United States. The S* aureus and some other species 
possess similar pi operties, though not near as active. The whole 
nerb is medicinal. The root gi-ows just below the surface of the 
ground, and runs along horizontally. It is from half an inch to six 
or eight inches in length, and about two lines in diameter ; reddish 
or purplish externally, purplish - white internally, with an aromatic 
taste, and having scattered fibers. It is found in the shops, mixed 
with the leaves, etc. It yields its best properties to alcohol. The 
Senecin is the concentrated, active principle of the Senecio erad- 
lis. It is a greenish brown powder, of a peculiarly pungent smeU and 
taste. We can use the dilutions from tne tincturey prepared from 
the green plant, and triturations from the Senecin. 

GiEKBBAL Effscts. — ^This medicine belongs peculiarly to the 
eclectic practice; or did<f until I introduced it to the notice of the 
homceopathic school a few years since. It has been decreed to be 
emmenagogue, diaphoretic, diuretic, expectorant, alterative, tonio, 
and is said to have a peculiarly specific, regulcUing influence on the 
functions of the female generative organs. We have not been able 
to obtain any reliable proving, but present the following clinical 
suggestions and experience. 
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Iferroii Sjstein*— Althongh its iDflaence on the nerrons system 
is.not mentioued by any writer, yet my observations have convinced 
me that it ranks with Coffea, Chomomiila, Yalerian, and Amber- 
gris, and is in many respects a '^ nervine.'' It has been suggested 
by those familiar with its use, that it acts as a nervine, by subdof 
ing the irritation of the uterine organs, and thus prevents the ner- 
vous irritation, which mi^ht have been of a reflex character. This 
may be the true explanation of its action. It has a great reputation 
among the country people, who, under thename of '* Unknm'' (anama 
borrowed from the Aborigines) and " Wild Valerian,*' use it 
extensively for nervousness, hysteria, lowness of spirits, and sleep- 
lesness, especially when these conditions occur in females. Under 
the head of '^Or^ns of Qeneration," will be found a case which 
illustrates its action in this regard. 

Mneons Memlinines. — I am strongly impressed with the idea that 
this remedy acts upon the mucous tissues sirailariy to Pulsatilla. 
It causes increased secretion from the bronchial, intestinal, and vagi- 
nal mucous membranes, and has been found curative in abnormal 
conditions characterized by mucous discharges. It seems to me to 
be indicated when a catarrhal affection has appeared in one orgauy 
and caused^ or is consequent^ upon the suppression of a natural 
discharge in another ; thus, profuse leucorrhcea, or a bronchial, and 
even a nasal catarrh will set m upon the suppression of the menses, 
or appear in place of the menses. A catarrhal diarrhoea often 
appears at such times. It is in these conditions that Pulsatilla and 
Senecio prove so successful as curative agents, by curing the 
catarrhal discharge, and permitting the natural functions to go on* 
The Senecio has also proved useful in hcBmorrhages from mucous 
surfaces, appearing upon the suppression of habitual discharges. 

Skin. — ^It causes, in large doses, free perspiration. 

Sleep. — Has proved curative in obstinate sleeplesness, or rest- 
less, uneasy sleep. 

f CTer. — ^Is considered by some as a " febrifuge,*' but probably 
is not indicated in any but oaiarrhcU fever, in which condition it 
seems indicated. 

Head) etc. — From some experience with this remedy I would 
suggest its use in catarrhal he^tdache ; also in catarrhal affections of 
the eyes, nose, and ears, particularly if these occur after suppres- 
sed perspiration, or menstrual discharge. 

Gastric and Intestinal. — ^It may prove useful in certain nervous 
affections ; also catarrhal conditions of the bowels. It is said to 
have been used successfuly in dysentery and diarrhma (catarrhal). 

Vrlnary Organs. — Increased flow of urine ; clear, limpid urine ; 
frequent and profuse urination. 

Clinical Rbm arks. — ^This medicine has long had an extensive 
reputation in domestic practice as a diuretic, and used as such in 
cases of dropsy, suppression of urine, and irritable bladder; ^' As a 
diuretic it has been employed with advantage in calculoas affi^ 
tions to subdue the irritation." (|EL 8.) ^*It ia sud to be diuretic and 
apeciflo in strangury.** (K.) In those anasarooos atatea which- 
attend chlorosis, or attacks of women at the olimaoterie ags^ and aeeia 
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to be cansed remotely by some disorder of the generative organs, 
the Senecio gracilis may prove a very efficient remedy ; also in 
ovarian dropsy, or dropsy occnrring after sappression of the 
menses. The Senecio aureus is said to possess more specific action 
on the renal organs than the S. gradlb. Dr. Small has used it 
with benefit in some affections of the kidneys and bladder ; also 
in diabetes. 

Generative Orpins of Men. — ^It is recommended by some 
physicians for the cure of gonorrhoea, in which it is asserted 
to have been used with benefit. 

Generative Organs of Women.— It is upon these organs that 
the Hknecio is reputed to exert its peculiar and specific carative 
influence. In accordance with the plan I proposed in the preface 
to this work, I shall proceed to give the suggestions, clinical 
experience, etc., of the eclectic and allopathic sonools, and then 
that of our own school, together with my own. From the 
testimony thus adduced, the reader can come to some con- 
clusion as to the value of the remedy. *'It exerts an especial 
influence upon the female reproductive organs. In Amenor- 
rhoea, not connected with some structural lesion, it has proved 
very efficacious. In dysmenor rhoea it has also proved valuable. 
It IS serviceable in menorrhagia, administered both at the time 
of the discharge and diu*ing the interval.'' — {King)* ^^It app^rs 
to exert a specific influence upon the uterine orffans, and may 
with propriety be termed a titerine tonic* We nav<b employed 
it in many cases of Amenorrhoea^ both in retention and sup- 
pression, and almost invariably with the most g^tifying results; 
indeed, so certain is it to restore the uterine secretion, when 
suppression does not depend upon organic disease, that we 
almost view it as a specific. Its action is peculiar; it seems to 
possess the power of restoring the secretion when suppreased; 
of promoting it when deficient ; of alleviating pain in dysmenor- 
rhosa, and of controlling or lessening the secretion when rodun- 
dant ; hence one of its common names, ^^feniaie regulator f *^ We 
have employed it to check free and too long continued lochiid 
discharjges, after other remedies had failed, and with the most 
gratifying results. It has proved a valuable remedy in lenoor- 
rhoea, and in displacements of the uterus, attended with drag- 
ging pains in the lower part of the abdomen and pelvio 
region, and with leucorrhoeal discharges, when oombined with 
Tnlliura." {Jones <fc Scuddefa^ Mat. Med.) " Senecin has proved 
eminently successful in the treatment of Amenorrhosa. When 
the obstruction has arisen from cold, this remedy in connection 
with warm al|:aline pediluvia is generally sufficient. When the 
affection is uncomplicated, we know of no remedy so generally 
reliable. It operates kindly and without excitement, and the 
catamenial flow is restored in a manner so natural that the 
patient is scarcely aware of being under the influence of medicine.^ 
" We have derived equally happy effects from the employment 
of Senecin in the treatment of Dyemenorrhcea. The most 
beneficial results are obtained by exhibiting it daring thd 



SENECIO GRACILIS. 398 

intermenstrual period. It acts as a special tonic upon the 
Vterine system, invigorating the menstrual function, and restoring 
^uiiibrium of action. If the menstrual secretion be profuse use 
Trillin in combination. If acantyy Macrotin or Baptisin may be 
employed." (alternated). "We have been equally successful 
with the Senecin in the treatment oi Menorrhagia. It may 
seem somewhat paradoxical to the readet that we should 
prescribe the same remedy in what are generally conceived 
to be opposite states of the system. (Here Dr. Coe, launches 
out into a verbose explanation of the reason why this remedy 
is thus indicated, but his logic is lame, and based upon ia« 
correct physiological doctrines.) " No matter in which direction 
the scale may oe turned if we can but restore and equalize 
the functional activity of the parts, we shall effect a cure. For 
this purpose we employ the Senecin simply because it possesses 
the power of recalling or restoiing lost or healthful action. 
This then explains the seeming paradox of giving the same 
remedy in dissimilar derangement of the same organ.'' Chlorosis 
is another of those incidental female affections in which the 
Senecin will be found an excellent remedy. It is particularly 
servicable when the chlorosis occurs in a strumous diathesis.'' 
(Coe^a concent org, med). The following cas3 treated with 
Senecio gra., is reported to me by Dr. A. R. Smart : A lady, aged 
forty-eight, presented the following symptoms : inability to slefep, 
nervous irritability, loss of appetite, coated tongue, bowels con- 
stipated, constant feeling of lassitiude, disinclined to move about, 
wandering pains in the back and shoulders ; had been in this 
condition six months, during which time the catamefnia, which^ 
previous to this, had been regular in appearance^ have not 
appeared; has been treated allopathically for the last three 
months, with no permanent benefit. I gave Macrotin^ Sepia^ 
Secede comutuniy Zificum vol., PulsatiUay Cypripedium etc., 
with but little or no success. At last the Senecio was given in 
doses of twenty drops, three times per day ; this was followed 
by a marked improvement, and after the lapse of one week 
she reported herself able to sleep well all night. Under the 
continued use of the remedy all the symptoms disappeared in 
the space of two weeks longer. A relapse presenting the same 
phenomena, which occured about six months later, was in like 
manner cured by the Senecio. The following case was reported 
by me to the Amer. Hom. Observer (Vol. 1, No 3). A lady, the 
mother of one child, had had an abortion three years ago, and 
another— at the second month of pregnancy — four months since. 
Since the date of the last abortion she had suffered much from pain- 
ful menstruation, which had not been the case previously. The 
menses came on too soon — every three weeks ; were very profuse, 
lasting eight or nine days ; and were accompanied with a great deal 
of pain, of a cutting, grinding character, referred to the region of 
the sacrum, hypoeastrium and groins. She was pale, weak, and 
** nervous," and had a slight cougn, generally at night. Thinking 
this a good case in which to test the vaunted virtues of the Senecio 
50 
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gracilU^ I prescribed five drops of the mother tincture three times 
a day, and continued its use until the next menstrual period. To 
the patient's gratification and my own, the menses appeared at 
their proper time (in 29 dayp), and were normal in quantity, and 
unaccompanied with pain or suffering of any kind. Since reporting 
the above case I have treated several cases of a similar nature, and 
with success. In one case the first dec. dilution was used; in 
another the first of Senecin, and in still another the second decimal. 
I have used it in but one case of Amenorrhoea ; Pulsatilla failed to 
restore the discharge, but Senecin second, apparently had the 
desired effec*. 

Respiratory rrgans.— Increased secretion from the bronchial 
mucous membrane ; loose cough ; rattling in the chest. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^It affects the respiratory organs in a 
manner somewhat similar to Asclepias tub., Dulcamara and Pulsa- 
tilla. "In coughs, colds, and other complaints of the chest, Senecin 
in one of the most valuable remedies we possess. It is especially 
serviceable in mucus coughs?'^ (Dr. Coe.) "It has acquired con- 
siderable reputation in chronic coughs, catarrhal affections, haemop* 
tysis, incipient phthisis, attended with troublesome cough, tfie 
result of obstructed menstruation^ with unequivocal advantage. 
(J. & S. Mat. Med.) I have used it in a few cases of cough 
occurring in females, according to the indication given above, it 
seemed to act admirably. These suggestions may seem bare and 
valueless, unless backed up by more pathogenetic symptoms. But 
it must be recollected that many of our best remedies started from 
just such small beginnings. 

The following case reported by Dr. Thomas Irish, to the 
American Homceopathic Observer, seems to prove that it ranks 
high as a remedy in pulmonary affections. "In the year 
1822, in the State of New York, I was taken suddenly with 
profuse haemorrhage from the left lung. Physicians were sent 
for; consultation took place; they manifested much wisdom in 
endeavoring to stay the red current of life by tapping my 
arm. The blood refused to flow in that direction, but the lung 
continued to perform its office in opposition to these endeavors to 
change its current, by cutting the cephalic vein. All to no purpose; 
the life current continued to flow until it would hardly stain a white 
cloth. They gave me up as lost without hope, and then gave 
rules and ordered medicine taken. I refused to take medicine. 
I became a living skeleton ; the dry, hacking cough, the hectic 
flush and sleepless nights were my companions for dav and night 
for about five months, and still living in opposition to the 
wisdom of the prophets, I was in the daily habit of wandering 
about the fields on ray father's farm, and pulling and testing of 
roots and herbs. The Senecio was before me, near a small stream. 
I tasted and was impressed to try its virtues. I had it gathered, 
roots and tops — a pailful, and prepared a strong decoction, of 
which I took half a table-spoonful four times a day. Improve- 
ment set in soon after commencing the use of the Senecio. 
In six weeks the cure seemed complete. This was in the fall. I 
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continued well through the winter ; in the spring went to work ; 
in a month was prostrated by hsBmorrhai^e from the lung again; 
continued to work until Mi, A^ainthe life root was taken, chewing 
the root and drinking a tea of the same. Again, contrary to the 
expectation of all, hemh was mine in the spring of 1824. I came 
to Michigan^ worked hard all summer; in fall was taken sick; 
continued feeble until spring. At every attack of the disease the 
lun^s would sympathize, so as to have it terminate in a lung fever 
with bloody expectoration. I employed no physician, but always 
used the Cure- All, as I often called it. In the too free use of the 
green root it proved a laxative, which was not favorable to the 
healing process. At every attack, for eleven years or more, of lung 
fever, which were many, I always used the same remedy with the 
same success. I have never known it used in such attacks without 
some benefit, and the number would be hundreds. I saw the 
blood spirt the size of a common straw from a cut in the leg. The 
Senecio, roots and tops bruised and applied, immediately stopped 
the blood ; it was the only dressing. The person was not kept from 
his work an hour in all. It was a bad cut, and healed in a few days. 
It is the best dressing for cuts, bruises and sores, known to me. 
It has more power over diseases of the Uterine Organs than any 
other medicinal plant, in my opinion. In Erysipelas it has with 
me proved a useful remedy, internally and externally." 

It would seem by the last paragraph to have a general cura- 
tive influence over h«Bmorrhage, making it analogous upon some 
points with Erigeron, Trillium, and Lycopus. With this I leave 
the consideration of the plant, and hope my colleagues will 
prove it, and at the same time collect climcal data, illustrating the 
sphere of the remedy. 



SILPHIUM LACINIATUM. 

{Comfosi Weed,) 

This is an indigenous, perennial plant, found on the prairies of 
the United States, from Michigan southward to Texas. The lower 
leaves present their edges nortti and south, hence the name '^ com- 

Dr.. King, speaking of the S. gnmmiferum and S. laciniatum, 
says : ** They are emetic in decoction. They have effected cures 
in intermittent fever, and are beneficial in dry, obstinate coughs. 
Said to have cured heaves in horaes." 

I>r. A. E. Small, uses and advises it in asthma and moist coughs 
with dyspnoea. Its present use in our school is quite limited, and 
until we have a thorough proving of the plant, we do not expect it 
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wUl be mncii favored. The testimony, however, of homcBopathio 
physicians, in regard to its curative power in gleet^ is nneqmvocal. 
In the acute stage of gonorrhoea it does not appear to be of mndi 
service, but in the chronic stage, as well as in biennorrhoea, leucor- 
rboea, and vesical catarrh, it is of great value. 

We hear of its use in allopathic practice in nasal catarrh, 
asthma, and other diseases of the respiratory organs. 

It is doubtless an analogue of Copaiva, Thuya, etc., and possesses 
similar properties. The peculiar range of action of the Silphiom 
remains to be developed by fhture provings. 



STICTA PULMONAMA. 

*Nov. 9th, 1859, 1 commenced provin^ir thb plant, having pre* 
viously prepared a strong tincture. At 7 o'ok)ok, ▲. M., I took 
ten drops of tincture. About one hour after I had sharp, darting 
pains in the. aiuns, legs, and shoulders, commencing first in the 
mpscles of the arms, then in the finger-joints and shoulders ; next 
in the thighs, knee-joints, and toes ; also dull sensation in the head^ 
with sharp, darting pahis through the vertex, side of the face, and 
lower jaw. There was a feeling of fulness at the root of the nose 
and in the left hypochondriac region. These symptoms were well 
marked ; they continued for two or three hours, and were followed 
by a general feeling of dullness of two or three hours duration. 

Nov, 10th, 7 o'clock, a. if., took ten drops. The symptoms 
which followed were similar to those produced by the first dose. 
There was also, a dull, oppressive pain in the cardiac region ; slight 
oppression of the lungs ; dull pam in the right hypoohondrium. 
Duration from three to four hours. 

Nov. llth, took at 7 o'clock, a. m., twenty drops of the 
tincture. About one hour after, I experienced the previous 
dull sensation in the head, with dull, heavy pressure in the 
forehead and roots of the nose; darting pains in the tempo- 
ral region ; burning in the eyelids, with soreness of the ball on 
closing the lids, or turning the eyes. There were burning, biting, 
sticking pains all over the body ; lancinating pain in the second 
joint of the middle finger; inability to concentrate the mind upon 
any one subject; a general confusion of ideas. The above symp- 
toms continuf^d to increase in intensity during the entire day, 
and most of them continued until the 13th, without repeating the 
drug. 

* Partial proTing and cUnieal olMerrationt bv 8. F. Buidtok, M« D., from the lioirtli Anw- 
ioan Journal of Homceopathy. iSticta Sylvaticaj 
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Olinioal Obsebtations.— -1. A few weeks previous to the 
above experiments, I was attacked with catarrh of the head, to 
which I was subject, and had been for five years ; at times it was 
very severe, obliging me to keep my room for a week at a time^ 
The above attack was one of the severest I had ever experienced. 
I discharged- quantities of bloody pus from the nose and throat, and 
it left me with a distressing cough, and oppression of the iung«| 
causing the feeling of a hard mass collected in them. The cough 
was at first dry and hacking, from tickling in the larynx, which 
finally extended to the lungs. During the day I was comparatively 
free from cough, but it returned every evening about 6 o'clock, and 
would continue the entire night, being almost incessant. I could 
not sleep nor lie down. All treatment failed to afford the slightest 
relief^ and I had become completely worn out from the cough and 
want of sleep. I now prepared a tincture from Sticta, and put s 
few drops in a tumbler of water. At I o'clock, p. m., I took a tear 
spoonful, and continued to repeat it every hour during the after- 
noon. At 10 o'clock, p. M., my cough had not returned, as I had 
coughed but once or twice during the evening, but on retiring that 
night there was a slight return, lasting perhaps for a half hour» 
after which I slept quietly all night. The next day I took of the 
medicine several times, and had no return of cough. 

2.*— Some two weeks after, I took a slight cold, which brought 
on catarrh in the head again. There came with it a slight cough, 
which incressed, and in the evening it was quite troublesome. I 
took of Sticta two or three times during the evening ; and, to my 
great surprise, I awoke the next morning perfectly free from 
catarrh and cough. These results of trials of Sticta on myself in 
disease, induced me to attempt the proving above reported. The 
following notes of cases treated by Uiis remedy may show its ordi- 
nary operations in the forms of disease in which its powers have 
been most fireqnentlv tested. 

8. — ^Dec. 12th, Mrs. S had taken a severe cold, had a 

hard', racking cough, aggravated by every inspiration, and there was 
considerable oppression of the chest. At 6 o'clock, p. m., I gave 
her Sticta tincture, a few drops in a tumbler of water, a tea-spoons 
ful to be taken every half hour. The next morning she coughed 
but very little, saia she was well, and the medicine was discon- 
tinued. A fbw days after she was caught out in the rain, got her 
feet wet, took a severe cold, and coughed worse than before. In 
the evening I gave her Sticta as before ; the cough ceased after she 
had taken a few doses; and the next morning she was feeling 
quite well. 

4. — Janufuy, 1860, Mr. B— — — , aged fifty-six years, was suffer- 
ing from soreness of the throat of long standing, I gave Mercurius 
third, with favorable results. A few days after, I found him suffer- 
ing fh>m ooryza, I gave him Sticta tincture, a few drops in a tumbler 
CI water, a teaspoonful to be taken every hour. But a few doses 
had been taken when great relief was experienced. He had been 
subject to frequent attacks of a similar character for ten or fifteen 
years. I oontinued the remedy, night and morning, for a week or 
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more, as it appeared to affect his throat favorably. While taking 
the remedy, he was exposed a good deal, and took a severe cold; 
but he was entirely free from those distressing symptoms of coryza> 
which had for many years accompanied the slightest cold. He had 
been treated by several homoeopathic physicians, bemdes taking 
quantities of allopathic medicines ; but he had never experienced 
any decided benefit from any of them. In February following, he 
had a slight attack, and I gave him Sticta tincturcgias before. He 
said the first dose gave him great relief. This was in the evening. 
The next morning he was entirely free fh>m all traces of the 
troubles of the previous evening. I met him almost daily for 
two years after, during which time he had no return of the 
disease. 

5.— The next case was that of a young lady who was subject to 
coryza. During one of these attacks, which came on in the morn- 
ing, I was requested to see her. In the afternoon I found her 
sneezing almost incessantly, with a feeling of fulness in the right 
side of the forehead, extending down to the root of the nose, with 
tingling in the right side of the nose. Sticta tincture was given 
as in previous cases. Two doses effected the cure, and the next 
day she was feeling perfectly well. Previous attacks lasted from 
three days to a week. 

6. — ^August 21st, 1862. Mr. F ^ aged fifty years, came to 

me, saying he had rheumatism all over him, and could get no reliei^ 
he said he had tried everything, had been to two or three allo- 
pathic physicians, but was getting worse every day. His troubles 
commenced about six months ago, with sharp, darting, lancinating 
pain, first in the knee-joints, then in the elbow and shoulder. The 
finger-joints were next involved, and it gradually extended to every 
joint in the body ; the pain in the neck and head were intense. At 
the present time the joints are all swollen and stiff He canpot 
sleep for the pain, and can scarcely walk. By comparing the above 
with the provmgs of Sticta pidmonariay I found a perfect type of the 
disease before me in this drug, and I at once determined to test its 
curative power ; the following are the results : — ^I gave Sticta Ist, 
five drops^to a tumbler of water, a table-spoonful to be taken every 

hour. August 23. — Mr. F reports himself greatly improved ; 

pains not so severe — ^has slept better. Sticta 1st, as before. Aug. 
26th. — Reports a great deal better ; can walk better than at any 
time during the past five months ; pain in the head and neck gone ; 
all the pains are less severe, and the joints are not so much swollen. 
Continued Sticta, Ist, as before. Aug. 28th. — Reports himself 
entirely well ; has no pain ; swelling all gone ; says he feels better 
than at any time dunng the past nine months ; stiffness of the 
joints all gone ; he is getting young again, and walks as sprightly 
as a young man. 

1. — At the time the above was under treatment, I was also 
treating a Mrs. G— , aged about forty, for rheumatism of the 
wrist-joints. She had been under treatment for nearly three 
months, with very little, if any, improvement. The wrists and 
hands, with little if any redness ; very painful on moving them. I 
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bad given her nearly all the remedies that are usually given in rhen- 
matic tronbles ; none of them had afforded relief to any extent. 
After the results produced in the last ease by Sticta, I determined 

to try it in the case of Mrs. G . I accordingly gave her five 

drops, first, in a tumbler of water, a tablespoonful every two hours. 
On the second day after, I called, and on entering tne room, she 
exclaimed, ^ Doctor, you have done it this time !" To my great 
surprise, I found her sewing. The pain and swelling were nearly 
gone. Sticta, first, was continued for a few days, and the cure was 
permanent. (This last case is reported from memory.) 

8. — ^Aug. 20th. Mrs. M came to me, complaining of 

headache with severe pain in the eyes, which felt very sore on 
closing the lids or turning the eye-ball. The pains and soreness as 
she described them, were very similar to those I experienced while 
making the above provings, and I prescribed Sticta, first, five drops 
to a tumbler of water, a tablespoonful to be ^taken every two hours. 
Aug. 27th. — Reports ereatly relieved soon after taking the medi- 
cine. Sticta continued as before. Aug. 28th — Reports perfectly 
well. 

9. — ^In the month of February, 1862, while treating a patient 
very susceptible to the influence of medicine, I had administered 
Sticta one-tenth. Very soon after taking it she said, ♦' Doctor, I 
feel that medicine all over me." In a few months after, she said 
her leg felt as though it was floating in the air, feeling light and 
airy, without any sensation of resting upon the bed ; this continued 
for some time, and gradually passed ofll 

10. -Mrs. F , age about forty years, had hemorrhage of 

the bowels. She had lost large quantities of blood during the pre- 
vious weeks, looked pale and ghastly, and could scarcely walk, she 
had become so reduced. I gave Hamamelis, which arrested the 
hemorrhage ; but ^he could not sleep, and had not for over a week; 
saying that as soon as it came night, her feet and legs would dance 
and jump around in spite of her ; so that she was compelled to 
either hold them down on the floor with her own hands, or have 
some one hold them for her; and as soon as she would lie down, 
her limbs felt as though they were floating in the air as light as 
feathers. This brought to mind what had happened to the last 
patient, and I administered Sticta, first, a few drops in a tumbler of 
water. To commence taking a tablespoonful as soon as the above 
symptoms should re-appear, and repeat every hour. The next 
morning at about six o'clock, the dancing commenced. The medi- 
cine was repeated every hour until eleven o'clock, when she slept 
for the first time in over a week, did not awaken until seven next 
morning. Medicine discontinued during the day. Next evening 
symtoms returned, but not so severe. Medicine repeated every 
hour. Fell asleep at 10, p. m. Slept quietly until awakened next 
morning. Next evening slight recurrence. Two or three doses of 
Sticta were given, and she slept quietly all night. Next evening 
no recurrence ; Sticta one or two doses ; slept at 7 . p. m., did not 
awaken until the next morning. Medicine discontinued. Recovery 
rapid without any further medication. 



400 NEW HOMCBOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

ll. — ^A lady about fifty yeau of age, complaining of attacks of 

treat anxiety about the heart. Very nervous. Sm had a good 
eal of mental trouble. Ignatia and Digitalis afforded great relief; 
but after two or three months she called, saying that she was 
troubled at night by awaking with a strange sensation about the 
heart, and for a few moments after she would feel as though she 
was floating in the air. A few doses of Sticta first, effected a comr. 

flete cure. In coughs and o(dds, it has proved very efficient. And 
have never used a remedy which has been so efficacious in procu- 
ring quiet, refreshing sleep as Sticta. I have given it when all 
other remedies have failed, and have never, save in one or two 
oases, had it disappointed me ; and now if I have a patient who 
cannot sleep, it is my first resort. I have reported two eases of 
rhematism which it has cured almost by magic. I have also g^ven 
it in several cases in which it produced not the slightest effect ; but 
in these oases there wafi not a perfect representation of the drug in 
the disease. The following cases are n*om the Case Book of the 
Northern HommcpcBthic 3i$pensarf/y New York, where this rem- 
edy has acquired some reputation : 

1. — Ellen Murphy, aged nineteen, scrofulous; had hsBmoptysis 
three years ago. Every cold, damp spell brings on cough with 
expectoration of dark blood. Suffers now with loose cough in 
the moining, expectoration less free during the day; pain in left 
side below the scapula, foul taste in the mouth, ticlding in the 
larynx and bronchia; costiveness; courses regular. Bry, 8rd« 
Aug. 5 — Pain in the left side less, other state the same. Sticta 
first. Aug. 8 — Great relief. Aug. 12— Nervous headache which 
she complained of in the temples improved. Ck>ugh ateadily 
improving. Sticta. Aug. 20 — Cured. 

2. — ^Anna Ernst, aged fifty-one, oppression in the pit of the 
stomach ; great thirst, no appetite, tongue dean^ disgust for food ; 
sofl cough with expectoration. Vertigo, restless at night. Bry. 
third. Aug. 6. — Some relief. Bry. twelfVh. Aug. 9*-Coagh the 
same. Morning cough. Symptoms of change of Ufe. Sticta first., 
Aug. 19 — Cough improving. Raises more easily, especially mor- 
nings. Sticta first. Aug. 20 — Cough well. Only some vertigo 
yet. Puis, sixth. Aug. 31 — Cough all right. Vertigo the aame. 
Cyclamen third. 

3.— Joseph Weidner, aged forty. Dyspepsia. Cannot bear 
anything tight on the stomach. Vomits phlegm. Hemorrhoids. 
Nux. Aug. 8 — Cough raw and sore. Better oUierwise. Sticta. 
Aug. 11— Cough only afler meals. Bry. Aug. 16-— Cough easier, 
but very hoarse. Puis. Aug. -20 — Cough worse, expectoration 
tighter. Bry. Aug. 24 — ^Morning cough continues. Well every 
ouier way. Bryonia. 

4. — ^Ellen Minaman, aged twenty-five. Cough for six weeks. 
Hoarseness; nightly expectoration of whitish phlegm. Sticta. 
Aug. 12 — Greatly improved. Does not cough near so much. 
Sticta. 

5. — ^Ida Hatfield, eighteen months old. Tnssis morbillosa. 
Had measles two weeks ago. Sticta. Aug. 8— Greatly improved. 
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Stieta. Aag. 17 — ^EEas whooping coagb. Stiota. Aug. 10 — State 
the 8ame» Worse at night. Corallia thirtieth. Aug. 24 — State 
the same. BelL, Ipec. Aug. 29 — ^Improying. BelL, R)ec. 

6. — ^Kate Winkler, aged fourteen. Nasal catarrh. Noae always 
dry and stofEed up; swollen with ticJcling in it Constant dripping 
down throat, whioh feels and looks raw. Tongue clean. Sticta. 
Aug. 9 — ^Iiaproying. Stiota. Aug. 12 — ^Discharges a great deal of 
phlegm, with great improvement. Sticta. Aug. 19-^Is getting 
wdL Sticta. 

7..T-Martin Wyman, aged two years, febris oatarrhalis. Aeon. 
Aug. 15 — ^Less fever. Rattling in the chest, coryaa. Sticta. Aug. 
18 — ^Improving. Stiota^ Aug* 21 — Cured. We cured a great 
many such cases with Sticta. 

8. — ^Magd. Haoser, aged forty-two. Influenza. Stiota. Sept. 
20 — Cough gone ; pressure in the chest and abdomen, more in the 
leii side. Caught cold when her coorges were on. Sticta. Oct. 
1— Cured. 

9. — ^Emma Buss, aged sixteen years, Otalgia, noise and beating 
in the back part of the head. Pimples on the &ce. Sjbiota. Sept. 
12 — Well, except the pintles. Sepia thirtieth. 

10. — ^Louis Walker, aged thirty-six. Influenza with bilious 
diarrhoea. Stieta, Sept. 7 — Improving. Sticta. 0th, cured. 

11. — Anne Wiebola, thirty-five years old. Loose cough with 
free expectoration. Worse from midnight to monung. Sdcta. 
Sept. 9-— Cured. 

12.— William Coleman, aged sixty-six. Coryza^ the result of 
sunstroke, oomes back every middle of August, when not exposed ; 
if exposed to the sun in July, it comes on then. Itching in the 
nose. When careless, it goes to the chest. Su&rs now severely 
with it in the chest and head. Sticta. Aug. 31— No better. 
Aeon. Srd. Greatly improved. Aeon. Sept. 5 — Cured; ^ever 
cored in so abort a time before. 

13. — Stephen McCue, aged four years, had measles five weelfv 
ago, whieh never came out welL Cough worse night and morning; 
eooiie emaciation ; restless sleep on account pf the cough. Sticta. 
Sept. 15^}0*-Steady improvement and cure. Sticta first. 

14^ — ^Joba Holt, a^ed seven years. Barking cough like. whoop- 
ing ooogb, from e^hm^ cold. Cured by Sticta in a few days. 

15.-^Rose Caen, aged thirteen years. Sept. 23— Had small-pox 
ft few weeks ago, sa3i has ophthalmia varilosa yet. Conjunctiva 
ittflamjed. Says she oaxmot see plainly. Pains worse when shutting 
the eyes. Sticta. Sept. 26— Great improvement. Ball clearer; 
vessda in the lower part of the eye full yet. Sticta. Sept. 29 — 
Improvement contii^ies. Sticta. Oct. 3 — Caught fresh cold. 
Keratitis and copjunctivitis with great photophobia. Aeon, fol- 
lowed by Apis. OcL 4— Improving. Apis. Kov. 6. Was nearly 
well» till she caught cold again ; has now conjunctivitis, burning 
pains, photophobia, hepatic eruption on the face. Apis during the 
day, Tr. Smph. at night. Oct. 12 — ^Improvement. Sulph. Nov. 
4-— Cured. 

16. — ^Peter Weidman, aged forty-three. Oct. 1 — Influenza, 
51 
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when cough comes on he can hardly breathe ; choking sensation in 
the throat, free expectoration ; slime coated tongue with indigea- 
tion. Sticta. Oct. 2 — State the same. Sticta. Oct. 4 — No 
improvement. Bry, Merc. Oct. 6— Cured. 

17. — Philip West, aged seven months. Oct. 3 — Diarrhoea 
mucosa, and loose cough. Sticta. Oct. 6-6 — Some rattling in the 
throat yet. Cough and diarrhoea improving. Sticta. Oct. 7— 
Only restless at night now. Oct. 9 — Cured* 

18. — Julie Eitler, aged nine months. Oct. 22 — ^Diarrhcea, den- 
tition, cough, and rattling in the chest. Passages green, like 
chopped eggs. Oct. 24 — Diarrhoea improving, but cough the same 
still. Sulph. Nov. 4 — Slimy diarrhoea again. Cough abating. 
Sulph. Nov. 12— Cured. 

1 9. — Charles Bennet, aged twelve years. Oct. 26 — Catarrh of 
the head for four years. Sneesin^ mornings with greenish dischar* 
ges ; frontal headache and epistaxis. Sticta. Oct. 25 — Less bleed- 
mg from the nose. Left foot and right arm often benumbed and 
cold. Sticta. Nov. 4 — Free from catarrh, but ftill of boils. 
Sticta. Nov. 20 — Entirely well. 

The following brief references to the Sticta are found in tke 
American Homoeopathic Observer ^ for July, 1864 : 

Dr. F. W. Bathrick cured a case of Catarrh with Sticta, after 
failure with the ordinary remedies. He proposes trying it in the 
form of inhalation. ' 

Dr. B. M. Pettitt, finding that an epidemic Influenza prevailbg 
in Cayuga county, New York, would not yield to the nsual reme- 
dies, resorted to Sticta, and had the most gratifying success. 

Timothy Baker, Esq., says, "that Mrs. Baker has been yery 
much benefitted by Sticta, used for her cough, (character of cough 
not reported.) 

Dr. Jno. C. Fall, says, " I have used the Sticta pnlmonaria with 
very happy effect. I wish I had time to write oi the remedy ta 
eoUenso^ but may in future.** 

Dr. C. W. Boyce writes, July 16th, 1864 :—•« Dr. Lodge,— 
Dear JSir: — In the July number of your * Observer,' I notice a 
reference to Sticta, in Catarrh. This remedy has been of the 
greatest value in this vicinity, in that troublesome disease. Durins 
the past spring, there was an epidemic influenza which affected 
nearly every one, and which produced symptoms quit^ unusual 
here. These consisted of an extensive dryness of the nasal mucous 
membrane, which became painful. The secretions were so quickly 
dried, th^t they were discharged after great effort, in form as hard 
as scabs ; the soft palate felt like dried leather ; deglutition became 
painful from the same cause. Often, the catarrh extended to the 
chest, leaving an irritation lasting for weeks. There was, usually, 
a distinct exacerbation in the latter part of the day, and fore part 
of the night ; the morning hours were nearly free from distresSi 
Sticta was the only remedy that rdievedJ** 
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TRILLIUM PENDULUM. 

(Birth Boot), 

This is bat one of eight species of Trilliam, growing in the 
ITorthem States. Few ot oar indi^enoas plants surpass them in 
elegance and beaatv, and they are all endowed with active medio- 
inal properties. The root of the T, atro-purpureum^ or parple 
q>ecies, is generally believed to be the most active. '^The Trillium 
has somewhat tuberous roots, having a faint, slightly terebinthinate 
odor, like cedar, and a peculiar, aromatic taste. Tannin, and a 
bitter extractive, however, form two of its active ingredients, to 
which its medicinal effects are doubtless owing." (Lee.) Nothing 
seems more ridiculous and puerile to the rational physician, par- 
ticularly the homcBopathist, than the senseless reiteration, that 
** certain drugs owe their medicinal power to the tannin^ or other 
chemical principle, which they happen to contain.'' Thus, they 
(the allopaths) decree that Trillium arrests flooding, etc., because 
it is an astringent^ and the tannin is the curative principle ; they 
blindly deny the specific {dynamic) action of drugs, and, therefore, 
are obliged to take up with all such absurd subterfuges. Geranium 
maa contains more tannin than any other plant, yet possesses no 
specific control over hemorrhages, which the Trillium imdoubtedly 
does. (H.) Prof. Lee says : — " Prom all I have observed, and can 
gather from others, I am led to believe that the Trillium is one 
of our most valuable tonics, astringents, alteratives, and especially 
beneficial in most cases of passive, atonic hemorrhages, as meuorr* 
hagia, etc. Less astringent than many other plants, it is far more 
alterative and tonic, yet it has decided efficacy, as an astringent, 
when this indication is present." The late Dr. Williams used the 

Sowdered root in all kinds of active hemorrhages, in doses of one 
rachm to an adult, repeated according to the urgency of the 
symptoms. Dr. Stone, of Mass., has made very extensive use of 
it, in all forms of bleeding, especially from the womb and lungs, 
and, as he thinks, with great and decided benefit. In the various 
forms of scrofula and cutaneous diseases, he has also seen great 
advantage from its use. In popular practice, the Birth-root is used 
in parturition, and is believed to facilitate the birth of the child, 
hence its name. Dr. Lee found it employed extensively for this 
porpose, among the Chippewa Indians, on Lake Superior. They 
also believed it to be a certain specific for the bite of the rattle- 
snake. It seemed to be their favorite remedy in all female 
complaints, especially those attended with discharges ; indeed the 
evidence in its favor, in cases of vaginal and uterine leucorrhcea, is 
very strong and satisfactory; also in passive bronchorrhoea and 
hssmoptysis." Dr, Coe (Concentrated Organic Med.) says: "Its 
dynamic influences are chiefly directed towards the mucous sur- 
mces, over which it seems to exercise a special control. Though 
mostly employed in affections of the uterine system, it is neverthe- 
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less, of great utility in the treatment of all diseases involving the 
mucous membranes. It is decidedly antiseptic, and is nsefnl in 
correcting a tendency to putrescency of the fluids, and the foetor of 
the critical discharges. Slight hemorrhages occurring from wounds, 
cancerous ulcerations, etc., may be corrected by its local 
application." 

Skin. — Applied to erysipelatous and other ulcers, it is said to 
restrain the profuse discharges; slight hemorrhages, occaning 
from wounds, cancerous uloerations, etc., may be arrested hy the 
same means. 

K«se. — "A solution of the Trillin, or the dry powder, snniKd 
up the nostrils, will immediately check an epistaxis.'' {Coe.) 
lliis use of Trillium is quite common in domestic practice. It is 
asserted, on good authority, that epistaxis may be arrested by 
smelling of the recent root. I found it to act promnthr in a case <^ 
ohsiinBte passive epistaxis, after other remedies haa failed ; it was 
given in five drop doses of the first dilution and a solution of the 
same strength, was snuffed up the nostrils. 

Teeth. — ^A small quantity of the powder, or cotton saturated 
with the tincture, introduced into the cavity from which a tooth his 
been extracted, will effectuaUy arrest the hemorrhage. 

Moath* — '^ It is useful in cancrum oris ; putrid sore throat, etc, 
and as a wash or gargle." {Coe.) 

StOMCh, etc* — Heat in the stomach; burning in the stomach; 
thirst ; increase of appetite ; heat rising up from the stomach into 
the oesophagus. 

Clinical Behasks. — The above symptoms were noticed in 
several cases from the Ist dec. trit. It is recommended in dyspepsia 
by eclectic physicians. Theoretically, I would suggest it in *^ gas- 
tric catarrh ;" erosion of the mucous coat, with hsematemesia. 

Abdomen^ Stool, etc. — Constipation ; hard, dry stool. 

Clinical Hemabks.— It is undoubtedly useful in chronic 
diarrhoea, where the discharges are mainly of mucus, or of bloody 
mucus ; in dysentery^ when the amount of blood is considerable, 
and the discharges are foetid, after the acute stage, and when the 
disease threatens to become chronic. It is evident that a remedy 
which exercises such specific power over passive discharges from 
nearly all mucous membranes, should be useful in chronic intestinal 
discharges of that character. 

Urinary Organs. — It is highly reconmiended in hsemataria. Its 
action on the urinary organs is similar to that of Uva ursi, Chim- 
aphila, and Copaiva. 2>r. JERng says : ^^ An infusion of equal parts 
of Trillium and Lycopus v. has been highly recommended for the 
cure of diabetes." Dr. Jones (Mat. Med«) asserts : ^^ I have used it 
freely in diabetes, and from the advantages derived from its use in 
those diseases, we think it merits a conspicuous place amon^ the 
list of our therapeutical agents, and one upon which much reliance 
can be placed in that formidable disease." Judging from its cura- 
tive action in other diseases, it should prove useful in chronic 
catarrh of the bladder, chronic urethritis, gleet, and even in some 
conditions found in chronic nephritis. Dr. £. G. Wheeler reports 
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tbe foQowmg cases illnstrative of its effects in flooding, mehorrhagia, 
and leucorrbcBa. {Jour, of MaL Med.^ rolAi.^ ^. 44Q.) Case 1, — 
Mrs. Q^ at the third month of pregnancy, was taken at 6 o'clock, 
A. M., with a bloody discharge from the nterns, with pain in the 
back, considerable sickness at the stomach, and occasional chills. 
I was called in at 9 o'clock ; the flooding had greatly increased 
daring the last honr, and the patient fainted as I entered the room. 
The pains had ceased — os uteri dilated to the size of a twenty-five 
cent piece, but rather tense ; loss of blood, very great. I made a 
strong infusion of the Trillium root, and gave her two table-spoon- 
fuls every ten minutes ; in half an hour the bleedmg had greatly 
diminished ; the infusion was continued, but given at rather longer 
intervals, and in two hours from the time I was called in, the 
hemorrhage had ceased altogether; pains returned during the 
following night, and the fotus was expelled with but very trifling 
loss of blood." Case 2. — ^ Was called in at 4 o'clock, p. m., to see 
Mrs. S., at the full term of pregnancy ; os uteri dilated to the size 
of a half dollar ; no pains ; flooding excessive. Administered the 
Trillium as in the preceeding ease ; it acted promptly, so that in an 
hour from the time of giving the first dose, the bleeding had 
entirely ceased. In about four hours more, labor pains came on, 
and she was shortly delivered of two healthy children, with no 
more than the usual amount of hemorrhage." Casb 3. — '^ Mrs. M., 
at about the third month of priegnancy, had had slight uterine 
hemorrhage, for two or three days previous. At 8 o'clock in the 
evening of the third day^ she became alarmed by sudden and 
excessive flooding. I was immediately called in, but her fainting 
turns were so frequent and so protracted, that I could not give the 
remedy as fast as I desired ; and notwithstanding I brought all the 
means to my aid, that I could command, I greatly feared I should 
lose my patient ; in about three hours, however, she had taken aA 
infusion, made with about> three drachms of the bruised root as 
nearly as I could judge, and the hemorrhage was perfectly con- 
trolled. Thirty-six hours afler this, pains came on, and the fostus 
was expelled without further trouble. It mav not be amiss to 
state, that I think I have fomid this remedy of decided utility in 
fliciHtating labor. I have treated cases of leucorrhoea, satisfactorily. 
The plant I made use of is the THUium atro-pvsrpureium?^ This is 
allopathic testimony, and better than the average ; it is surprising 
that the medicine was given alone. According to their general 
usage, the physician should have given it in combination with Kino, 
Plumbum aoetioum, or some powerful drug, and then claimed it as a 
cure with the Trillium. The medicine was given in large doses, 
yet not inordinately so— not more than two or three drachms of the 
mother tincture in each case. Tbe specific curative action was 
promptly manifested, apparently without inducing any pathogenetic 
effects, showing that no injury was done by the material doses. In 
the cases which follow, it will be seen that more minute doses act 
just as weD. It is decreed by some writers, that the Trillium is 
most uselul in pasHve hemorrhages, but the cases above reported 
were of an opposite oharacter« We have no proving of this remedy, 
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showing its pathogenetic action npon the generative organs of 
women, nor can we decide with any certainty, as to the pathological 
states which it would induce in the uterine tissue. To say it acts by 
giving tone to the uterus would not convey any eoDoct idea, although 
it actually has th^t effect ; it stimulates the uterine nerves to 
. healthy action, and as a consequence, we have muscular tonicity, 
and a healthy condition of the mucous membranes. Hemorrhages 
from the uterus, either arise from relaxation, or laceration of the 
blood-vessels of that organ, or from abrasion or relaxation of its 
mucous coats. Any drug, therefore, whose symptoms correspond, 
will possess the power of causing just such pathological changes, 
and will, therefore, cure similar lesions. The analogues of TriUium 
are Terebinthina, Sabina, Pulsatilla, and Erigeron canadensis. The 
following clinical cases occurred in my own practice : — Casb 1.— 
Menorrhagia — Mrs. M., aged twenty-eight, had been subject for 
several years, to frequent and profuse menstruation. The menses 
came on every fourteen days, and lasted seven or eight. In the 
intervening periods, there was profuse leucorrhoea, of a yellowish 
color, and creamy consistence. The blood was once bright red, and 
but lately, owing to her anaemic condition, has been pale and 
mixed with a leucorrhoeal discharge. She took Crocus, Platina 
and Sabina, but with no apparent benefit. Trillium second dec 
was then given, in doses of one grain, four times a day. The first 
effect noticed was a diminution of the leucorrhcBa, then the menses 
delayed one week. The medicine was continued, and th« next 
menstrual period came on at the end of four weeks, and was not 
followed by leucorrhcea. She was then put upon the use of Ferrnm 
met. Ist dec. and Helonin Ist dec, one grain of the former 
after meals and a similar dose of the latter, before eating; and in a 
few weeks the strength and color returned. Several other similar 
cases were treated with the same medicine, and all recovered. 
Case 2. — Metrorrhagia — Mrs. S., aged forty-six, passing through 
her climacteric, had occasional attacks of profuse flooding, at irreg- ^ 

nlar times, so profuse as to bring her down very low ; the blood A 

was thick, dark, and clotted, and would continue several days — ^ . 
The attacks had been partially controlled by the use of Sabina, andj^B 

Crocus, but being called during the first day of a seizure, I deter -- 

mined to test the Trillium. Ten drops of the 1st dec. dilutioo^=m 
was given every half hour; in a few hours the flooding hatf* -A 
decidedly diminished, and subsided completely in two days. Th\m^MA 
was continued, in alternation with Sanguinaria dd., and she had n^»- -O 
more attacks, but menstruation ceased normally. Oasb 3. — ^Mrs. T.—^ •» 
aged fifty, had been subject to attacks, similar to the above, bu^K=it 
ansemic, dropsical, and much debilitated. Apis. 2, relieved tlL^^e 
dropsy promptly; Helonin gave her more strength, and bettcsnii^f 
digestion than she had had for months ; and when an attack c, =>f 

"flooding" came on, Trillin 2nd decimal arrested it in two day «• 

These attacks were of a peculiar character ; the discharge was pal -^f 
watery, only slightly tinged with blood, but very profuse, aocon^«a- 

Sanied with prostration, vertigo, dimness of sight, palpitation of tfc>^0 
eart, and a painful sense of "sinking at the pit of the 8tomacl&«»** 
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All these symptoms, which nsoally lasted eight or ten days under 
allopathio treatment, with Salphario acid, and Mar. tine. Iron, 
subsided in two days, under the action of minute doses of Trillin. 
In this case the discharge was reaUj/ blood as mudi as though it 
had been red ; but such was her an»mia, that the red globules 
were very deficient. She had become jaundiced, but under the 
use of Leptandria 2nd decimal, the liver resumed its nor- 
mal functions, and her increased appetite and digestion, soon 
brought some color to her hitherto pallid cheeks. Casb 4. — 
Hemorrhagt after aftor^ton— The fcetus and placenta came away 
properly, but imprudence kept up the hemorrhage, which was dark,^ 
sanious, and accompanied with pain in the back, dragging in the 
loins, and soreness m the hypogastric region. All these symptoms 
subsided after using Trillin 2nd decimal for a few days. ''In 
the treatment of vaginal and uterine leucorrhoea, particularly when 
of an atonic character, the Trillin will be found one of the most 
reliable remedies.'' In foetid discharges from the vagina and uterus, 
it may be employed in the form of injection, one drachm of the 
powdered root to one quart of hot water — ^used when cooL " But 
among the most valuable of its haamostatio properties, is its power 
of restraining profuse lochial discharges. * * * We have found the 
Trillin exceedingly valuable in the treatment of prolapsus uteri, 
particularly when of an asthenic character, and dependant upon 
an atonic condition of the uterine supports. In engorgements of 
cervix uteri, chronic vaginitis, passive hemorrhages of the uterus, it 
is an efficient remedy.'^ The above is extracted from Dr. Coe's 
article ''Tiillin," and is in the main correct, for it has been used 
in similar conditions, in minute doses, and with success. I have 
found the 1st dec or even the dd trit. as successful as he 
claims massive doses are. Dr. Chamberlain (N. A. Jour, of Hom^ 
p. 438) recommends the ''Trillium, in cases of uterine hemor- 
rhage, and profuse flooding after confinement." He prescribes half 
a tea-spoonful of the powdered root, in molasses, repeated every 
ten or fifteen minutes. Dr. Freeland has used it for thirty years, 
with success. 

Catarrhal Affections. — It is recommended generally for chronio 
catarrhal affections, especially for cough when dependent upon 
chronic bronchitis, or larygnitis. In such cases it would seem to have 
an effect similar to Oopaiva, Stannum, or Pulsatilla. 

Respiratory Organs. — Dr. Goe says: "In chronic cough, accom- 
panied with spitting of blood, the Trillin is useful, and .may be 
combined with Lycopin.'' It has quite a reputation in haBmop- 
tysis, in tiie eclectic school. "Trillium has been found by us, a 
valuable agent in hsemoptysis, also in the incipient stages of 
phthisis, with bloody expectoration; even in the more advanced 
stages, virith copious, purulent expectoration, hectic fever, 
troublesome cough, etc, we have found it useful." ^Jones &i Scud- 
der, Mat. Med.) It has even been recommended m asthma (hu- 
mid) and whooping cough, but upon rather unsatisfactory data. 

Remarks. — I would recommend my colleagues to test this 
remedy in their practice, carefully noting its pathogenetic symp 
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toma, and cnratiye results. The above is mainly sngsestiye anil 
clinical, but may serve as the basis upon which to build a proving. 
Mode of administration, — It may be used in tiie dilutions nrom the 
mother tincture, triturations of the root, or the IViUin. I have 
usually used the 2nd decimal tritaration of TriUin. 



VERATRUM VIRIDE. 

(jM0rieaH BriUbor^). 

This plant, known also by the names of Swamp Hellebore 
Indian Poke, and Itch Weed, is indigenous to many parts of the 
United States, usually growing in swiamps, wet meadows, and on 
the banks of mountain streamlets, flowering from May to JiQy. For 
homoeopathic use a tincture is made of the green root. The root is 
s^d to contain a principle neaiiy identical with VeratriOy but Dr. 
King thinks it is like Colohiciay a distinct, though analagous prin- 
ciple. From old school and eclectic sources, we glean the following 
estimate of the properties and uses of this medicine. We have no 
regular and exhaustive proving, only fragmentary ones^ but enough 
to guide us pretty correctly. Dr. W. C. Norwood^ who has done 
much to bring this plant into notice, states that actual experiments 
made by himself have proved. Iw — ^^It is slightly acrid, and confimna 
this action mostly to the mouth and fauces. 2.— Expectorant, and 
xmsurpassed by any other remedy for which this property is 
claimed. 3. — ^Diaphoretic, being one of the most curative belonging 
to the materia medica ; often exciting great coolness or coldness of 
the surface ; sometimes rendering the skin merely soft and moisti 
and at others, producing free and abundant percpratipn, without 
reducing or exhausting the system. 4. — ^Adenagio, deobstruent or 
alterative, far surpassing Iodine, and from which much advantage 
may be expected in the treatment of Cancer and Consumption^ 
5. — Nervine, and never narcotic. This property renders it of great 
value in the treatment of painful diseases, and such as are accom- 
panied with spasmodic action, convulsions, morbid irritability, and 
irritative mobility, as in chorea especially, epilepsy, pneumonia, 
puerperal fever, neuralgia, etc. And it produces its effect in this 
respect, without stupefying and torpifying the system, as opium is 
known to do. 6. — Emetic ; it is slow but certain in its operation, 
efficient, rousing the liver to action during its operation, and vomits 
without occasioning the prostration or exhaustion ^hloh follow 
the action of most other emetics. It is also superior to most other 
emetics in not being cathartic. It is peculiarly adapted as an 
metic in hooping cough, croup, asthma, scarlet fever, and in eU 
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cases when there is much febrile or inflammatory action. 1. -^Arte- 
rial sedative. This he considers its most valuable and interesting 
property, and for which it stands unparalleled and onequaUed as a 
therapeutic agent. 8. — In small doses it creates and promotes 
appetite beyond any agent with which we are acquainted." Dr. 
Norwood was doubtless too enthusiastic in his praises of this med- 
icine, just as the ancients too highly estimated the value of the 
Veratrum alb.^ its nearest analogue. He has reduced the pulse by 
use of the tincture to thirty-five beats per minute, without exciting 
the least nausea or vomiting. The antidotes to its excessive action, 
are morphine, ginger, brandy, and laudanum. Dr. Osgood says it is 
an emetic, and its action violent and long continued, fle denies its. 
cathartic action. It increases most of the secretions, and when 
freely taken, exercises a powerful influence on the nervous system, 
indicated by faintnes, somnolency, vertigo, headache, dizziness of 
vision, and dilated pupils. Prof. Tully regarded it as an excellent 
substitute for Colcnicum, in gouty, neuralgic and rheumatic affec- 
tions, to which diseases it seems best adapted. Prof. Wood classes 
it among the ^^ nervous sedatives '' along with Digitalis, Aconite, 
Yerat. alb, etc., and records many symptoms resulting from its use, 
which will be found recorded in the pathogenesis. We present 
the bold and heroic proving of this powerful drug, by Dr. Burt. 
It is a faithful record of the symptoms caused by large aoses. In a 
note to the proving, Dr. B., writes. *' I am confident that had I not 
assumed the horizontal posture when on the point of fainting, the 
syncope would have proved fatal," he intimates that a " heart-clot " 
would have formed, but it is doubtful if that effect would have 
happened : paralysis of the heart would have been the most probable 
result. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL BXPBBIMENT WITH VERATRUM VIRIDB. 
By Wm, H, Burt, M, i>., of Lyons, Iowa. 
Dec. 21st. — ^In perfect health; bowels regular, once a day ; pulse 
seventy-four ; respiration twenty ; took thirty drops of the 3d dec. 
dilution of fluid extract of Veratrum viride, prepared in water. 
At 10 A. M., ten minutes after, sharp drawing pain over the left eye, 
with a contracted feeling of the skin of the forehead ; one-half 
after ten, constant, dull, frontal headache, with neuralgic pains in 
the right temple, close to the eye ; eleven a. m., dull pains over the 
eye with quite severe drawing pains in the umbilical region — ^pulse 
sixty-seven, took fifty drops ; 12 m., slight frontal headache with 
prickling pains in the region of the heart, frequent drawing pains 
in the umbilical region ; pulse seventy, took sixty drops ; 2 p. m., 
dull drawing pains in the forehead, natural stool, took one hundred 
drops; 3 p. m., dull, heavy, frontal headache, with prickling pains in 
the prsBcordial region; took 150 drops; 5 p. m., slight frontal head- 
ache, neuralgic pains in the region of the heart and cardiac 
portion of the stomach ; took 200 drops ; 7 p. m., very frequent 
neuralgic pains in the cardiac portion of the stomach ; took 175 
drops ; slight, dull, frontal headache, neuralgic pains in the riffht 
side of the umbilicus, passing down to the grom; slight drawing 
52 
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pains in the right elbow and calves of the legs ; sharp flying pains 
in the epi^astrio and ambiiioal res^ions, pulse sixty-six. 

Dec, 22d. — Slept well, but had frightful dream« of being on the 
water, feeling well, pulse 79 ; a. m., took three drops of fld. ext, 
one-half after nine, pulse seventy-six ; slight, dull, frontal headache, 
with a contractive feeling of the skin of the forehead ; 10 a. ic, 
respiration twenty ; took four drops ; 11 a. m^ dull frontal headache 
with neuralgic pains in the temples ; sharp pains in the epigastric 
and umbilical regions, passing down to' the pnbes ; pulse seventy- 
one ; 12 M., took live drops ; 2 p. m., very severe frontal headache, 
with dull aching pains in the umbilicsd region; pulse seventy-four; 
.took six drops; 4 p. m., constant dull headache, pulse seventy; 
took six drops ; 9 p. m., dull frontal headache. With neuralgic pains 
i& the right temple ; tongue feeling as if it had been scalded ; doll 
aching pains in the epigastrium ; very bleepy, took eight drops. 
Dec. 28rd. — Had a restless night, frightful dreams of people 
drowning ; flat taste in the mouth ; tongue coated yellow along the 
centre ; soft papescent stool, at 9 a. m., took ten drops ; pulse 
seventy; 10 a. m., there has been constant and severe cutting, 
aching pains in the umbilical region with rumbling in the bowels, 
with a soft stool ; took twelve drops ; dull heavy achmg pains in the 
region of the gall-bladder, with dull pains in the umbilical region ; 
arms ache; 12 m., took twelve drops ; 1 p. m., very severe aching 
in the back of the neck; very difficult to hold my head up ; con- 
stant burning distress in the region of the heart ; am very weak 
land tremble all over ; pulse forty-six, soft and very weak ; can 
hardly be felt ; mushy stool without pain ; 2 p. m., dull frontal 
headache ; face is very pale ; nose looks pinched and blue ; con- 
stant hiccough with violent and constant spasms of the uppor 
part of the cesophagus; cannot swallow; profuse vomiting of 
thick glairy mucus and water ; proftise secretion of tears, 
and mucus from the nose, also saliva ; neck aching severely, pulse 
forty-four, sofl; and very weak; twenty minutes after 2, vio- 
lent vomiting ; with severe frontal headache and hiccough ; 
cannot walk ; if I attempt it, I am very faint and completely blind ; 
obliged to keep in the horizontal position ; 4 f. h., pupils 
dilated ; neck and arms ache severely ; dull aching pains in the 
umbilical region with rumblingj cannot walk across the room 
without becoming blind; pulse forty-four, soft and very weak; 
5 p. M<, constant dull aching pains in the umbilicus, with 
sharp neuralgic pains in the left groin; can walk about ten 
rods, when I become blind, and am compelled to sit down ; 
pulse forty-six; 8 p. m., feeling much better, pulse sixty-one, 
soft and weak, constant dull pain in the umbilicus, and pain in 
the region of the gall bladder, took eight drops and retired. 

Dec. 24th. — Slept sound, frightful dreams of the water as 
usual ; flat, bitter taste in the mouth ; tongue coated ydlow 
along the centre; slight dull pains in the bowels; pulse sixty- 
four, soft and full*; took ten drops ; at 8 a. h., dull aching 
pains in the umbilicus; by spells they are very sharp and 
shooting, dull pains in the region of the gall-bladder^ tongue 
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feeling as if it had been scalded; took ten drops at 10 ▲. k.; 
12 M^ dull frontal headache; dall pains in the umbilicas; nat* 
ural stool, followed by aching in the rectum; pulse fifty-five, 
soft and very weak ; took ten drops ; 1 p. m., very severe fron- 
tal headache ; hiccough with constant and severe spasms of the 
upper part of the cBsophagus; violent vomiting of my dinner, 
and then a thick glairy mucus ; the secretion of saliva, mucus 
from the nostrils, and tears is profuse ; dull aching pains and dis* 
tress in the umbilical region; back of the neck and arms ache 
severely ; almost impossible to hold my head up ; pulse forty-four, 
soil and very weak; can just be felt; can walk about four rods, 
then I become blind and faint, but can sit up without any 
trouble; 2 p. m., hiccough lasted two hours, also the spasm of 
the oesophagus ; dull frontal headache ; severe aching in t)ie neck 
very much worse by moving ; dull pain in the bowels ; pulse 
forty-six sitting or lying down; constant dull aching, burning 
pain in the region of the heart under the sternum ; ringing in 
the ear; moving quickly makes me very deaf; 3 p. m., dull, hot 
aching pain in the region of the heart, dull pain in the umbilical 
region, pulse forty-six, soft and very weak; 6 p. m^ pulse fifty- 
seven, soft and weak, burning distress in the region of the 
heart ; dull pains in the umbilicus ; 6 p. m., pulse sixty, burning 
distress in tne region of the heart; dull pains in the bowels; 
10 p. M., pulse sixty-six; dull pain in the umbilicus, with desire 
for stool, mushy stool, followed by an aching sensation in the 
rectum. Morning, feeling well; pulse sixty-six, small, quick and 
hard. 

ITenrons System. — Wood places the Verat v;, among the 
** nervous sedatives," and nearly all writers contend that its sedative 
action on the heart is through the nervous system. 

Iferves of Sensation. — Its action on these nerves is quite similar 
to that of Aconite and Verat alb.; yet, there are points of difference 
worthy of being noticed. It does not actually produce anaBSthesia, 
but allays pain and hyper-catharsis. When given in rheumatism 
and neuralgia the pain abates as soon as the system is under the 
influence of the medicine. An external application of the tincture 
to painful swellings, eruptions, etc., is said to mitigate the painful 
sensations. 

Xerves of Motion, — '^We have observed as a result of the 
administration of Veratrin very singular contortions of the 
muscular system, particularly of the muscles of the face, neck, 
fingers and toes; the head would be drawn to one mde, the 
mouth drawn down at one corner, and the facial muscles affected 
with convulsive twitchings ; at times these contortions would take 
the form of tonic spasms, while at other times the action would 
simulate a series of galvanic shocks, frequently of such violence as 
to precipitate the patient out of bed; during all this time the 
intellect of the patient remained undisturbed, and he was conscious 
of all that was going on.'' — {Coe Con. Org. Med.) It would cer- 
tainly seem that the v eratrum was homoeopathic to chorea in some 
of its forms. The Yeratrum viride seems to exert a sedative 
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mflnefDce over the nerves, as specifically as Nux vomica and its 
analogues irritate them. Its primary action is the opposite of the 
primary action of Strychnine. It is secondarily homoeopathic to 
convulsive affections. As a prompt and reliable remedy I prefer it 
to Aconite in hysterical, epileptiform, or puerperal convulsions; 
also in the convulsions of cmldren. I have succeeded with the first 
decimal dilution, rarely having to resort to the mother tincture, and 
then only giving it in one and two-drop doses. The following 
allopathic experience with the Yerat. v. in nervous and spasmodic 
affections, is worthy of place here: It is stated that animals 
poisoned with the Veratria from Verat. viride " lost the power over 
the locomotive muscles^ and after death the galvanic current did not 
exercise the same convulsive movements as in cases of death from 
other causes." — {Amer. Med. Times.) Experimenters all notice a 
peculiar *^ weakness and inability to move the muscles;'' also, 
stiffness of the voluntary musles. Dr. Baker, in the Southern 
Medical and Surgical Journal, gives an account of the value of 
the drug in the treatment of certain neuroses. Case 1 : — 
^^The patient was a stout, healthy man of sober habits. I found him 
sitting on the side of the bed, seemingly well and perfectly intelli- 
gent, unaware, however, that he had had convulsions. All that I 
could ascertain of his previous history was, that he had been 
similarly affected in childhood. While conversing with him he was 
suddenly, and without apparent premonition, seized with a frightful 
convulsion, occasioning frothing at the mouth, and the most 
violent jactitations of all the voluntary muscles. I immediately 
opened a vein and bled him profusely, but without the desired 
i-esult ; for, after the laps^ of a certain period, widi as perfect a 
return of consciousness as before, there occurred another convul- 
sion of equal severity. In this emergency, the excessive muscular 
relaxation capable of being produced by the Yeratrum viride 
occurred to my mind, and I reflected that such an effect could only 
be produced by an influence primarily exerted upon the cerebro- 
spinal system of voluntary nerves. I administered the Veratrum 
in full and repeated doses, desiring, and confidently .expecting to 
produce the same train of distressing symptoms that so alarmed 
me some years previously; these were nausea, vomiting, purging, 
(rarely observed) muscular relaxation, and coldness of the surface. 
In this I was disappointed ; for, though the convulsions were arrested, 
there occurred no other symptom than a relaxed skin, with profuse 
perspiration. Since then I have administered the Yeratrum in 
numerous cases of eclamsia of children, with such satisfactory 
results as to establish beyond all doubt, the power of this agent to 
arrest convulsions." Dr. Baker, in June, 1858, undertook the cure 
of a case of chorea in a young lady. It had been gradually coming on 
for two months. When first visited, her symptoms were distressing 
to the last degree, the entire muscular system being in continuous 
and tumultuous motion. The case passed on from bad to worse, 
notwithstanding the most assiduous attention and energetic 
treatment. Tonics, anti-spasmodics, and anodynes were exhausted 
without avail; the spine and nucha were cupped and blistered. 
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TrithoQt benefit; chloroform was adminUtered internally and by 
inhalation ; opium and its preparations seemed to make her worse ; 
so, after all the family had given up all expectation of recovery, 
upon the suggestion of a medical friend, who had twice used the 
Yerat. viride, in three cases of chorea, with the most satisfactory 
results, *^ I at once commenced its administration. And as she was 
gradually brought under its influence, the turmoil began to cease; 
the face, which had been worked by its muscles into the most ludi- 
crous and horrible distortion, became placid and intelligent; the 
head ceased its everlasting jerking, the extremities lay still, 
the body left off writhing, and the patient quietly passed into a 
peaceful and profound slmnber. This sleep was deep and long, as 
It was the first, with few and slight exceptions, that she had had in 
nearly two weeks ; and the quiet that the muscles now received 
was all that had occurred, save during those few and short 
slumbers. At a subsequent visit, I found the family cheerful and 
hopeful, and the patient quiet and sleeping, the pulse but little 
depressed ; there had occurred no vomiting — I roused her, and to 
my great satisfaction, when awake, there was no jactitation of the 
extremities, and but very little twitchings of the muscles of the 
fitce. The Yeratrum was continued, and for the first few days, 
if withheld, the commotion began to return; under the quiet 
induced, the sleep was so continuous at the outset, that the family 
called the preparation Hhe laudanum mixture.' After a time the 
convulsions ceased altogether, and the patient was restored to 
health under a course of tonics." Dr. Terry reports three cases of 
chorea, in which the Yerat. v. was employed. 1 he first was a child, 
(s^. twelve. ^' It had been confined to bed for three weeks, and 
was reported to have been under treatment for about six weeks ; 
first, for worms, with spigelia, worm-seed, etc., and subsequently, 
for chorea, with cimicifuga rac, iron, quinine, and the usual routine 
treatment, until the child was apparently dying. It is not in the 
power of language to convey a proper conception of the truly 
pitiable state in which I found this child. It had slept iione, 
neither taken any nourishment for days. It was evidently dying 
from exhaustion and inanition. The muscular commotion was 
violent, universal, and unaffected by sleep ; the lips embossed 
with foam, worked up by a continued champing of the teeth. 
Three drops of the tincture of Yerat. viride were administered 
every three hours, the vehicle being gum water. In twenty-four, 
hours, I had the gratification to see the symptoms greatly 
unproved ; the muscles were much quieter, and the child could 
swallow without difficulty. The trouble in this respect had consti- 
tuted the greatest embarrassment in the treatment. At the end of 
the fourth day, all convulsive action had ceased. Case 2, was an 
ordinary one, in a girl ot fifteen. After purging, four drops of 
the Yerat. v. were given every three hours. Prompt convales- 
cence ensued. Case 3. — A woman cet, thirty-six, childless, and 
subject to menorrhagia, immediately after an attack of which, she 
had a continual nodding of the head, and violent convulsive action 
in one arm, together with jactitation of one leg. In this case 
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mx drops of the tincture of Verat. v. were given every three honrs. 
The fourth dose occasioned slight nausea, and after the fifth 
dose, the convulsive action ceased, when the Veratrum was with- 
held. In eight or ten hours the symptoms returned. Upon 
resuming the medicine, they again disappeared — ^the doses were 
then reduced. The case recovered. Dr. Baker also mentions a 
case of puerperal convvlno^u in which Chloroform by inhalation, 
copious bleeding and forceps were employed ; child dead ; weighed 
eleven and a half pounds. Patient was left quiet and comfortable. 
Seen after four or five hours had elapsed ; she was found in a most 
violent convulsion, which was said to be the seventh since delivery. 
Fifteen drops of the tincture of Verat. viride were given, a»d ten 
more were directed to be given in two hours, after which the 
intervals should be prolonged to three or four hours. There 
occurred no more conmlsiona^ and the woman recovered perfectly. 
She was not even nauseated, though the medicine was given at 
regular intervals during the whole night. Dr. Woodtoard^ of 
Galesburg, Illinois (Philadelphia M. and S. Reporter), writes >— 
*'In a late case of puerperal convulsions, I did not resort to the 
Veratrum, but used the lancet twice, taking away forty-five ounces 
of blood before the convulsions ceased ; but in about four hours 
after the last convulsion, the lady became furiously delirious, 
requiringto be held on the bed. Two doses, of ten drops each, of 
tincture verat., v., quieted her so completely that she slept for 
hours, and had no return of the delirium.'* 

Skin. — Coldness of the skin, which is usually perspiring ; the 
sweat is often warm, but sometimes cold and clammy ; it causeff 
vesication of the skin, when applied externally; tingling and 
prickling of he skin. 

Clinical Rbmabes. — ^We have no proof in our proving, or in 
the cases of poisoning on record, that it causes any eruptions when 
taken internally ; externally it causes erythema and vesications. 
Prof. Lee says it is an "epispastic;'' it causes perspiration, not 
like Opium, which stimulates the skin, but like Tartar Emetic. In 
other words, the sweating is passive from depression of fVmction. 
In Tilden's Journal we read that the Verat. v. has been used 
externally in local inflammations. The tincture should be combined 
with Glycerine two parts to six. Apply by saturating lint, and putting 
it on the inflamed spot. It is reported to have cured a case of 
shingles, applied externally in the form of diluted tincture. In 
chrouic skm diseases, it has been used according to Prof. Lee, 
with much benefit. A popular ointment for the cuVe of scabies, 
tinea capitis, etc., is made from this plant, but its external use in 
such cases is not devoid of danger. 

Sleep.— Sound sleep every night, but has frightful dreams of 
being on the water ; restless night, with frightful dreams of being 
drowned. 

Clinical Remabks.— The above symptoms, are quite commonly 
experienced in cerebral congestions, in the incipient stages of 
meningitis, or hydrocephalus, dreams of beitig on the water are 
not unusual. Dr. Coe says it is a ^^ soporific," but decrees that it 
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is not a narcotic. Drs. Tolly and Ives proved to their own satis- 
fiiotion, that it was possessed of narcotic properties. 

FeYcr. — Chilliness with nausea; coldness of the whole body with 
oold perspiration, especially upon the hands, feet and face ; coldness, 
with pale skin, flabby muscles, and quick weak pulse ; excites great 
ooolnefis or coldness of the surface, sometimes renders the skin 
merely soft and moist, at other times causes profuse, cold perspira- 
tion; cool skin, poise reduced from 100 to 60 in fever ; coldness of 
the whole body, with cold sweat; pulse 35 slow and soft, with 
nausea and vomiting. When given in fever it does not always 
cause aUmnesa of the pulse, but will render a pulse of 140, softer 
and weak without diminishine its frequency ; weak, scarcely per- 
ceptible pulse, and reduced irom 68 to 52 ; feeble, irregular^ scar- 
cely perceptible pulse, with cold clammy perspiration. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The Veratrum vinde belongs to the 
groi^ Off remedies of which Aconite, Veratrum alb. Oelseminum 
semp., etc., are members. The primary action of all these remedies 
when given in medicinal doses, is to depress the circulation, through 
the agency of the nervous system. With this depression, there is 
always present coldness or coolness of the skin, warm or cold 
perspiration, chilliness or coldness, and, in short all the symptoms 
which generally characterize the cold sta^e of fevers. I nave not 
been able to find, in any of the cases of poisoning by Verat. v^ any 
general reaction following this cold stage. The same may be said 
of the oUier members of this group. It is only in careful and 
ezhausdve provings, with small and repeated doses, that we ^et con- 
tinuous febrile symptoms. But we may properly accept this state- 
ment, namely : — that it is with medicinal, as with natural diseases, 
a fact that a febrile reaction always follows the cold stage, if the 
vital powers do not prevent. Any cause capable of depressmg the 
nervous and vascular system (primarily) will cause excitation and 
irritation of the same systems (secondarily). The secondary (reac- 
tive) symptoms will vary in nature, symptoms, and intensity, with 
the cause. Thus, the secondary febrile symptoms following the 
primary febrile symptoms of Aconite are very different from those 
of Gelseminum or Veratrum. In fevers in general, Veratrum 
viride enjoys the confidence of a great portion of the allopathic 
and eclectic schools of medicine. But like, all other powerful 
medicines, it has its enthusiastic adhereuts, and its bitter opp^^s. 
Some very high authorities are extravagant in their laudatJ^KfT 
its safety, efficiency, and curative power over many other diMlses 
besides fevers ; at the same time, other autiiorities equally high, 
denounce it as a dangerous drug. Prof. Lee says :— " The same 
objections will apply to it, as has been brought against Aconite, 
namely : the difficulty of regulating its effects, and its dangerously 
depressing effects, even in small doses. From what we have seen 
and know of its use, we have little doubt that it has caused more 
deaths in one year than chloroform has since its discovery, ^^ I am 
sorry for the sake of humanity, that I can agree with Prof. Lee in 
his estimate of its danger, but only when used in the recklessly 
large doses of his schooX Aconite, Tartar emetic, and Mercury, 
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are ec^aally dangerous and fatal when used by the dominant school ; 
vet, in the hand of the homoeopathist, these poisonous agents 
become potent instruments for the removal of disease. He regu- 
lates the dose to suit the over-sensitive, diseased organism, and the 
result is that Veratrum viride, as well as Verat. alb., Aconite, 
Tartar emetic, Gelseminnm, and others, become invaluable to 
suffering humanity. In simple Ephemeral fever^ without local 
inflammation, but accompanied by vertigo, headache, dimness of 
sight, nausea, weakness, and restlessness, this remedy is as useful as 
any. (Drop doses of the first decimal dilution.) In Irritative fever 
it may sometimes be of great utility. In this disease the pulse 
often runs as high as 140, of even 160. It differs not leas in 
strength and fulness than in frequency. Sometimes it is strong, 
full, and moderately accelerated, and sometimes small and feeble ; 
and the latter is most apt to be the case when the frequency is the 
greatest. When the fever is accompanied with a tendency to 
drowsiness, throbbing of the temporal arteries, a full, frequent, 
hard pulse, vomiting of mucus and bile, constipation, tendency 
to spasms, (as is frequently the case in the Infantile remittent of 
children), the Veratrum viride in suitable doses will soon effect a 
favorable change. To a person over ten years, may be given five 
or ten drops of the first decimal dilution, every hour or two ; to 
children from one drop to five drops will suffice, although in cases 
of cerebral congestion large doses may be used. When this fever 
is caused by teething, the irritation of worms, or any cause acting 
through the nervous system, this remedy is the best we can use. 
As stated above, the pulse is often quick, febrile, and very feeble. 
This may arise from an affection of the nervous centres, and the 
pulse may be the pulse of oppression and of weakness. In the 
former case the Verat. viride m the doses above recommended will 
often cause the pulse to become less frequent, fuller, and softer. 
When debility is the cause of the small pulse, Phos: ac. and China 
are indicated. Intermittent fever is not controlled by any remedy 
of the Aconite group. They do not seem to possess the anti- 
periodic power, which is essential. I cannot subscribe to the 
doctrine taught in our school, that " any medicine will cure ague 
if indicated by the symptoms.'^ I practiced in a malarious district 
over twelve years, and my experience in the treatment of miasmatic 
|riH|& led me to adopt this conclusion, namely, that there is a 
cSHp class of remedies which possess antidotal virtues, or are 
capable, when introduced into the system, of antidoting the 
malarious poison. I believe this poison to be a specific miasm, and 
not a mere " correlated force," as some teach. Not all intermittents 
are due to the action of this poison, and some such fevers may be 
cured by others than members of the (7Ae/ia-group, namely: — 
Quinine, Nux vomica, Arsenicum, Salicine, Comus florida, etc. 
Veratrum viride, although not indicated for the disease itself, is 
often of great use in the hot stage, when the reaction is intense, 
and the vascular system is excited strongly. In such cases, in 
adults, we may have congestion of the brain, delirium, powerful 
action of the heart, and a hard, rapid pulse; and in children 
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severe spasms and oonvalsions. In these oases this remedy is 
superior to Aconite or Belladonna. Under its use the intensity of 
the paroxysm will soon subside, and the threatened convulsions be 
arrested. I have sometimes given one or two drops of the mother 
tincture every half hour to an adult, and half as mach to a child, 
with the happiest results. Remittent or bilious fever^ when not 
dependent on miasmatic influences, will often be amenable to the 
therapeutic influence of Yeratrum viride; but will have to be 
alternated with other remedies like Bryonia, Mercuriu), Podo- 
phyllum or Leptandria, as the symptoms and conditions demand. 
When the gastric symptoms are predominant, this remedy will 
have to be used in smaller doses (2nd or 3rd dil.) than when the 
stomach or bowels are irritated. Wnen this form of fever assumes 
the character of a pernicious remittent, the Verat. v. is to be used 
with extreme caution. It is still indicated, but primirUy^ for the 
primary action of the drug is to cause conditions very similar to 
a pernicious fever ; namely, prostration of the vital forces, with 
typhus symptoms, etc. My experience in such fevers has taught 
me that the best and safest treatment is to use Baptisia, Verat. 
viride. Aconite, or Verat. alb., 3rd, in alternation with a remedy 
secondarily indicated ; namely, China, Quinine, Nitric acid, etc., in 
material doses. Indeed, it is often necessary in those low condi- 
tions which occur during pernicious fevers, to give Qainine in five 
or ten grain doses, repeated in brandy, every hour. Those who 
have had to combat with these terrible malarious diseases will 
know and appreciate the necessity of resorting in some cases 
to such doses; and those who know the least, practically, of these 
diseases, are they who are loudest in denouncing what they 
term "gross medication." In TisUow Fever, the Veratrum has 
been used by the domin^t school, with alleged success. Drs. 
White and Ford of Charleston, S. C, treated many oases with 
Verat. v. In the Charleston Medical Journal and Review they 
give the results of their treatment. They gave from eight to ten 
drops to adults, and from one to six drops to children, repeated 
every hour or two. " By the administration of the Veratrum in 
this manner, the pulse was sooner or later subdued, and as it 
sank, became somewhat irregular. The first doses were often 
, vomited, in severe cases, but the succeeding ones were commonly 
retained, and the patient did not vomit again until the pulse was 
reduced, when the effect of the remedy was occasionally marked 
by emesis. This vomiting was rarely severe, ceasing of itself 
upon a temporary discontinuance of the medicine, or yielding 
readily to common restoratives. The reduction of the pulse was 
accompanied by a notable cooling of the body, by a well-marked 
diminution of the headaches, pain in the back and limbs, of the 
restlessness and anxiety, of the frequency of the respiration, of the 
congestion of the skin, flushing of the face, tumefaction of the 
tongue, and injection of the conjunctiva. The patient felt much 
relieved, and slept tranquilly as soon as the vomiting had ceased ; 
nor would the symptoms tend to recur for some hours, as they 
would always do, however, if the drug were not again prescribed." 
53 
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The pulse was kept by the Veratrtim fifteen beats below the 
normal range. If the pulse was small and frequent, it was given 
in small doses ; if black vomit supervened, and the pulse was slow, 
the Veratrum plainly was not required ; if, however, the pnlse 
was rapid, the Veratrum was continued in doses proportioned to 
its frequency, which were usually small, and repeated every two 
6t three hours. Without regard, therefore, to the ordinary acci- 
dents of the disease, whenever it was required, and onl^ then, the 
Veratrum was uniformly, or specially administered, until convales- 
cence was declared." Together with the Veratruna, however^ 
Mercury was given, pushed to salivation and catharsis; idso, saline, 
diuretic and refrigerent mixtures ; so that the results are anything 
but satisfactory to the investigator, who would ascertain the pure 
effects of drugs in disease. Of the whole number treated with 
Veratrum; namely, 117, there recovered 102 ; died 15. Adults, 
80, recovered 60; died 14. Children 87, recovered 30; died 1. The 
Subjoined table shows the mean range of the pulse mider the 
Veratrum viride, as compared with its mean i^nge before the 
Verat was given : 



Mean Freqneney. 


A^lt Malea. 


Adtilt ^^niialet. 


Ohfldren. 


When Veratrum t. wm flret giTen.— 


lOf.6 
•1.8 
62.8 


114.2 
66.2 
U.T 


U7.6 
71.0 
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This table shows the power which the medicine exercises over 
the pulse and the heart's action in disease^ and by it we can jttdge 
pretty correctly of its action on the healthy organism. 

In Typhoid feveTy the Veratrum viride has not been used much 
in homceopathic practice; not as much, as in our opinion, It is 
entitled to. Many of its symptoms strongly resemble the symp- 
toms of typhoid, particularly the abdominal and cerebral varieties. 
The only cure on record in our literature, illustrating the action of 
this remedy in typhoid fever, is reported in the Philadelphia Jour. 
6f Horn., by Dr. Henry. He says : *• It is the best remedy I have 
ever used in the treatment of those diseases which have a tendency 
to assume a typhoid form of fever. As far as I have been able to 
test this remedy, in fever of all descriptions, I must say I am 
better pleased with it than with Aconite.'* Case l.-^A little girl, 
aged thirteen, had been suffering with continued fever for ten days. 
She complained of violent pain in the back ; inclined to cdeep most 
of the day ; very sick at the stomach, but not so as to produce 
vomiting; black diarrhosa; pulse varying from ninety-eight to one 
hundred and ten during the day ; pain and weakness in the lower 
limbs. I took the case to be a mild form of typhus. I immediately 
put five drops of the mother tincture in a tumbler half full of water, 
and ordered a tea-spoonful to be taken every half hour, until pers- 
piration was produced. I called in two hours, found the pulse 
down to eighty-four ; the patient was in a general perspiration ; 
she recovered without any other remedy, in two days. Case 2.— • 
Mr. H., a young man, aged eighteen, sick two Weeks. Found him 
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-with a rery high fever; poise 120 ; face very much flushed ; iul- 
nesA, with slight pain, and great baTzing in the head ; gnats and 
bugs fly before the eyes; inoiined to jump out of bed; talking at 
random ; slight bearing down pains in the bowels, attended with 
black diarrhcsa; great weakness of the lower extremities, with 
general prostration. Six drops of the mother tincture of Yerat. v. 
was mixed with twelve tea-spoonfuls of water, a tea-spoonful to be 
taken every half hour. In three hours found the pulse down to- 
ninety-five; before the dav was out he was in a flne perspiration; 
no fever for three days ; has now a sli^t fever, which lasts two 
or three hours a day; everv other symptom rieht.'' There is no 
question in my mind, but that a oontinuanoe of the pathogenetic 
action of Yerat. v. would result in such lesions of the intestinal 
oanal, as result in the typhus process. Rubbed on the skin, or 
held in the mouth, it causes erosions and vesicular eruptions, and it 
will probably affect, similarly, the whole intestinal tract. I regard 
it as secondarily indicated in all fevers of the synochal or inflamma* 
tory type, and even in some typhoids. The above cases have many 
symptoms which resemble those caused by Yerat. v. ; but Baptisia, 
Belladonna, Phosphoric acid, and Muriatic acid, are more generally 
indicated. A large amount of testimony could be produced from 
' allopathic sources, in regard to the value of Yerat. v. in tvphoid 
fevers, and many grains of truth gleaned from the cha£^ but we 
cannot give the space. In SmcUl JPox^ or Variola^ when the fever 
is intense, with excessive pain and restlessness, the Yerat. viride 
will prove as reliable as Aconite, and in some cases, even more sat- 
isfiictory. I have used it in but one case of variola — ^four drops of 
the 1st dec. were given every hour, with the effect of mitigating 
the severi^ of the fever, and hastening the occurrence of the 
eruption. The recent use of the Saracmia pur^ in this dreaded 
disease, now attracts much attention, and bids fair to supersede all 
other remedies. In MeaaleSy durim| the febrile stage, and especially 
if pulmonai^ congestion is feare<^ the Yerat. v. is a most useful 
remedy. Under its use the dyspncBa, cough^ and pain, rapidly 
subside. In children, convulsions often precede the outbreak of 
the eruption. If Yerat. v. is given at the outset, this accident will 
generally be prevented. The next most useful remedies in this 
disease are^ G^ls., Puis., Euphr., and Merc. iod. In Scc^kUi^ia^ it is 
infinitely superior to Aconite, Gelseminum, or any other remedy, 
except Belladonna. I allude to the Scarlatina simplex, and S, 
Anginosa, during the first, or febrile stage. It controls the pulse, 
even when given in the low dilutions, better than any other remedy, 
and hastens the normal appearance of the eruption. The testimony 
of some of the most prominent physicians of the homceopathic 
school sustain this assertion. Dr. Small prefers it to any other 
remedy, when the arterial excitement is intense, and there is danger 
of cerebral congestion, or irritation of the spinal centres. It is well 
known that in this disease the arterial excitement is more severe, 
the pulse more frequent, and the heat of the skin greater than in any 
other; the Yerat. v. will sooner modify this condition than Aconite 
or Gelseminum. It should be given in alternation with Bella- 
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donna ; the doses mtist be varied to suit the severity of the case. 
For children, the dilutions irom the Ist to the 8d (dec) ; for adults, 
drop doses of the mother tincture may be required. The best 
is, to give enough to control the arterial excitement It is useful in 
certain Sequelae of scarlatina, acute rheumatism, dropsy, etc, when 
febrile symptoms are manifested. In EryaipdaB^ it is often useful. 
Besides its specific action in controlling the arterial excitement, it 
appears to be homoeopathic to the vesicular vm^Xj \ for the appli- 
cation of Verat. v. to the skin often causes an eruption closely 
resembling that form of the disease, and even its internal adminis- 
tratii n is said to have caused a similar eruption all over the body. 
When cerebral symptoms occur from a supposed metastasis of the 
inflammation to the brain, and we find the pulse hard Kn^fuU^ or 
hard and tmall^ we may expect much benefit from this remedy, in 
alternation with Belladonna, Apis, or Arnica. If the febrile symp- 
tcms assume a low, or asthenic type, Bhus tox.. Arnica, Muriatic 
acid, or Baptisia, will be more applicable. The Yerat. v. has been 
used as an external arplicaticn, with alleged benefit in cases of 
erysipelas — a weak solution— one drachm to one pint of water, 
may be applied with soft cloths. 

Head. — Headache, with vertigo; dimness of vision, and dilated 
pupils ; headache, proceeding from the nape of the neck; heaviness 
of the head ; sharp, drawing pain over the left eye, with a con- 
tracted feeling of the skin of the forehead ; dull^ frontal headache, 
with neuralgic pains in the right temple, close to the eye; dull, 
drawing pains in the forehead, with drawing, dull pains in the 
umbilical region ; very severe, frontal headache, with vomitmg; 
constant, dull, heavy headache. 

Clinical Remabks.— The Veratrum v. acts upon the brain, 
similarly to Aconite, and. Gelseminum ; yet, its effects are far firom 
identical. The therapeutic range of Veratrum over affections of 
the brain is far greater than that of the latter. I know of no 
drug, not even Belladonna, so useful in affections of the head, 
when they are of a cortgeative character. In Cerebral Congestions^ 
it is immensely superior to any known drug. This assertion is 
made understandingly, and based upon an experience of six years 
with the medicine. It is most useful when the congestion arises 
from plethora<i vascular ifritation^ covp de soliel^ ahohoUc stimth 
lantSj teething in children, and especially when it occurs from 
suppressed discharges. When the congestion occurs from rheumatic 
irritation, Cimicifuga, or Aconite are better indicated. The symp- 
toms calling for Verat. y, are, a sense of fulness ; heaviness ; 
weight, or distention of the head ; giddiness ; intense headache, 
with fulness and throbbing of the arteries, sometimes with stupe- 
faction ; increased sensitiveness to sound, with buzzing, roaring, 
etc. ; double, partial, luminous, painful, dim, or otherwise disor- 
ered vision ; nausea and vomiting ; tingling, numbness, etc., in the 
limbs ; mental confusion ; loss of memory ; convulsions, or paralysis 
of motion. For these congestions of the head in young children, 
from teething, I have for several years given this medicine the 
preference over Belladonna, or Aconite; also in cerebral oppres- 
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sion, oocurriDg during the progress of a pneumonia. I consider it 
as perfectly bomoeopatfaio to these before-mentioned congestive 
conditions, as any other drug in our materia medica, for it has 
caused all the symptoms of such morbid states. It does not cure 
by ^^ depressing the action of the heart," as bleeding does, lliose 
who denounce the use of Verat. v. in vascular irritation, fever, etc., 
might as well denounce Aconite and Gelseminnm, for they all act in 
a similar manner. The increased action of the vascular system is 
a secondary effect of these medicines. In Meningitis^ the Verat. 
V. should be used promptly, and in the lowest dilutions, alternated 
with Belladonna, when the latter remedy seems indicated. I 
believe it to be more useful in this disease, as well as Cerebritia^ 
than Aconite. In Tubercular meningitis, or Hydrocephalus, it can 
do no good, except in the stage of active inflammation, if that 
stage exists ; but it may be palliative in preventing or arresting 
spasms in the later stages. 

Face and Nose.— Pale, cold face ; face cold, bluish, and covered 
with cold perspiration ; convulsive twitching of the facial muscles ; 
mouth drawn down at one comer ; paleness of the lips, and around 
the alsB of the nostrils ; nose looks pinched, cold, and blue ; profuse 
secretion of mucus ircm the nostrils ; singular contortions of the 
muscles of the face. (See spasmodic symptoms.) 

Clinical Rsmabks. — We have in the above facial symptoms 
these conditions indicated, namely : collapse of the general system, 
spasmodic or chorectic states, and a congested or apoplectic condi- 
tion of the brain. It has cured several cases of chorea, and is of 
great value in cerebral congestion. The "drawing down of a 
corner of the mouth" would point to a sanguineous effusion into the 
brain substance. 

Ears. — Ringing in the ears ; moving quickly produces complete 
deaihess ; dull roaring in the ears ; the ears are cold and pale. 

Clinical Remafks. — Most of the effects of Veratrum upon the 
ears and eye arise from a depressed state of the circulation. The 
same condition is present, as after excessive bleedings, or loss of 
any of the vital fluids. In high potencies it may prove useful^ in 
similar affections. But Veratrum v. causes, secondarily, congestion 
of the brain, with ringing of the ears. In low dilutions, it is one 
of the best remedies for the latter condition. It is well known 
that anaemia and plethora will produce nearly the same array of 
brain symptoms, although opposite pathological states are really 
present. Thus, acute hydrocephalus is often simulated by the 
fiydrocephaloid disease, which arises from sheer debility. 

Byes. — Profuse secretion of tears ; dimness of sight ; walking 
brings on blindness with faintness ; dimness of vision with dilated 
pupils ; immense circles of a green color appeared around the candle, 
which, as vertigo came on, and I closed my eyes, turned to red ; 
double vision. 

Clinical Remarks. — It is primarily homoeopathic to Amaurosis 
from anaemia, or from loss of fluids, or from debility during conva- 
lescence (should be alternated with China, Phod. acid 1st), and 
given in the 0th dilution). It is also indicated in amaurosis from 
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imitation or oongestion of the optio nerres^ wheoQ ibe symptomB 
correspond with its pathogenesis. 

Montli, Vavees, and Osopliafnft.— Tongue feels as if it had been 
scalded (constant symptom) ; tongue coated yellow along the 
centre; flat, bitt^ taste on the tongue; copious secretion 
of saliva; intense burning in the &uces, with constant 
inclination to swallow; burning in the oesophagus; spasms 
of the oesophagus; burning and spasm of the oesophagus, 
with rising of frothy, bloody mucus into the mouUi (this symp« 
torn was mtensely disagreeable, lasted several days, and was 
relieved by Phosphorus dd, after several remedies had beea tried 
in vain) ; sensation as of a ball rising in the oesopluagus. 

CuNioAL RKBUiKKs.-^The yellow coating on the tongue, and 
the bitter taste, were both noticed in the morning^ and point to 
irritation of the liver. The Veratrum v. produces undoubted 
inflammation of the mucous membrane of the oesophagus, with 
superficial erosion, spasm, eta We have here a truly nomoeopaithio 
remedy for oesophagitis* It is also homoeopathic to c^asmodio stric- 
ture of that tube. 

Stomaeli. — ^Uneasy constriction of the stomach, with tendency 
to sickness ; excruciating pain in the lower pfurt of the stomach, the 
pain extending to about the size of the hand ; the constrictive pain 
IS increased by warm drinks, which seem to go tmder the pain ; 
violent nausea and vomiting; vomiting of glairy mucus with blood, 
with running from the nose and eyes ; excruciating pain in the pit 
of the stomach, with heat and constriction of the throat ; vomiting 
of, first food, then mucus, finally a small quantity of blood ; painful, 
empty retching ; sensation of dryness and heat in throat, extend- 
ing to the stomach, with disposition to hiccough ; severe hiccough 
of fifteen or twenty times per minute ; violent vonuting,. coming on 
in about ten or fifteen minutes ; great irritability of the stomach, the 
smallest quantity of food or drink is immediately rejected— ^his 
irritation continued for three weeks (from thirty drops); great 
uneasiness, followed by intense pain in the stomach ; the pain was 
drawing, twisting, and pressing; the stomach felt as u drawn 
tightly against the spinal column, causmg pain in the back, in the 
dorsal region ; the stomach seemed to press against the spine when 
lying upon the back ; the pain in the stomach would <»ilminate 
every five or ten minutes, with powerful and expulsive vomiting ; 
the pain was aggravated by the least noise ; vomiting, not pre- 
ceded by nausea.-T-(Various sources.) Vomiting of bile and blood; 
hiccough before and after vomiting ; very fi*equent neuralgic (?) 
pains in the cardiac portion of the stomach ; sharp, flying pains in 
the epigastrium and umbilical region, passing down to the pubes. 
■T— (Dr. Burt's proving.) Dr. Osgood — an allopathic observer- 
noticed in his own case, that the vomiting was efP<$cted by a spas^ 
modic contraction of the stomach itself without participation of Hm 
diaphragm, and abdominal muscles ; and in another individual was 
preceded by a sensation as of a ball rising in the oesophagus — ^the 
result no doubt of spasmodic contraction of the tube. Dr. Nor- 
wood says : ^^ We have seen it produce emesis in very susceptible 
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persons, and the eontraotions of the stomach were so rapid as to be 
almost oontinnous, and uniDterrupted" He also remark^ that: 
*' there need be no danger apprehended of causing inflammation of 
the stomach ; we have given especial attention to that particular. 
It is peculiar, and at the same time interesting in its effects, from 
the fact of its acting as a sedative on almost every other portion of 
•the system, diminishing the vascular and muscular action and . 
motion of every other part, and increoHng that of the stomach," 
Dr. N. asserts that it increetses the appetite and deeire for food. 

CLnnoAL RsMABKS» — ^We have in the above a notable array of 
svmptoms, pointing to excessive gastric irritability. Its action on 
the stomach is quite similar to that of Yerat. alb., Tartar emetic, or 
Arsenicum. It is evidently homoBopathic to oardialgia, gastralgia^ 
and neuralgic or spasmodic affections of the stomach, when accom- 
panied by vomiting, retching and excessive irritation. Dr. Burt 
considers it the best remedy m such cases — ^better than the Y. alb. 
He uses it at the 3rd or 6th. It should not be given lower. It 
should prove curative in gastritis, erosion of the stomach, and 
ought to palliate the pain and vomituig in cancer of the stomach. 
It causes all the symptoms of pyrosis, water-brash, and many of the 
Cfymptoms of ** dyspepsia.'* 

Bowels, Stool, et€«-*-'Frequent drawing pains in the umbilical 
region ; neuralgic (?) pains at the right side of the umbilicus, pass* 
ing down to the groin ; sharp, flying pains in the epigastrium and 
umbilical regions, pasring down to the pubes ; dull, heavy, aching 
pains in the umbilical region (constant symptom) ; cutting, aching 
pains in the umbilical region, with rumbling in the bowels, and 
desire for stool ; soft, mushy stool preceded by cutting pains in the 
bowels, and foUotood by cutting pains in the rectum and anus. 
^ At three different times, on the second day of the proving, I had 
severe neuralgic and long-lasting pains in the rectum ; neuralgic 
pains in the left groin ; I never had such pains before.*' — Dr. Burt. 
•* The first day after I left off proving the Yerat. v. I had neuralgic 
pains in the anus and rectum. They came on twenty or thirty 
times a day for three weeks, when there appeared a large tumor 
which pained me constantly. One-half the tumor was very red, 
the other half dark blue. I never had piles before in my life. My 
alvine evacuations were natural all the time."— *-Bwr^. 

Clinical Rbmarks. — It is agreed by all allopathic medical 
writers who speak of this plant, that it irritates the bowels much 
less than the Veratrum alb. Some, however, claim that it should 
not be used in diseases where any intestinal irritation exists. 
Wood^ however, does not mention it as a purgative. Dr. Coe 
remarks : " The employment of Yeratrum v. in the treatment of 
diarrhcea and dysentery affords occasion for some remarks in regard 
to the action of this remedy upon the bowels. We have seen it 
stated by some writers, that Veratrum is objectionable on account 
of its irritating influence upon this organ. Such has not been our 
experience. We have employed it much in the treatment of 
bowel complaints, and with the most happy results." Yet he 
admits that it has an ^^ emeto<}athartio " action, and says it is con- 
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tra-indicated in ^Mntestinal ulcerations.'' He t^js it is nsefol in all 
cases of ^^ torpor and debility of the abdominal organs," and is of 
utility in mania, epilepsy, hysteria, convalsions, melancholy, etc., 
when arising from "functional obstructions" of the abdominal 
viscera, and disturbed and discordant action of the abdominal 
nervous plexus." All this, however, is quite conjectural, although 
it i? apparently indicated in abdominal congestions. Dr. Norwood • 
says, ^^ it is not cathartic," but he speaks of " avoiding its drastic 
effect," and mentions that "the only cases in which we have seen 
it purge, were when given in combination with Tartar emetic. In 
most of these cases it excited a violent cholera tnorbua. Concern- 
ing its therapeutic effects, he states : " We have found it of great 
value in the treatment of typhoid dysentery, and would feel unable 
to combat that disease without it, or some other remedy of equal 
power." It seems homoeopathic to about the same condition of the 
bowels as Yerat. alb. ; also to hsBmorrhoids. 

KidneyS) VrinCi etc. — Profuse urine ; increased secretion of pale 
urine. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^Its action on the kidneys has been pretty 
well investigated by allopathic observers. Prof. Lee says: "its 
diuretic action has been established by numerous experiments. It 
is worthy of particular note that it does not act as a mere renal 
hydragogue, but like colchicum it increases the solid constituents of 
the urine. While it increases the amount of organic and inorganic 
solids, it is not positively established that it augments the quantity 
of uric acid. Like colchicum it increased the ampunt of urine, as well 
as the total amount of solids eliminated, but it is pretty certain that 
this is mainly dependent on an increase of organic matter. Its 
curative influence m gout and rheumatism may thus be expluned. 
It is said to eliminate lithic acid through the kidneys." Dr, Abbott 
made some experiments which proved that it causes a considerable 
increase in the amount, and a corresponding decrease in the 
specific gravity, of the urine. It would seem to be homoeopathic 
primarily to certain forms of diuresis, enuresis, and perhaps diabe- 
tis. It is curative in acute inflammation of the kidneys and 
bladder. 

Male Generative Organs* 

Clinical Rbmabks.— It is used successfully in severe inflammv 
tory diseases of these organs. Dr. Osgood considered it almost 
specific for Orchitis. It will probably prove as useful as Aconite 
in affections of these tissues. 

Generative Organs of Women. — We have yet no symptomatic prov- 
ing of Veratrum viride upon the female organism. It is said to 
have caused abortion in numerous instances, yet Drs. Ford and 
White, who used it so freely in yellow fever, thought it prevented 
that accident. It may not cause abortion directly, as Sabina or 
Cimicifuga, but indirectly, by the great prostration of the general 
symptoms, the severe efforts to vomit, etc. In the same way 
it would cause hemorrhage from the uterus. It is probably 
ho moB spathic primdrilt/ to passive congestions of that organ. 
My experience with the Veratrum viride in this class of dis- 
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easea, is confined principally to acate inflammation of the 
uterus, or puerperal metritis^ in which I place a high esti- 
mate upon its value. | think I have arrested the inflamma- 
tion, or materially modified it, by the use of the lower dilations. 
There are certain conditions attending uterine disorders, in which 
the Yerat. v. has proved very succe^ul in my hands. I allude to 
those congestions of the head or lungs which occur during uterine 
disorders, such as menBtruai congestions of the head (menstrual 
headache), also^con^estion of the head or lungs from suppressed 
menses, suppressed lochia, etc. In these accidents a few drops of 
the lowest dilutions has never failed to prove promptly curative 
in my practice. It is highly recommended by Dr. Miller (eclectic), 
in JDysmenorrhoMb^ occurring in plethoric subjects {i. e. congestive 
dysmenorrhoea). In ansBmic subjects he pronounces it decidedly 
injurious. It is probably indicated in this aflection, for similar 
symptoms to Aconite and Belladonna. It has been found useful 
in palliating violent attacks of hysterical conmdsiona. Many 
allopathic writers, among them Dr. Simpson, of Edinburg, extols 
it highly in puerperal fever. It majr prove useful in the vomiting^ 
pyrosis^ and other symptoms occurnng during pregnancy. Many 
of the symptoms occurring during the change of lifey are simu- 
lated by this medicine. In aciUe mastitiay with high febrile action, 
and great tumefaction of the breasts I have used it alternately with 
Belladonna with very satisfactory results. It has been used boldly 
— recklessly — by the allopathic school, in puerperal convulsions 
(eclamsia) as a substitute for blood-letting, but in such doses as to 
be nearly as injuriously pernicious as the abstraction of blood. I 
have never used it in that affection, but I have administered it in 
cases where I thought convulsions would ensue if not warded off, 
and with the apparent result of preventing that terrible array of 
symptoms. In puerperal mania it has proved curative. (See a 
case reported by Dr. Woodward.) Dr. Atlee reports a case as 
follows : "The labor had been preternatural, child delivered dead, 
by podalic version. She did well until ten days after confinement, 
when she became silent, suspicious, and distrustful of those about 
her, without any obvious cause. In the hope that the change was 
temporary, opium and perfect rest, with careful watching was 
enjoined. Two days after, symptoms of puerperal mania were still 
more developed; it was impossible for the doctor to come near 
her ; his presence seemed to terrify her, and her husband told him 
that since the previous visit, she expressed strong apprehensions that 
the doctor had poisoned her and meditated her destruction. She 
had slept little or none, and it was difficult to keep her confined to 
her bed and her room. In the hope that some benefit might result 
by controlling the general circulation and dimialshiag the nervous 
excitement, five drops of the tincture were given every three hours, 
as long as it did not produce nausea, vomiting, or prostration. On 
the following morning, on entering the room, he found his patient 
lying quietly and calmly on the bed, with a total absence of the 
sinister expression of the day before. She answered him slowly 
but in a whisper, put out her tongue, and let him feel her pulse 
64 
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without resistance. Upon inquiry he found that soon after the 
administration of the third dose of Veratrum on the previous 
evening, she had become calm, had rested quietly, and had 
remained so. Pulse fifty-six. She was cheerful and obedient, con^ 
versed rationally and freely, and without allusion to her previously 
unhappy condition. She recovered perfectly in a few days. Dr. 
Coe (Art. Veratrin, Cone. Org. Med.) states that a majority of the 
cases of mental aberration arise from and are dependent upon a 
morbidly increased activity of the nervous structiye of the abdo- 
men." " This," he says, " would seem to explain why Veratrin is 
of utility in the treatment of mania, melancholy, and mental weak- 
ness." (Very doubtfhl, H.) ''In cases of mental aberration, aooom- 
panied with torpor and debility of the abdominal organs, Veratrum 
will be found serviceable." (Mere theory, H.) 

dliest- — Oppression of the chest ; sensation as of a heavy load 
on the chest; anxious oppression of the chest; constant, dull, 
burning pain in the region of the heart, under the sternum ; burn- 
ing pain in the region of the heart ; oppression of the chest with 
nausea. The respiration decreases from 80 and 40 to 16 and 12 (in 
pneumonia;) respirations 12 to 14 (in healthy persons under the 
influence of the drug). 

Rkmabks. — ^The symptoiiis of oppression enumerated above are 
due principally to the debility caused by the drug ; the oppression 
comes on just before the vomiting, and toUh nausea. Dr. Burt's 
experiments with the Veratrum v. on cats, seem to show that it 
causes intense engorgement of the lungs. We would refer the 
reader to his paper, published herewith. In Dr. Burt's proving, 
made on himself, he makes no mention of any pains which may be 
termed pneumonic, or pleuritic ; the pain in the hearty only, was 
noticed. It is a notable fact, however, that in the proving of 
Tartar emetic, we have the same absence of acute thoracic pain ; 
yet the latter drug has a high reputation, even in the homoeopathic 
school, in the treatment of pneumonia. It is well known by all 
practical physicians that severe cases of pneumonia may run their 
course with little or no pain at any time being present. The 
Veratrum v. has not been extensively used by homoeopathists in the 
treatment of thoracic diseases. Satisfied with that time-honored 
remedy, Aconite, they prefer to adhere to that drug. But many 
of my colleagues, both East and West, agree with me in considering 
the Verat. v. as superior to Aconite, in pneumonia in particular. 
My own experience with it has, so far, been satisfactory. In the 
incipient stage of that affection, when simple engorgement only 
exists, I believe it has the power of arresting the disease, and in 
the later stages it proves a valuable auxiliary to such remedies as 
Bryonia, Phosphorus, Tartar emetic, and Sanguinaria. I usually 
give the lowest dilution, ten or fifteen drops of the 1st dec. every 
thirty or sixty minutes to adults, and half the quantity to children. 
In a few cases only have I been obliged to resort to the mother 
tincture. In one case, that of a strong, robust man, five drops were 
given every two hours ; after ten hours, profuse vomiting with 
sweating set in; the previously intense fever subsided, said did not 
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return^ and a rapid convalesoence followed. It was given on the 
third day of the fever, when there was bloody sputa, severe oppres- 
sion and pain in the chest (leil side), and all the physical signs of 
the first stage of pnenraonia. I deem it my duty, in this place, to 
give some of the large amount of allopathic testimony, for and 
against, the nse of this remedy ; for, as with their experience with 
Tartar emetic, we may gain valuable hints from their observations. 
Dr. Davidson (Nashville Journal of Medicine), says : " I have 
followed no other particular treatment for the last two years in 
pneumonia and pleurisy, than this medicine, and I am happy to 
say I have never seen a case terminate unfavorably under the 
treatment. I look upon the Yeratrum as being worth all the other 
treatments combined, for pleurisy, pneumonia, and all other diseases 
of an inflammatory character." Dr. Wood, in his Therapeutics, 
does not give you his personal experience, but says : '^ The testimony 
in its favor is so strong, and from so many sources, that it is 
impossible to refuse it credence.'' Dr. A. F. Patton (Tilden's 
Journal of Mat. Med., vol. L, p. 869,) writes: "Pneumonia is the 
disease in which Yeratrum viride is particularly indicated. It 
seems to have more controlling power in this than any other 
disease, reducing the inflammation, and favoring the expectoration 
in a very few hours; in some instances, vomiting is induced, which 
is generally of tough, viscid mucus; the pulse now rapidly 
declines, if not affected before ; the breathing becomes very easy, 
and the patient &lls into an easy sleep, with, perhaps, a gentle 
perspiration — the dose, now, is to be managed so as to sustain the 
depressed circulation. I And that, in pneumonia, it is better to 
reduce the pulse as soon as possible. The inflammation being in a 
degree arrested, the lung is saved from the more severe conse* 
quences of the second stage^ or that of red h^^atizc^ionj for the 
concrete fibrinous exudation being caused by a peculiar inflamma- 
tory action — thus, the cause being in part removed — this exudation 
is, in a great degree, arrested, and the patient, in a majority of 
cases, enters into a favorable convalescence." I have quoted the 
first authorities that came to hand, but I have looked on the 
immense amount of material, which is to be found scattered 
through the various periodicals, etc., and the opinions expressed 
above coincide with a majority of physicians who have written 
concerning the use of this medicine in pneumonia. There are, 
however, many of the most enlightened minds in the allopathic 
profession, who sturdily and rationally oppose its indiscriminate 
use. Among the most prominent of these, is Prof. Charles A. Lee. 
His objection can also be aptly applied to the use of Tartar emetic, 
an article so much abused by his school in the (mal) treatment of 
pneumonia. That drug, and the Yerat. v., act in a similar manner. 
In poisonous or pathogenetic doses, both cause engorgement and 
passive congestion of the lungs (primarily), and inflammation of 
those organs (secondarily). The allopath who uses Yeratrum 
viride for pneumonia, in the doses usually prescribed by his school, 
brings about the very conditions which caused the disease, namely, 
congestion. The homoeopath who administers this remedy, in the 
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first stage of pneumonia, in minute doses, — ^a drop of 1st or 2d dee. 
— ogives it npon the law of Similia^ and arrests the disease, or 
notably modifies it. In the second stage, when the inflammation is 
fairly established, it should be given in alternation with Phosphoms, 
or Sanguinaria; bat, the moment the pnlse ceases to be the pnlse 
of sthenic action, that moment the Yerat. must b^ omitted. The 
same may be said concerning the use of Aconite or Gelseminum ; 
or, if these remedies are administered at all, in snch conditions, 
only the highest potencies should be selected. No greater error 
can be made, than to give Aconite, Bryonia, Grelseminum, or 
Yeratrnm, in the low potencies, because the pulse is quick. A 
quick pulse must have many other qualities, to be the pulse of 
active inflammation, and to indicate these medicines. In Pleuritis^ 
the Veratrum, will probably never be a very useful remedy. Like 
Tartar emetic, it does not seem to affect the serous tissues, as does 
Aconite or Bryonia. 

Cardiac Symptoms. —Prickling pains in the region of the heart; 
dull, aching pains in the region of the heart; constant^ burning 
distress in the cardiac region; faintness after rising from the 
recumbent position ; syncope when walking, only relieved by 
lying down. (Burt.) The heart's pulsations reduced from sixty- 
eight to twenty-four (in health) ; and from one hundred and forty 
to thirty-three, in fevers; beats of the heart, low and feeble, 
scarcely perceptible (primary symptoms) ; palpitation of the heart ; 
fluttering sensation in the region of the heart; palpitation on taking 
the least exercise ; strong, loud beating of the heart, with quick 
pulse; palpitation with dyspnoea (secondary effects). 

Clinical Remabks. — ^It is generally believed that the Verat- 
rum viride acts upon the heart, through the nervous system, 
paralysmg the nervps of motion. It is supposed that Aconite and 
Verat. alb. act in a similar manner. (Gelseminum, I believe, to 
act more directly upon the muscular structiire of the heart.) The 
VefraJt. viride is primarily indicated in cardiac oppression, with 
passive congestion; cardiac debility, with fainting and, collapse 
therefrom. In those heart affections, occurring during prostrating 
diseases, after hemorrhages, etc., it may be used, but always in 
the minutest doses. No remedy exercises a more depressing action 
on the heart, than the Verat. v. in large doses. It is secondarily 
indicated in increased activity of the heart, after previous depres- 
sion. In carditis^ and pericarditis^ it has been used with alleged 
success by allopathic practitioners. In rheumatic affections of the 
heart, it is especially lauded, but may do as much injury as bleed- 
ing, if used in large doses. Having a similar action to Aconite, it 
will, perhaps, be found as useful as that medicine in heart affections. 
It does not, however, cause that intense cardiac anxiety, with fear 
of death, which Aconite does. It will be found palliative in many 
organic diseases of the heart, but should be used with great caution. 
It is not a ^^ cardiac tonic,^^ in material doses, as the Digitalis is said 
to be. It will alleviate, according to my experience, those palpita- 
tions, attended with faintness, or dyspnoea, which occur in many 
diseased conditions of the heart, or attend the " change of life '» in 
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women. Some of the symptoms felt by Dr. Burt, resemble those 
found in the pathogenesis of Spigelian It may be a matter of doubt, 
whether the " burning sensation,** experienced by Dr. Burt, was 
really in the heart; the esophagus may have been the seat of the 
sensation. 

Back* — ^Very severe, and constant, aching pains in the back of 
neck and shoulders, so that it was almost impossible to hold the 
head up. 

Clinioal Remarks. — By some practitioners it is valued very 
highly, as a remedy for Lumbago, also for neuralgic pains i« the 
back. It may prove valuable for some forms of spinal irritation, 
and even myelitis. We do not know what pathological changes 
it effects in the spinal cord. 

Extremities. — Drawing pains in the right elbow, and calves of 
the legs ; cramp of the legs (Burt) ; the fingers and toes cramped 
as in cholera; galvanic shocks in the limbs, frequently of such 
violence as to precipitate the patient out of bed (Coe) ; coldness, 
blueness, and dampness of the hands, feet, and limbs, with cramps 
of the extremities ; weakness and loss of power in the extremities ; 
paralysis of the lower limbs ; prickling, and partial loss of sensa- 
tion in the extremities. 
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* Nat. Ord. Xanthoxylaceae. — This shrub is known by the 
various names of Yellow-wood, Toothache-bush, Northern Prickly 
Ash, etc. It is an indigenous shrub, ten or twelve feet in height, 
with alternate branches, which ai-e armed with conical, brown 
prickles, at the insertion of the young branches. The leaves are 
alternate and pinnate ; the leaflets about five pairs with an odd 
one, nearly sessile, ovate, acute, with slight vesicular serratures, 
somewhat downy underneath. The common petiole is round, 
usually prickly on the back. The flowers are in small, dense, 
sessile umbels and have a somewhat aromatic odor. The Prickly 
Ash is a native of North America, growing from Canada to Vir- 
ginia, and west to the Mississippi, in woods, thickets, and the river 
banks, flowering in April and May before the appearance of the 
leaves. The entire plant contains medicinal properties. The fra- 
grance is due to a volatile oil which may be extracted by ether or 
alcohol. Both the bark and berries are officinal. The bark from 
which the tincture was prepared for proving, comes in fragments 

* A Report of the Committee on Materia Medloa of the MaseaoliasettB Medical Soeletj*. 
By Obarles OiOlia, M. D., Beaton, aod oontribated to thia work by him. 
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of various sizes, quilled, light or ash-colored externally, internally 
white and glossy ; it is faintly odorous, and has a slightly aromatic 
taste. The bark of the Prickly Ash has been found to contain a 
fixed oil of a greenish color, volatile oil, resin, coloring matter, 
gum, and a crystallizable matter, which has been named Xan- 
thoxylin. Dr. King, in his Dispensatory, speaks of Prickly Ash as 
*'a stimulant, tonic, alterative and sidagogue. Taken mto the 
stomach, it causes a feeling of warmth, slightly accelerates the 
pulse, and determines to the skin, causing a gentle moisture. It 
IS used as a stimulant in languid states of the system, and as a 
sialogogue in paralysis of the tongue and mouth. It has proved 
highly beneficial in chronic rheumatism, colic, syphilis, hepatio 
derangements, and wherever a stimulating alterative treatment is 
requu-ed.'' 

FiBST PBOvma. — Mr. 8., aged twenty-nine, light hair, nervous 
temperament, July 9th, 1862, took at 10 p. m., four drops of Xan- 
thoxylum tinct.. Immediately a smart peppery taste in mouth and 
fauces ; slept hard all night ; on the morning of the 10th, took ten 
drops followed by the same smarting or prickly sensation in the 
mouth and throat, which soon extended to the stomach, followed 
by an increased pulse and a degree of heat all over the body. In 
five minutes a dull headache in space not larger than half a dollar 
over the nose ; in fifteen minutes, sharp, shooting pains in right side 
(like pleurisy pains) occasionally extending through to the shoulder 
blade ; these pains increased in severity and lasted half an hour, 
during this time there was a continual desire to take a long breath ; 
in one hour a dull pain in the right ear, seeming to affect the jaw 
socket, the kind of pain which one has when he doen't know 
whether it is his tooth or ear that aches ; this pain lasted two 
hours and then gradually wore away. Two days after, took twelve 
drops at 8 o'clock in the evening, followed by dryness of both 
nostrils, constant desire to take a long breath ; flatulence ; gaping ; 
one half hour after, throbbing headache over right eye with nausea ; 
sharp pains in right side, of a neuralgic character ; severe pain in 
the right ami, commencing just above the bend of the elbow; 
severe pain in the wrist and extending to the thumb ; in three 
quarters of an hour, ringing in ears, more particularly in right 
ear; throbbing headache, pulse 100; slept hard all night; awoke 
in the morning, languid and depressed ; no appetite. July 14th, 
8 p. M., same prover took twenty drops ; in five minutes severe 
frontal headache, with dizziness; continual desire to take long and 
deep respirations ; terrible, nervous frightened feeling; head feels 
full ; pain over right eye ; pain in right side ; sharp, shooting pain ; 
decided catarrhal symptoms; watering of the eyes and nose; 
tightness of the head, with the pain increasing over the eyes ; in 
fifteen minutes increased desire for long respiration ; flatulence ; 
pain in right arm; pain in right knee ; drowsiness all the evening; 
urine at night, and the next morning, scanty and high colored. 
September 3d, 8 p. m., took twenty-five drops, almost immediately 
experienced the same desire for deep and long respirations; in 
five minutes, pulse 100; frontal headache; nausea; twenty minutes 
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after, pulse still at 100, but more feeble; one hour after, pulse 
82, feeble and irregular. 

Second Provino. — Mr, A,, twenty-seven years of age, 
dark brown hair, fair complexion* phlegmatic * temperament. 
July 9th, took three drops at bed-time; slept hard and heavy; 
dreamed of flying about over tops of houses ; in the morning, felt 
pain in right leg; bowels constipated; took three drops, felt 
sleepy all the morning; great depression ; after dinner felt a bunch 
in the left side of the throat when swallowing; after supper, dis- 
charge from bowels ; on going to bed bunch in throat shifted to 
right side. July 11th, at 6.30 a. m., took five "drops; in fifteen 
mmutes discharge from bowels; also another after breakfast ; 
sleepy feeling all the morning with headache. At 6 p. m., another 
discharge from bowels; flatulence; slight hacking cough. July 
11th, took twelve drops, strong, peppery sensation in mouth and 
throat ; five minutes after, had a darting pain under and back of 
the right ear ; right nostril seems filled up ; sensation of soreness 
in right side of throat ; fifteen minutes after, had a darting pain in 
the left temple, recurring again and again; drowsy symptoms 
appear prominent; also, about the upper part of the cranium an 
achy feeling accompanied by flashes of throb-like pain, as if the 
top of the head were about being taken off; flatulency; slight 
pain inside right arm, just above elbow; one hour ailer felt 
a good deal of tightening about the chest, which continued with 
much inclination to gape. At 10.30 p. m., or two hours after, 
some pain in right side below ribs ; continued gaping ; head dull, 
and aching; a flash of pain in right thumbs extending to hand; 
another in calf of right leg; legs and feet feel tired. July 12th, 
had a discharge from bowels before breakfast, and one after ; sore- 
ness of throat with expectoration of tough mucus. 

Third Proving. — Prover, light complexion, sanguine-nervous 
temperament, active habit, uniform health, age thirty-three. Took 
two drops of tincture followed by these symptoms: burning and 
dry feeling in the mouth and tongue ; diffused pain in the upper 
part of the forehead ; worse in the right side ; pain extends to the 
base o{ the brain, with soreness; shaking the head produces a 
feeling of looseness or quivering of the brain followed by dizziness ; 
rumbhng of the abdomen, with soreness on pressure ; discharge of 
mucus from the nose with congested feeling, as if it were about to 
bleed ; dull, heavy, grinding pain in the left eye ; feeling of fulness 
or pressure at the epigastnum ; empty eructations with slight taste 
of ingesta ; slept soundly without dreaming, but soon after waking 
at 7 o'clock next morning, had severe griping abdominal pains 
with thin brown, diarrhceic discharge, mixed with some mucus • 
anorexia, could eat but a few mouthfuls at breakfast, and could 
only drink a half cup of coffee, which was vomited soon afterwards* 
griping pain continued at intervals, with a general feeling of indifl 
ference and malaise ; discharge of dry and bloody scales of mucus 
from the nose; hoarseness with some husky feelihg in the throat* 
obliged to clear the throat frequently. This hoarseness and obstruct 
tion of the throat continued some days after the other symptom^ 
had subsided. 
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Pbovings by Women. — 1st. Miss D., aged twenty-six ; black 
hair ; active habit ; good health. Took twelve drops of the tinc- 
ture. In five minutes felt pressure in the head, with fulness of the 
veins. In ten minutes, dull pain in right knee. In fifteen minutes, 
pain in both elbows, and back of the head, also a bewildered sensa- 
tion ; p£un in the lid of the right eye. Half an hour after sense of 
heat aU over the veins, with a desire to be bled ; flash of heat from 
head to foot. One hour after taking the medicine^ pain in ankle ; 
flash of heat ; pain in left heel ; a feeling of enlargement of the 
throat ; pain in right side of the throat ; dull pain in left elbow, 
passing to the palm of the hand, then to the shoulder ; pain in left 
side ; heavy feeling in the top of the head ; pain in the left leg 
between the hip and knee ; pain in left elbow and left side of the 
head ; dull pain in left knee, also in left elbow, extending to the 
hand, then in left side and top of the left foot ; a feeling of numb- 
ness through the whole of the left side of the body from head to 
foot, the division made perceptible in the head, affecting half of 
the nose — ^this feeling lasted two or three minutes; pain in left 
knee. Two hours after, pain in left knee, very severe ; slight pain 
in left side, and under the left shoulder-blade, also the left hip ; the 
pain in the left knee has lasted, without cessation, a little more 
than half an hour ; pain in lower jaw and left side; the whole left 
arm and shoulder numb; pain in both feet, shooting up to the 
knees. 

2nd. Mrs. H., aged 30. Took ten drops of the tincture at 9:20 
p. M. ; pulse, 80, Soon after taking it began to experience a feeling 
of depression and weakness ; weakness of the lower limbs, with 
pain in the knees. At 0:30 p. m., pulse 14 soft ; slight nausea, 
with sense of oppression at the stomach ; nausea increased as did 
the pains of the extremities, accompanied with frequent chills. 
Next evening same prover took twenty drops of the tmcture ; did 
not experience the feeling of depression in so great degree as the 
night before ; the weakness of the limbs and pain in the knees 
about the same ; some pain in the left side ; menses appeared 
next momingy being one toeek before the usual time ; was attended 
with a good deal of pain. 

3rd. Mrs. J., aged twenty-eight ; light complexion ; sanguine 
temperament ; good health. Took twenty drops of the tincture at 
8 o'clock p. M. In about twenty minutes noticed a tightening of 
the scalp, and heavy pains in temples, with a twitching in left 
knee, and trembling in right. On the following day took at 11 
o'clock A. M., twenty drops ; felt same feelings in head ; did not 
notice lower limbs. 2 o'clock p. m,, took twenty-two drops; 
felt t\)fi same headache, or severe pain and tightening. 3 o'clock 
p. M., took twenty-five drops; increase of head difficulties, with a 
great heat and a quiet flowing (menstrual), being two days in 
advance of proper time. 8 o'clock p. m., took twenty drops ; some 
headache ; all the system quiet, with an unnatural forcing of nature ; 
went to sleep as usual, and in dreadful distress and pain^ baffling 
description; profuse flowing; the pain (or agony) continued until 
noon of next day, when it gradually subsided. 
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Clabbification of STHPTOMs.-*Iead. — Headache over both 
eyes; throbbing headache; pressure over noae; grinding pain in 
liead with nausea ; head feels heavy, particularly the right side ; 
pressure in the forehead ; pressure and pain over the eyes ; severe 
pain in the top of the head; pain directly over the root of the nose; 
leeling of fulness in the bead ; head seems as if divided — the divi- 
sion seeming to extend to the nose; pain in the top of the head as if 
the top would oome off. 

SlMP* — Hard; unre freshed in the morning ; drowsiness; sleeps 
heavy, and dreams of flying about over tops of houses ; annoying 
dreams. 

Skin. — Skin feels hot and sore^ 

Fever.— Fever, followed by greait depression; flashes of heat 
from head to foot ; nausea followed by chills ; pulse quick ; face 
flushed and hot. 

Moral Syliftomi* — Great despondency; irritability; anguish 
about the chest ; fearfulnesa. 

Senforlnm.— Heaviness of the head; head feels full; vertigo; 
bewildered feeling; insensibility. 

Eyes. — ^Laohrymation; pain in the lid of the right eye; dull, 
heavy pain in the left eye. 

Ian. — Dull pain in the left ear ; ringing in the right ear. 

Hose. — ^Pressure in the nose; fluent coryza; discharge of bloody 
muc us from the nose, particularly from the right nostril. 

Jaw.— Pain in the right jaw socket ; dull pain in the left side of 
the lower jaw. 

Montli. — Ptyalism; tongue coated yellow; foul taste in the 
mouth ; tongue and mouth feel hot. 

TMroat. -^Throbbing in the throat; right side of throat feels 
sore; sensation of swelling; hoarseness; soreness of throat, with 
expectoration of tough mucus. 

Stomacli. — ^Fluttering in the stomach ; a feeling of heaviness in 
the stomach ; eructations with nausea. 

Abdomen. — Colic pain in right iliac region ; fulness and pressure 
at the epigastrium ; griping in the bowek ; rumbling, with soreness 
on pressure. 

8tool.^— Inodorous discharges, with tenesmus; thin, brown dis- 
charges, with mucus. 

Urine.— Profuse and light-colored. 

Chest. — Oppression of the chest, with desire to take deep inspir- 
ations; shortness of breath; tightness of the chest; difS^culty to 
inflate the chest ; pain in the left side under fourth rib. 

Arms. — ^Pain in the right shoulder and arm ; pain inside the arm 
just above the elbow ; pain in right elbow ; pain and pricking feel- 
ing in right arm, extenaing to the third finger ; pain in little finger 
of right hand ; numbness of the left arm ; pricking and throbbing 
sensation in left arm and fingers. 

legs. — Excessive weakness of the lower limbs ; pain in the 
calf of right leg ; pain in left leg between hip and knee ; pain in 
the top of the left foot; pain in the third toe of the left foot. 

55 
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CtoneratlTe Or^ftos of Women. — Appearance of the menses too 
soon. Profuse menses with violent pahis. Leucorrhcea. 

Clinical Remabks. — Clinically, I have used this remedy in 
Dysmenorrhcea and AmenorrfMBa with marked success. One or two 
cases will serve for illustration : Miss A., aged twenty-five ; brun- 
ette; has suffered from menstrual irregularities since their first 
appearance ; the catamenia appearing in three, four, or five months, 
and at that time her sufferings were excruciating. Her general 
health otherwise was good. At the time of consulting me, she had 
not had her catamenia for two months. I gave her Aanthoxylum 
1st dilution, five drops three times a day. In three days her menses 
appeared, and much to her joy, with little pain. Miss B., light 
complexioned, nervous temperament, aged twenty-five, consulted 
me for suppression of menses received by getting her feet wet, she 
being then about one week past her time. I gave her Xanthoxy- 
lum 1st dec, five drops every three hours. Her menses appeared 
the next day. Mrs. C., aged thirty-two, mother of ten children, 
a large, fleshy woman, had not menstruated for five months, and 
previous to that time had not for three or four months. Gave 
Xanthoxylum 1st, to be taken three times a day. Menses appeared 
in four days. 

In Dysmenorrhoea, I have used this drug with very satisfactory 
results. I will quote one marked case : Mrs. D., aged twenty-six ; 
spare habit ; scrofiilous diathesis ; had suffered for years from dys- 
menorrhoea. Her sufferings were so great that she would be con- 
fined to her bed for two or three days. She had tried all sorts of 
treatment, but without any relief. She came under my care, say- 
ing the only way she could live through her menstrual period was 
to drink whisky or gin until she was intoxicated. For several 
months I treated her with the usual remedies, but without any bene- 
ficial result. I then gave her Xanthoxylum 8rd dec. ; this comr 
pletely cured her. She was eittravagant in the pruse of this rem- 
edy. It has never failed to relieve her. 

I think Xanthoxylum more especially indicated in females of 
spare habit, nervous temperament, and delicate organization. In 
some cases of plethoric habit it has failed me. In LeiicorrhoBa with 
Amenorrhoea, it has proved very successful. In after-pains in obste- 
tric practice, I have found it of inestimable value ; also, in profuse 
flowing and threatened abortion. I have used it in Opthdlmia^ 
both locally and internally, with excellent results. 
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[Thli WM r«ce1y«d too lata flsr loaertton In Itt proper plaee.] 
DB« W. H. BUBT's PEOVIWO. 

May 5th, 1864, 10 jl. m.— Took SO drops of the fluid extract of 
DioBoorea. Half an hoar after taking the medicine, commenced to 
have pain in the whole epigastrium, and region of the gall-bladder, 
quite severe, of a cutting, tearing character, at times spasmodic* 
3 p. M. — Slight distress in the stomach; took forty drops. 6 p. m. — 
Slight, dull, frontal headache ; frequent empty eructations, constant 
dull pain in the epigastric and umbilical regions, with frequent 
colicky pains of a cutting, tearing nature; great depression of 
spirits. 8 P. k. — Slight frontal headache ; frequent, sharp pains in 
the stomach and region of the gall-bladder; frequent, sharp, cutting 
pains in the umbihcal region, aggravated by walking; frequent 
drawing pains in the left shoulder and neck ; drawing pains in the 
knees and ankles, the knees are very weak when walking ; constant 
dull pain in the lumbar region, aggravated by stooping or walking; 
took fifty drops. 

May 6th. — Awoke three times in the night with severe 
cutting pains in the umbilicus. There is constant dull aching 
puns in the umbilicus, with occasional colicky pains ; severe frontal 
headache ; thick yellowish- white coating on the tongue ; rough, flat 
taste in the mouth ; black, dry lumpy stool ; dull heavy pain in the 
lumbar-sacral region, very much worse by stooping ; fingers ache 
and are quite stiff; drawing pains in the ankles and feet. Took 
sixty drops, p. m. — Slight, dull headache ; rough feeling in the 
fauces, with constant inclination to swallow; constant aching 
distress in the umbilicus ; dull aching pains in the back ; drawing 
pains in the calves of the legs and anldes. Took 100 drops,^ 11a. 
M. — ^Dull, frontal headache ; dry, rough feeling in the fences, with 
frequent inclination to swallow ; constant, dull, aching pains in the 
whole umbilical region, with frequent, sharp, cutting pains all 
through the small intestines ; dull drawing pains in the fore-arms 
and wrists ; drawing pain between the shoulders ; constant, severe 
drawing pains in tlie calves of the leg^ and ankles ; knees are 
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feeling very weak ; disposition to yawn and stretch. 3 p. m.— The 

Eains are all the same, only more mild, took 200 drops. 5 p. m. — 
light frontal headache ; rough feeling in. the fauces, with frequent 
inclination to swallow; constant distress in the umbilical and 
hypogastric regions, with severe cutting, colicky pains every few 
minutes in the stomach and small intestines; bearing down 
prolapsed feelinor of the anus ; feeling very weak, hands and legs 
tremble constantly, can hear my heart beating afler walking a little. 
Pulse 80 ; sharp pulsating pain just at the top of the sternum, 
lasting an hour ; severe drawing yains in' my elbows, wrists and 
fingers, at times the pain in the hngers is very sharp ; constant 
dull aching pain in the lumbar saoral region, very much worse by 
bending the spine ; dull drawing pains in the knees and ankles, very 
sharp cutting pains in the bottom of the feet and toes ; the right 
ankle and foot has the most pain in it. 9 p. h. — Slight frontal head- 
ache, with occasional sharp pains in the right temple; dryness of 
the^uces; constant aching distress in the whole of the bowels, 
with frequent sharp cutting pains in the stpmach and small intes- 
tines. Three hemorrhoidal tumors have made their appearance, 
and are partially prolapsed ; there is constant dull pain and distress 
in the anus ; the pulsating pain at the upper part of the sternum 
is still there, it is very distressing; fiying pains all through the 
chest and back (cervical portion); constant dull pain in the small of 
the back, and hips, cannot bear to stoop down, it is so painful ; 
constant, duD, drawing pains in the elbows, wrists, hands and 
fingers ; the pain in the fingers is very severe, of a cutting, tearing 
nature ; constant, dull, aching pain in the ankles, feet and toes ; the 
pain the toes is of a tearing, cutting character; took 150 drops. 

May Yth, a. m. — Slept soundly, but perspired a good deal, awoke 
at 2 A. M., with great burning distress in the stomach ; dull frontal 
headache, tongue coated white; fiat pappy taste ; tonsils slightly 
congested; constant aching distress in the stomach and bowels; 
stomach is quite painful when pressed upon ; stool, first pai*t black, 
very dry and hard, last part mushy and white. The stool was 
followed by the protrusion of four hemorrhoidal tumors, the size of 
large red cherries, with great pain and distress in the anus ; con-r 
stant dull backache ; hands and fingers ache and are very stiff; 
dosing the hands is very painful; ankles, feet, and toes are also very 
stifif, and ache constantly. After exercising two hours my hands 
and feet felt quite free from pain. Took 100 drops, at 10 a. m.— 
Slight headache ; constant distress in the umbilicus. The hsemor- 
rhoidal tumours are constantly prolapsed, which is very distressing 
and painful ; dull aching pains in the wrists, hands, and fingers, 
ankles, feet and toes; they are feeling quite stiff. Took 200 drops. 
12 M. — Slight frontal headache ; constant aching, burning distress 
in the epigastric and umbilical regions ; dull, heavy aching distress 
in the right lobe of the liver ; constant, dull, aching pain in the 
whole lumbar region ; bending the spine produces sharp, cutting 
pains all along the lumbar region ; dull pains in the hands and 
feet ; three of the hemorrhoidal tumors are of the color of the 
mucous membrane of the anus^ and are the w&e of very large red 
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cherries ; the other one is not so lar^e, and is of a very dark, livid, 
blue color. 4 p.m. — very severe ^ontal headache; feeling very 
faint and weak ; hands and legs tremble constantly ; vertigo with 
great faintness; have to lie down to keep from Mnting; seems to 
all centre at the stomach ; great distress in the stomach, with fre- 
quent, sharp, prickly pains in it; sharp, catting pains every few 
minntes in the umbilical region ; dull, aching distress in my wrists, 
hands, fingers, ankles, feet and toes. Fearing that I would have 
spasms, I took three doses of camphor with no relief. I then 
inhaled chloroform every few minutes until 7 p. m. The chloroform 
gave great relief, but would last only a short time, when the great 
faudtness would come on again ; at 7 p. h., the ^Euntness left me. 
9 p. m. — severe frontal headache ; constant and verv severe burning 
distress in the whole of the epigastrium ; distress m the umbilicus, 
and desire for stool ; very hard," dry, lumpy stool, followed by pro- 
lapsus of the anus, with great pain and distress in the haemorrhoids; 
feeling very weak in the knees; constant, aching distress in the 
hands and feet ; very weak in the knees, can just walk ; constant 
trembling of the arms and legs ; very severe backache. 

May 8th. — Slept well until midnight, after that, was very rest- 
less until morning ; skin dry and hot ; pulse 62, while lying down ; 
dull, frontal headache ; great distress in the stomach, but not so 
much of the buimiog; tongue coated yellowish white; flat, rough 
taste ; stomach is very tender, cannot bear to have it pressed upon ; 
very severe pain in the upper portion of the lumbar region, when 
bending the spine ; soft mushy stool, very yellow, at 8 a. m^ fol- 
lowed by a very weak, faint feeling ; hands and fingers ache all the 
time ; fingers are very stiff; dull pain in the ankles and feet, 8 p. m^ 
felt quite well until 2 p. h., when the great burning distress came 
on again in my stomach ; dull headache ; very lame back ; the hem- 
orrhoids are verv troublesome ; my hands and feet have been feel- 
ing quite easy all day after the first hour ; exercise relieves all of 
the rheumatic symptoms. 

May 9th. — Slept well ; awoke at 5 a. m., with severe pain in the 
umbilical and hypogastric regions, and great distress for stool; 
very profuse thin, yellow stool, that did not relieve the pain in the 
bowels ; feeling very &int at the stomach, and weak ; 7 a. h., 
another very thin deep yellow stool, which relieved the pain a good 
deal, followed by the great fitintness at the stomach ; eating would 
not relieve it ; 9 p. h., have been feeling quite well all day, but 
since 6 p. m., the great burning distress in the stomach has been 
constant ; severe neuralgic pain in the left groin all the evening. 

May 10th. — Slept well ; this morning have the great burning in 
my stomach ; slight distress in the bowels, with a deep yellow 
diarrhoeic stool ; hands and feet are quite stiff; dull back-ache ; the 
hemorrhoidal tumors are free from pain and are getting smaller. 
The backache lasted one week after taking the remedy. 

Characteristic Peculiarities.— The rheumatic symptoms are 

. worse at night and early in the morning ; first hour the pains are 

very much aggravated by motion, after that, motion relieves them ; 
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diarrhcea early in the morning; all the pains are worse while 
sitting still ; relieved by motion. 

Mind* — Great depression of spirits ; no desire to move ; very sad. 

Kerrons System* — Great weariness and loss of strength; con- 
stant trembling of the hands and legs ; pain and spasms of the 
bowels ; slowness of the heart's action ; vertigo with great faintness 
at the stomach; disposition to faint; disposition to yawn and 
stretch. 

Heaa« — Constant, dnll, frontal headache, more in the top of the 
forehead ; very severe frontal headache ; sharp catting pains in the 
right temple. 

. Moatb aid Tong^ae. — ^Tongue coated white and yellowish-white ; 
flat pappy taste in the mouth ; dryness of the fimces with freqaent 
inclination to swallow ; rough feeling of the fiuices; tonsils slightly 
congested. 

Stomacli.— Freqaent empty eructations ; constant distress in the 
stomach, more in the afternoon and evening; severe catting, tear- 
ing pains in the stomach and region of the gall-bladder ; at times 
the pains are of a spasmodic character ; constant dnll pain in the 
stomach ; great baming distress in the stomach, with sharp prickling 
pains in it and faintness ;. great faintness at the stomach ; stomach 
very painful on pressure. 

Liver. — ^The appearance of the alvine evacuations shows that 
it has a mai*ked effect apon the liver; sharp, cutting pains in 
the region of the gall-bladder; dull, heavy, aching pains in the 
right lobe of the liver ; the stools are very black, dry and hard ; 
large, deep, yellow, papescent stools, showing an increased secretion 
of bile, then light-colored stools. 

Urinary and Genital Organs. — No special effects observed. 

ibdomen- — Constant, dull pain in the epigastric and nmbilical 
regions, with frequent colicky pains of a cattmg, tearing character; 
frequent sharp, cutting pains in the umbilicas, aggravated by walk- 
ing ; awoke three times in the night witn severe colicky pains in 
the umbilicus; constant, dull pains in the ambilicus, with freqaent 
sharp, cutting pains all throng the intestines. 

Stool and Anus. — Black, dry, hard, lumpy stool, last part of it 
soft, white and mushy ; dry, black stool, followed by prolapsus of 
the anus; the anus has four hemorrhoidal tumours on it as large as 
red cherries ; three are the color of the mucous membrane ot the 
intestine; the other is of a livid, dark, blue color, the prover never had 
hsamorrhoidal tumors in his life, excepting ojae tumor after pro- 
ving the Veratum v. and strong 'symptoms of it while proving Aes- 
ulus. He considers these hemorrhoidal tumors truly a pathogenetic 
symptom of the Dioscorea; obstinate constipation followed by 
bilious diarrhcea; severe pain in the umbilical and hypogastric regions, 
with great desire for stool ; very profuse, deep yellow, thin stool, 
followed by a very weak, fiunt feeling, and without relieving the 
pain in the bowels. This continued two days, in the mornings then 
was followed by constipation. The hemorrhoidal tumors were 
prolapsed all the time, with great pain and distress in them. 
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Chest* — Sharp pulsating pain in the top of the sternum ; Rharp 
stitohes all through the cnest and oervicai portion of the back; 
drawing pain between the shoulders. 

Back.— Constant doll pain in the lumbar region ; dull aching 
pain in the lumbar-sacral region very much aggravated by bending 
the spine ; doll pain in the small of the baoK ; bending the spine 
produces sharp cutting pains in all of the lumbar vertebra ; back is 
quite stiff, especially in the morning. 

Arms,— Frequent drawing pains in the elbows, wrists, hands and 
fingers ; severe, cutting pains in the elbows, wrists and fingers ; 
constant dull pains in the wrists, hands and fingers, with frequent 
sharp pains in the fingers ; fingers are very stifi^, can hardly close 
them, they are so painful. 

Lower Extremities. — Dull drawing pains in the knees and 
ankles ; very sharp pain in the bottom of the feet and toes ; con- 
stant dull pains in the ankles, feet and toes, with sharp pain in the 
toes ; the toes are very stif^ especially in the morning. 



iESCULUS HIPPOCASTANUM. 

PEOVING BY C. H. LEE, M. D. 
{B§cHved too laUfar ituertion toUh th* other Provinffa <if »am€ Mediein§,y 

Prover healthy; temperament nervous — sanguine. 

December 26, 1863. Took one drop of the third attenuation. 

December 27. Felt drowsy ; tongue coated white. 

December 28« Very dull and stupid ; disposition to sleep all the 
time ; felt weak ; very severe lancinating headache at the base of 
the brain as if too full ; white coating on the tongue ; borborygmus 
and flatus which was foetid; abdomen swollen and tympanitic; 
took two drachms. 

December 29. Same symptoms as yesterday, with sore throat, 
which was inflamed; throat felt hot; worse on left side; left 
tonsil very much swollen and painful on deglutition ; stools, of a 
light brown color and very soft — ^frequent, but not to extent of 
a diarrhoea; no appetite; no more of the drug taken. 

December 30. Same symptoms as above, but worse ; about 4 
o'clock, p. M., severe chill which lasted three hours; heat of the 
fire relieved me; from 7 to 12 at night, very high fever; pulse 
about 130; no thirst during the chill or fever, but rather an 
increase of saliva ; head aches all over as if it would burst ; photo- 
phobia; profuse hot perspiration with the fever; dyspnoea with 
rapid breathing; lungs feel heavy and as if they were engorged; 
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heart's action very rapid and heavy— would jar me while lying 
down, and could feel the pulsation all ove^r the body ; my stomach 
felt as if it would fall don'u into the intestines ; urine scanty and of 
a mahogany color, and as it passed through the urethra it burned 
like hot water ; a sore spot on the right parietal bone, which upon 
pressure, felt as if a knife was piercing through; took no medicine 
to-day. 

December 31. Fever crone ; pulse about ninety ; neck very stiff 
and swollen ; both tonsils swollen and of a fiery red color ; difficult 
deglutition ; head not aching so much, but is worse on stooping 
or getting up from a chair ; breathing more natural ; spitting of 
blood on getting up in the morning; no cough; stools hard and 
dark brown; urine not so high colored, with a brown sediment; 
took none of the drug. 

January 1, 1864. I have severe shooting pains in the left 
temple ; eyes of a pinkish hue ; dull pain in the region of the 
spleen; stools hard; no other symptoms. 

January 2. Stools soft ; urine yellow, with a thick, white 
mucus sediment ; took four drops of the tincture. 

January 3 and 4. Appearance of haemorrhoids like ground nuts, 
of a purple color ; very painful, and with sensation of burning — 
(the prover never had hffimorroids before). 

January 6. Felt a dryness in the soft palate ; a fulness in the 
head; stools natural; urine dark, some little sediment; took 
eight drops. 

January 8. Throat dry as if it was scraped, and swollen; bor- 
borygmus ; flatus foetid ; took one drachm. 

January 10. Dryness of the back part of throat ; severe head- 
ache as if the head would split; desire to pass water often, but 
little at a time. 

January 11. Symptoms same as above; a dry, burning sensatioa 
of the fauces and palate ; a quantity of tluck, yellow phlegm in the 
mouth ; tongue coated yellow ; bowels loose ; stools brown ; urine 
scanty, and dark brown, no sediment; pulse hard and frequent; 
dull, aching pain in elbow joint of left arm; took no more of 
the drug. 
, January 12. Symptoms begin to diminish. 

January 14. Ko symptoma. 
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ABORTUS— 

Aletris far. 35, 36. Asolepias syr. 63. 

Helonias d 241. Saoguia. can. 380. 

Erigeron oanad. 153. Trililam p. 407. 

Gimioifaga, 118. yeratrum yir. 424. 

GoBsipium, 217. 
AFTER PAINS— 

Pod. pelt. 348. Caulopbylliim, 88, 89. 

Gimicifuga, 117. 
ALBUMINURIA- 

Eupator. purp. 166. Ghimaphila, 99. 
AKAUROSIS- 

Gelseminum, 194. Cimicifoga, 110. 

Yeratrum y. 421. 
AHENORRHOBA— 

Aletrifl farm. 35. Helonias dioioal,- 41. 

Seneoio, 392. Sang. 378. Gelsem.206. 

Gimioifnga, 114. Zantkozylom, 434. 

Gossipiom, 217. 
ANiEMIA- 

Heloniav, 244. Hydrastis can. 266. 
ANGINA- 

Aram triphyl. 57. dangninaria, 376. 

Hydrastis, 264. 
ANOREXIA— 

Eupatorinm peifbliatun, 163. 
ANURT- 

Apooynnm oannabinnm, 48. 
ANOSMU- 

Gelseminnm, 195. 
APPETITB, EXCE8SIVE- 

Gollinsonia canadensis, 126. 
APTH.fi- 

Euphorbia cor. 171. Enpat. arom. 167. 

Canlopbyllnm, 87. Oomiis flor. . 136. 

Hydnutis, 256, 
APHONIA- 

Gelseminnm, 198, 211. Bnmez a. 366. 

Baptisia, 80. 
APOPLEXT- 

Oeliemmiim, 192. . 8angaiiuuria» 373. 



ARDOR URINJE- 

Asclepias s. 63. 
ASTHMA- 

Baptisia, 80. Enpatorinm. perfbL 164. 

Aram trlpbyllam, 68. 
ASTHENOPIA— 

Gelseminom, 193. 
ASCARIDES- 

Apooynom androsemifoliom, 39. 
ASCITES— 

Apocynnm cannabintim, 46. 

BRAIN, AFFBOTtONS OF— 

Gypripedium, 145. Gelsamimim, 191.* 
BILIARY DERANGBMEKTS— 

Leptandria, 290, 289. 
BILIOUS FEVER— 

Podopbyllum, 333. 
BILIOUS COLIO— 

Dioscorea, 147. 
BRONOHIAL AFFEOnOHS- 

Eupator. perfol. 164. Eriger. can. 166. 
BRONOHITIS- 

Sangninaria, 381. Gelseminnm, 211. 

Enpatorinm perf. 164. 
BBONOHOOELE- 

Phytolaoca, 30a . 



OATARRH- 

Arnm tr. 68. Apo<^nm oaanab. 46. 

Hydrastis, 253, 261. Phytdaooa, 313. 

Gelseminnm, 195. Rnmez crisp. S61. 

Cimicifnga, 111. Baptisia tinetoria, 76. 

Sangnin. 373, 380. Enpatorinm, 164. 

Sticta pnlmonaria, 401. Trilliam,4p7. 

Asclepias, 68. 
OANCERS- 

Pbytolaeca, 313. Hydmrtis, Mi^ 949. 
OAKP DIARRHCBA- 

Lepteadrift» 294. 
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OABDIALGIA— 

Iris yenioolor, 288. Gelsemin. 199. 
Dioflcorea, 149. Caolophylliim, 87. 
OABDITIS- 

Yeratnim yiride, 428. 
CANINE HUNGER— 

Enpatoriam perf. 163. 
OANOBUM ORIS (Sm HydniUt)- 

Trillium, 404. 
OAOHEXIA— 

Hydrastis, 252. 
CSREBRITIS- 

Yeratnim viride, 421. 
CEREBRAL G0NGE8TI0N- 

Aletris farin. 35. Sangoinaria, 373. 

Yeratnim t., 420. 
CEBEBR0.8PINAL MENTNGITIS- 

Baptisia tinetaria, 75. 
OEPHALALGIA-- 

.fisonloB glabra, 18. Apoej. andr. 39. 

Aflolepias syriaoa, 61. Phytolaooa, 311. 

Nnphar Intea, 304. Cimidfuga, 109. 

Kiipliarl.,304. Baptiflia tinotoria, 75. 

Canlfqthyllam, 87. 
CHANCRE, PHAGADBNIC— 

Sangoinana oan. 379. 
CHOBSA— 

Oelseminiim, 178. Cimioiftiga, 112. 

Yeratram rkida, 411, 414, 421. 
CnLOBOBIA** 

Seneoio gneQIf, 89S. 
CHRONIC COUGHw 

.fifouliu, 24. 
CIRCOCELE- 

Hamamelii yirginioa, 23S. 
COUP DE SOLEIL- 

GeUiemiiiu, 191. Yamtmm vir. 420. 
GHOLBBA XORBTO^ 

Podophyllum peltatum, 847. Iria, 281. 

Dioiooroa, 148. YanMnim Tiride, 424. 
CHQLERA INFANTUM*- 

Pod. pelt. 347. L^rfsandiia ftrg. 297« 

Euphorbia, 170. Oomus oir. 187, 135. 
COLIO- 

Aletris, 35. Iris, 280. Phytolacca, 319. 

Gelseminum, 200. Leptandria, 291. 

Piosoorea, 147, 438. JUntho^L 433. 

Podophyllum, 340. 
COICA- 

Gelseminum, 192. 

coNJtJNcnvms— 

. Hydrastis oanadenslB, 263. 
CONGESTION OF BRAIN— 

Gelieminum, 191. 
OOftTEA- 

Phytolaooa, 313. Sanguinaria, 380. 



C0N8TIPATI0N- 

.ZBsonlus, 18. Apooynum andros. 40. 

Hydras., 266. Phy., 319. Collins., 129. 

Gelseminum, 201. Hamamelis, 225. 

Ghimaphila, 100. 
CORNEA, OPACITY OF— 

Hydrastis, 252. 
COUGH, DRY- 

Podophyllum pel., 350. Rumez, 362. 
. Sanguin. can., 380. Asolepias, 68. 

Cimidfuga, 120. 
COUGH, LOOSE- 

Podo , 350. Sen., 394. SUph., 395. 

Sticta, 400. Apocynum, 55. 
COUGH. HKCnO— 

Leptandria v., 164. 
COUGH, WgOOPING- 

Pod. pelt., 350. 
CRAMPS OF STOMACH- 

Dioscorea, 148. 
CRAMPS OF PREGNANCY- 

Gelseminum, 206. 
CROUP- 

Gelseminum, 179. 
CUTANEOUS AFFECTIONS— 

Comus cir., 133. 
CYSTITIS— 

Hydrastis, 259. Erigeron can., 153. 

Yeratmm yiride, 424. 

BBBIUTY— 

Iriis272. Bialania«,237. 
DBURIUM A POTU-* 

Cimidfiiga, 102, 103, 106. Geli., 216. 
DIARRHOEA— 

Apoqmnm aodra., 40. Bapiisia, 78. 

Comus c, 137. ColUnsonia can., 127* 

Euphorbia, 170. Brigeron oan., 152. 

Gelseminum, 200, 201. Hamam.« 228. 

Iris, 273, 280. Lept, 293. Naph., 306. 

Phyt.,319. Fod. pelt, 846. Rum., 360. 

Sang., 378. Trill., 404. Yerat., 423. 
DIABETES- 

Seneoio, 392. Erigeron can, 153. 

Eupatorium per., 166; Trillittm, 404. 

Yeratram yiride, 424. 
DIURESIS— 

Yeratram, 424. 
MPHTHBRIA— 

Phytolacca, 314, 324. BapUila, 71, 77. 

Hydrastis, 253, 254. 
DIPLOPIA- 

Gelseminum, 193. 
DROPSY— 

.A|K>oy. an., 40. Apocy. o*, 43, 49, 61. 

AMkiiM^rr., 61. Oiim9hfia'«a,9B. 
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Heloniaf , 240. Bapfttorinm per., 16S. 

Lept, 296. 
PUODENTITIS- 

Iria,278. 
DTSKNTERT— 

Apooynum audio., 38. Bapttiift, 79. 

CoUins., 127. Conrai tlr., 132, 137. 

Euphorbia oor., 170. Brigeron. 162. 

OelMmmam, 201. Irif, 273. 281* 

Hamamelis, 267. Laptan., 292, 297. 

Phyt.,319. Pod., 346. TrllUuin,404. 

Yeratrnm t , 423. 
DYSMENORBHOSA.— 

Aflolepias, 63. Bapt., 79, Cimi., 114. 

Gauloph. thai., 88, 90. CoH., 129, 132. 

Oelseminnm, 206. Hamamelis t., 232 

Hel., 241. Sen., 392. Sang, o., 378. 

XaBthozylum, 434. 
DYSPKP8IA- 

PhytolaooadMan., 318. Aiolepiaa, 69. 

Hydras. 262, 264. Helonias dio., 240. 

Caulophylliim, 87. Leptandria, 288. 

Phytolaooa, 318. Podoph. pelt, 330. 

Ramex, 369. Saafoinaria, 376. 
DY8PEPTI0 PHTHISIS— 

Gimicifaga, 121. 
DYBURIA- 

Erigeron can., 162. C hlm aph i la, 99. 
DYSPNCEA- 

Bapatoriam peil, 164. SUph., 396. 

ECOHYHOSES OK SYS-BALLB— 

Brigeron can., 160. 
XCZBMA- 

Bnphorbia o., 172. 
BNUBBSIS— 

Podo. pelt, 39. Bnpat piirp., 166. 

OelBeminum, 202. 
BNTEBO-OOLITIS- 

Knphar lutea, 306. 
XNTEBITI8- 

Phyt, 319. Irii,281. Euphor., 172. 

Gels., 200. Lept,, 291. Sang., 378. 
BPILEPSY- 

Gelseminam 178. Yeratrum t.^ 412. 
BPISTAXI8— 

Hamamelis yir., 236. Brigeron, 160. 

Trilliam, 404. 
ERYSIPELAS— 

Euphorb, 172. Geli., 196, 188. 
ERYTHEMA— 

Gelseminnm, 196, 196^216. 
EUSTACHIAN TUBE, 
Obitructionf qf— 

Phytolaooa, 312. 
XXOORIATIONS— 

Hydraftif, MiyMt. 
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Gelseminnm, 196. 

FEYERS' 

Apooynnm aadro., 38. Bapliiia^ 74. 
Lept, 287. Gels., 187. 
CatatrrkaX— 
Apooynnm andro., 43. B ap tjila^ 7Cr 
Asolepias, 68. G^lseadniiB, 21 U 

SangninarU oaa., 370. 

Gelseminnm, 182. 

Leptandria, 286. Ghlseminnm, 181. 
Enpat per., 169. Yeratram ▼., 416w 
Comns 0., 133. Oomu f., 140* 



CimieiAiga, 105. Baptisia, 74. 

Gelseminnm, 181. Yeratnun ▼., 416. 
Comns 0., 133. Podow pelt, 333. 



Gelseminnm, 187. 
TfpMA-- 
Baptisia, 72, 73. Yeratoom t., 418. 
Diosoorea T., 273. LepUadria» 286. 

Apoo. andro, 38. CimieiAiga, lOfiw 
Gelseminnm, 186. Yeratrnm t.^ 417. 
VISTULA LA0HRY1CAU8— 
Phytolaooa deoandra^ 312. 

GALL BTOHBS, EZFUL8I0H 09- 

PodophyUnm peltatom, 342. 
GA8TB0DYNIA- 

Gelseminnm, 206. 
GASTRALGIA— 

Leptandria, 288. GelMB., 199, 206. 

Diosoorea, 149. 
GASTRIC DBRANGXMXNT— 

Aletris farinosa, 36. Leptandria, 288. 

Rnmex, 369. TriU., 401 Sang., 376. 

Yeratram yiride, 423. 
aASTRITIS- 

Buphorbia, 172. Iris yeniocdor, 178. 

Podo. pelt, 339. Sang., 376, 377. 
GINGIVITIS- 

Sangoinaria, 376. 
GLEET— 

Hydrastis oan., 269. ColUnsonia, 131. 

Hamamelis yir., 234. Brigeron, 166. 

SOphinm, 396. Bnpat pnr., 166. 
GONORRHCEA— 

Canlophylom, 98. Hydrastb eaa., 288. 

HamaoMiii r.t 288. Xito* ^Mt, 282. 
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Erigeron o., 166. Galaeminum, 204« 

Seneoio, 392. 
ORAYEL- 

Eapatoriam purpnrenm, 166. 
ORANULAB OONJUNOTITITIS- 

PhytoUoca d«eand», 312. 
0ONITI8- 

Phjtolaoea deoandra, 326. 
OOITBB- 

Podophylliim peltstam, 338. 
GOUTY AFFEOTIONS- 

Eapat, pur^ 166. Enp. pur., 166. 
GUMS, INFLAMMATION OF— 

Cimioifuga, HI. 



BjBMORBHOIDS— 

.fisoiL, 18. 29. CoUios., 126, 128, 129. 

Dioico^ 438. Erig, 162. Ham., 225. 

Hjdfastis <^228. Leptandria t., 296. 

Phytolaooa, 319. Podophjl. pel., 347. 

Polygonnm, 364. Yeratmni t., 423. 
HJBMATUSIA^ 

Enpatoriam pur., 166. Ham t., 230. 
H.BMOBBHAGBS— 

Erigeron can., 150. Gelsemiiinm, 199. 
• Ham., 234. Sen^, 391. TrU.p.,404. 
HJnCATEMEBIS- 

Erigeron tanadeniiB, 161. 
HJiMOPTTSIB— 

' Saogoinaria, 888. Hamamelif t., 284. 

Seneoio, 894. Txillium, 408, 407. 

CoUimKmia, 181. 
HIABT AFFECTIONS- 

Leptandria, 299. Gelamniiiimi, 180. 

Ramez,867. Cim.,19B. Sang., 870. 
HBAYSS IN HORSES— 

Silphium laoiniaUim, 886. 
HEOnO FEYBR— 

Sanguinaiia, 370. 
HSMIOBANIA— 

Eapatorinm perfoUatoniy 16SL 
HEPATITIB— 

Phytolacoa, 818. Podoph. pelt,, 841. 
BSPATIO DIFFJL0ULTIB8— 

Baptisia, 78. Podophyllum pelt., 871. 
9SPATI0 ERUPnONB— 

Eapatoriam perfoliatnm, 164. 
HSRIES CIBOINATA- 

Enphorbia corrollata, 173. 
HERNIA, BTBANOULATBD— 

Gelseminum, 200. 
HOABSENESB— 

Iris yersicolor, 268. Romez c, 868. 

Baptisia, 80. 
BYDBO-PERIOABDIUM— 

Apoojnum oanaabinnm, 66, 



HYDB0CEPHALU8— 

Apooynum can,, 44. Verat. v., 421, 
HYDBOPHOBIA— 

Gelseminum, 178. Soutellaria, 889. 
HYPOCHONDRIASIS— 

Podophyllum pelt, 835. Helonias, 289. 

Seneoio gra., 891. Xanthoxylum, 488. 

Cornus o., 134. 
HYSTEBIA- 

Gelseminnm, 178, 190. Seneoio, 391. 

Yeratrnm t., 412. Gaulophyllnm, 90. 

INDURATION OF OS UTERI- 

Podophyllum peltatum, 349. 
INFLUENZA- 

Gelseminum,' 195. Eupatorinm p. 164. 

Sticta pulmonaria, 401. Gelsemin. 211. 
IMPOTENCE- 

Nuphar 1. 306. Gelseminnm, 203. 
IN80MNIA- 

Cypripedium pub. 144. Seneoio, 391. 

Caulophyllum, 87. Stiota, 399, 400. 

Gelseminnm, 215. 
INTERMITTENT FEVER- 

Podophyllum, 332. Gelseminnm, 183. 

Cornus f. 140. Eupatorinm perf. 159. 
INTERTRIGO- 

Hydrastis, 251. 

JAX7NDI0E- 
. (Gelseminum, 202. Podoph. pelt. 337. 

LARYNGISMUS STRIDULUS- 

Gelseminnm, 179. 
LEUCORRHOBA— 

Aletris far. 35. Apooynum andne. 40. 

Baptisia tinetor. 80. Cimioiftiga, 114. 

Collinsonia, 130. Hamamelis yir. 230. 

Helonias dioioa, 241. Hydrastis, 260. 

Phytolaooa d. 321. TriUium p. 403. 

Xanthoxylum, 434. 
LIVEB AFFECTIONS- 

Iris versicolor, 279. 
LOCHIA, UNHEALTHY— 

Baptisia, 80. 
Pr^tMS— 

Erigeron oanad. 155. Trillium, 
Stq)preS9i«n of— 

Cimicifuga, 118. 
LUMBAGO- ^ 

Cimicifuga, 124. Hamamelis rir. 235. 

Phytolaooa d. 325. Yeratrum vir. 429. 
MAMMJB, INFLAMMATION OF- 

Phytolscoa d. 319, 321. Helonias, 240. 

Yeratrum yiride, 425. 
Suppuration </— 

Phytolaooa dooMidns 321. 
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IfXASLES- 

Oelseminnm, 168. Yeratram t. 419. 
MBLJBtrA— 

Hamamelis yirginioa, 225. 
MENOBBHAGIA— 

Aletria far. 36. Apooynum andros. 40. 

Baptisia, 79. Apooyniim oannab. 53. 

Erigeron oanadens. 155. Beneoio, 393. 

Trilliam 403, 405, 406. 
METBOBBH A OI A— , 

Trillium, 406. 
MENSES, PBKMATUBE— 

Aletria farinosa, 35. 
MENINGITIS- 

Aletris farinosa, 35. Cimioiftiga, 113. 

Yeratram yiride, 421. 
HEBCUBIAL PTTALISM— 

Aram triphjUam, 58. Phytolaoca, 313. 
Cachexia— 

Iria verricolor, 277. 
MUSCDLAB DEBILITY— 

Podophyllum peltatum, 351. 
MTALGIA- 

Podophjl. pelt. 351. Gelaem. 180, 213 

Hamamelis, 235. Saogoinaria, 383. 
KYALGIO HEADACHES- 

Sanguinaria, 373. 

NECK, STIFF— 

Phytolacca, 325. 
HEPHBITIS- ' 

Erigeron can. 153. Yeratram yir. 424. 
HBRYOUS SICK HEADACHE— 

Gelseminnm, 191. Cimicifhga, 103. 
NBURALGIA- 

Phytolacca, 327. Cimioifuga, 109, 122. 

Cypripedium, 145. Gelseminum, 177. 
KEURALGIA, FACIAL- 

Gelseminum, 195, 196. 
FEUBALGIC HEMICBANIA- 

Apocynum androsem. 39. Iris, 274. 
laOHTMABB- 

Iria versicolor, 272, 
laPPLES, BOBE- 

Hydrastis, 251. 
irODES- 

Phytolaoca, 326. 

OPTHALMIA- 

Apocynum can. 45. Phytolacca d. 311. 
. Baptisia, 75. Podophyllum pelt. 337. 

Hydrastis can. 252. Xanthoxyl. 434. 
ODONTALGIA- 

Phytolacca, 313. Bumex crispus, 359- 

Gelseminum, 197. 
(BQOPHAGITIS— 

Irifl yersioolor, 278. Gelseminum, 197. 



CEDElf A OF THE GLOTTIS— 

Aram triphyllnm, 58, 
OBCHITIS— 

Hamamelis, 234. Yeratram rir. 434. 
OYABIAN DISEASE- 

Phytolacca, 321. Podophyl. pelt. 349. 

Hamamelb, 231. Cimicifnga r. 118. 
OZ^NA— 

Phytolacca d. 313. Baptisia tinct. 76 . 

Sanguinaria, 374. Hydrastis c. 263. 

PALPITATION OF HEABT- 

Sanguinaria, 370. 
PABALTSIS- 

Gelseminnm, 178, 213. 
Of Loiter Extrimitiet— 

.Ssculus, 18. Cnulophyllam, 92. 
Of Sphinetera of Bladdtr— 

Gelseminum, 203. 
PABALTTIC DYSPHAGIA- 

Gelseminum, 197. 
PABOTITIS— 

Phytolacca decaadra, 309. 
PABTUBIENT EFFECTS— 

Caulophyllum, 88. Goesiplam, 219. 
PEBIOSTITIS- 

Phytolacca deoandra, 326. 
PEBITONITIS— 

Gelseminum, 200. 
PEBIODIOAL HEMIOBANIA— 

Eupatorium perfoliatom, 162. 
PEBICABDITIS- 

Veratram viride, 428. 
PETECHIA- 

Hamamelis virginica, 235. 
PHTHISIS P.- 

Cimioifuga, 122. Sanguinar. 371, 381. 
PHLEGMASIA ALBAyDOLENS- 

Hamamelis 236. Cimioifuga, 120. 
PLEURODYNIA- 

Cimicifuga, 122. 
PNEUMOISIA— 

Sangu^iaria, 381. Eupator. perf. 164. 

Gelseminum, 212. Asolepias tub. 68. 

Yeratram yiride, 426. 
POLYPI- 

Sanguinaria, 371. 
?BOLAPSUS ANI- 

Aletris 36. Podophyllum peU. ( 
PROLAPSUS UTEBI— . ^m^ ^ . 

Helonias, 242. Podophyllum ^1^^'^ 

Collinsonia, 130. Cimioifuga, 114, 1MB, 
PROSOPALGIA— 

Phytolacca decandra, 313. 
PSORIA8I8- 

Apocynum can. 43. Nuphar Int. 303. 
PSORA— 

Phytolacca dMaadra^ 310. 
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PRURIGO— 

Apooynum aadr. 39l CollinfonU, 30. 
PUERPKRAL 

Podophyllum pelt. 340. Yerat t. 426. 

Yeratrom Tiride, 412. Oelfl. 206, 209. 
/ Mania- 

Cimioifaga, 119. Yeratnui Tir. 425. 
PUSTULAR ERUPTIONS- 

Iris Ytnloolor, 272. 
PTOBIS- 

Gelseminnm, 193. 
PTYALIBM- 

Podophjllnm peltetam, 338. 
PTR08IS- 

LaptondrUTirginiea, 288. 

RECTUM, ULCERATION OF— 

Hydrastis eanadoBila, 258. 
RHEUMATISM- 

Apoeynum and. 39. PhytoL 325, 326. 

Hamamelif t. 236. Gelaominiun, 189. 

Cimioifoga, 126. Sangninaria, 383 

. Bapatorimn, 166. Oaalopb. 86, 93. 

RHEUMATICO-NEURALGIO PAIN8- 

Cimioifaga, 126. - 
BHEUMATIO 
GotO^ 

Apooyniim aBdroMmiibliam, 39. 



Cimiolfiiga, 105. 
Memierttnia-^ 

Apooynum andr. 39. CimieiAiga, 109. 
Jfmralatia^ 
Apooynum aadroflemifolinm, 40. 
BIKGWOBM- 

Phytolaeea deoandra, 310. 
EIGlblTISS— 

Geliemiimm, 179, 209. 

8ALLOWNE8S OF BKIN- 

Podophyllnm peltatnm, 335. 
BGARLATINA— 

Asclepias syr. GQL Gehem. 187, 197. 

Yeratram yiride, 419, 
SCROFULOUS AFFEOTIONS- 

Iris Torsioolor, 272. Chimapliila, 97. 
B0ABIB8— 

Phytolaoea deoandra, 310. 
BOIATIOA- 

Phytolaooa dee. 326. Cimidfiiga, 125. 
BEA SICKNESS- 

EnphorbSa, 171. 
BIOK HEADACHE- 

Iris, 274. Cimieifaga, 113. 
» SINKING AT THE BTOMACH**- 

Apo^yawt wiaWmiui, 46. 



BLEEP, UNBBFRBBHING— 

Comns eiro. 134. Xaatiu>KyUuB, 433. 
SPASMS OF STOMACH- 

Gelseminnm, 199. 
SPASMS OF UTERU8- 

Gelaeminnm, 203. 
SPLEEN, DISEASES OF— 

Podophyllum peltatom, 344. 
SPEBMATORRHGBA- 

Hydrastns can. 239. Erigeron, 166. 

CoUinsonia, 131. Iris, 281. Gels. 203. 

Kuphar, 306. 
SPINAL IRRITATION— 

CimiciAiga, 123. Phytolaeea^ 326. 
8TSANGUBY- 

Apocynum oaa. 48. Bapator. p. 166. 
STRABISMUS— 

Gelaeminnm, 194. 
STRICTURE— 

Hydrastis canadensis, 259. 
STOMATITIS— 

Aram tr. 58. Eapatorinm aroou 157. 

Iris versioolor, 277. 



Comns 0. 136. Eapatorinm arorn. 157. 

Podophyllum peltatnm, 338. 
SUPPRESSED DISCHARGE8- 

Yeratrnm yiride, 420. 
8YNOYITIB- 

Apoeynum oannahinam, 56. 
SYPHILIS— 

Apooynum aodroeemifolinm, 40. 
SYPHILITIC ANGINA— 

Hydrastis oanadenais, 254. ^ 

TEETH, LOOSENESS OF- 

Sanguinaria, 375i 
TETANU8- 

Gelseminum, 178. 
TINEA OAPITIS- 

Phytolaooa, 321. 
TONSILLITIS- 

Phytolacoa, 301 ^ Gelseminnm^ 197. 

Podophyllunu 338. Sanguioaria, 376. 
llEtlSMUS— f 

Gel8eminum,.196. 
TUBERCULOSIGi- 

Cimicifngai 121. Sangninar. 371, 381. 
TYPHOID FEVEB- 

Pod^hyUum p. 333. Baptisia, 72, 73. 

Yeratram t. 4ia Iris, 273. Lept. 286. 
TYPHUS A3DOMINALI8— 

Iris, 281. LepUndria, 291. . . 

ULCERATIONS— 

Baptisia tinetoria, 71. Mydm^Ur 2SL 
' 0aagiiMHil%-371. 
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PhytoUoea, 313. 
T7L0ERATI0N OF MOUTH - 

BaptifU tiMt. 76. BucifauHriU^ STft. 
H7drastit,255. 

Sangainaria, 376. 
or InUHine»— 

Sapatoriam p. 166. HTdzmitii^ 269« 

XiipalQriamipiip.166. Bjdimrtli,259 

H jdrattifl, 261. Phytolaooa, 326. 
Of Bueeal eavity— 

PbTtolaoca, 313. Bapt. 77. Hyd. 266. 
OfOt Vimir' 

BapUfU tinetoria^ 80. Heloniaf, 242. 

Phytolaoos^ 321. 
URINART DIFriOnLTIBS- 

CoUinaonia, 129. CimiciAigs 114. 
UTXRINS H£MOBBHAaX- 

Hamamelii t* 233. Apooynnm o. 53« 

Srigeron oanadtn. 163. SeneelOi 395. 

TriUiam, 404. 
XJTBHm OONeESnONB— 

Yeratmm Tiride, 424. 
TTTSRIlfS OAVCSR^ 

Phytolaeoa, 321. 
TTTSRINS SCIRROUS- 

Plqriolaooa, 32L 



YARIOOflEB- 

fffj ^n ^i^ ^yu 222, 236. 

TARIOOGELS- 

OoUiMOBia, 131. 
TARIOLA- 

CimioiAifa^ 106. dblseminnm, 106. 

Sairaouiia, 386. Yaiatnui Tirida, 419. 

VMcnoo— 

.fisealiiB, 18. Bnphorbia ooroU. 171. 
YX8I0AL CATARRH- 

Eapatocinm purpurenmi 166. 

Chimaphila, 100. 
TI0ARI0U8 MENSTRUATION- 

OoUinMoia, 13a Hamamelii^ 238L 
YOMITINO- 

Siipaloriiim perfl 163. Iris Ten. 277. 

BtBgvinaria, 376. 
QfPntn m m 99 

JBaphorliia, 171. 



WARTS- 

Phjlolaeoa^ 326. Sangwlnarla o. 371. 
WHITLOW— 

Phytolaoea, 326. • 
W0RM8- 

Enpliofbia, 172. Gekemininii 2QL 
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